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The Life of Lord Clive 


CIL\PTBII I 

■ 1757-S: AFT^E FLAliHEV 

aT 5 p.M-j when Clive was on t.]ie point of eiit^ng thie 
entrenchment, and victory had been assured, the letter 
from Meer Jaffier w£l\ dclivi^ed. The messenger excused the 
delay on the somewhat flimsy ground that he was afraid of 
the eaunonade. Meer Jaffier iiiforiiitd Clive that he luid been 
in the Nawab's presence on the plain, and had observed that 
everybody was intimidated. “ He sent for me and flimg 
his off before me, and one ilay he made me write on 

the side of the Korun so that I eamiot come over to you. By 
the blessing of God you have the better of the day.** He 
urged Clive “ to attack him at 8 in the nioming; they will 
run away^ and then will be my opportunity* The forces 
want to return to the City* Attack him in the night hy all 
means- We three shall be to the left of the Nabob* Coja 
Haddee will remain firm to the Nabob. If yon come, you 
may have an opportunity of seizing (him)* We three are ready 
for your service and will see you by and by.” The traitor's 
advice may have been sineerct but his conduct during the 
day w-as certainly dubious. Late in the evening Clive re¬ 
ceived the following brief note from Meer .Taffier : I con¬ 

gratulate you on executing your design* Mirsta An mar Beg, 
or Mr* Watts, or Coja Petrus, send one of them to me* I att^ 
here on the banks of the lake agreeable to your desire.” In the 
mommgiClivc sent Omar Beg and 4tr. Scrafton to conduct 
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The Life of Lord Clive 

Meer Jaffier to Daudpur. Me att forth for the British camp 
aoconipanjed by liis son. Tic was rnll of suspicion and mis¬ 
giving that Clive might resent his conduct in not joLning 
liim according to his pFotiuse> Wlicn he arrived at the camp 
and "the guards drew out to receive him fis he passed* he 
started as if he thought it was all over with Win; nor did 
his countenance brighten up till the Colonel embraced liitn, 
and saluted him Soubah of the three provinces; advising 
Wm to hasten to the capital to prevent its being plundered, 
and to assume the title of Soubah; in which he would sup¬ 
port him Mdth ail his force ns soon as possible.” Mccr Jaflicr, 
foUowing tlie advice of Clive, pushed on at once towards 
the capital, and Clive marched in the same direction in the 
evening. Before leaving Daudpur Clive forwarded the 
following dispatch to the Select Committee: 

GE>.”n.EMts—I wrote j'ou last Night of the Victory we had 
gained over the Nahoh. I am now more at Leiiure to give you a 
particular Account of the Action. About Six in the Mominij the 
whole Army appeared miirching towards as from Daudpoorc hi- 
clining their March to the Bight of Placis Grove as il they iniCdtied 
to surTOund us. They took Possession ul the adjacent Emincticlcs 
with their Cannon which appeard to be rcfpilarly supported by their 
Horse & Foot. A Hetnehmeut oI their Army commanded by Meer 
Murduiu & supported by about 30 Krencluncit, with several pieces 
of Cannon, took Possessiqn of a Tank within Musquet Shot of us, 
from thence and from the Rest of llieir Artillery' then up, consisting 
of 12 Pieces of Cannon from 24 to 3 Poundets, they cannonaded 
us very briskly and had their Cannon well pain ted. W'c played only 
3 Field Pieces against them, but were so happy as to kill Rlccr Muordun 
Bahdm Ally Cawn, Mohnn Foil’s Son in Law, the Commander of 
the Belears. and several other Officers of Distinction. TTils Loss 
had such an Effect on them that they abandoned the Tank, which 
we advanced and took Possession of immediately. Mohun Loll and 
Manlckchund were the tbrst to retreat, and were presently followed 
by the xNabob, Meer Cassuin and others, hul the French making a 
Stand at a Breast Work that was Part oi the Furllflcatlon of I heir 
old Camp pul some Courage Inlo their Troops again, and drew up 
witbin their old Camp and in the Front of llie Grove, and their 
Muscpiotry, supported by their Horse, got Possess !dh of a Bank 
within Rtuscpiet Shot of the Tank, from thence £ from their old 
(^amp they kept up a continual Fire on tis, and made many Altempts 
to bring their Cannon on, but we kepi so brisk a Fire that they could 
not get their Cooleys and Oxen to advance, At about 4 the Grenadiers 
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and Sepoys stomid both these places; at the same Time their 
Amttiiiiiiyan blew up, iJier wiiich the Enemy fled with tho utniDst 
Precipitation and wc pursued them tJU Night. We have taken 
about 40 pieces of Gunnon, and the Hoads are strewed with Hokarys 
and Baggage of ali Kinds; the Loss of the Enemy 1 consider to 
be about 500 men- We have had about 20 Europeans & SO Sepoys 
killed and wounded ; during tlie \earmcst part ol the AcOnn wc 
observed a iarge Body of Forces composing the left Wing of the Amiy 
marclung towards the Higlit of Placis Grove ; these proved to be 
Jalleir Ally Khan and his Party, but as they made no Signal to testify 
their being Friends, we flrtd on them and made tliL-m keep their 
Distadce i I hove the Pleasure to inform you Mcer Joffelr came to 
me this momuig made many Expressions of Gratitude to the English, 
and assured us he w^ouJd be faithful to bis Tivalyp his F^orccs are 
about 3000 Men and he tells me Llie piineipal Zemidars have promised 
him the Nabob shall not escape. He is now on his IVlareh to the 
City. As the Troops have undergone much Fatigue 1 cannot expect 
to get further than Montowa lo Night, f have no further Intelligence 
of the Nabob than that he mnde the best of his Way to the City. 
t hear he has destroy'd our Factory^ ot Cossimbu^ar. 

On the 35th the British force reached Maiulipur, or Mai- 
dapur, the Company’s country scat near Cossmibaaar, and 
remained there till June 27, “ when we marched one battalion 
to the English and the other to the French Factory at 
Cossimljazar.” ^ Clive’s intention was to have entered the 
capital that day, but the entry was postponed on account 
of the Seths having warned Mr, Watts tfiat there was a plot 
to assassinate Clive on his way through the town. While 
encamped at Mandipiir Clive received a reply, wTitten the 
day Plasse}'- was won, to his letter of the 20tli seeking the 
advice of the Select Committee. He was “ instructed to 
force on a decisive engagement if there is any prospect of 
success.” ® Clive replied with caustic severity r 

■■ I have received your letter of I be 23rd Instant, the contents 
of which are so indeftiiite and conlradictory that I can put ao other 
constmcUoji on than an intent to clear yourselves at my expensei 
had the expedition miscarried. It puts me in mind of the famous 
answer of lh^^ Delphic oraLac to P^hus, "Afo Is JEacids Bomanos 
Fincere posse,* " 

^ E>Te CfMite's JoumaL CJivc writes: “ I mi;iamp(*d wittioul, to prevent 
ravage and disorder, flr^t at M^nflepoor and nflcrv^ards Eit the French fact ary 
at Sydabad/'^Lctlri from IJoIonei Clive to Select Comaiittei^ Fart Saint Gtar nt 
dated July I7a7. ‘Select CommitHee, June 23, 1757. 
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On June 29 Clive, escorted by only a party of 200 
Europeans and aoo sepoys,“ ^ entered Murshidabad. which 
he described in alter year^ as “ exten>sivef populous and rich 
as the dty of IxondoUi with this dlffercncei that there are 
individuals in the first, possessm^? infinitely greater property 
than any in the Inst citJ^” Tiirough the narrow^ winding 
streeU of the capital, radiant with living mavises of colour* 
Clive, esjcorted by his troop, made Iiis Hivay to a palace and 
a garden spadims enough to aecommodate all the tmcip ivhich 
accompanied him. Upon the Colonel's atrivah Jaggatseat.^^ 
and several of the great men, anxious for thdr fate, sent their 
submission, \nth ofleri^ of large presents, which the Colonel 
refused, assuring them he desired nothing but their assistance 
in settling the government.” “ The Hindu miilioniLires, as 
w^dl as other men of property," Clive told the House of 
Commons, “ made me tlie greatest offers (which, nevertheless, 
are ii^iual upon such occasions, otid what they expected would 
have been required), and had I accepted these offers* I might 
have been in posseH^ion of millions, which the present Court 
of Directors could not liave dispossessed me of: hut pre¬ 
ferring the reputation of the English nation, the interest of 
the Nabob, and the advantage of the Company, to all pecuniary 
considerations, I refused all offers that were made me, not 
only then, but to the last hour of my continuance in the Com¬ 
pany's serviee in BcngaL” 

In the afternoon Clive, aecompanied by Meer Jaffier^s son 
Meerau, proceeded in state to the royal palace, where Meer 
Jallier and all the Rajah^i and great men of the court were 
waiting for him," In the hall of audience was the 
or thronei which Surajah Dowla used on State occasions. 

1 Lcttff from Cpinnci Clive ta Select CommlHee, Fori SaliiE CwfiC* liiiled 
MiixwlavEiLl. July 2. 1757. Coote enttrs in Mi Journal: 

" JWJIC A detcicliTinsiit of 100 of iJiE King^s IroolJs witli 300 

uiid:er Ite commaTiii of Major tirant ordered us o yuiu-d to Uie tommandcr-lii- 
tJilef to go wlt?i him to Miucadavod. 

« 30fA—Tlie dcUiclimeiit ord^rect vcstlercfny, Tclnrcrceil by Oie Coni’ 

pany's GrenatllnrSn 20£l Jieapffjps, flrtd two fLeld pltces, escorted Culontl CUve 
to Mu^fltJavad, the whole army DfLiurcd in reafliuess |o mardi at a mcnuenCa 

* Jagal Seth, '^ Lhe Meri^ant of the wociti." 
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As Meer Jaffier deeUaeii taking Us seat on it, Clive handed 
him to it, and sainted him as Xawab. He thm, “ in oom¬ 
ph once with tlm oustom of the countryi, made his submission 
to Um as Soubah, by presenting him with a few pieces of gold ; 
in which he was followed by all the great men present.” ^ 
CUve then addressed the great nobles and ofTieers of state, 
and what he said is told in the letter to tJie Select Committee 
which he wrote the next day : 

Gextleme?!,—I entered the city yesterday morning willi a party 
of 2U0 Europeans and 30<> seapo^s^ anti up my quarf^rs ut M&raud 
Haug near Ihe paMce* In the afteroDon I waited on Janeir Ally 
Cawn, being escorted to him by his son. As I found he declined 
taking hia seat on the mu^nud, J handed him to it: and saJuted 
him 3 s Nabobp upon which hLs courtiers congratulated hkn and 
paid him the usual homage. As this was a Tisit of ceremony, we 
could enter very lilUe upon business. I only aUcmpled to con- 
Vince them, that It was nal the maxims of the English lo war against 
the Government* hut that Sumjah Dowlat not only would not fulfii 
the treaty he had entered into with us^ hut was taking measuTes 
by cnllLng In the French to destroy us ^ but it had pleased God to 
overthrow him, and that as the present Nabob w^as a brave and 
good man, the counlry might expect to be <|uict and happy under 
Itim ; that for our parts we should not anyways Interfere In the 
affairs of Government* hut leave that wholly Lo the Nabob : that 
as long ns his aQalrs required it, we wc*re ready to keep the field, 
after which wo should return lo Caiculia mid altcnd solely to com- 
inerce, which was our proper sphere and our whole aim in these parts. 

On my return home I had a visii Crora Jnggut Scat with w^hom 
I had a good deal of conversaGon. As he is a person of the grentest 
property and JnOuence in the three stitahs, and of no inconsiderable 
weight "at the Court, It natural to determine on him^ 

aa the prapercst person to settle the aQairs of this Govemment; 
accordingly when the Nabob returned my visit tins morning, I 
recommended to liim to consult Juggut Scat on all occasions, which 
he readily assented to, and immediately proposed, that as the money 
in the 'Fraasuty' fell ahoii of his expeelation^^ and was not suillcient 
to satisfie hia ohhgatloob to uii, and leave him wherewithal for his 
necessary expcnces* Juggut Seat should likewise mediate that matter 
between us; which proposal was too agreeable to me to decline, 
ior, as 1 had sufhdEJit reason to think great sums had been ficcreted 
and made away with by his Ministers, it would have been both a 
difQcult and invidious task for me to have sifled into this affair. 
Awtdingig we agreed fo uisil Juggui Se&t immediateJy^ lhat all 

* Scrafion, p. OS. 
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subjeerts for htart bumki^s on this ficcount on either fiicle might 1 m 
removed out dT liaiid ; which being put in practice, Jugipit Scat 
after a Jong but friendly debate seltled the point as follows: 
that we stioiild be pLild one-boll of ernr demand tinmedlately, two- 
thirds in money and one-third in jewels, plate and goods^ and the 
other half should be paid wHbin three years at three yearly and 
eijual paymenls. When I consider the slate of the Treasury as 
it appeared to us^ and that a suffteSency must necessarily be left 
to the Niibob for payment of his troops, to whom long arrears w^ere 
due for services under the late Nabob, 1 eaimot say hut the terms 
exceeded my expectationi 

‘ As It was absolutely necessary to satisfy Roy Dulub, who fs 
the principal Ministert and through wliose hands our affairs mast 
pasJi, I thought it not improper to admit him to a commission of 
5 per cm/, and Juggnt Scat rcptescntlng that he had been a suflercr 
of seven kick by the French, and as he was Joining In measures far 
their extirpationp It was probable he should never get paid i 1 agreed, 
provided yon approved of 11^ that he might take wliat goods of 1 heirs 
should be found at their aut-Settlements nml and the 

biillunre should be made good by our Company, provided he could 
not recover it from them. After wliiuh be assured us, thal we might 
be persuaded of bis best services, and rest satisfied that be would 
get the present Nabob conGniied from Delhi, represent our trans¬ 
actions hi the fairest light, and procure for UiE any phirmnund ■ we 
may have occasion for. Has advice to the Nabob in general was 
to replace Ailyvcrdl Cawn's olllcei's in their old posts. 

JL was agreed thal letters should be wrole by the Nabob and 
myself to the Nuit * of Patna with offers of friendship, and desiring 
him to deliver up Snrajah Dowlat or drive him ont of the Province, 
ns we understood he had taken his route that way. 

That for fear of refusal W'e Sihoiild keep ourselves In readfness 
to march northwards, and that the My Rajah siiould be desired 
to prepare !□ march into the province of Patna on his side. 

If you can prevail on the Adiniml la fit emt and maim two sloops- 
of-war, and let them proceed immediately to Patna, It will be very 
agreeable to the Nabob and of great service to the general ranse, 

I muni request the favour to forward to me inmiEdiately Persian 
copies of the treaties with Surajah Dowlat and Jaffeir Ally Cawn 
and the permannahs and diistitks * given us by the fomier. If the 
translations arc ready, I should likewise be glad of them, as I have 
brought none of my papers wllb me. 

’ ^froin Ptrslun AarQ^ff, a place whEre ore aianiifBctiireJb 

a depot l&r siwli gciad^ During iLt Company's trudhig days this term was 
appheil to Ihpir Victories for Ltit ^lurckase on advance □/ nutive piece dDDUE^ 
—HoBsox-JonaoN- 

* Piiipmaiina—FtiriTfdxi (from the verb to commEinf], order)—a 

mandat t:, an urdar, n coiuniaud, a ruyal patent 

■ iVirit—a deputy, a Ueuteuanl. 

* DuAtUkif dmiiick (duur/q/iond, sljpialLirc)—a pufispcjrh a permll. 
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At the conrercQce held at the Seths’ house Ouiichund was 
present, "'and when the real treaty canic to be read,” CHve 
told the Parliamentary Committee that “ the indignatiou and 
resentment expressed on that man’s countenance bars all 
description. He said, ‘ This cannot be the treaty; it was 
a red treaty 1 saw.’ That bis Lordslnp replied, * Yes, Omi- 
cbimd, tills is a wliite treaty.’ ” ’■ 

According to Orme, 

" the conlerciice being ended, Clive and Scrallon ’went towards 
Oniichuod, who was waiting in fail assurance of hearing the glad 
tidings ol his good fortune' when Cllvc said, ‘ It is now time to 
undeceive Omlchund *: on which, Semfton said to him In the Industan 
language, ' Omichund, the red paper Is a trick; you are to have 
nothing.' These words ovetpowered him like a hlust oI sulphur ; 
he sunk back, fainting, mid w'ouid have fallen to Ihc graund, had 
not one of his attendanls CBUglit him ill his arms ; they carried him 
to Ills polankln, in whkli they conveyed him to Ills house, where 
he remained many hours in stupid melancholy, and began to shew 
some symiitoins ol Insanity. Some days alter, he visited Colonel 
Clive ; who advised lilm to make a pilgrimage to some pagoda ; which 
he accordingly did soon after to a lamous one near Mauldai be 
went, and returned insane, his mind every day more and more 
approaching to idiotisni; and, contrary to the usual manoErs of 
old age in Indostaii, still more to the former excellence of hU under¬ 
standing, be delighted in being eontinoally dressed la Ihe richest 
garments, and omamenleil with the most costly jewels. In this 
state of hnbcdlity, he died about a year and a half after the shock 
of his Hlisiippointnient." 

Orme’s account was adapted by James Mill, w'ho writes: 

" WTien Omichund, upon the Una] udjuiitment, was told that he 
was cheated and found that he was a mined man, he fainted away 
and tost his reason. He was from that moment insane. Not na 
Englishman, not even Mr. Orme, has yet expressed a word ol 
sympathy and regret.”* 

Cut Omichund did not become a ruined man by the loss 
of his blackmail, and there is substantial reason to doubt the 
accuracy of Orme’s statement with regard to the cftect the 
disappedntment had on his intellect. On July 3 Scroftoti 
wrote to Drake, “ Ojmichund slianis sick, and sw'ears he has 
' Rerxirt ol the ticlecl ComuiiUee, 

*" History o( TJritlib. lodln," Vot 111., P- 136, by AUIL 
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lost fja[th in maiiK” The Select Coitiiiiittee wrote to CliTe 
on July 0 : “ It would be better that Omichund was in Cal^ 
eutta lest he do prejudice to the cause.” Clives however, did 
not act oti their advice, for a month after he wrote to the 
Committee requesting tlieir support to enable Omiclmnd to 
perform his contract for the supply of saltpetre at Patna. 
But Omichimd continued bis old game of intrigue, and on 
August 6 Clive informed the Secret Committee : 

"* Oinlchuitd ilkewhe had mcrilcd well while acting In concert 
wilb Mr. Watts, but I had reason lo Ihink hJs inlrigulng tlisposiLion 
was carrying liim too far in Ihe pufsull of his private interest, there¬ 
fore recommended to him a visit el devotion to Maid a. He is a 
person capable of rendering you great services while properly 
restralnedp thcrefon* not to he whoUy discarded.^’ 

Wlille the Select Committee was holding a meeting on 
June 26, Clivers brief note, ajuiouncing the decisive victory 
on the field of PlasseVi wa'S “ this instant ” banried to them. 
Three later “ The Admirals and Select Conmiittee 

sent hint tite following letter of congratulation : 

" The irvoIutiDii efTected by yonr gallant conduct, and the bravery 
of the olficers and soldiers under yuu is of extraordinary importance^ 
not only to the Company but to the BrJlish nation in general i that 
we think It Incumbent to return you and your officers our sincere 
thanks ou behalf of His Britannic hlajesty and the Hast India Com¬ 
pany for your behaviour on this critical and imixirtaiit occasion 

The same day Watson sent him tha following private 
note : 

Deab SiP,“Vour LeiLer of the 211** ins* lo the Secret Committee 

myself J a forming us of your Success against the Nabob 
Do win has given me Ihe gnealesL Pleasure. Poeqek desires to 
joyn me in Congratulating you thereon, & in best WiBhes for 
the same good success In all you undertake^ that our Afialrs may 
be soon Happily Settled, ^ a Speedy end put to the present 
Troubles. 

On June 30 CUve replied in these words: 

I relum you many thanks for your Obltglng Letter! every thing 
has ended to our wishes as wUl Appear by the Enclosed Letter to 
which 1 beg Leave to refer you. The Nabob Is prtpailng a present 
far you & Adinintl Pocock & will request at the same time Ihal You 
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will fit out 2 or 3 Armed Sloops to proceed Immediately Lo Patna 
should any Disturbances arise there iSi I he Army he OhMged to 
March. 

On July 2 Le forwarded the followmg to the SeSeet Com¬ 
mittee : 

CENTLKM^jij—'I havp TCceiTed the letter yon did me the honour 
to write. "Wliatever merit may be due to me In this afTair Is over¬ 
paid hy the notice you have taken of it, 1 shall not fail to acquaint 
the officers with your senUments of their bebavionr. 

In my last I Infnrined you the Nabob was fully couffrmEd and 
proclaimed Sohah of Ltie three Provinces, and to-day he sends presents 
to the two Admirals and President. 

Surajali Dowlat will be in the Qty this evenings the Nobobp 
who Is a hiiinane+ generous and honest PTUice, tntends only to con¬ 
fine him and to allow him aU the Indulgence which a prison can 
admit of. 

Yesterday we began to embark the tr<?asPTe in boats, and lit 
two days shall despatch under a proper gunrd 75 two-thirds 

of the sum stipulated to be paid In ready money off band, 33 J belong 
to llie Company, 16^ to the na^y and army* 16 i to private Europeans, 
ajul 9 to the Blacks, 

1 must therefore request the favour of Admiral Watson to send 
the boats ol the squadron as far as Nudia to escort the treasure to 
Calcutta, our whole force being necessar^^ here on many occasions ; 
our guard will conduct them as for as that place» and deliver over 
the charge of the treasure to the commandinig officer of the boats 
as soon as he nrrlyea t each boat contains one foclr in a large chesty 
naned dowTi and sealed. 

The joy nf the settlement when they henrd of Plassey 
was unhoimdctl- Captain luitltain, the adniiral s aide-de- 
eampr a staunch friend of Clive^ wrote to him on July 5 : 

"" We talk ot great doings on this happy occasion and expect 
a world nf guns to be fired and the ladles aE to get footsore with 
dancings i can assure you that a Bumper goes to your health each 
day in every house from the Admirars downwards.^'^ 

Besid^^ the to the two admirals and tlie President, 

Clive himself received a private donation of £1QO^OOQ from tlie 
grateful Naivab.* The acceptance of the present by the two 

^ firom Captain CiJcntta, July 17^7^ 

fita Lnrdsbip being psk«t* S^^lat might be the pjartlealar value in maney 
ur jewela recElveii by him nnU muh oLbef i^Entleiaeii a» he may retullect T saiu. 
He rerebetS about 16 lock of rupeei clear, alter deducUua caminiaaion and all 
otbej cltUcIm v tlimt he fwived no Jtrwels, bui aH In nmney ; thnl he brUeved 
Mr. Wotts mifllil receive altqgPther ahoirt 8 lack; Mr. about there 
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admiralN was not cuntrary to “ the King’s regulationSj” nor 
the acxjeptance by the President and CJive contrary to any 
existing rule of the Company, whose servants tliey were. 
Wbeii the directors heard that these large presents had been, 
made, they wrote tliat they did not intend "'to break in upon 
any sums of money wldeh have been given by the Xawab 
to particular persons by way of free gift or gratuity for their 
services.^ ^ Clive refused to accept any gifts from tl^e ni>b]es 
and bankers of Murshidabad, but he regarded the present 
from the Nawab a legitimate token of gratitude for the 
service he had rendered^ He made no concealment of the 
traiisaetion. He mentioned it in his oificia] and private 
letters. He wrote at the time to John Payne: 

* - - Exclusive of wJiieh Treaty or any Ajgreemeat whatever* the 
Nabob of his own Free will for the Services renJeted him made me 
a present much beyond my ExpectatiooE* part ol w^hlch 1 bestowd 
on those immediately aboot me one or two of the Prliidpsil Officers ; 
I never made I he Jeast Secret of this Affair—hut always thought 
the World ouyhi to be acquainted wTth the Nabob^s Oratltiide^ 

As to what was given to the Canunittee* perhaps you will say 
vei^ undeservedly I [ may venture to assure you, whal Is no Secret^ 
that without some sneh provision 1 shouJd have found it a dJIhcuU 
Task to have executed the Jale Glorious Expedliion. 

Thus Sir you iiave matters of Fact as to private Money Con¬ 
cerns ^ if I had Ihcen disposed to grow rich by receiving presents 
from any other Hands but those of the Nabob, surely no one had 
ever the like Opportunity ; but there Is not that man living among 
the daily TemptaUon!^ which Offerd who can accuse mo ol recoivLug 
anything of Value hut from the Nabob hUnself p I have Lrouhled 
you with these particulars because among some it may he computed 
as a Crime my being rich: if it he a crime, you Sir are truly acquainted 
with the Nature of it. 

In the dusk of the evening on JuJy 2 Surajah Dow la 

was brought a prisoner to Mursbidabad. Eleven days had 

were 3 or 4 mare, buL coidil nat recalled tlie suiiu; that he tJihiUs Mr. SctiOtDn 
had 2 liioki, b lU is uot CKf lain; dodiiUcins given eT^cttiElof the 

Klims jtlpulotisd for the genOcmiLn ot Ibe Conuniltee, eonucU, arniy, anil navy. 
, , . Hli Lordship olso said. That these presents were not paid down ut 

the hut by iuslniliueuts: and in a siib&equeiit part uf ids I.ord ship's 

evLIenre b plaeed here In order lo Ibv thD ssuhje^t mnttir more eon- 

tieelcdly before Uia boiisei tM:inl^ asked, liy what Instafinieuts tlie presents, 
over iinJ above tfLO&e atipulatei! for tike army, ua^y, eouncih und rauuiktttrc, 
were paid ? he said, that tie knew of no agreejnerLt, hut tJiey were paid boU 
down, and half in tiboul Ja suunlhs, Ld tJic best nf bis reniejuhrance/* 
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ptirSsed since tiyinu from the bnttleBekl he reached the splendid 
palace wlddi an aneestor had bnUt as the capital. He had 
hhed it with hidden treasure, and the nmrt day he was 
employed in bringing it out and "" in lavhihing cunsiderable 
sums among his troops to engage them to anotfier battlct but 
to no purpose.*^ He sought the advice of his chief oifit^^rs* 
“ Some advised him to deliver hiiuscll^ up to the Coloneit 
against whom he coulcl have uo hope of success^ having been 
twice defeated by him.” But this advice the Nawab regarded 
as the advice of traitors. When about twelve at night the 
fatal news was brought him of Meer Jaliier’s arrival in the 
city, closely followed by the British force, he was filled with 
fcaTp tmd he resolved to flee. 

He put Lutf-eu-nesan (Lulf-muilaa) his censorL and a number 
of favourites Id to covered c caches suid coveted chairs, loadcil them 
with na much gold and as many Jewels as I hey could contain, nnd 
laldng wiLh him a number of elephants, wilLi his best baggage and 
fumlLure, he quitted his palace about three In the rnornlng and fled/'^ 

His intention was to join M. Law, who was hastcoing to 
his assistances but instead of taking the direct road to Haj- 
mabal, Surajah Dowla* feeling certain that orders w'ould 
be sent to the ncigbbouriiig rajahs to mtercept him, took a 
cross road and made his way to a landing-place where boats 
at all times were kept ready, and the fugitives immediately 
embarked on them- After a stiff pull up the stream for nearly 
scvciity miles, the shore opposite to Rajniahul ^vas reached 
on June ^0, Snraiah Do win and his women being consumed 

^ Stir Slutaqulierla, VoL L, pp. 77tl-77l — Olvt's cvidimrit. tUlvc stales : 
riiat whfin Si?rajah iKmla armed al Iht pty, hia palace was fuU at treasiira; 
LtiL with aU Uiat treasure, he could not porchaw the conCdcDce of hb army; 
lie ivas cmployetl In InvlsMug ct^nsiderahle soiui ameug his troops, to engage 
them to anaitacr battle, blit to no purpose. Abaut twelve ut night the iutal 
nevvs was brought him ol Mmr arrival at the cltyt closely faUowEd by 

the Efigbsb army : he then iu despair gave up all for lasU and maile his escope 
out of one id the palace wEnitowv with only two err three attendanU/^ Scroncin 
writes - J k dlsgui^eil liinuell in a mean dress, and stole out of a window in 
the liciul of ni[tbl, with no aLtcndantj$ but oue faithful cunucb/' Orme mys : 
** Having disguised hiinsElf In h mean litess^ he went scEreUy ut ten a'clarb nt 
rilghL out ol n window, carryhig ^ caskuL qf his most voJ liable jew els, and 
attended only by hiit favourite concubinE and ibe ennmrh/^ Watta mnl WaJali 
wrote to Clive on June 2^: ''Su Rajah Dowkt we found had Escaped; wltli 
very few attend nuts nt 12 at night having sent oH at id In the morning oil his 
wamEn. 50 leaded elephmitit carrying alt Ills jewels and soma gold l^lohurs.” 
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with hutig^ landed and proceeded to Ihfi eell of a 

Mohammedan dervish, named Dana ShafL ond asked Inm to 
give them some food* Ho received them courtecmsly ond 
proceeded to prepare sopae kedgeree- The dervish eonsidered 
the jJtirty were only some of the many travellers who passed 
that wajj for Snrajah Dowla had disguised himself in mean 
attire. The suspidons of the dervish were, however, aroused 
on easting his eyes on the very rich slippers of his guesL” 
He questioned the boatman, who soon gave him full informa¬ 
tion* “ This man whom he had either disobliged or oppressed 
in the days of his full power rejoiced at this fair opportunity 
of glutting his resentment and enjojung his revenge*” ^ He 
dispatched a messenger informing Meer Cossim,* the Governor 
of Kajrnahal, Meet JnfFicr^s brother-in-law, of his discover}''! 
and, in order to allay suspicion^ he kept himself busy pre¬ 
paring the food. On the receipt of the intelligence Meer 
Cossim and Meer Dand crossed the river and^ proceeding to 
the cell of the dervish, seisaed the unfortunate fugitives* 
Surajah Dowla was dispatehed at once under a strong guard 
by boat to Hurshidahad* 

Mk-cassem-qbaiip who had got Lutf-nessa in his power, cneag^d 
tier, partly by threats, and partly by promises^ to disclose where 
was bor casket of Jewels ; nod tbls casket, tlie value ol wbJeh could 
not be computed but by laeSp fell in his hands of course, Mlr-daud, on 
this example, laid hisbaiids upon the other ladles, and seized whatever 
he could come at; so that the people w ith them, od seeing bow matters 
went, made haste to seize whatever was of thek conveniency*^'^ 

On July ^ Surajah Dowla was led as a felon through 
tlic iitreets of the capital to his farmer palace* 

" He was in so wrclcbed a condition, that the people of God, 
w^ho saw him in that wrclebednegs, arid remembered the delicacy, 
the glory, and the care and pomp Ju which he had been bred from 
his very infancy^ forgot at once the ferodly of his iempec, and the 
shameful actions of his Ufe, and gave themselves up to everj' senti¬ 
ment of pity and compassion, on beholdhig btin pass by*" 

On hearing of the iirrival of Surajah Dowla, Meer JaJlIcr 

" held a council of his most Intimate friends, about the disposal of 
him, who all agreed that It w'uuld be dangerous to grant him his 

^ Selr Miil^ahn'ln, Vtd. p. T7D. * Mir Ke^tm Ah KliaiL 

■ Seir Mulpqhcria, Yoi t, p. 7lU. 
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lire, but llist he should imrncdioleJy he put to death, lest the Colonel s 
clemency and moderation should pica lor his preservatloiii ^ 

As Meer Jaflicr was not pTcpared to incur the odium of 
putting him to death, he committed him to his son Meeran,* 
reenTomeiitling liim earnestly in public to take the surest 
nietbofU to prevent his escape, but at all events to preserve 
his life.” ® Meeran, the Mohanunedan historian inforios us, 
was ” tnore e3cpeditious and quiek-uiiuded in slaughtering people 
and in conimitting murders than Ms father. havmg^ a 
])eciiliar knack at such matters, and looking upon every in¬ 
famous or atrocious deed as an act of prudence and foresight. 
His system was, that such sensations, as pity and compassion, 
answered no other purpose but that of spoiling business." 
Meeran ordered Surajah Dowla to be confined near his own 
apartment, and he then proposed to his friends that they 
should go at once and slay him. “ Tills was peremptorily 
refused by them all, to a man, not one of them chusing to sully 
his hands with so ugly an action ; and some even complained 
of the proposal.” At length one Mohammed Beg " accepted 
the commission, winch so many had rejected with indigna¬ 
tion.” ^Vhen the assassin, accompanied by the guard, entered 
the room in which the royal prisoner was confined. 


** SeraJJ-cd-doulah had no sooner cast his eyes upon lhal miscreant 
than he asked, whether he was not come to kill him ? And the other 
havina answered in the affirmative, the nnfortimiitc Prmce on this 
conlession, despaired ol his life: ho humhkd himself before the 
Author of all mercies, asked pardon for his past conduct, and then 
tumlne to his murderer, ' They nro not then, (broke he ® 

passionate tone of voice), ' they are not salislled with “y 
ready to retire mto some comer, there to end tiiy days upon a pension _, 
{here he paused a while ; and. as if recoUecLlns something, he added) 


“ It has been surmls^^ asl 


iSciaflOn. p- 93. * , 

■ Watts's MeiTliilLlrS, p., lO’T. Vv a-tt-l t CluaT^ .■ - - ^^ rt-r 

verv DTobahlv not altogether wStbout Groandi, ihat Ihure somethin^ of 
f’^ iT in nil* HTntier bet^eeD tht Father and! the Son ; a Thing Isiileel not 

a^ “TJs lhe thal h"" 

pldoDp or Resentment, he lnclin«t to bavE taken a^ajp 
Appear ancE^ iliGHvwcd the Fact,' 
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' No—they are — amJ I muRt die—to atone for Hossein-cull- 

qhan^s nmrder/ He had no time to say more ; tor At these words 
the butcher smote him repeatedly with his sabre ; ami some strokes 
falUfig upon that beauteous face of hUf so renowned all over Bengal 
for it's regularity and sweelnesSp the Prince sunk on the groond : 
but with these words in his mouth: ' Hnongh—that is enough—1 
am done for,“and HosseiD-cull-t|hHi3^5 death is revenged^’ On 
uttering these words* he fell on his JacOii returned his sunl to it's 
Maker, and emerged out of this valley of miserie^p by wafiiiig through 
his own blood : his body was hacked to pieces^ hy strokes without 
mimher^ and the mangled carcase being thrown across Ihr back of 
an elephant, was carried through out the most frequented parts of 
the city, by of notifying ihs 0 / fhr. neio sotKrtign ; but 

what IS singulaTi and yet is universally altested, the elephant-driver 
having for some parUcular business of bis own, stopped for a moment, 
it chanced to be precisely at Hossein-cull-qhan's door, where some 
drops of blooii w'ere seen to tlrop from the mangled body, and they 
feU on the very spot where that nobleman had been murdered but 
two years before/' ^ 

Thus perished Surujah Dow la in the twentieth year of 
his age and the fifteenth month of Im reign. ^ His delight 
w'as in oruelty and blcxidshed, and it happened unto him. 
Meet Jaffier paid Clive a visits “ and thought it necessary to 
palliate the matter on motives of policy for that Surajab 
Dowlat bad on the mad WToti^ letters to many of the Zciniindars 
of the army and ficeassioncd eroromotion among them 

in Ids favour,” ^ 

On July the de.y that the mangled remains of Surajah 
Dowla w'crc being paraded tlirough the streets of Mnrshida* 
bad, a procession of two hundred great country boats laden 
with treasure floated dow'n the tributaiy' stream on which 
the city stands. A strong detachment from the army 
escorted it. 

t ?U:Sf MtlLdqhCdrln, pp. 77^77*3. 

* WqLLs Sitidi waa tlic cml of SurajA I>owlatr 

lo the Prime of hifl YouUi. belDg at the Hour of his Dpath scurcc Twenty-five 
VcHrii of Age. All EiiiJ luiioble to liift 1.1 te, which had been ppent In VIoIpucc 
and Hlood 1 

* Letter itoTTi HnlcinEl tl£i%'e tn Serret ttonunitiper Lontionr iJole^l 

July 26^ 17£i7. Walts states that when Mwr Jnfller fippearwi tli&t3lpasccl al 
SuriajiiJi Dowlfl LeEhs pat to drfitli, liis Son alletjeil, that the captive Siiba 
had founil laonns to wtIIo and convey Letter* upon the Huad to several Jemi- 
iluR, In orrier tn sidte a Revolt In the ArTny; to prevent wlilch^ he knew irn 
other rerteJn Remedy than that of depriving him of Life, which he thou^rfit 
WkLs tihewtsfc bEltet done^ wtthout e^pcsctln'^ any fartlier Ordcr^^'^ 
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soon as they enlefcd the grtpt river, they weFe joined by 
Ihfl boats of the squadroD ; and all together formed a fleet of 300 
boats, -witli niuilc playings drums beatings and colDurs Oylng; and 
exhibited to the French and DatclK by whose settlements llicy passed, 
a Hcene far different from what they had beheld the year before, 
when the >Jal>ob^s fleet and army passed them, with the captive 
English, and all the wealth and plunder of Calcutta/^ ^ 

TLc fleet rcaehcd Calcutta on July 6^ and Ibc joy of the 
settle me rtt was unbounded* 

Cliv^ reniithitd at Murshidahafi striving to surmount the 
ccinipUcated difiiculties of his great nntcrjjrise. He had by 
the force of arms juit an the throne of Bengal a niilitaTy' com- 
ziiander in the jilace of a prince who reigned by birthrightt 
not derived from a long line of ifluatrious predecessors, but 
from his grandfather, another military usurper. But to 
establish a govemment for the great province free from the 
danger of revolution and invasion was no light task* He 
first had to bring the refractory deputy princes, who were 
in league with the French, to subtnissiou. M. Law, with a 
large body of oflieers and about two hundred French soldiers, 
Imd msirched down as far as Kajmahal to Surajah Dow la's 
assistance, and were within three hours of him when lie was 
taken prisoner. As soon Law lu^ard of the Nnwah's cap¬ 
ture, he retired by forced marelies* Clive sent a detJichment 
under Jlujor Ejtc Coote, consisting of 220 British troops and 
500 sepoys with a detail of artillery, in pursuit of him. 

The equitable distribiition of the treasure sent to Calcutta 
vrsis the next matter which engaged Clive's attention^ The 
compcusatioji to be given to the dilferent suHcrers was settled 
wiLhaut much friction, but the distribution payable to the 
army and navy proved a difficult and delicate task. In order 
to grapple with it, Clive assembled a Council of War lr> wliich 
officers were deputed from every branch of the troops employed* 
It was agreed “ that everything should be determined in 
this Coimcil of War by the Stajorlty of Votes.'’ - It was 
further '" agreed that the Officers and Sailors belonging to the 

i ScTiafton, p. 95. 

^ Orig^^ MS, ni A Canncil pI War ti^nl at ^luxaflavad, July 3^ 1757/' 
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Squadron which came with the Army on this Expedrt;ion to 
Muxadavad are not to receive Prize Money wdth the Military, 
Clive protested vigorously against this decision, hour days 
after the meeting of the Council, CUve wrote to Watson: 

*'I took the first opportunity of a little spare lime to call a 
Council of War for the division ol that share of the prize money 
which belongs to the army. I am sorry J’’ ^ 

and selfish debates arose ; and I cannot help thinking, that the 

offlcei^ belonging to the no^7 with the ‘ 

done them, in not being allowed to share agreeable to the land d 'lemn, 

which was carried against them by a 

send yon the proceedings of the Coundl of ^ar. Ihe last artier . 
after having been in a manner agreed to, was agam brought up 
the carpet; and notwithstanding I represented to the Senll«'men. 
in the strongest sense, that the money could not be divided II U 
was shroffed, and the agents of both parlies present the 

greatest injusUee to the navy, they stiU persisted lU giving their 
oninloiis for an immediate division of the money : npou which 1 
over-niled their votes, and broke up the Council of War 

yesiterday I TEceiveiS the cticliasc-rl paper aiul pfolc&t, Avliicu 
you have with my answer. I have put those olllcrrs who brought 
the paper io arrest, and ordered Captiun Armstrong one of the ring¬ 
leaders, down to Calcutta this morning. The Mnior was 
to me by the officers to desire 1 would forget and forgive what was 
past, upon n proper acknowledgment in writing: 1 promfsw to 
wmply with his request, so that i beg you will not make this public, 
till you hear lurther Iitpm 

The following letter, addressed to the malcontent oDicers, 
shows the qualities—directness, vigour of statement, and 
cogency of argument— which mark Clive’s official communica- 

tiOilS 5 

GiiNTLEMEN,—I havc received your ranionstranM and protest. 
Had you consulted the dictates of ymir own reason, those of insUce, 
or the respect due to your commanding ofiBcer, I am pereuaded su h 
a paper, so highly injurious to your own honour ii& oflUccrs. could 

never have escapcfi you. , , 

You say you were assembled at a council lo give your opi«'«n 
about a matter of properly. Pray, Gentlemen, how comes »t that 
a promise of a sum of money from the Nabob, entirely negotiated 
by me, can be deeined a matter of right or properly 1 So very far 
from it, it Is now in my power to return to the Nabob the nmney 
already advauced, imd leave it to his option, whether he writ perf«tm 
his promise or oot . . You have stormed no town, and found the 
money there; neither did you And it in the plains of Plaswy, alter 
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the defeat of the Nabobi In sbott, Gentleinen, it pains me to remind 
you^ that what you are to receive js entirely owing to the care I Look 
of your tnterest. Had I not interfered greatly In it^ you hart been 
left to the Conipany^s generosityp who perhaps would have thought 
you suJIlcIetitJy rewarded^ In receiving a present of ni months' pay ; 
in relum for which, I have been treated with the greatest disrespect 
and ingratitude^ and^ what is stiU worse^ you have flowm In the face 
of my authority, for over-mHng an qptnloni which. If passed, would 
have been highly Injuiions to your own reputaLlDn, being attended 
with mjustice to the navy, and been of the worst consc^juences to 
the cause of the nation and the Company^ 

I shall, therefore. Send the money down to Calcutta, give direc¬ 
tions to the agents of both parties to have it shroffed * and w^heu 
the Nabob slgnMes his pleasure (en whom it solely depends) that the 
money be paid yon, you shall then receive it, and not before. 

Vonr behaviour has been such, that you cannot expect I should 
interest myself any further in your coucems. I therefore retract 
the promise I made the other day, of negotiating either the rest 
of the Nabob^s promise^ or the one third which was to be received 
In the same manner as the rest of thopubllc money at three yearly equal 

payments. , ^ 

I am, GenUemeu;, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 
MooRsnEDABAD, (Signed) Bob' Cove. 

Juf§ 5, 1757. 


The oniccrs withdrew their protest, and having offered nt 
the Kamo time an fimple apology for having presented it^ 
Clive at once replied, and his letter illustrates the generosity 
and manlj" sense of his ebaraeter: 


" Gentlemek,— 1 have ever been desirous of the love and good 
op in ion of my officers, and have often pursued Ihclr Interest in prefer¬ 
ence of my own. What passed the other day is now forgotten, and 
I shall always be glad of an opporlunlty of Convincing you how 

much _ ^ „ 

1 am, GenUfimen, 

Your most obedient, hiimble serv^anl, 

(Signed) HobT Clive. 

Moons H FvOABA 
gih July. 175? 


While Clive was arranging matters at Miirshii3abad» he 
received the foUowing commujiicatitm from Drake, dated 
July 8: From a private letter it appears that the Marl- 

bQTQUgh is off Tngeicc Avith Mrs, Clive and other InrlleK and 
gentlemen from towrn of Vizagapatam*"’ The same post 


c 
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brought CUve Ihc startling news tliat the iniportant factory 
at Vi^agapatam had been captured by Jiussy* At a meeting 
of the Madras Conunittec, held on Jinie 16^ it had been 
declared: 

"" As Vizanapalam is a settlement of very considerable value 
to our Honorable Masters as wen us for th^ quantity of dotli there 
provkled as in consideration of Its bein^ now the only inlet to Uw 
Northern Countries iert In our possession, wc are of opitiloa that 
it Ib oceessary to secure it hy all nieans possible against Ibc alt act 
ol the enemy,'' 

But ns the superiority of the French in this Province, 
and the unfinished state of our fortifications wdil by no means 
suITcr us to weaken ourselves by any detachments from hcncPp"' 
ft was agreed to AVrite to Colonel Clive dircctinf^ him to return 
with troops early in July and to land at Vuagapatam “ if 
the state of the settlcm^t should render it necessjuyf' Tlie 
risk of tlie settlement passing into French possession was 
greater than the Madras Cejmfuittee judged it tn Ihj. Wlien 
the Marlbormgh eutered the port of Vlzagapatani the factfiry 
was found to be invested by the van of Bussy's army* Cap¬ 
tain Brohier, the Madras engineer* who iiatl been transferred 
to Bengal in order to reeonstmet the mined fortifications 
of Calcutta, was on board, and the following letter* written 
by luni at the moment, is an interesting adilition to the records 
of the thiie^ 

D* Sm, — Wc sailed train Madras the 2Q''*' UIP reached Vixagp!" 
the 24 and found the pipce invesled by the Vnn of Monsf de Bussy's 
Army, f went ashore that Evening and the next morning vIsUed 
all the BfltLerys &. found them la LolieniLlc good order with every 
body Alert at Lbclr Posts Dicing an some of the Eiioiiiys who had 
tak^n possessioa of the Adjacent Heights which Indeed cammand 
all Ihe Place, the Wfislcm side Is entirely open at least 1200 yards 
and had nothing hefors It but a fordablE river^ the Korl In itself Is 
only a house snrrnnnded with o Qaadrongular irregular garden 
Wall at the angles of which they have fonri'd nunks of 10 Si 12 P 
and 20 to 25 P laces the Rampart wlLhln Is from 10 lo 12 V broad 
but two sides of It form'd with the tarrasses of Godowns incapuble 
oE bearing Cannnn Lbe Parapets without banquets are incapable 
of admiting small orms to fire over till they are cut down afoot Sc 
a hall As a banquet added io Lbem might sink the tarrasses by iV^ 
Wright in iihort the Place not being tenable against the Force that 
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Monsf fli? Bussy has it was UnanLmouEly agreed tbnt tlie Eurdpeatis 
should all Embark on board the AlarlhDrouQh and iiii Ofnc^^r kft 
with Lbe Topasses & Seapnys to cover the retreat of the Troops and 
Lo Capituliite on the best terms he could with W de Bussy after their 
embarkntjon but de Bussy having appear’d TAllh the rest of his 
Army and Encampt within 3 Miles of the Fort sent n Siimtnuns to 
Surrender the Place to him and was answer'd he sliotlbl have It on 
honourable terms, which were that the Garrison stiould march out 
with Ail the honours of War and that all private pjfopcrly shoiild 
be secure to tile proprietors ; his Answer WBS that Hie Europeans 
of ilie Garrison should be Prisoners of War i as to the black troops 
they should have tlie liberty to go where they pleased^ and as to 
the rest of 51^ Perceval's demands he should have no reason ta be 
dissatisfied. 

The Wind blowing fresh the Barr higli^ all the Boat fisher 
men having fled the Place on the Approach of Ihc Army, the em- 
harcaGon of the Troops was thought impracticable as We experienced 
Cap^ Macleod & his people & myself haying very nearly last our 
lives three times in Attempts io came oil & wTre at Iasi obliged to 
leave 5 Men behind one of which was drowmded attempting la embark 
afterwards. 

The Place having been deliver'd Up, the 26 about Noon we Weigh'd 
iji doing which lost our Anchor and came here to get another, AV. 
Perceval having wrote lo request Wc should^Stay a lew days to take 
him & the rest of the Gfutlemen PrisoTteTS^an Parole^ on boaitl in 
our Way Lo Bengali, they are now come down & wiLL oJj rnibark with 
the Ladles of that Settlement tins EvenLug when We shall imme¬ 
diately vreigb. 

This goes by John Murpbp on board of whom 1 have 2 of my 
Horses & some furniture and Invoice of which I sent you In a former 
Letter by him wrhlcli I tiape you will receive and order Lo he put 
in some Co down with those I have sent you atnzqdy by the Pro- 
Uclor, hoping to have the Pleasure of embracing you Saon I am most 
truly 


Dear Sir 

Your most obcclipnl 
& most hum' $erv^ 


Ship Martborouglt j. BitoniER 

BtMiiJPATAaLf Road 

Ut July 1757. 

Bussy's Force before Vlzaga.™ was— 

SOU French I 
200 Ge^miiuis j 

21MJ French Horse sS: Houssars 
150 Arlilcry. 30 Pieces of Cannon 
200 xMorraltocs ^ 

6000 Seapoyii 


RoBEurs 
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Clive could not leave Murshidabad and tbc army so long 
as the result of Eyre Coote’s exi»edition was undecided. On 
July 6 Ej-rt Coote marched from there, and the folltn’i'ing 
day he continued his rout by water, only the Sepoys march¬ 
ing by land on the banks of the river,” On the 8th he left 
the boats and European soldiers under the command of Cap¬ 
tain ,4icxBndfir Grant and pushed on by land in order to over¬ 
take the advanced body of sepoys. On the 0th he wrote 
to Clive from Sooty, where the Hugh ends and the Burra 
Gunga or Great Ganges commences: 

" I arrived pt SotU Iasi night, fmdlng that Ihc Horse, Seapoys 
iSc. had left that place Yesterday. I am now pushing on In the two 
Boiias ^ 1 had from the Nazir, In order to Join them. & Expect to 
he at Hajamal with them In 4 Days. I shall hall there one day 
where I hope to have your Orders whether 1 shall proceed." 

He adds in a postseript; 

'* n I find any possibilily of Coming up with their Boats before 
they arrive at Palna 1 shall not Hall at Rnjanial hut proceed with 
the advanced Party & leave the Rear to be brought up by Cap' 
Grant.” 

Clive, in acknowledging this letter, WTote ss follows on 
July 11 : 

" You will please to continue the pursuit of them as fast as possible, 
and to detain the Seapoys with you, but to let lliem proceed alter 
and barrass them if they are not able to fight them." 

The previous day Eyre Conte wrote to Clive ns follows t 

" I shall this night be at Rajamnl, where I must stay till the 
Parly comes up, as the Seapoys have neither Ammunillon nor are 
they Strong enough to t hi nk of proceeding lUl Joind by the rest. 
One Company has not above 100 Cartridges. As soon as I am joind 
by Cap* Grant 1 purpose to proceed with all the Forces I con muster 
lo give the enemy Battle: should they refuse to Accept of Terms, 

_ I must request youll forward lo me in the most cxpedilious way 

a supply of Frencli Cartridges, some round & Grnpe Shot for the 
6 Pounders: & Some more money. The Seapoys have seized upon 

* Bofeas —InJifln loot, ^trv long, Inl so aartovt that the scats only srcowi- 
Modntc one mim. 'rhf.v earty, however. » rrmlthucfe of rcucii, umi are 
for their 
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Alex* De SoQsy ‘ the Ffeaclimon who oirerd his Service to you 
nt Sydabad, he was in a Dooly & Itm moors Dress going as he says 
to Patna. tDs Letter to -Major Grant I Inclose &. wait Your orders 
regarding hkn—As 1 havi? wraU* to Cap^ Gmnt to Join mo with 
Expedition & wood leave SoLti this morning, [ expect he'll be at 
Rajamo] in Thrfhe Days/' 

Ttuit night Eyre Coatc. with the iidvanced party of 
Sapoys and a small body of the Niibob^s anxdiarieSj” arrived 
at Raimalial, and the next day the boats anchored close 
upon the town- Bengal, trenohed and levelled* was left bc- 
Ixind and a new seene opened on tUeni^ A range of Uillsf^ 
beautiful blue and wootls ” ran up the s^outhem bank for 
many ntilcs. At Hajmdhal Eyre Coote halted for two days. 
He wrote to Clive on the lltb complaining tlmt the two chief 
militarv officer's refused to iiceoiiipany hiA^ further than twelve 
jnileSr “ till they liave the Nabob^s positive orders/^ He adds : 

*' 1 therefore request Sir youLl he pleased lo direct tnc Imw I shall 
proceed & If you think It proper That 1 shoud be joiad, & Assisted 
by any of the Country forces } that they ^Lay have the Nabobs Orders 
lo march wliere I march, & obey what Orders I give them. But If 
you think that ’With tiic Force 1 have, which amouots to 200 Europeans, 
four hundred & odd seapoys (their CoJiipanys helng greatly deficient) 
I’o pursue M Law, whose Force by the best InLcIUgence Is near 200 
Europeans, 300 scapoys, ^ © P" Cannon : 1 shaJl upon the Receipt 
of your answer^ which ( beg may he sis soon ns possibiPj proceed. 
Hitherto we have made the greatest Expcdilion, nolwdthstnndhig 
the DICTicultieii we have lahoiErd tiuder. II I receive your tetter 
by tomorrow night, my not being jotnd by the Nabobs Troops will 
have hitherto Occasiond us no delay» As Pajcrlar ^:VrrEick Is deemd 
very unwholesome I hope you'll order some good Arrack & Bheuit 
to follow us.—We labour under many disadvantages by the Nabob^s 
lm\dDg given no iJirecLions to Ihe People to look upon iiB as friends 
it going upon hU I leave It to your better Judgement to 

detennine whether Were we orderd to return It wood not hurt us 
In the Oplnkm of the Country powers ConsidcriTig bow rendy the 
freach are to Invent Stories ^ to represent things In the worst Light/* 

The voyage up tJie Ganges at tUe storrmest season of the 
year was full of advoiiture. The niighty river at this time 
of iniindation was many /idles in widtli* like au uriu nf the 
sea, and when a mon^ooti storm, sudden and violeut, buJ5t,^ 

* Ejre Ckiotc Eptlk ILk iimne De Soaiiy, Kaiisiirr, anJ Sjuisure (Eyre 
Coot p's biters, PdwIs JJftHiuic Epellj the natne 
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tbe waves wei*e as tUc waves of the sea. TliC boatmen were 
lielplcss and the strong wind drove many of the clumsy boats 
on to the banks or one of tJic numerous islets of sand. Eyre 
Coote reported tt? GUve on thy ISth the boats that were lost 
or dauiagctl: 

” I have Rcfed your two Lellers ilaled the 9^* & Instants 
I BctjuniuLed j'f>ii In my last under dale the 11*^ oI tbe Loss of the 
riont with Lill tlic Arrack many of the rest were very near sharing 
the same Fate. The Small Amunitlon & one of the TatnbrtI Boats 
a^tved only Yesti-nlay Occaslotid by the Strong Current &, by their 
wanting tinll their Complement of Dandles The roughne^ of th* 
Klver & badness of the Boats & Tiickle has made several of our 
Dandies (cave us here for fear of Ihc Danger In proceeding lo Patnn. 
—As to sending forwarti the Scupoys U was rrapossihlc There heing 
betwixt this Baglepuor 5 Nullas which they could not pass without 
Boats, and they likewise wanted Amunltluii, wluch I would not supply 
them with befoiv this D.ny.—Ever since I arrived here I have employed 
all the hands eonld possibly bt procured in refilling I he Boats which 
arc still in a very Slialterd Condition—Tbe Pliousdari * ol this place 
has promised lo get me 10 Boats by tonorow, & an addiLional Number 
ot Dandies : 1 hope lie'll he as good os his worrl else 1 csuil help 
dread mg the eon sequences Lo uur Tect In its present Condition. Let 
It be ns II vi tll, I sliaU certainly set out tomorrow it Depend upon 
It I shall lose no Time in enecuilng your Orders ; Esteeming myself 
parliculnrly Interested in the success of this Expedition.” 

In the saniu letter he recortls the fate of ^Vlcxantlcr Saus- 
sure, w'lro was taken prisoner in a Moor’s dress. He first 
etiine from Europe to Bojubay as n volunteer in a Swiss 
Oimpany of soldiers, but soon after left the East India 
Company’s service: 

“ I menLino'd to you In a former Letter That the Se.'ipoys had 
apprehended on the Road, Disguised in a Moors Dress, Alexf Saussure 
S. Inclosed to you his Lt'tler addressed to Major Grant. I was 
Informed yesterday by the Sergeant of the Grenadiers Devergy, that 
he wns endcavcuiring to Corrupt him to desert &. to Carry over as 
many of the men with him as he Could The Sergeant seeming to 
Come into his scheme Induced him to disclose the Projeei he hml 
formed for his Escope, by the Connivance of a scapoy one of the 
Guard that attended him. He showd him also a Letter he was 
WTiting lo ST Law (a Copy of which I Inclose to you) Upon the 
Bi'jiart ol the Sergeant I sent M' FlacLioa who seized the Letter. 

^ froim daitilf & nn tmir—lioalzu^nT 

^ FmjdiJr —Si tidlLtiiiy governor qI a ilEilrltt. 
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Having ofilered hiin Lo be brought before tis^ lie acknowledgeii he 
wrote It! [t ttierefatc my Opinion us Weil as that ol uLl the 
omeers that be merited Death a^ a Spy &. he was accordingly Hanged. 
The Seapoy Is to be tried this Day by a Court Martial ot the Siibedars. 

I have ordered the Sergeant for bis Fidelity 100 W which I hope 
you will not think too mnda tor the Service he has done. The Trifle 
of Money found on Do Snusure I shall be Answerable lor to the Agents, 
Yon see sir how much the French merit the Ladnlgciice yon grant . 
them t This very mnn having had your Liberty to go where he 
pleased." 

In hi^ letter to Law, Saussurc wrote: 


You, Sir, have it In your power, wiUi the troops uinrlcr yanr 
command, Lo get the hitter ot the Engfish detachment, wlio are 
now in pursuit of you^ In the twrinkling of an eye, you may entirely 
change the face oi aHalrs here* Yanr name is in high rtpiite among 
the Moors, and the mflltary^ repntatlon of Mr. Bussi/ is so great and 
dreaded, that this party must instantly Hy at bis very name," He 
proceeded wuih advising Mr. LaWt by a counter-march, lo attack our 
troops in the nlgbt-tiJfie+ in a cerluSu place w^hicb he particularly 
described ; as^^iiring himi that by such a coup he m]gbt caBiiy kill 
or make prisoners all the ofilcers* especially those ol the Sepoys, who 
were more addicted to drunkenness Ibaii even the Europeans them¬ 
selves.—I-Ie concluded his letter with these words : "I wished to 
iiave delivered to you in person this IntcUigeiicep but on Ihe lliird 
day of my joumey, I had the iiiisfortune lo be arrested, disguised 
like a Moor : I shall do every thing in my power however to make 
my escape ; for which purpose T Leg yon to send with the hearer, 
a good A/coro, who imderslandfi the Portuguese language.—The 
English arrived at BafamUilt the lllh instant.*^^ 


Ttmt Snusb'ure deserved the fate of a spy there is no doubt: 

Sepou whom he liP<l seduced, was tried the next day 
by a court-martial composed of Suhodars and JtimedarSf who finding 
Ijiiu guilty of consenting to counive at, and assist Sousure 

In making Ills escape, ordered him 500 kuihes with a ratun, and to 
be lamed out of the service.* 


This is the first instance on record in the Bengal Army 
of a Native Court Partial. 

On the 15tL Eyre Coote left RnjmaliaL The sepoys ivere 
still obliged to mcireh by lamL and taking the read running 
along the foot of the Iiills, renthed. Sikreegnllj% a village at the 
base of a high rooky emiiisnce at an angle of the Ganges. 

* Ives, p. 15S. * IK lilO, 
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Eyre Coote visited the celebriited SikreeguUy Pass (Diifi- 
cult Pass), 

'■ wliicU Is ii road Ifam anDiiL § to 12 feet vrldc^ €ut Lhrciueh a rock;* 
aiiiJ coverfid on earli aide by an unp^eLi^ubJe jLimfle or coppice, 
wbiJe a rlvnkt or water eoiirsCp very hallow and Impassable, nuts 
near to the FuUticIcs or gale ; it a ball were dlscliarged herc^ it coidd 
not go above 100 yards in a line, tbe road every where aboundiug 
with so many intricate wlndiogs.*' ^ 


Oq the 16th. the fleet was away aud tw'o days eXter, 

Eyre Coote reached BagUulpore in the province of Bchar. 
Here he received the following irom Clive: 

MoOItSHEUABA-D 13^fj 1757. 

—There is such a Complaint against you from SeebnaiiLray 
the Pboasdur of Rajamal's Du an , us had (m ode) me blush^ tbo^ 
I know not how to give Credit to it- He writes the Forces had 
enter'd tbeir Fortp thrown down tbeir Guns and Nognrras, plunder'd 
every pnrt ol it, and that tlie Soldelrs and Seapoys have gone into 
all the houses in the town. Insulted their women fmd at ole their 
eQects. Such Behaviour may Country people a disgusL 

to us and be of the ulmosl 111 Consequence lo the Company's a0airB. 
I destre that henceforward you will not enter their Forts nor take 
anything from tbemp no I even pro visions If to be bought^ and that 
you win have as Uttle conuection with Country people as possible. 

The Nabob sends me word the French hav<^ left Bagglepoor and 
are marching northwards I hope you will be after them as fast as^ 
possible^ I shall send you bibs for ID or L5000 Bupees on Patna. 

1 am Sir 

Your roost Obedient humble Servt* 

Rr. Cltve, 

To ^Lljou Evnn Cootk. 

The same day Jie also wrote to iiim thus : 

MuonsH£j>ABAn l3^/i July 1757 

Sir,—I received your Letters of Hie lOLh and lUh InslanlaK 
1 shall veiy soon inclose to ynu Letters from the Nabob to Phousdars 
and Jemedara of the Country to make them and tbeir people obey you. 
When I sent you after Mr. Law, 1 gave you positive Orders to pursue 
him. Why then do you deJuy when your force is larger than his ? 
1 would have you follow tiiro at all Events, whether you are Join'd 


^ Ivei, p. IGO- 
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by Country people or aoL I will glYc you Orders for fiome goq4 
Arrack, liiscuiU to be sent to you ijnmediateJy, 

I am Sir 

Yoiir most Obedient bumble Servant 

Rr. Cltve, 

P.S.—Tbe Nabob has wrote ’Mr. Law in tlie most positive terms 
to surrender. 

Tq Major Evre Coote. 

On July 14 GUve wrote to Coote mfonmn® him of the 
capture of Vizogopatam, and he lets drop an ingenkui^i sug¬ 
gestion : 

MOORSnEUABAD 14lA 1757 

- Sir,—V izagfipatam was surrender'd to Monsr. Biissle tbe 2Gth 
June, and Mr* Peidval, the OJfleers and cirM gentlemen are come 
down on their parole. Should tliere be on absolute necessity either 
for your being obliged to give bottle in a disadvantogeous situation 
or some other very urgent Reasoni you may then oiler Monsr. Law^ 
that blmself^ the Officers and civil Gentlemen under Ills Cxommand 
may be exchanged for those come from ViKagapatam. But 1 would 
not have you make use of this liberty witlioul the most pressing 
necessity. The Strictest Orders are gone from the Nabob to KEunnaraln 
to pursue Law with the utmost vigour. I desire yuull do the same. 

I am Sir 

Your most Obedient humble Ser^'t. 

Robt. Clive* 

To ^LAJ□ R Eyue Co PTE, 

Clive eontinned to proas on Eyre Coote the necessity of a 
vigorous pursuit. I rely on your not giving over the pur¬ 
suit,’^ he says oq July IT, “ wliile there h a possibility of over¬ 
taking hira.*^ Eyre Coote at the E^ame time employed 
in answering the censure inipUed m Clive's lettefES* Hu wrote 
from Jiaghulpore on July IS : 

" 1 this morumg reed your Letter of the I31h nt Calgown as 1 
was setting out for this Place—I cant help saying thul the Para graph 
In It relating to the pasitive Orders you gave me at setting out, 
To pursue Mr. Law with the utmost expeditiun, has given me no 
small udcaslness^ I assure you Sir, I have oft revolved In my Mind 
those Orders^ but could not find that any One of them could Oblige 
me to do linpossibiitties. If youll only take the Trouble to peruse 
my Letters you'll find my Reasons for fitayrng I wo Days at Rajauial 
were for \vani ol Dandles & Boats: ^ to endpovour to repak our 
Shalterd ones. I may venture to aay, had 1 taken the advice of 
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all the OHic&rs ut the Diitachment, I sliou'd liave niaclu a longer 
stay ther-e than I did: having come Aiftay almost in as bad a Gortditian 
as I ELrrivtnl —As to representing my not having been Jolud by 

the Nabobs farces; 1 thought U my Duly^ as I found I had not near 
the Complement you told me li was to Command ; & os I lfK>kd upon 
it os a slight at the Nabobs to you, his endeavourUig in this to Deceive 
yan.—Had you yourself klio^ll the fatigue of Rodyn A uneasiness 
of lirlind I have suflerd since I came upon this Expedltloiit yo^ woii<l 
have pitied me^ Insleod of Condemning my Conduct: But I thank 
God I have long ago learnt to bear with Resignation this ; & other 
Ills attending the Life of a soldier —i am persuaded II you Converse 
with men who are Acquainted with the Jnumies we have made, that 
you^U And none of them of Opinion we have been Dilalory^ In getting 
halfway to Patna, at this season of the Year, in Ten Days. 1 assure 
you sir "tlfi my greatest Am bit Ion to lueril your Approbation : But 
I fear 1 have not yet hern so Imppyt notwith^anding my best 
endeavours^ as to Obtain It. Lust tilghl a Goest Seapoy^who deserted 
from the Frencli+ joind Mootenbeg—On my Examining him* he told 
me he had been In Chandernagorc daring the Siege^ ^ when lakeni 
he & several more were set at Liberty hy Kissnesingi & told to go 
where they pleased : Upon which he the rest of them wenl, and 
Joind Mr. Law—About lU Days ago he says he left them encampd 
at Mungeer, amountiug to about 140 Europeans and 00 seapoys, 
all well armed p with 5 p” Cannon Jk were in no want of Ammunilion 
—Tliat not having reced his Fay for some TimCp & having had some 
Words with bis Jemedar, had Induced him lo Come & Offer bis service 
to us—Mootenbeg has represented to mCj That the Seapoys grumble 
a goad deaii at the long Sc painful Marches they have been obliged 
la make : & that there were 3 or 4 nf them whom he Could not Account 
far who hail Dropt behind. I desired he would endeavour to heurten 
the Jlen^ & keep up their .Spirits : that I woud represent tu you 

their Fatigues, & if you I bought It proper you woud make them 
some AddEiiuual Allowance.—Tlie OUlcers beg I would represent 
lo you the Hopes they have from your goodness of an extraordinary 
Ailowance of Balta^ In Cunslderatlou of the additional Expences 
& fatigues Lhey are at/^ 

In a p^istscript he rtjdles to the cimrge of plundering bremght 
against the forces: 

" This mometd 1 have reed your Letter of the I3th about the 
Complaiut of the Phonsdar of Rajamal whieli greatly surprises me. 

^ Boiia, ^trnta, or ft/rsiffn—an extro aUownnc? mnde to offleersp solJkrs^ nr 
alliEr iiuLlle wlieu in the lldd or on other nprclal poaiiiia.— Housox- 

JoBSON. in TEVEinuc iruUlcTss d applies tE]i tlie arnuiint ^lied in or dedui^led 
from nay payment aecording lu the currency in which It is paUi us compafcU 
with u lix^ stoniifii’il cola Dlscoout on un-current or short-weighted rupw- 
A ur eburgi^ iuipoEiHl to make up Eor any pirtiJ»aLlc dcnclEocy in Uie 0010.""^ 
Correspondener^ 
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Both I &. yir. .1 Dims tod G&fidtfscentitd to wait upon hSifi lo have 
Quarters u&signfl so aa to prcv^Mit any Disturbance or Inronvealeace 
to the IiiUabituiils He did al liims^lf Conduct us lo the Fort aii 
Open square without any gates, the Area an liillte DiinghiJI Jt in 
whieh there were neither Guos to throw dE>wu nor EFerU lo Piniuleir 
lit Here bath Seapoys & ^Idiers were lodged & Confined liy an Officer's 
& two Seapny Guards Very much to the Dissatisfaction of the whole. 
By the Phousdurs Desire I sent about the Tons Tom to ajisure tiie 
People ol my Protection A that 1 woud redress npnn Appheatiou 
any Injuries wldnh might be done them which to the utmost ol my 
Power 1 endeavoured to do. But notwithslanding I gave oil cncoun%ge- 
ment to Discover Pluudereis not one was found out* He indeed 
Compluind that somebody at the waler side Stopt One of his Guns 
with Mud who did it 1 coud not find out nor can I he Answerable for 
such foolish actions. I now reply lii general that he i5 a VlllEUn & 
his Accusal ion folse & that we all suffer d more at that Place than 
any where else be promising ^ Deceiving us Dally in every thing he 
promised lo assist tis in* By the next Oppoiiunily I shall reply 
more fully heg youU believe I shall always act so as lo keep niy 
Conduct aear & my Enemies from having any handle over me."" 

Tlu! suggestum put forward by Eyre Cootc that the t^lTiccrs 
iihoiild Tcecive an extra allowance of baUa kiinUctl the ire of 
Clive* He replied thnii; 

Mukadabau^ 

2Alh Julu 1757. 

Sin,^—1 receiv'd your letter of the iSth. You may remember 
my Orders were to proceed in quest of Monsr, Law' and his party 
without Avaiting or depending upon bring join'd by any of the Nabobs 
forees. My reason for so doing was from a thorough conylcUoii that 
the parly under your Command was much superior in iilrenglh to 
that under Mr. Law, and I wiD further add that the one half of your 
detachment is a full nuitch for Iriiii. If 1 repeated those Orders^ It 
was in Consequenec of n IvlLcr received from you containing the 
enclosed particulars. The only chance of taking I*£iw and his party 
depended upon Esepedition^ and by your letter 1 make no doubt but 
you have useil its much as your Silualion and the Obstacles ynu have 
met with would adnilt of* 

U gives me Infinite concern tlie Officers should make Application 
for an addlLioniiJ ALIow'ance of Balta. I always thought their own 
Reputation and tho honour of their Country would have been 
indlement sufficient with them lo undergo hardships and fatigues, 
which could uot much exceed those wldch the whole .Army suffer d 
ill UivSr miLrcli from Caicnttn to Cassiniha^ar. 1 om the more sur¬ 
prised at il^ iiecaa&e their allnwancc Is hey on d everything heard of 
In any other Service^ wdthouL men Honing the good Effects of I lie 
Nahoh^s gcnemslty 
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If Mr. Law and his parly» or any part of them, fall into your 
hands, you will return with them as soon as poasibiej but if on the 
etmlraiy^ you have uo hopes of overtaking them+ nr enticing their 
Men away by fair ofle^ you will returui ilelivoriug a protest against 
RamnaraJn for his want of spirit and aetlvity in not slopping them. 
I hear the Nabob ha? threatened Vengeance against him if he does 
not exert hiJiiselfp and if the French are not taken he will certainly 


sniTer, 


I am Sir 

Your moiiL Obedient humhle ServL, 

Ronr. CuTVE- 


To Major Evbk Cdote 


On the lOth Eyre Coote continueil his route and late at 
night reached Monghyr^ whose fort, built on a precipitous rockf 
stands on a bend of the Ganges and Is waished by the saered 
waters. Here the red coated British soldiers entered for the 
first time the real Hindosta^:^* Eyre Coote attempted to cuter 
the citadclt contrary to Clivers e^cpress orderSp but the garrisoii 
** manned the rajnpjirts and showed their lighted matches 
which obliged tlie trtsops to march round the Ou 

the 25Jud lie left Monghyr, and three days after he writes to 
CliTC a letter which is a record of a series of accidents and 
misfortunes* His own Awf/geretp was Cast against a Bonk 
by the violence of the stream, and had a Plank store; by 
which w'e were in imminent danger of being Sunk : several 
Other Boats, particularly the Tmubril Bi:iat, narrowly escajied 
being lost*'^ He therefore judged it best to land all the 
men together with the guns and ajimmnition,” and marched 
in the afternoon about six miles* The next morning he 
proceeded about twelve miles. 

** The SoIdJcr^ dmiug the whole of the Marcli uttering Express!otis 
fall of Discontent; Complaining of the Fntigues they Suffer'd (which 
I caat deny have been greater Ihau I've ever seen them undergo) 
Their waul of Shoes, -at Arrack ; & that their Pii^e maney has not 
been paid I hem—Refusing in a maimer to marcli lurther. 1 
endeavoured all I coaid to ffnd out the Ringlendct, & employd the 
Sergeants to Exambie into It strictly. Tliey Inform me tills Is not 
a new thing; they have been grr^hfijig ever since they set Out. 
FindiJig the Men in this ftJutjiious Dispoisitioii & the Wind and River 
Favourable* I embark'd them; & marchd with the Seapoys A 
Artillery 3 Goss further to Bahar. I have had no fiirlher aeconnls 
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from Mr. Pearkes where Mr. Liiw i» got to; But purpose, tl on my 
arrival at Patna I flml he is yet in the Province to go on tny self 
with the Seapoys, & leave the Etiropeanfl, who in their present Temper 
I dont think are to be depended upon, to Come on by easy marches 
under Command of Cap* Grant. I have sounded the heads of the 
Seapays who Assiiri! me they & their men (several of whom are sjck 
i lame hy hard marching) will follow me, for which 1 have engaged 
they shah be Rewarded. I shall be at Patna the Day after tomorrow 
& wiiJ Consult with the Nabob whether he'h go past the Bounds 
of his Province after the French," 


On the arrival of the fleet at Patna, Eyte Coote 

sent the Sergeant to the Kings Troops, in hope I might have some 
Influcjice over them : Caused him to remind them how ready 1 had- 
ever been to Oblige llieni. Oi how sensible I was of their bad 
Behaviour on this Occasion, Which M they did not Amend, I wood 
silgmatise them to the World & to their Own Hegement by leaving 
them behind at Patna. One and nU retumd me for Answer Thai 
that w'as what they desired , That the ofheers wanted to kill them, 
in order to get their PrUte money with which Intent they had Detaind 
It from them." 

The morning Eyre Coote, having pushed forward the 
sepoys and iirtillery by land, put off with the fleet, and at 
ten arrived at the city of Patna, the capital of the Province 
of Behor, “ long celebrated in India,” says ah old traveller, 
“ as the most fertile part of Hindostan.” Ram Karain, the 
Governor of Behar, had remained faithful to Surajah Dowla, 
but when he Iicard of the death of his sovereign he proclaimed 
Meer Jaffier. His loyalty was naturally open to suspicion, 
and Bjtc Coote, who considered that Ram Kaiain had not 
afforded him sufficient assistance in his march and was 
offended at his refusal to see him at once on his arrival, listened 
too readily to the charges brought against him by Mahomed 
Ami, the farotber, and Meer Cossim, the brother-in-law of 
Meer Jaffier. The former in a conversation Iield in private, 
at night, proposed to Eyre Coote ** to Cut Off Ranmarain 
now If I’d support him.” E>Te C.ooto, " Declining to Inter¬ 
fere till properly Authorised,” then proceeded to mention, 
among other things, that the Nawab’s refusal to sec him was 
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“ a Proof he was III Inclmcd to us-ward.'* He then "Halked 
of the Coimcil they had held the Kight before and the Advice 
givoQ him by the Jemedars 4S::e^ to attack & Cut us off that 
night, as a thing we were trell Acquainted witli.” * He then 
desired that “ this Discourse might not be repeated to Meer 
Casjiim as he was a tittiourous mans. Jt Buxey to Ranioarain.^^ 
But Meer Cossun was one of tlie ablest suid bravest men about 
the Court, and Maliomed Ami knew that he was bis most 
fortnidable rival for the governorship if Rani Narain was 
deposed. The statement that Rani Narain^s intention to 
murder Eyre Coote’s dctaehnient wjis a well-known fact w^as 
deverly inserted. But there is no evidence for believing 
that it was true. On the afternoon of July 29 Eyre Coote 
paraded his trixips preparatoiy^ to a march, when the sepoys 
to a man laid down their arms and refused to proceeds 
I 

" They enumeraled the har^Jships Lhey liad undergone in this 
long march^—Thu itjstance they noW' were from Lhelr wives and famOlus 
to whom they w^ere promised they 5hoiild rciuni iti three monlhs— 
But hat] been decoyed still on from one place (n another ^ now did 
not know where we w^ere aboil 1 to lead them—Complained that 
stoppages had been mnde unjiisliy from their pay &Ch By Argument 
A fair words I prevailed upon them at last to lake up their atm^ 
agaln^A they now seem contented," ^ 

They marched with the artillery to Eimkipim** wdicre 
the Company had a garden about five miles from the city, 
Lite European infanlry^ proceeding thither ijy water. On 
August 1 the detachmeiit reached Moneab^ an important 
town fifteen nxiles from Dinapore at the confluence of the 
river Soan with the Ganges* The troops with their ammuni¬ 
tion crossed the Ganges and, prtice^diug up the river bank, 
arrived at Cbupra and were lodged in the large saltpetre 
godaisM, or storehouse^ and the factory^housc. Here E 5 Te 

^ Orzne writea: Ukiwlu! □££crted: that Ranmaruin hge) ErnniidtciL tils 

conikleiiti on the of drstrojinfi thE Enj^lSuli lietaehniE’nt. This inf^rmii^ 

tiDo iJ^tcrMlned iLe hlojor to proceed with all expectitiou ta Uie ^^i:lnt1erfi of 
OuJe/'—^V' dL 1„ pH 102. 

■Letter from Major Ejtc Cuole lo Cnlood Cllvc, rioted Angn&t 3p 1757, 
Choppiara. 
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Coote lefirncd that Law Jiiid left that place seventeen days 
before, and was now at Benmes. 

The day after lie reached Chupra Byre Coote proposed 
to Clive that Bam Narain should he deprived of the g^overaoi- 
ship and Mahomed Ami appointed in his place s 

Tliis is the Person, Sir^ SboiiM you judge any such 
as I have pointed out Salutaiy & neressarj' lo be Pursued^ wham 
I would Recommeiid^ Both on ficuount of hSs being so nearJy reJatcd^ 
H&: so firmly Attached to the Nabob ; & because he appears a man 
oi Sense, is knowm here^ ^ Acquainted with the Province^ Is upon 
the Spot» Co aid Assist w ith a Parly In KxeeiitLng a Sudde n Stroke 
of this Nature, such as the presen 1 E^gtucy seems to Demand wuLhaut 
raising In Ramnaiian sasplciuns &: so giving liim Time la prepare 
& sLrengtlien himseJf : which a M;ui sent frum any other Place w'ith 
ft farce SuQlcienl to Effect thts, would Ck!casJoii—I Ihlnk the farce 
I have wlllJ racj suOlcleiiL to EfTect this Business, Shourl you Judge 
It proper to be u ndcrtoken h How great Gloiy woufd Accrue to you 
Sir dt advantage to our Country shnu'd we suceecd In Securing &. 
firmly Settling this Pnovtnee^ & in raisiiig such a Bulwark against 
the French ever hereafter entering In to this Country/" 

Before this letter reached Iiim, Clive acting on "Eyte Coote"s 
previous eomnmnicatioiis, liad w ritten as follows : 

MuxjlDabaDj Isf 1757, 

SiB^—1 this morning Receive two letters of the 28th and 2&th 
instants. I have i^hice hod a mceling on the subJecL of them wllh 
the Nabob, the result ol which Is that I desire that yon will, on the 
receipt of this, ret turn to Patna, and secure your self In the Company's 
factoiy there. Avoid giving Suspicion. Give for reason for your 
Return that the French had gone beyond your reach anti into the 
territory vt another Prince. Write to Sufa Dowiat » IhftE respect 
for him has prevented your pnrsnUig your Enemies Into his iCountry, 
and assure him in genemt terms of the friendship of the English, 
desiring he will give the French up. You arc to eontiidl wdib Meer 
Mahmud Ami Khan and Meer Cessum w^hat measures are to be 
pursued with regard to Ramnaraint who U a Rascal. The Resolution 
here is that if it can be effectually done, be is to be demolished. If 
not, nothing is to he aticmpteil tilj after the rains. 

Tlie Nabob desires you will acquaint his Brother-In-Law and 
Mecr Cassum with the contents of this letter, not chusfng to trust 

^ ShuJu-uddqidDh, Nawab of Oittlh, at that Llnie one of the most powu-ful 
kinsdom? In Inilia- Hampratad Sarlfr. a lYoferaor of SarsejSt ^tid a 
guislicil hlslarien wrilei—ShuIuuiJuJaytiL 
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his sentiments in Persiati lest the letter abouid misearry* Of ail 
things beware of treachery. 1 sliaU write to yon more full (y) to 
mon-ow. 

1 am Sir 

Don^t come away from Palna Yoiir most Ohedt. Senrt, 

UD yon bear further Irani me Rost. Clive 

Ta MivJoR Eyre Coote 

Byre Coote received Ctivo*s letter on August 1% and on 
the follow'iiig day lie Wrote to Clive from Patna - 

" Your letter of the IsL which ought to have nrrived In 1 tJays* 
rcachd me only yesterday. Immediately Orders were given ta get 
every thing ready ta return lierc. We left Chupra Tills mom in g 
^ all arrived here by Noon, the rearguard Boats excepted* The 
BiillDcks, Lascars arc to follow as soon as they can be ffrrled 
over but 1 dont especL them before three Days." 

So ended Eyre Coote's expedition. It failed in its jirincipal 
ohjcotj the capture of and liis party^ and the failure ^vas 
due to Eyre Coolers ignorance at this time ct Oriental dipla- 
maey and Oriental warfare, Chupra ivas the chief centre of 
the trade in saltpetre, which was mannfactured in great quan¬ 
tities in the neighbouring districts. Eyre Coote and Mr. 
Johnstone^ the civil official who accompanied the expedition, 
made it their business, says Ivefi^ '' in their leisure hours to 
acquire a competent Icnowlcdge of this itnportant branch of 
• commerce/' On August 17 Ejtc Coote w-rote the foUowing 

letter to CUve» which throws a ray of light on the interest 
he took in this lucrative trade: 

Patnxi, Awsr* y* 17, 1757. 

Sjn,—I return you many Ibniiki^ for the consideration you are 
pleased to Express in regard to the extraordinary Expenses I am 
at as Camfd.indiiig Oftlccr; from Ihc knowledge 1 have of yaiir 
Justice ] never Imagined you desined I su'd be a laser on that Accoiujt. 
Aiif\ 1 beg leave to Ajisnre you that Y giving you Satisfaction a 
more Essential to me thno any Pecunlory View whatever. 

Mr. Johnstone, who has heen exlreamly servieeabk to me. has 
proposed a Scheme how I might Ad van [age myself a 1] tile by purchas¬ 
ing some of Ihe comniodilies of this Place now greatly In Demond 
at CalcuHa. Itowevcr proinlslng nf Success this appenirs to me, yet 
as I have kept nothing a secret from you, so neither would I ehnse 
Lo engage In thb without your Knowledge and apprabutlou. Which 
if I obtain The Stntllng me a Letter of Credit on the Scats here, will 
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acid to thfl many Kavouf’s yon have already Conler'd on me, & 
I will be Accountable to you on my arrival for what ever Sum T 
Lilke u|>. 

I FJatter my Selt ygu wiU Excuse tfie troliJe I now give you which 
r will not to hy aiteinptiiig to dl^ciihe how much lam 

Sir 

Your most Obliged & 

Most Ohe* Ilumbie 

^ ^ ^ Evbe CoorE- 

Cold“ Ftoe'^ Clive 


After having recaUed EjTe Coote from his fruitless pursuit 
of Law, Clive returned to Calcutta. On August 9 Watson 
nTote to him thus : 


Dear Sra,—1 am glad to hear by M' Pocock of your Health 
& of your Intention to continue at Calcutta a few days before yoii 
return to Murendabad. He tells me you purpose favouring me with 
a Visit to morrow morning. 1 beg you'J not be at that trouble, as 
I fully intend makbig you one the moment my letters are finished 
for the Coast, & indeed J promised my self that pleasure this evening 
but found my self not quite well, I am with great Esteem 

Dear Sir 

Your most Obed‘ Hunj^'* Servant 


Tuesday evening 
My Compf to JH 
CUve & M” Latham 


Cm" Watson 


A few days after, Watson svas taken ill, and on the morning 
of the iBtli the able anti brave seaman died, universally regretted 
and belove<i. 


The next day, bis corpse was buried al CalcttUa, attended to 
the grave, by Admiral Pocock, by ail the captains, and by almost 
every ofllcer and seaman of the squadron. Colonel CUve too and 
as many gentlemen from the anny as conJd possibly be spared, 
S!n"/ t melancholy occasion. Many French gentlemen 

□bo (who through the fortune of vrar were his prisoners.} and several 
tiiDusands of Armenians and Indians fnltowed him to his m-ave * 
nor was there, I believe, an individual among them all. that did not 
shed a tear or give some other mart of unfeigned sorrow. In a 
word, no man ever iived more esteemed, nr died more regretted than 
Admiral Watson. A voluntary universal mourniitg, displayed in 

iarof hTs'meJil""^ 
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The "Worsl that couM probably be said of "Watson vras 
that his temper was warm and that he was not free from 
the creeping jealousies of huntan nature- Clive had resented 
his obstruction in political aflttirsi but he fully recognised his 
good qualities and sincerely lamented his deatfi. He wrote 
to Fort St. George r 

" II ;s with the deepest concern I acquBint yon of Admiral 
Walson's denth. FUs zeal for the service oI the Company and the 
extraordinary success it was envered with both at Geetiah and in 
this Expedition will make his memory particularly in India survive 
to latest ages.'* 

In a letter to the Secret Committee at home He observed: 

" Mr. WaUou is no more. Every one here received tlie melancholy 
news of his death with much concern : his generosity, disinterested^ 
ness and seal for the service, must for ever endear his memory to the 
Company. Unhappy fatel after having escaped all the risk of war, 
to bo thus untimely cot ofl In the midst ol his successes, crowned 
with glory and reputation.'’ 

Clive wftS aow desirous of returning to Elngland, »s the 
strain of the campaign and the climate had told on bis health- 
lie wtotc thus to Orme: 

DnAn OftHE, — Probably the News overland will Tcadi you belore 
this, informing yon ol the Great Revolution effected in the Kingdom 
of Bengal; this Espedilion has perfectiy sallsiled me as to Circum- 
stanees, I only wait to see every thing firmly settled belore 1 steer 
my Course for old England ; so far from being a hindrance to your 
aspiring thoughts I shaU be of great Assistance by my Interest which 
you may depend upon. 

I am possessd of Volumes of Materials for the Continuance of 
your History, in which will appear Fighling, tricks, chicanery. 
Intrigues, Politics and the Lord knows what; la short there wUl be 
a fine Field for you to displi^ your Genius in; I shall certainly call 
upon the Coast in my way to England. 1 have many Parllctiiarx 
to explain to you relating to the said History wliich must be 
published — 

I mnsl now I rouble you with a few Comm' concerning family 

_ Inprlmis, what you can provide must be the finest and 

best you get for Love or Money; 200 Shirts, the Wrist Bands worhd 
some of the RuIUes workd with a Border, other in Sifuarcs, &. the 
rest plain ; Socks Neck Cloths Handkerchiefs in proportion, 3 
large of the finest Stockings, for the above lake Walsh's Muster, 
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scvoFaJ Pieces Spotted IblusLin & plain 2 Yards wide for Aprons^ 
Book Muslin Cambricks or a few Pieces of Uip finest DimlLy and a 
Complcal 6Cl ol Table Linncn of Fort David Dlnper made for tfie 
Puipose—You will have 5 Monttis for these Matters^ aiict tho' there 
may not be lime to get a compleat set of Gilntz Fnniitiire for ^ roonii 
Bed+ Chairs &c it may fallow^ Mrs. Morse Is u great Cotmoisseur 
in these Affairs excuse this tranbte from a Friend & believe me 

Dear Orme 

Your aif- Hble Sei* 

MoonsHEmABAn r, C- 

Ijf Auj/ 1757 

P.S. 

Be pleased to colleet my Concerns as fast as possible at Bombay. 
Mr. Spencer must have upwards ot 30000 n\ My Concern on the 
GrampEu exceeds 9000 R\ from which U to be deducted 2000 
horrawd of Col Lawrence at Hespondenliar 1000 Hancock is coti' 
cemd Stock & Block and Sir G Oive 500—Inclosed you will receive 
a Let lit r to Hancock with orders to account witli you ^ to send 
you up my Books which will explain lo you alf my Concerns ^ having 
a great Regard for Pybns* I direct that you Jet him have of 
my Money as last as It comes in IGOOO taking hia Interest Bond 
at 4 p Cent p Aim*^ only tho rest please to remit in Dlamouds or any 
other way You think proper oblige the Dflsi Cotah to pay my Money 
at all Events. 

The next day he wrotu to Mr. Pigot: 

If 1 was to consult my own inlerests only, ever^^ing conspires 
to Tnake me desirous of leaving tills province. An unhealthy climate. 
a bad constitution, a genteel competence^ a possible reverse of fortune, 
are strortg motives to have done so^ but a superior couslderatlon to 
all these oblJges me to cootlnuo some days longcr.'^' 

On August 19 lie wrote to Ms father informing him that 
he proposed sailing for England in January, If I can but 
leave this country in peace." The letter Tcvenls the tender 
and generous nature of the mnn ; 

Ho,yn Sin I — My last wqs from Cb and cm n gore, since which a 
RevoliiLion has been ellected (by means of the Mililarv oulv) scarcely 
to he parallelled in History. FJndUig after all our Effort the prince 
of the Coanlry was ileterm'* to ruin the Ertgllsli Company. & had 
caBd in the French for that Purpose, W'e delermind to ward off the 
Blow by hcgiiining flrst; accordingly the Army, consisting of lono 
Europeans, Blacks ± a Rue Train of Artillery, began their March 
from Chanderaagore the 13th June last & ou the 23'* met the Nabob 
on the plains of PJacy with an Army of 69000 Men. A Battle insued 
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in which he wa^ entirely (leleated vrith the Loss of tils Cajiip^ all his 
Baggage ^ *10 Pieces of (;iimoun : we pursued our Enemies for 5 Miles^ 
hut to Httle purpose for want of Horse ; in the Evening a very great 
Man & near Relation of the Nabob joined las, with u Considerable 
Forc^p whom we had enterd into a private Treaty to set up in 
the Kooui of Snrajah Doulet; He pursued his March to the Capilai,^ 
on wtuch the other took lo Flight S: was kdld in the Pursuit- The 
other, JafTelr Ally Cawn Bahad', was prodniuicd NaJjol) in his Boom 
to the great Joy and Satisfaction of the three Provincts- In Con¬ 
sideration of the great Services renderd Jaffeir Ally Cavi'n Bahader 
by the English he has agreed to give both publick & private to the 
^oiint of three Million Sterlingp ode half of which is absolutely 
reced.—His Generosily bos been such as wSlJ enable me lo live la 
my Jixillvc Country much beyond my most sanguine wishes i this 
you will observe by my I.etter to my Aitomles f he Papers Inclosed 
therein. Out of that Sum about 36iK}0£ belongs lo Others ; however 
what is there is not above one half of the Nnbohs G]ft+ and I am in 
great hopes of getting the rest. I have ordered 20D0£ each to my 
Sl&tcrs and shall lake care of my Brothers in due time : I would 
advise the Losses io marry as soon ns possible for they have no time 
lo lose ; there is no Occasion for your following the Law any more ; 
but mare of lh|s when I have the Pleasure of seeing yoUp which I 
hope will be In or 14 Months* 

Mrs. Chve takes her passage upon the Tyg^r^ Cap^ Latham, & 
wiil sail from hence in 6 AYeeks, t a king Bombay in her way. 1 propose 
leaving fhis place In January & In oil prohabtlity shall pvertake the 
Squadron either at the Cape of Good Hope or S* Helena j If I can 
but leave this country in peace, which 1 believe i shall, uolhing 
shall detain me longer* 

You may order the Rector to gel every thing Ready for the Repara¬ 
tion of old Stycti. I shall bring his Brother home with £15CM)0, as 
likewise Mrs Giiv^ Bra then 

if I can gel into Parliament I nhall be very glad, but no more 
slmg^es against the Ministry ; I chusc to be with them- 

Mrs Chve will write my Mother at Large. My best Respects 
and kindest AMshes attend her, not forgetting my Brothers & Sisters 


—it 1 am 


Hond Sir 

Your most dutiful &. Obed Son 

B. C. 


Calcutta 19 ^^ 1757 

RicuD CuvE Esq' 

There Is an Uocle of Mrs (Ulves* Mr James Maskelynei in great 
Distress ^ please to apply to my Attorneys for 50£ to give him on 
my Account* 


Not trusting his father's discretion, he WTote thus to Mr, 
Bole bier: 
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I need noL enler into a parllcuJar detail al the grand HevaJiition 
brought about iu this Country by the Forces under my Command 
you will hear enough of this from oil Handsp _it is sulllcjeni to say 
the Company d priYate persons are likely to he gainers 3 Millions 
Sterling by this Expedition, besides which the Company hove had 
a Tract of Land given them which wilt produce near £i.^0UU p Annum. 
—My General Letter to my ALturnies will niaJcc known Id yon the 
Jargo Remittances sent by means of the Dutch : it is possible I may 
send another such by the next Convey an re, 

I Wait for nothing bnt the Settlement of these Provtnees to begin 
my voyage for old England wliich I hope wrili be some time in January. 
As this good News may set my Father upon exerting himself too 
much ^ upon paying too msuiy visits to the Duke of N, Mr Fox* 
& olher great Men ; t desire you will endeavor to moderate his 
ExpectationSj for aitho^ I Intend getting into Parliament ^ have 
hopes of being taken some NoLlco of by his Majesty^ yet you know 
the Merit of all Actions are greatly lessend by being too much boasted 
of, I know my Father's Ols[>cisttion leads this way, which proceeds 
from his Affection for n^e. 

Mr George Clive wlli accompany me, worth IS or £20,000. 1 am 

sorry ftfr Donside was so precipitate in his Hesolutlon of returning 
home * this Expedition W'ould have been of great Service to him. 
Every^ Subaitern Officer will be near £3000 the richer for it. My 
Father wlli acquaint you with other Particulars ; Mrs Clive joins 
with me in CompltmenU to all Friends ^ 1 am 

Dear Sir 

Your most nbed Hum. Serv' 

CvLCtrrr^ H. C- 

2Ut Aii^ 1757 

On August 21 Clive wrote to Mahbot as follows: 

'* J remember with pleasure your kind Exprc<.^5loii5 of Friendship 
& good Wishes that the Expedition la Bombay might enable me to 
return to England, in Circumstances agreeabk to my own desires 
^ I have the pleasure lo acquaint you the greatest Sueresses at 
Golcondah could not have equalld the present one fur Advantages 
either to the Gotiipajiy or myscii: iJideed there Is uolhing but the 
Good of the Service can induce me to stay in this unhealthy (Jiniate : 
I suffer much at this Lime of Year : tiDW'ever 1 must see everything 
settled Ihink there is the flncjjt prospect of ttse new Nabobs being 
fully couiinned from all Parts by the Month of January' at farthest. 
The more lo farward his ConOrmaltenp our united Forces are Lo 
take the Field ^ March to Patna : Ibis Step wilt oblige the Evil- 
minded Lo court his favor ejiable me to be at the Coast by Iho 
latter End of Jon^ at farlbest with a considerable Reinforcement. 
1 propose proceeding from thence to England^ leaving my Superiors 
there to take up Hie Sword."' 
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But Tiiuch hard work bad to be don^j and many severe 
trials to be endured, before Clive eould re turn to old England 
with hLs fortune* Early in Septeiuber be set out again for 
Murshidabad with the intention of mnrehing on Patna, but 
when he urrived there he found the aspect of aftairs had altered^ 
He had ordered Ejtc Cootc to ?^ize Ham Nomrn and deprive 
hbu of his oflke. But Eyre Coote^ when he reached Putna, 
deferred attacking his citadeL Meanwhile, Ham T^arain by 
some submission Imd pacified the Nabob,'* and at Meer Jaiber'^ 
request Eyre Coote and bis force were ordered to return from 
Patun, 

On September 13, having Iiad a very rapid fuul favour¬ 
able passage,*" tlie detaebment arrived at Mursluilabad and 
were stationed at Cossimhiizar. The rest of the troops were 
moved down to Cbaudemagore, Where tl\ey were quartered 
on account of its iieirig eonsidered a more liealthy situation 
than Cideutta- On Se]>l:emhef 12 Clive had w^ritten: “ For 
myselft after having pressed the Naholi to be diligent m col 
lecting his army, I am now ab<jut to return to Calcutta to 
make the necessary preparations for the ensuing campain/" ^ 
Two days later, he departed from MurshklabadL 

Clive bad now to encounter the diJllculties which present 
themselves to an administrator w'bo hcts to construct a new 
political framework. But he had not the tools for the con- 
stniction Chf that framework at hand* The factors and writers 
in Madras had* like Clive himi^lf^ been converted into soldiers 
and administratcirs by the rough business of war* But the 
Company's servants in Bengal were still mere traders, Intent 
oidy on making bargains with a shrewd, timid race who had 
for centuries suUered imder the oppression of native rulers* 
Clive found that he could not recruit from the younger men 
a competent staff of administrators* and in July he suggested 
to the Court of Directors that they should send out capable 
young gentlemen for the civil service*** Tlie increase of his 
military force, the organisation of it, and* more than all, the 

1 To tile llauhle Pifial aqU GtqUenien of Ibc SeUct ComciJUee 

of Fort Miisatluvajd, SeptemUer 12, 1157. 
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erection of fortifications oooeasary to secure tlie safety of the 
settlement, m"ere the first matters whicli oceypicd the attention 
of CWve* He enlisted more men from the me^ which had 
followed the Muhntmnedan venturers intn and 

organised a second hattalitm, or regiment, of regidar sepoys- 
He unpressed on the Oourt of Directors the necessity of send¬ 
ing out n large body of recruits from the European troops 
and also the soul of an army—efficient officers. Give me 
leave to recommend to your most serious consideration the 
sending out of some good and experienced officers, foe he 
assured there are wry few in your service at present; the 
best are killed or dead,"* He added: 

" It Is well Vfortli the Otreclors wlffie to give some extraordinary 
Kocouragement to Iiatf a Oo^en Officers of Experience ^ Rafik to 
enter Into their Service for a Terra oi Years, ± It would be greatly 
to their Ad vantage if there forces were reghneDted, the Expences 
of a few more Field Officers are triilmg in Comparisaii of the whole, 
& the good Effects veiy obvious to nil ^lUltary men. Officers 
of Artillery well vers'd in the Laboratory Service arc very much 
wanted/* i 

Clive obtained from the Company the right to repair and 
enlarge the fortifications at Calcutta, and he was insistent that 
the Select Comnfittce should at once exerci^ the right- It 
Was Clive who represented to the Court the necessity of 
dispatching Brolder from Hadras to plan the new ft>rtiAca- 
tions. A month after his arrival at Calcutta Brohier delivered 
to the Select Committee a Letter purporting to erect a 
Citadel to the Southward of the old Dock as soon as possible, 
for the Defence of the River and the Company's Effects, and 
when tliat is campleatcd and executed to fortify the w^hite 
Town with a Glacis Wells Diteh &:e\” The letter was twuce 
read and considered in Council and Brohier was " desired 
to sun'^ey the Ground and deliver a Plan of the Citadel he 
intends to build as soon as possible.” Oive held that the 
necessity of hastening the works w'as imperative. On Septem¬ 
ber 0 ha wrote from Murshidabnd a letter representir^—■ 


^ Letter Irom Ccilond. QJve^ to Atubbot^ CiilcattK, AugaSil 1757^ 
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" the absolute necessity ol cdmmeiicLng the rortiheatlons wbUe 
every circumstance is Sd favourable for It* and tbough you may 
Dot immediately be able to fix on wbal plan to go, yet all materials 
should be coUectedp and uecessaiy preparations made to execute, 
without loss of time, vrlmtever piEin may be determined on-^’ 

On liis return to Calcutta he promptly dealt with the matter. 
He did not approve of Brohjer^i? plan, and the engineer aban' 
doned his first proposal “ and altered his choice of the spot 
for it (the Citadel) to Govindpore,” ^ a snmll village with a 
ganj^ or marlcet on the banks of the river south of the settle¬ 
ment, Here Clive traced out the lines of a new fort—the 
Fort William of our time—^which T^ould shelter an army if the 
fortunes of the British deniandcd it. All round the thick 
tiger-iimgle was cleared, and thus there anise the rnetropolis 
of a mighty empire. 

In a letter written to Pigot the day before he left Miir- 
slndabad, Clive informed him that Meer Jaffier intended to 
take the field at the close of October and march towards Patna, 
in order to w'atch the movements of the Nawab of Oiidh and 
to awe any of the chiefs of Behar w^ho might he inclined tn 
rebel. It is absolutely nece^isary that >ve should aecom- 
pony him W'ith our ivhole force, both to strike a terror into 
foreign enemies and protect him froin domestick treachery 
till his army is in good order and well appointed/’ When 
October came Clive found that his whole force had been almost 
eon^umed hy pestilenccp He wrote to the Secret Committee 
at home ; 

” NdtwlthstandlDg tbe Precautions, which I acquainted you iu 
my last of the 22^ August, wens. taken for preserving the MlUtary 
in Health h^* quartering the greatest part at Cnsslmhu^ar and Cbander- 
nagore, I am sniry to inform you (Jaat a terrible Mortality has reigned 
among them, and that many of the Survivors are so reduced by 
Illness as to be still incapable of Duly. We have likewise lost several 
Officers, and among the Best Major KiiJpnlrlck, who acquired much 
deserved Reputation In his long Course of Service in India. T\^c 
Squadron hsis sufierd no less than the Land Forces, Indeed the Sick- 

^ Gobbuipur. 

* Oanh formerly ipcdt Clinic. CungCr a mEarket, principally for grain" 
—Vcieial. View or Bengal/' Uloss. 
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ne!»s has btien geueral, not only with the English;, hni the Frvnch 
anJ Dutch and even the Natives,^ 

It was uat until November 17 that Clive was able to embark 
the available troops in boats at Chandernagore and set forth 
for Murshitlttbatb 

” Of the Detachment of King's Troops not ohove Twenty Private 
were fit for Diityj" he wrote to the Secret Committeep *' when we 
marched tlicrolore at Mr- Pocock^s pressing Instance, 1 lelt the whole 
behind to bt embark'd on board the squadron; Of the Madrass 
DctachtnenL there remfllned nbont l&h effective^ ^J’rain included, so 
that the Troops now with me are for the greatest part composed of 
foreign Deserters and Topasses entertain'd on the Bengal Eslablish- 
ment. However, the present Face of AHalr^ seems fortunately 
to require hut little Service from our Arms i PolilLcnJ Negotiations 
are likely to he more necessary/* * 

CUve now' diseovored tliat by placing Mcer Jaflier on the 
tlirane he iiad created a situation of the greatest complexity* 
Meer Jaffier did not long enjoy in peaee the position won by 
t!:el^;her3^ He was not qualified for the task of governLug 
a kiigdom. He had while young proved himself a brave and 
capable soldier, but a long course of bhang and scnsiml indvil- 
genoe Jiad rendered him incapable of decision or exertion. 
The Moluirmnedan grandees despised him on account of Ids 
weakness and beeanse his power in the land had been established 
by English traders^ and they could not forgive the defeat 
suffered on the fatal field of Plassey. Meer Jaflier could not 
forget that his feilow-eonspirators were inlidel Hindu bankers 
and a Hindu prime minister. Three aims guided his policy 
on attaijiing the throne: the first, to destroy the £jow er of 

* Lctur to Iht iSetrtit CcitiiiliUcc Inom Uic Cnmp at Fettlolipaar^aeaj-BajcJi* 
mcill, December 23, l7o7. 

■ This hiifdly ugreei with what Clive wrote to llie Adnuriili on NovembEr 16: 
" Notwlthatundldg youT ofler of patting the Kltiy'ft dcUchmenl UDiler my ^am- 
mond an thU eipcdltloji, I am sorry to Inform yon 1 cannot occefit It wltbauL 
prejutjldng tlic S4frvicc; for alt the ofneers (Captain W^eller ami CapltUcL Cunts 
eveeptedj lia4 ejtpTc^scd leLter a dtsInchnHtlon to go upon It. Under these 
circiiiii^t^crs^ [ Uimlc it U better lor the Company to be served by ihoae who 
arc wlUtu^ and may be nttadierl to their scfvLeD, Ltmn by persons who seem 
to biive lost oil remembraDce of wtuil the^' owe to tlicm t For my own part, 
though I have before represented to you tl^c many dl&adviuituges 1 must labour 
under, diuin^ the present expedition, 1 iboU endeuvuur to juruiounl them and 
be ready to render the Company iiIL the seriicex whlidi every wdll-wlstis to 
bis country li bound to do/'—Broonie, p, 183. 
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Roi Dulab ^ and his command of l-hc State treasni'e ; thie 
second, to remove from tbeir posts the Hindu governors or 
rajahs and replace them by his own kinsmen and dependants ; 
the third, to lessen the power of the English and avoid ful¬ 
filling the stipnlations of the treatVp Like the majority of 
Moha£nmc<.lan princeSt lie had a strong desire to confiscate 
the property and trcasiire of the Hindu bankers. The policy 
he pursued towards the Hindu governors soon drove the 
Rajah of Pumia, the farmer of revenue at Midnajiore, and 
Ram Nurain of Fatna into rebellion. 

A few days before Clive left Cliandemagore, Rajah Ram 
the Itidnapore Rebei" arrived there and delivered him¬ 
self up to Clive DU promise of the Naw^ab^s pardon, and 
British protection. This first unlinked the Chain of the 
three rebellions/^ writes Clive, “ the Chiefs of which had held 
a correspondence and were connected.” On November 25 
Clive arrived at Miirshidabad, and the following is his account 
of the critical situation : 

" The Prime Minister Roy Duhip Rniu, who was one of the chief 
Instruments ol the Nabob's FTomotion, and had received in Return 
solemn Assurances of continuing his Duan, was suspected to be en¬ 
grossing the power in his own Hands, and lathur to have encouraged 
the three RebeUions tlian endeavour'd to suppress them : It Is very 
certain that Hoy Dulup had a powerful party in the State, and more 
than probable that he took Measures to strengthen it, according 
to the CQDiDion PoMicy ol aD Diiaiis: However this might be, the 
Nabob's Jeiiloiisy of him was carried to such a lielght, that Sura jail 
Dowla's Brother, a young Lad and njiuost an Idiot, was suddenly 
cat oif, on a SurmiJEe of Roy Dulup's intending to make him Nabob, 
and having sent his own Brother to Chandemagore to engage me In the 
Designp widch Is altogether groundJess: Ray Dqlup no sooner knew 
of this sudden Execution and the Motive lor it, than he began to 
fear for Ids own Lile, and open RosliUtles might possibly hove ensued. 
If we bad not been a Cheek to each party. The Nabob, who at this 
Time was encamp'd in the neighbourhood of Muxadavad, accom¬ 
panied by a Detachment of our Troops, excuses himself from ony 
knowledge of the Transactionp and lays the whole Blame on his Son, 
who Was left In the GovemTneiil of the City ; but many CJrcumxtnnces 
indued us to believe oL her wise. Roy Dulup on pretence of Sickness 
was stUl at Muxadavad having a large Body of his own Troops with 


^ Hal Durlobli. 
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him^ as is usuliI Ui Ltiese Govcrninents i but it is not liuprobataLe 
the chlel Reaaonj lor Uis remaining behind^ vras a. View to his own 
Safety/" ^ 

Meeran, the son on whom Met-r Jailier cast the blame^ w'aa 
a Joung nmn of mettle and eonsiderahle intelligence^ and 

popnLof with the arnij^ on account pf ins hatred of the Engli^ih, 
but an object of general detestation nu account of his 
treachery, cruelty^ und savage delight in assassinations. Clive* 
having assured Rui Didab of his protection, and engaged his 
promise to follow os soon as passible, jained the Xawub in the 
vicinity of Rajnmhal. 

At this place/^ ^ays Scraftnn, ” the Colonel entertained the 
Soubflli with a review oi oiir little anny^ to wlilch he c&me Iq great 
slate. In a ear drawn by tw^o elephants* arcoDipanicd by iwo of his 
children* and several of hia courtiers. The troops went though oil 
their filings ami evolptiuns with great biiskaess and regularity; and 
tile Soubah seemed lost tn aznazenient, at the quickness and uniformity 
of their moilaiis ; but nothing struck him so much as the quick 
firing of the field pieces* which* he said* exceeded every thing he could 
possibly have bnagliie<[; and lie was aLLogether so well pleased with 
his euLertaiiuneoLp that he oitlcred 10,000 rupees to be dislribuled 
omang them ; far which llie soldiers rctiimed him I heir thanks, by 
three English huzzas/^ 

Roi Dulab did not arrive* as he had promised^ at the 
eorliait possible moment/^ The delay tried greatly Clive^^ 
patience. AUairs of state could not be decided in the absence 
of one who was both Prime Minister and Chancellor of tfie 
Rxchcqner. Cliye had great matters which he wanted settled 
without further dcia)*. Neither the Naw'ab nor his Pinance 
Minister showed any inclination to liquidate the iresidne of 
the debt due to the Comjiany by the treaty. A considerable 
portion of tlue first payment w^as sliU outstandings 

hove already had luo much Occasion to ohseive tin; 
Dlffieullies attending tvery AppllcaLlun for Money to the Durbar 
and foresee they will eiicrcase as I be Nabob grows stronger and we 
become less necessary ; therefore i have detennlncd not to leave 
this Ground tilt I procure sufficient Assignments on the Revenues 
of some Country near Calcutta* lor the annual payment of the Money 

■- To the Jlcinbk. tile Se&Et CiHnmlttce* Camp ai FeLtlahpoor* near Rjijali- 
junil 2^-* D^crmhcr, 


44 The Life of Lord Clive 

St til due by I'rifaty ; logetiief wiLb proper Writings Crom the Zejuiitdars 
o( sucJi Country for the regular Disdisrge of the samep which wc may 
enforce if necessary/^ 

On December 24 Ral Dulab arrived in camp AA'ith I0p0€0 
of his troops, 

" On the 30ih the Nabob met Royduluh by Appoinlmenl in 
my Tent, and I liad there the SntisracLIoii lo moke up llieir DifTer- 
edees and bring Dbout an entire Reconclllutioii^ I look Advantage 
of this Opportunity to have your Ehisiiiebs settled in the cotnpleatest 
^La□ner possible ; accordingly a Supply of Money was fnrmslied for 
the extraordinary Expencejs of the Army, tile Perwsnnah for the 
granted lands passed In all Its roms. Orders were procured for 
the hninedlate Discharge of the Arrears du* for the fb^t h ^lonLhs 
of the Nabob’s Debt J and the yearly Reveimes of Burdwaun, 
Nuddeap and Hughly formally assigned over for the Paymeiil 
of the Rest/^ ^ 

On January 2^ 1758^ Clive left Rajnmlial and took the van 
of the army. The Artillery ami Roy Dulup^s Forces followed 
the next Day, and the Nabob with the Rest of the Army the 
Day afterj w^hich Orilcr of March was ever after preservetL^^ 
The Nawab noAV requested Clive to adjust matters between 
him and Kain Narainp and promised liijn that if the Governor 
of fiehar would submit himself^ his life, and property he 
should be secure and his government continued to him. Clive 
wrote at once to Ram Narain, engaging myself to be Seenrity 
for the Nabob's Proniise.” On receipt of this letter Ram Naraiu 
set out from Patna, came to CJive's camp, and was introduced 
to the Nawab, During the march to Patna, owing to the 
distance between the forces, Clive was unable to have an 
interview with him* The irresolute Meer Jalhcr, urged by 
perfidious counsels, exhibited many' signs of coolness tow'ards 
the English and expressed his intention of appmnting his 
brother, Meer Cossinx, Governor of BeJiar, When the forces 
reached Patna, Clive paid the Naw'ab a vii^it to congratulate 
him on his entry into the capital of the province, and the 
master spirit prevailed: 

^ To the riQaJjIfL the Swet tlommilUr, CiUup bI barkyzMXur, neor PalniL 
IStk February, l75a 
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I reprci^pntt'd liim the Iinpo&sibiUty of retracting the Pr&mist: 
he had made through me to Ram Narran, and Inttmatedp as well as 
the Nicety of the Subject would bear, the Advantage of trusting 
the Guvemment la a Person ol his moderate and peaceable Dls- 
po^lLlon, rather than putting H into dnpnident, and at the same 
Time dangerous Hands. My Discourse had Weight with him and 
Ram Narrau mm confirmed.” 

Clive had good Jrason for writing: 

'' AU domestick Troubles are naw happily ended and the Nabob 
seems so well fijLed In his Governnienl as to be able with a small 
Degree of Prudence to maintain liinnselt quietly In It. For otinselves 
we have been so foriunate in the Course of these Transactions to 
attach to ua the most considerable Persons in Lbe Kingdom, and 
by the Constancy wilh which we successively supported Kajaranif 
Roy Dulup, and Ram Narran, to acquire the general Confidence 
and make onr Friendship be solllcHed on all Sides. Ofl the whole we 
may pronounce that this Es^editioni wlthcml Blood Shed, has been 
crowned with aii the Advantages that could be expected or whhed 
both to the Nabob and the t^ompany.'" 

He added the following impnrtsjnt paragraph to the letter i 

Conformable to a Request from the Chief and Council of Patna 
I have applied to the Nabob for the exclusive priviledge of purchasing 
Saltpelre and am in Hopes of obiaining It. This w^iU be attended 
with coniiiderabk Advantage to the Company and equal Distress 
lo their Rivals In Trade, llie Dutch/' 

On May 15 Clive returned to Miirshi<laliad with his force. 
News had reached Calcutta of the indecisive engagement 
l>etw^een the Sects of Monsieur d^Ache and Adniiral Poecick 
on April 20 off St+ David's RoncL On May 22 Manninghani 
wTi>te to Clive : 

Dn.\it Sin,— li is with great pleasure I have heard ol your 
arrival at Muxadavadn 1 sincerely congratuiate yon thereon and 
hope this will salute you much amended in heallb. By this Express 
you wili have a more perfect account of the French Squadronj their 
strength, &. the success of Mr, Pocnct In the Jatc engagement, together 
with the Capitulation irf Cudrialare and the prospect of St. David 
holding out some time,— 1 was in hopes we should soon have the 
pleasure of seeing yon in Calcutta, hut ifr. Drake informed me tO'day, 
yon proposed staying liometime at the City, in order to expedite the 
pajrmenl of the 2'^ Slxlh from the Nabob, how'ever I nalter myself 
this will be soon efteeted, & give Us the satisfaction of seeing you 
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here. I need not intlniDtc to you the eiilic&l state of the Companys 
affairs, nof how needfqf ^ advantageoii^ your presence ^ counsel 
at this JnnctiLTc—I own I heartily wish for your nsslstaace j you 
will have weighty nano else seem to have any^— 

I wish you every happiness &. reinam with great iCsIeem 

Sir 

Your most OhUged &. Obed Ser*^ 

Calcutta C- Mas mi no ham 

22nd Maij 175J? 

My Gamplim** to Mr. Walsh with You. 

Tw'o days after CUve left Mursliidabndt taking wdUi tiini 
the 1st and 2nd Battalion of sepo}’^ and a portinn of the 
artilleLry, leaving the remainder of the artillerv" and the three 
battalions of sepoys which he had just raised at Cossimbazar. 
The ^itiiation w*afi erltiouJ. A Frcncti squadron was daily 
expcctcci and Clive discovered on reaching Calcutta that 
little hud been done to provide for the defence of the sett le¬ 
nient. He found that the coustruction w'orks on the new 
fort bad progressed v'cry slowly- He lost jio lime in eom- 
pie ting the outline of the enceinte, and+ “ at a time like this/* 
he ordered that “ no private workmen ahoiild be allowed, 
but all be employed for public service/* At a meeting of the 
Select Committee, held on May 29 i 

" ColDnel Clive suggested that In cunrurmily with Lbe opinion 
of Admiral Pocock regarding the necessity of having u Dock in Bengal, 
an immediate survey be made for a suitable spot ami directions given 
for carrying out the work as quickly as possible t ordered that 
Captain Brohier, the Master, and Deputy Master Attendant, be 
asked their opinion as to w^hetber a Dock can be ExpediUously made, 
where, and at wbai cost.” 

Four days after. 

Captain Brohler, the Master, and Deputy Mailer Attendant attend 
and report that the best place ior a Dock Is ut Siirmon^s Gardens 
or thrivabouis. Captain Brohier ordered to prepare the materials 
and commence work ns soon as the season permitsp” 

On June 17 the Select Committee pasf^d the following 
resolutions: 

" It being impossible to linish our Inrlificatious In time to resist 
a French ottaek, which may take place at any time. Captains Brohier 
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And Weddcrburn, and Messrs. McDonald, Smith and Scotti being 
sent for, recciifimcnd heavily armed fascine batteries at suitable 
places on the river^ and sunken slilps and chains higher up, tn annoy 
an advancing fleet. Ordered that Captains Brohier and AVedderbum 
construct such batteries. 

** Co Jon el Clive recommends the repinccinedt ol the buoys, and 
that the Dutch sloop be permitted to go to Balasore as our shdw- 
ing so much fear of the French is hkely to have a bad effect on 
the Is^awab^s Darbar; the Master Attendant ordered to replace 
the buoys- 

“Agreed to write to the Directoire and Conncil at t-Iugll of the 
above order and to s&j that we have no lurther objection to thetr 
sloops going to Balasore^ provided they Me within ours as proposed 
hy Mynheer Zuylaiid, when in Calcutta, 

^*The Company being in want of arms, the Secretary ordered to 
give notice that all persona possessing fir e-arms, rowllng-pleceE, 
must send them In, and those taken will be paid for at a fair 
valuation,'^ 

Clive was battling against negli|Tencc and abuses when 
the TIardu}icke, East liuliamnn, arrived bringing some recruits 
and a commission for the new modelling of the government. 
When the Court of Directors received in July, 1757;, inteUigeixee 
of the reeaptuTC of Caleutta^ they determined to establish 
a new Cuiincil, and they named Chve at the head of it, Should 
he have returned to his station on the eoast of Coromandel, 
as there was reason to belioYe would be the case, then the 
other parties named were to take their respective stations 
and rank. Tlie following September the Court received Clivers 
letter, dated February 22, 1T57| in which he stated that he 
hoped in a few days to take hb passage for Madras leaving 
all in tranquillity in Bengal. 

The Court, on receipt of this definite announeement* 
revoked their eommissicm of August 3, and on November 11, 
1757, they framed a fresh eonmiissioii, appointing only those 
of their ser^'ants members who they conoludcd were in Bengal, 
They had lost their settlement in that province owing to the 
misconduet of their Governor and Couneil—misconduct of 
long standing of which no knowledge had been conveyed to 
them^ They now determined that the adminifitration of their 
affairs in the settlement should be carried on tipon its original 
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mercajatile character. Their government was* as Burke said 
to the Lords, “ a government of recoriL^^ They Imtl provided 
that all should be written — the proposition, the argument, 
the dissent. The use of this recorded system, if strictly 
observed, “ did not consist only in the facility of discovering 
what the nature of their tijfairs and the character and capacity 
of their servants was, but it furnished the means of detecting 
misconduet, frequently of proving it too, and ol producing 
the evidence of it jndiciaLly under their o\s*n hands/* ^ This 
recorded system could he best obi^rved by rotation in the 
chair. The Court decided that the new Council in Bengal 
was to cousist of ten nominated members^ The tiiree senior 
members were therefore to take the chair* each successively, 
for four months. A Select Committee to transact affairs 
with the Country Government and other matters whieli 
require secrecy " was appuiuted. It w^s to consist of four 
persons onlyt except when Military Affairs arc under considera¬ 
tion* and then fis-'c.*'' “ The four fnembers are to preside 
alternately in the said Committee for four months, in the 
same manner as before direeted with respect to the Council/^ 
On June 20 this conunission arrived at Calcutta* and great 
was the surprise and consternation at the omission of Clivers 
name in the new scheme of goremment, Tlie Committee 
of Fort Mlliam realised that no government could be con¬ 
ducted with success wit hunt him, and on June 26 they wrote 
to ClHe as foDows: 

—Our most serious Alien t loo tia^ been devoted to the Com¬ 
mands of OUT Hobble Employers p' JJardmxcA: naming a BoiatJon 
of Governors Jor the future Mauagement ol their Affairs at this 
Settlement; And. having duly weighed the Nature ol this Regula¬ 
tion with all it^s attending Consequences, a stactre CDtivIctlon of it^s 
being la Our present Situation and Circumstances repiigmint to the 
true Ltilerrst of Oiir Honble Masters mid the weUfatc of the Settle¬ 
ment In gcnemli Obliges Us {tho willi the utmost respect nml defer¬ 
ence) la bclievet Had Our Employers heeb appri^d uf the pie^senl 

^ tmt^eochmfnt ef Warren Haitingt 

VSlUlftHi W'atls Eiq^. Oiarlta Mflnnlngham Eaq., Ftichard Bi^ehcr Eaq,^ 
John Zepbanisdi llolweU t-I-sq., .Uajor Jhiiies Klllpalrlck when MUitsry Alfak* 
arc ander cpruiticratioii and Uicn only/* 
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State of their Affairs in this Kinf^dom, they ^ould have placed the 
Presidentship in some one Person as the clearest and easiest meibod 
of conciucting their Concern^^ as v-ell as preserving and maintaining 
the weight and Intlueiice the late happy Revolution has given Ua 
with the Subah of these Provinces, on which InUuence at the present 
period the Interest and Wellfarc of the Company depends in the highest 
degreee at this Settlement — The DlfScnities we may be liable to by 
a Rotation In the executive part of Government, with it^s Cortae- 
qucnces, are enlllcientiy obvious In Our present Stale of Affairs ^ 
We will however mention only a few Points—llie Trealy with the 
Nabob not perfected In all iPs Branches ; The Possession of the Lands 
ineomplcat; The Settlement m no posture of Defence; The French 
considerabiy reinforced with Military and a Fleet; Tlieir designs 
with respect to Bengal hitherto unknown ; and the Impossibility of 
Impressing a proper Idea of this divided Power in the Minds of the 
Subah and others of this Kingdom, who have at ali timcB been 
accustomed to the Government of a single Person, A little re~ 
jlcction wiU introduce many morCt ond clearly evince the Ncct&sJly 
of this Address. 

The Gentlemen nominated Govemours In the Hon Me Company'& 
Commands p" H&rdwfck have the highest Sense of Gratitude for 
the Honour conferred on them by Our Employers in their Appoint- 
menL But deem themselves in Duty bound at this Juncture of 
Aflairs to wave aU personal Honours and Advantages and declare 
it as their Sentiment, That a Rotation in the executive part of 
Governmentt for the foregoing reasons, would be extreanily pre- 
ludicial to the real Interest ef the Company, in which Opinion 
We unanimously coucurr, ond judge It lor the Welifare of Our 
Honble Employers, and of the Settlement in geaerah to deviate 
In ibis Instance froin the Commands of Our Honble Masters, and 
fix the Presideutsbip In a single Person tin We hear further from 
Europe. 

Your being named as Head of the General Committee (in the 
Letter of the 3^ Augsf lastj Established at I hat time for conducting 
the Company's Adairs In Bengal ; Your eminent Services, Abilities 
and Merit, together with Your superior Weight and Influenrc with 
the present Subnh and His Odlcers, are Motives which have great 
force with Us on this Occasion, and ail concurr in pointing out You 
fis the Pet^on best able to render our Honble Employers the neces- 
Bary Service at this Juncture till they shall make their further 
Pleasure known by the Appointment of a President for their 
Adairs here — - 

These reasons urge Us to make You an Oiler of bdng President 
of the Company 5 Affairs In Bengal till a Person is Appointed by the 
Honble Company ; And We flatter Ourselves Y'ou will be induced 
to Accept of Our Offer from Your wonted Regard to the Interest of 
Our Honble Employers, and Zeal for the Wdlfare of their Affairs, 
which We doubt not You arCi as welJ ns Ourselves, coqvjiiecd, wiU 
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be niiicli prejudiced by a RolaUon in Uic ExecuUve part of Govern- 
ment. 

we wait Your Reply, and have the Hon^jur to be 

Sir 

Your most Obediepi 
ik most humble Sen^auts 

\V" Watts 
C Makninoham 
RiCJi** Becher 
M : Collutt 

Fort Wiluasi ^ fttAtRETT 

the 2Wi Jane, 1758 Tnor* BoPBam, 

Mill TffTites: 

Convinced tlial he alone had sumcieiit auUiorily lo over awe 
the Nabob into Ibc pcTfomiance ol his obligations, I he couneiJ. 
including Llie four gentlemen who were appointed llic govemors, 
came to a resolution, highly expressive of Lheir own dislnLcreslcdiicss 
and palriotisni, hut fun of disregard and contempt for the judgment 
and auLhority or their superiors." 

But tliere was no dkregard and contempt for the iurlgrnoat 
and authority of their suin?iriors. They rightly judged that 
“ Imd tlicir employees been apprized of the present state of 
aflaiTii in Bengal, they would have placed the presidmitsfaip 
in some one peniun, as the dearest and easiest method of 
conducting their concerns/’ Clive accepted the oHer at once* 
He wTote " To the Hon^^ Williani Watts Esq. and the rest 
of the Gentlemen of Fort Willhmi'' as follows : 

Gektlemi^!,—I have received Your Letter ol this day's dale^ 
and omnot suflideuUy express the grateful sense I have ef Uie 
favorable opinion You are pleased to entertain of me, the which 
has induced Yon to dCGire my acceptance of the Presldeney, at this 
critical conjunclnre. 

Tbo* I think I have cause to be dissatisfied with the Court of 
Directors, for laying me aside m their new form of Eovernment with¬ 
out any reason nssigned^ after having unmed me as Head of Oie 
General Committee in the letter ol the 3* August last, yet animated 
by the noble example of Public Spirit which Yon have set mCp I 
have determined to wave all private eoiislderations. where the General 
Good is cDncerued ; and as there Is no doubts that the Govemmeal 
of a single Person, InvolTed as we now are with the Country Powers, 
must have infinite advantages over that complicated foim of Govern¬ 
ment esUblishcd from home, 1 shall from that motive, Ibo' both my 
bealtli and private concerns strongly require my relnrulng to Europe, 






After Plassey 


51 


accept the Offer Ym have done me the h^Hor to make me, (JH sncb 
time as Our Employers have nppomted a President Jn the usual form- 
I cannot omit testifying my ackuo’Bdedgements, OenHemen^ to 
Yon all In general, for the aeal Yon have discovered for the Service 
of our Masters upon this occasion, but in particular to Ymi^ wlio 
have been nominated to be In the roLaUon of Governors. You have 
made such a saciiflcep that few, if any, instances cam be given of the 
like. You have of your own accord parted with the dignity of Govern¬ 
ment, and aU the advantages thereunta annexed, because Yon appre¬ 
hended IbaL the Company's afTairs could not he properly conducted 
under a Goveroment so constituted- 

Unequal as I am to the weighty task of directing this Presidoncyp 
especially in civil matters^ to which I have never been able to give 
due aliention, on aceounL of my miUtaiy' avocaLLons, T am now. 
Gentlemen, to beg the assistance of Your advice ^ rand therefore 
hope You will persevere in the zeal You have bItJierto so abundantly 
shewn, and that none ol You, but more particularly Mr, Watts, who 
can render me con^^iderablc serv'icpB from Ills thorough knowledge 
of Ihe politicks of this Country, will enlerlain a thought of leaving 
me, till afTairs are finally determiued from home. 

Calcutta, 

2 m June, 17m 

Clive was still more explicit^ and emphatically expressed 
his dissalisfaction to Mr* Pigot: 

The absurd sisLem of Covernmenl orderd from home, & the fatal 
consequences likely lo altend It In these parts,, have indueed me, at 
the parlitular Request of the Geiilirmcn lu Council, to accept of Lhc 
l^Tanngemt'ul of AITuirs for the present, much agaJnsi my own Inclina¬ 
tion 1 assure you. Tor uotwitliislandlag a few flourishing paragraphs 
Sn the Gompanys General Letters, I have no reason to be satisfied 
with the Treatment of the Dirtctors+ In appoinGng me the Isl of the 
CnmmJLLee for transacting thejr AfTaira in Bengal in their Letter of 
August, A uflerwardfi mnfc^ another Nnuiinalinn without the least 
Apology or Reasons given for so doing. You will observe* they 
grcally disapprove the Independent Powers given me by you Gentle¬ 
men, I ho all ITjelr Successes in Bengal be owing to that Act of 
Autliorily/' 

Clive forgot that he had led the Court to suppose that 
he had returned to Madras, and that they could not have 
heard of Plassey and its far-reaching resulted But Clive's 
nomination Lad been due nqt naerdy to the state of affairs 
in Bengal. Tlte day the arrived, a report reached 

the Conimittoe that Fort St. David had surrendered* It 
w‘*is true^ 



chapteh ii 

1758-^; liAIiY's CA3IPAION' 

Os April 28, 1750, the great French arnifiment, so long and 
tntxioiisly expected^ andiored oil Cuddalore. Count de Lally. 
who had appointed Commi^ary of the King for all French 
possessions in tlie East, and Commander'in'Chiefs proceeded 
with two vessels to Pondicherry* Thomas Art hurt Comte de 
Lallvp was the son of Sh Gcpiird OXall}% one of the men who^ 
after the capitulation of Lijnericki made their choice t\n the 
banks of the Shannon to go over to France- He entered 
the French service as a captain in Lord Dillon's regiment 
a regiment of the illustrious Irish Brigade, and he married a 
Frenchwoman comiected wuth some of the noblest families 
of France*^ As soon as Lally was born he was, according 
to the custom of the French Army at the time, enlisted in 
his father’s eoinpany. and tiJJ he was fifteen he wras trained 
by liim in all the details of the profession dignified by danger. 
At the age of nineteen he vv^as at the head of a company in 
tlie Irish Brigade* He w^as little more than twenty-five when 
he was appointed to the command of a regiment, and at the 
head of his corps he won distinction near the hamlet of Fon- 
tenoy. He was considered one of the best soldiers in France 
when, eleven years later, he was sent by the French Ministry 
to drive the EngUsb out of India. TTis character and hts 
career have been coloured by his own memoirs» by French 
writers and English historians- Tliat he was a soldier of 

^ iMEHCiP^ Qf CQUEiT Lally, Erozn H\i embarking fnr the East Ibdiu an 
Comiaumler in Chiel of the Freneh Forcra \n ih&L Cnnatry, to his helng fi*nt 
PriBOii?r of War in Entslaiid, after Uic SuarefidEr nf Poudielicry^ CotLsisting 
of t'lECES Writtett by HimsiiU and in Mfi JevGEi, In Ah^weh in 

the nhflTRW hrcuigtit sgiitast kini by ttia Attorney General of hli ^Idst 
CHP imnAN Majesty. Ulustrflted by n Map of M* ^DUtary Op«tatioEu in the 
East Intllci.'* 
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ardent courage, tliorougUly trained in the techmeal part of 
his profession^ thet'e caimot be a shadow of doubt. But, 
judgmg from the material we have, he had not the attributes 
which make for success in a cojnniauderp nor the reach of 
mind necessary for comprehending and directing great affairs. 
He was arrogant, excitable, and impulsiYc; bis tones and 
gestures were vehement; his temper was hot, and when it 
blazed out his speech was virulent. But when we consider 
Ids unconquerable fidelity to his country, his jealous sense 
of honour, his hatred of corruption, his generosity, his courage 
and fortitude, bis faults are siiadoivs that dec in the light of 
his great qualities. 

On the afternoon of April 2B, 1758, Lally, accompanied 
by some of his chief officers, landed at Pondicherry* He 
was w^amed by the directors of the Coiujiony, before leaving 
iVance, of the imbecility, corruption, and cupidity that pre¬ 
vailed in their chief settlement \ but great was Ids surprise 
and indiguation when he found on arrival that the state of 
affairs was far w'orse than it had been dcseribed. The ignor¬ 
ance of the Governor and Coimcil was colossal. Tliey could 
not tell him the numlier of the Mnglish forces on the coast, and 
they could afford him no accurate iiLformation regarding the 
fortifications at CuddaJore m^d Fort St. David* They had 
for eight months been expecting a Jarge foree, and they liad 
taken no measures for providing it with stores and transport- 
lie complained that he w'as unable to find tw'enty-four hours* 
provision for the troops at Pondicherry, lUid there ivas no money 
in the Treasury to pay them. 

Lally had sailed from the port of Brest with his own regi¬ 
ment of Irish, 1,000 strong, and 50 of the Roj'al Artillery, 
Before the fleet had been ruany days at sea, pe^^tilence smote 
the men, and the malignant fever did it^ deadly work with 
appalling rapidity. More than 300 died before they reached 
Hio Jauelru. But though his troops w'crc weakened by sick¬ 
ness and by a long voyage, though he Imd not ^uffiedeut pro¬ 
visions nor transport^ Lally determined to march at once 
against Fort St. DaWd, The deti-rmmation to carry out 
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plans an attention lo circiuiistaiiccs was t±ic main 

tause of all his misfortimes. On the very day of his landing 
he sent, in the evening^, 1,000 Enro]>eans and as many sepoy^i 
under the comntand of Count d'Estaingp against Fort St. 
David. Tliey marcbed without proper guides, nnd after 
wandering in the dark, arrived there soon after daylight^ 
hungry ami without ).irovisions* The following day M. de 
Soupire came up with more troops, some heavy cannon^ and 
a convoy of provisions. On May 1 Lully arrived at the Garden 
House, a mile and a half to the north-west of Fort St. David.^ 

Lally, before leaving the fleet, had arranged with his 
colleague^ Admiral d^Ache, that he shonlil kmd the troops 
the next day. Hut the fciUoAving morn big d*Ache saw' the 
unexpeeted sig?it of the English squadron^ nnd he at once 
weighed anchor and stood out to sea with the troops on board. 

Admiral Poeock liad arrived at Ma^Irns with Ins fleet from 
Hengal on Mareli 24-. A month after lie was joined by Ci>m- 
modorc Stevens with his’ squadrem from England. Pocork, 
having put lib fleet in the best eondithm possible for sea/" 
siiiled on April 17 to intercept the French imvnl force which 
wtis daJ^y expecled.^ At lijalf-past nine oiVh>ck on the moniiiig 
of the 28th the British admiral saw seven ships in St. David"^ 
Hoad getting imder sail, and tw'o cniising in the offing. As 
they did not ansiver his signals, he eoncliided they were enemies, 
aiLd jnadc the sigrnd for a general eluise,^ At noon the enemy, 
being joined by the two vessels in the ofring^ formed Hie line 
of battle ahead^ and Pocock also made the signal to form 
his line. It was^ however, three oVlock before all the English 
vessels came up and got into their station nearly witlvin random 
shot of the enemy. Then Pocock in the Vur^noath^ guns, in 
the centre bore down upon the Zodiac^ on board of which 
ship M. d^Ache wore a cornette at the nvbEen-topmast head.’' 
As he approachrdp the French openeil a steady fire, but l^oeock 
“ forbore to throAV out the signal for engaging till he came 

^ S>t Cliuplu- HI., 1. ■ Ctiiiihrtdge, p, J24. 

•The 3ignnl impliM that every shSp ia to pusb with crowJviJ at^l ^nti- 
out T 1 ^lgs^T^X tQ eacli other in pkiffalt of the onEmv auUI couim^rmoiiileiJ hy a 
JliOerent Oriue^, VoL p, auS, 
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within half muaket shut of the Zorfwc.” Then, perceiving limt 
all the ships haii not got near enough to the enemy, he made 
the signal for a closer engagement. It was immeiliately eom- 
phed with hy the Elisabeth, the Tyger, and the Salisbury, 
who were in the van. The Yarmouth and the three ships 
opened fire with roiinil shot at the !■ rcnch hulls, and the enemy 
vigorously returned it, aiming chiefly at the rigging. The 
English and French admirals, Pocoek and D’Ache, as with 
the spirit of duel, kept dose and directed their fire entirely 
against each other."! Tiie action in the van and centre 
continued on both sides with great fury. Tixe French shot 
flew high, but tlic British round shot at their hulls strewed 
their decks with killed or wounded. .4t half-past four P.sc. 
Pocock observed that the rear of the French lino Ixad drawn 
up prettj^ close to tlxeir flagship- He signalled to the Cumirr- 
land, and ifVymoufft, the three rear ships, to engage 

closer.® “ Soon after M. d’Ache broke the line," says Pocoek, 
“ and put before the wind: his second astern, who had kept 
on the VarmouVi's quarter most part of the action, then came 
up alongside, gave his fire and then bore away ; and a few 
minutes after the enemy’s van bore away also,’ * The British 
admiral at once hauled down the signal for the line and made 
the signal for a general chase. About hve the t rench were 
joined by the two ships returning from Pondicherry, wiiiJc the 
Yarmouth, Elisabeth, and SttUsbury, the ships in the 

van, hud been so crippled tljut they could not keep up with 
the vessels tliat had not suffered in the rear. Darkness had 
begun to fall, and the chase bad to be abandoned. 


^ Orme-. VoL p, 30t(- 

Ajtlmlisl Hucock obMrved, tlmt CoTTunoilore Stevens, capuiln ivempeJi’ 
telL captolb LBt]:iuni, JUlJ cuptbln Sciiuersel. ■whu were in the van, 
as beeanifl (ulloat olllcers ; and that captain Hairiioii'i behavior, w yell ^ au 
lilt oflktrs anil men belongina 1“ ill® ytirnwiflA, gft'v I*!™ seputjle MtuIartiOT* 
Hial tlie captnina In the rear done their duly as well, tlit ailmlr^ visum liove 
had RTtat pleMura In commending Ibtja : hiit tlitlr uiaDncr o( acuna m Wf ^ 
uagement appear^ so taiilty to him ; Uiat. oil hts rcluru In Muiiras, he ^ri 
a court martial la Buetnhlc, and enquire into ibelr contlncL In eonseqaence oi 
which, captain VluMiJt was senlmced to Le dhtnlssed froni the cojuiuanii oi 
the WruJUiOHift ; captain t^ggs to tw CMhieretl (ram his Majesty Mrvl« , and 
eaptaln Hrtteton fo Ictse one yeaV* rank as a post-captain. Uroae, vni, ii,, 
pp, 285-285. * Admiral Pocock'a Despnlch. 
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On the inorjiing of May I Poeock barques 

to the nortln/vard of Sadea^. The previous night the French 
fleet had anchored at the roadstead of Alamparva, sojne fifteen 
nules south of him. Their losses had been severe—six hundred 
men killed and wounded. The British loss was only a Uttie 
over a hundred men. At the roadstend the Bien Aimi^ of 54 
gunSt owing to her damaged cable having partedp was driven 
into the surf and stranded without the possibility of recovery, 
but her erew^ guns, and some of her stores were savedi 

The day after the action Adniiral Pocock wrote the following 
letters, one to the President and the other to the Sdect Com- 
mittee: 

To Tim Honblb. Gadnc^ PreoT Esqr. 

Dear Sin,—^You wiU see hy my letter to the CommILtef an 
necount oj the action yesterday afLcniocin, which I hope the enemy 
have felt pretty severely • hut o fresh aJTalr wiOi them might prevent 
their desJgnii on our Settlements UMng piarc, and which I hope by 
sea and lEind we shah he able to eflecL^ and therefore you may be 
assured I ain very anxjous to know the true state of a1Talr«, I hat our 
Joynt endeavDius may fruelrale ailL their attempts. The Tygtr and 
StiUsimry are much damaged, ns well as this shlp^ In their yards and 
masts, and Ihose two ships are hut weakly manned i the Cumtertand 
took on board the marines^ and the Tgget was furnished 

with twenty teamen from her, T tiope I he two Irigales ore at Madrass. 

Men la our chief want in I he old ship 5^ which ^ whether Europeans 
or Lascars, U they can be procur'd, pray let us he supply^d. In <^se 
you don't stand in need of them at this time. 

I w^onder the enemy chose to run so far to leeward before the 
engagement, as wt must he run ten leagues to ibe imribward of 
Pondicherry', I have only Lo add that I am, with proper esteem< 

Dear Sir^ 

Your most Obedient Humble Servant 

GEonoE Pocock. 

yormon^?! off Saubass 
mt AptU 175S. 

To TifE Hon B EE. Georg a Pjcot Esqr.. Presi deht, 

A_vD THE Gentlemen op the Select CoirruiTTEE 
AT Fort St. George 

Gentlemen t—^This is lo acquaint you that yesterday momlngt 
nmntng down the coast, 1 saw seven ships in St, David's Itoad getting 
under salL Soon after f made the signal for knowing each other, 
which they not answering I concluded they were the enemy, upon 
which I made the signal for 0 general chase - hut at anon, upon their 
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being joiird by Iwo ships ihqt were id the ofllng, And lorinliig theni- 
selves Into a Hue ef battle aheDd+ I thought it necessary' lo the 
same. A liitic before three in the aftemoou I bore down upon the 
French eotmnandfng ship and made the signal to engage, whkb vras 
conLltiued till abe^iiL Qve, when llie French Commodore broke the 
line and bore nway with his whole squadron, on which I made the 
general sigoal to chase, but observing they were joined by two ships' 
to lee ward j and night approaching, made the signal to keep to wind¬ 
ward or them, expecting in be able to engage thorn ibis morning, bnt 
as they sbew'il no Ughts bi the night we have seen nothing ot them 
since. 

The loss oft he squadron in general has not been very considefable. 
The Varmautfi's yards and masts much damaged, and between thirty 
and forty men killed and w'ounded, the nui^er in the other ships 
as yet not knowm : no Commissjqn OUcer is kUTd except Lieutenant 
Hay ter of the Cumh^rfaFid, It did not appear that the French suffer'd 
much In Ihdr masts and yards, though I imagine they must in their 
hulls, as our fire was directed low. The repairs oiir ships will want Lji 
I lie rigging, masts and yards will prevent my gelling to w^iadward 
for two days, therefore s^hall continue ofif Sadrass la expectation of your 
immediate answer, that I may be satisiled what method w'iil be mast 
necessary to he taken for the Company's interest at tliis present 
juncture. 

I take the Commanding Officer to be Monsr* D*Ache z The squadron 
consisted of nine two-deck ships and two fiigates,"but no doubt you 
can better Inform me what force be had brought upon the coast. 

This comes by Mr* KIrkt to whom 1 refer you for further par* 
lictllars^ 

If the Bridgwai^r and Triion are In Fort SI. George Road, I desire 
you will signify ray cUrectloos in writing to the Commanding Officer 
to receive on hoard all the recover'd men from the hospitals and proceed 
Immediately to windward Lo join 

f pm^ with perfect estee,ii, 

Ceotiemenj 

Your most Obedient Humble ServanL, 

Gf-oho^ Pouocx. 

yarmoiiih ufp Sadua^s 
mh April 175S. 

Lally heard of the action, and that the French fleet had 
departed without landing tfOopSp during hi,s march to Fort 
St, David. But Lally was always most energetic wdien in 
difficulties. On fiis arrival at Fort St. David he at once dis¬ 
patched a force under Count d'Estaing against Cuddalorc. 
The defences of the town were in the same weak state as when 


^ MojiiraB ^eleci CotisultEUionSr 
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the same number of sepoyi^ luid Liiscafs^ far service on board 
the ships- The sailors had refused to put to sea tintU their 
wages had been paid, Lally found the funds to satisfy their 
demands* He “ protested Wiirmly against the disgrace of 
not meeting the English squadron in the open sea-^' The 
former resolution was rescinded by the CounciL Mr, Lidly 
returned to the camp in the evening j and the next day Mr, 
D'Aehe* si*ith the eight principal ships, now manned with 
B,SOO men, weighed anchor, but, instead of beexmg down 
on Mr. Poeocke, who could not work up to liim» kept the 
wind, pljdng for Fort St. David.'" When the garrison saw 
the French squadron working towards the roadi they aban¬ 
doned all idea of further resistanee, on June 2 they hung 
out a flag of truce. “ At six in the evening, a company of 
French grenadiers were admitted into the fort, and the garrison 
marched vrith drums and colours to the foot of the glacis, 
where they grounded their arms, and surrendered themselves 
and their ensigns to the French line draivii up to receive them.” 
Acting according to Instructions from France, Lally ordered 
the fortifications to be immediately raa&ed to the ground. 
During the day Laity had detached a force under d'Estaing 
against Devicotah, the garrison consisting only of 30 Euro¬ 
peans ajid eoo sepoys^ and DcvicotaU was abandiuicd on his 
approach* On the evening of June 7r 1T58| Lally at the head 
of his troops entered Pondicherry in triumph and proceeded 
to the eathedrfil, where a Te Deum was sung. Illuminations 
and banquets brought to a close a day of rejoicing, Lully's 
triumph was, ho’wever^ darkened by dismal forebciding* The 
conditiuti of the French exchequer and the corruption of 
the Pondicherry govonment were by no means favourable 
to his plans. 

Clive was vexed and sore distressed when he heard that 
Fort St. David, recently strongly fortified, had been taken 
by a sniflU French force in the face of a British force and a 
Britiisli lleet. The gallant and victorious defence made under 
Stringer Lawrence against superior numbers was fresh in 
his memoiy . His anger broke out in his letter to Pigot: 


Lally’s Campaign 6i 

'' I cannot tipress to you my Resentment £ Concern at the 
intamoiiB Sturender af St^ D;ivid. Had tbere been no powder at all 
left but for the Musketryt where was tbe Excuse for giving up the 
place till a Breach was made, the cover'd w^ay stormed, the Ditch 
hUed 7 were our Enemies suppUed with Wings to fly into the place 7 
1 Bin futly persuaded had Lally been obliged to make approaches 

to the Top uf the Glacis^ the Climate won'd have done him more 
Injury, than ali the Powder & Bali in the East Indies. I could wish 
for the Honor A Welfare of our Nation ; that Court Martial wou'd 
make the severest Examples of the Guilty in these cases. For the 
future, I w^ould not leave It In the powder of a Commanding Otbeer 
to forfeit his trust; but give him positive orders not to surrender 
any Fort+ UU a Breach were made in the Body of the placc^ and one 
Assault at least sustained/^ 

Mecr JafTier eotisidor^d that the opporturnty !md come 
for the destruction of Rni Dulab, whom tbe Engli.sh protected. 
He found » desetcrous instrument in Xuncomar, who had 
foUow^ed the srinies to Patna. Kai Dulab had employed him 
on uccoiint of his being conversant with the details of revenue 
fidUrinistration* When a difficulty arose as to the payments 
upon the or assi^jnents of rent* granted to the 

English, he proffered ivis services^ and Clive accepted them. 
He at once began a va^t system of corruption, oppression, and 
tyranny. He knew his evil practiced might escape the notice 
of the English, but not that of a native and vigilant Finance 
Minister. lie therefore, as ostensible agent of the Company * 
dcteniiined to aid the Kawab in the removal of Rat 
Dulab. He assured the Navrab and his son that the EngHsb 
would not interfere in tbe govemment if the money were 
regularly paid.^ He frightened the Seths by stating that if 
Rai Dulab withheld the revenue they would have to find 
the money. On July 21 he attained his object. Rai Bulub, 
Meeran’s minister^ was appointed Du van and Hai Dulab 
was ordered to render up his accounts to his successor. Four 
days after Scrafton wrot^ to Chve t “ Nuncomar is an in¬ 
triguing rascal t the elevation of Raja Ouilub by his agency 
greatly affects our iniluence here. Our enemies gain ground 
daily. Roy Dullqb u gravely menaced.** ^ 

^ Scrafloii ti> QLve^ Itlorauil Bfiogt JuJy 28ih. 
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In the meanttme Clive had acted on Scrafton^s suggestion, 
and invited the Xawab to visit Calcutta. Meer Jaltier^ ’a^ho 
accepted the invitation, left Murshldaliad on August 6^ and 
descended the Hugli with a multitude of followers in a 
splemlid fleet of boats. Me was received with every niark 
of honour and^ after having been magnificently entertained 
for several days, returned evidently well pleased, says Clive^ 
with his reception. On August 19 Clive, in a postscript to a 
letter to Plgot dated the 14th, wrote as follows: 

Since €|<»sLDg my last Letter Uie Nabob is arrived, & seems veiy 
well pleased with his ItccrpUoti. A visit from the Subali of Uiese 
provinces wos never known or beard of before. I doiiL doubt h|s 
oirival here will have alJ the good EfTects which are expected from 
it, and IbaL wc sliali have peace ^ time on our Hands to distress our 
Enem" In other purts/^ 

The visit of the Nuwab did not have all the good effect 
expected. Clivers optimum was the natural result of experi^ 
enese in overcoming diftieultics with insignilieaut resources. 
The view be ttM>k of the situation on the coast is, howeverp 
an Ltlusfcration that he possessed the statesman's insight into 
the main factors of a complicated problem. He wTote on 
August 14! 

** 1 eaimoL quit the Const withayt explaining to yon my Seoti- 
meuLs of Allairs there. 1 do not find that M. LaUy is able to take 
the Field with three thon^and men- Whrn the exprefert Forces 
arrive, and are iokied witJi those at :^Iadrass and 'JVJchiiiopDly^ wc 
shall he 2500 strong, & 1 do not think victor>^ depends sc much upon 
equality of Numbers as Conduct & Resolution. From the several 
Aceounts 1 have reced of Moos^ Lally, I do not enter lain that bigii 
Opinion of him^ which he seems to have gained uimn the Coasts and 
indeed bis late Behaviour has con Jinn ed me in this Opinion. Cap* 
Monchassin, who is here, reed a Lellef froni his Brother at Paris] 
informing him of the Manner on which these Troops were raised : 
they WTfC not draughted out of any of the regiments of France, but 
are composed of Foreigners & Deserters ; these Latter bad a pardon 
promised them, on Condi lion of inlLstlng for the East Indies. Ait ho' 
Moos^ Lally is a Colonel in the Irish Brigade, I do not find that any 
of that Corps have come out with him. The Capture of St. David4 
ought to add nothing to cur Apprehensions of his ^ticceoding in future 
enterprises, for there was no Opporlunity gh vn of i sprrieaclng the 
Courage of bis Troops, excepting the AUaek of the Faselne Battcjy, 
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which I IMnks rather in praisfi of our Forces than Ms, since an 

Omcer & 50 Men could defend it against all the Attempts of the French 
from ten in the Evening 1111 three tlie next Morning, K Colonel 
Lawrence could by any means draw' the Enemy upon a spot of Ground 
he is well acqmunted with, & allack them in the Manner he did at 
Bawoor, I should entertain grcal hopes of his Success* 

By this time the Superiority of our Force at Sea I take for 
granted is heyood Dispute^ &. of Consequence our Tlesources must 
he more than those of the French i this will he another inducement 
for us to hazard an Engagem' whenever we can do it with the least 
probability of Success ; a Victor)-’ on our Side must confine the French 
within the walls of Pondicherry, and w^hen that happens, nothing can 
then save them from Destruction, but a superior Force at sea, of 
W'hich I sec little probabiUiy, noLwithstanding the Report of a 3^ 
Division, 

If It should be thought^ that we are not sirotig enough for nn 
OITenGlve War, other Measures i think may he persned, which will 
greatly difilresSp if not In the End ruin our Enemies* Their great 
Want of Money is welt knowo^ & every method w^hlch can be thought 
of to increase their want of it^ must greatly conduce to overset all 
Ihclr Offensive Schemes ; cant a Body of Moratta or other Horse 
he taken Into pay to hum ravage ^ Destroy the whole Country, in 
such manner as that no He venue can be draw^n from theucc. Bengal 
is in itself an inexhaustible fund of Riches, £ yon may depend upon 
being supplied with Money £ provisions in abundance r in the mean¬ 
time what must become of the French, if they cannot raise money 
sufficient to pay their Forces ;—they must disband their Blacks, 
£ the Whites wiil disband themselves. 

"" 1 Qnd M. LaEy Is gone South : if the King of Tanjore he not 
ox’erawed into a Compliance with M'' Lallys Demands, and give 
Assistance to Gapt" Laiiiaud, J have such an Opinion of Ibat GcTitlc- 
man's Abilities, and the Goodness of his Garrison, that I sincerely 
bcLleve the French wlii meet with some Disgrace before Trkbinopoly/* 

Lally wrote to Bussy upon the taking of Fort St* David: 

“ It u the whole of British India which It now remains for us to 
atlaeki 1 do not conceal from you that, having lakeo .^Tadras, it 
is niy resoiutiou to repair iuuncdiatdy* by land or by sea, t* the 
hanks of the Gauges, where your lakuts and experience will be of 
the greatest Importance to me/'^ 

Lally^s first design, after Ids return to Pondicherry in 
triumph^ was to attack at once Madras. But d’Ache^ W'hn Imd 
refused to co-operabe ivith him, had gone upon a eniise to 
the south to intercept v^csscls arriving from Englaiidi^ and 
^ MIU, ViiL ID,, p. IM. 
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had taken with him the Injops which La«y had put on board. 
These were important considjcrations, but it was the lack 
of moneys which chiefly prevented him from making an imme¬ 
diate attack. " Nothing saved Madras,” Clive afterwards said. 
” from sharing the fate of Fort St. David at that time, but 
their want of money, which gave time for strengtheniiig and 
reinforcing the place.” The governor of Pondicherry and 
Father Lavour, the local chief of the Jesuits, who had a com- 
nianding influetiec in the councils of Pondicherry, suggested 
to Lally a method of obtaining funds. When the Rajah of 
Taujorc was besieged and hard pressed in 1750 by Muaaflar 
Jang and Chanda Saheb.^ he executed a bond to Chanda 
Saheb for fifty-sbe lacs of rupees, which Chanda’s son lianded 
over to Dupleix.* It still remiuned in the possession of the 
Pondicherry Government, “and an incident in the capture 
of Fort St. David concurred to suggest the expediency of 
marching into the Tanjore country and demanding the money 
sword in hand." * Sahuji, ex-King of Tanjore, who had been 
supported by the English in 1749, had been found by the 
French at Fort St, David. lie was escorted to Pondicherry 
pTiri lecclvcd with much ostentation and ceremony in order 
that the apprehension of being supplanted by bis unde, the 
ex-Rajah, might add to the other fears of the reigning 
sovereign. 

Lally adopted tlie suggestion of the governor and the 
.lesuit, and on June 13 he set forth towards Tanjore at the 
head of 1,600 Europeans and a large number of disciplined 
sepoys. He marched without organised transport, without 
provisions, and without money. He was new to the country, 
and he w'as assured by Lavour and De LejTit that supplies 
could be got on the journey. But the French bad in their 
march from Fort St. David plundered and burnt the dllages 
they passed thiougb, and the sufferers took their revenge.* 
“ The soldiers hungry, indignant, and scrambling for a pre- 

^Ste Oiaptw VIII., VoL L > WiUu,. VoL t., p. 3M. 

■ OifBae, VdL li,. p. SlS- 

*** An AcqDUnl qI tlie 'Vsr In Inilia between tLe^Efiglfili atul I reptb/* by 
EIcK^iI Cambrldiep p* 132, 
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carious supply in the villages, marehefl one hundred miles 
to Karicalj thither supplies imd store?? had been sent by 
sea, before they obtained a regular meal,” 

On arriving at Karikal Lally immediately sent forward a 
detachment to take possession of the to-^n of Nagore, situated 
on a river abont four miles north of the Dutch settlement 
of Negapafcaim It carrieij on a canstderable eommerce^ 
and was reputed to be very rich. Lally farmed out its plunder 
and ransom to the captain of the French hussars for 200,000 
rupees, stipulating that if the profit exceeded 100,000 rupeesp 
a proportional addition was to be made to the public fimd*^ 
LaUy was in want of ammunition, money and provi^ons^ and 
he applied to the Dutch Covernment to supply his wants* 
Tliey# awed by hb force ” (according to Or me), supplied 
him with 20,000 lb. of gunpowder, and promised to assist 
him to obtain provisions, but they refused to lend hrm any 
money. Lally also applied to the Danish settlement of 
Tranquebar for assistance, and they sent him six small field- 
pieces, with 10,000 lb. weight of gunpowder. 

On the 28th Lally left Nagore, and after having marched 
six miles halted at Trivellorej^ where stands a large pagoda of 
great antiquity and sanctity* Ormc states that Lally, be- 
heving the report of those who mcaut only to please him, 
imagined the bramins to be very rich, and that the images 
they worshipped were of gold ; in this persuasion, he run- 
socked and dug the houses, dragged the tanks, and took the 
idols out of the chnpels, but no treasures were found j and 
the idols proved to be only of brass/* At Trivcllorc Lally 
found that there was encamped within ten miles of him a 
large force under the Rajoii'fi general, Monabji. Caillaud 
bad matcFiiLlLy improved its fighting capacity by sending to 

' Orme;, V*L II, ^20, Ormc Uir fialbwing coEiuncnt: 

Uic C4inflact of Mr* LallT hart t>een free from the repraad^ of those pecnniaiv 
’k'lEws, which he coDtinually impated without disUncUon to o\ieiy one in the 
service ol the French cump&tiy i but this ai;reeinent gave them no ilight pre^ 
tence to rotod piHcnlutloii on hifn a >l t guing shares with Fischer In the proais 
ol Nogarfi,'' There is umplc proof of the cormptioH prevailing at PoDrtIch«T>% 
btjt Ihpne Is no proof tJial Lalfy went shares irLth Fischer, amS the chatgo la 
contrary to his whole character and career. 

■ Trlvellore or Tlrovallnr^ a town in Chio^epuL diilrtct, MDrtjm> 

F 



66 The Life of Lord Clive 

it from Trichinopoly a detach merit of 500 trained BritisH 
sepoys, 10 English gunn^s, and 300 “ colleftes,” 

As Lally advanced the Tanjorean force fell back slowly 
covered with clouds of cavalry, and the “ colkries ” attacked 
the rear of the french army, cut off their foraging parties 
and drove away great numbers of the cattle which the Erench 
had collected. On the morning of the 18th Lally arrived 
witliin six miles of Tanjore. The Rajah sent a message that 
he "was willing to negotiate, and Captain Maudave and a Jesuit, 
St. Estevan, proceeded at once to Tanjore for that purpose. 
They demanded the fidl »uni in the bond, fifty-six lacs of 
rupees with the Interest. The Rajah offered three lacs. They 
immediately went back to camp, and returning next day, 
offered to accept ten laes in money, provided the French 
were furnished with 600 bullcHrks and a supply of gunpowder. 
The Rajah refused to supply the bullocks for the true and 
proper reason that the supply or sale of beeves was eon- 
trary to his religion. Monsikii refused to place before his 
sovereign the preposterous demand for a supply of gun- 
po’wder^ 

On the night of the 19th the forces moved to the suburbs 
and the bombardment of the city began. After a few days 
the Rajah renewed negotiations. They were protracted, and 
Lally, liaving some ground for suspecting that they were 
prolonged in order to obtain more assistance from Trich¬ 
inopoly, lost his temper and denounced not only the utmost 
vengeance on the city, but be also threatened to carry 
the Rajah and his family slaves to Mauritius. Tlie Jlindu 
king, stung to the quick by^ tlie outrage, determined to die 
hghting on the ramparts sooner than yield to his in¬ 
sulting foe. 

On August 2 the French having advanced from the iniburbs, 
their batteries again opened fire on the city. Caillaud, who 
Imri not been eertaln that the Rajah would not make terms 
ivith the French, immediately sent to him a reinforeement of 
five hundred disciplined sepoys. Lally conducted, the tqjera- 
tioQS of the siege with vigour. On August 7 be effected a 
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breach^ but twenty-four hours’ bombardni^nl was still requisite 
to make it practieable. His ammurtitioiL waSt however, so 
scanty that he was driven to fire back upon the enemy their 
oivn cannon balls, and he had but a few days’ provisions for 
his European soldiers and none for the sepoys and camp 
followers. 

On August 8 LaUy heard that the English squadron, after 
a second action with d’Aehe, had appeared before Karikal 
and threatened a descent. All hope of relief was gone. Lally 
summoned a council of war. It w'as determined by a majority 
to raise the siege* The sick and wounded were at once ?^nt 
away under the escort of 150 Europeans. At midnight, 
August 10, 1753* having spiked and dismounted the battering 
cannon, Lally troops moved a Way from Tanjorc, The next 
morning the Tanjorean cavalry and a large body of sepoys 
overtook them, cut oil fifty of their number, and captured 
two field-pieces and two mortars. Tiiey had no food during 
their long niarcli except a few coconutai gathered on the road, 
On August 12 a crowd of exhausted and famished ^Idicra 
again entered TriveUore, where they^ found supplies which 
had beep sent from Karikal. After a halt of three days tliay 
were again in motion, and on August 13 they arrived at Karikal 
and found the English squadron at anchor c>3 the mouth of 
the river. 

After the action of April 29 the English squadron proceeded 
to Madras to refit* The necessary repairs having been made 
and supplies obtaineck Pocock sailed again on July 25, but 
it was not till the morning of August 1 that the British admirat 
saw' the French squadron^ consisting of eight ships of the 
line and a frigate, setting sail off Tranquebar. In the even¬ 
ing they bore down on the British fleet to about two miles 
distance* but they did not chuse to come nearer, and at sLv 
o^dock hauled their wind and made sail to the eastward*^’ 
On the evening of the 3nd they saw four of the French ships 
in shore* and the next day the action was fought. On August 8 
Capt^ James Barton, who arrived at Madras “ in a sloop 
from Muscat, but last from Negnpatam, brought the foDowing 
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letter from Admiral Pocock giving an account of the late 
engagement ^ ^ 

Tfj The HOxNBLe. Fiqot Esqr. 

AKD THE Gentlemen of the Seleitt Commjttf-h 
AT Foht St. Geaege. 

Ge^ttlejieh —In Ihe niDmlHg of the 29th of last monlh t dJ^patch'd 
a Cflttainaran wiLU a letter* In the evening of the same day saw a 
large ship niimlJig iIo’hti along shore ’with Freoeh Golours hoisted 
who I suppose at flrst took ns for the Frencli sijuadimn, but on our 
chasing her she made for ihe short, and rati aground between Porto 
Novo and SI. David^s, aud not heinE Lo get her off, set her on 
Ore, She proved to he tlie ResUhtHQn- 

On the 1st Instant in the ioorntog saw the Fr^ndi squadron getling 
under sail ofl Tranqurhar, and In the evening they bore down upon 
as to about two miles dJstaneej w^here we lay lo for th^&m in the line 
ahead, ¥dth the starboard taeks on board, but they djd not ehuse to 
come nearer, and at oVlook hauled their wind and made sail to 
the eastward. The 2^ lo the evening we descried four of them in 
shore* and next morning at daybreak saw ihem all lo windward, 
ahont three leagues oil Negapaiom ; they soon formed the line ahead^ 
and began to bear dowTi*upon us with the land brecKe* at the latler 
end of winch their leading ship steer'd for our tear, by which means 
the sea breeze setting in about noon, wc E^in'd the weather gage 
and bore down upon them, and got near enough to begin the action 
about twenty mtnules alter one o'clock* lu about ten minutes thne 
Monsr. D^^che set his foresail, and kept more away, the rest of his 
squadron did the same, and Ihclr line was soon broke. I made sail 
afler them with the whole squadron^ and was able: to keep within gun 
shot of them at a running Dght tUl about three o'dock, wiled Dnding 
they increased their dlsiatLCC by crowding elU the sail in their power, 
made the signal for a general chase, and pursued them iiU near dark, 
when they gat ofl by out sailing us, Lho' I apprehend not wlthont 
receiving considerable damage ; and not seeing I hem since conclude 
they are gone to Pondlchcrty. Al elfitit o'clock that eyenJng we 
anchored here, where we are repairing our damages, which are chiefly 
in our masts, yards and rigging, hut hope will be reedy for the sea to 
morrow morning* Onr loss of men are thirty one kill'd, and one 
hundred and sixteen w^ounded. Ttie Commodore has a musquet shot 
lodged in hlfi shouider, and CapLaiu Martin wounded In the leg by a 
Epliuter; the gunner of Iho Ctunbetland and boatswain of the 
casUe were kill'd In aetinn ; the behaviour ol the officers and men In 
general on this occasion was entirely lo my satisfaction. 

I wrote to Captain Cafllaud yesterday, and mentioned every thing 
to him t thought necessaiy, Mr. Crooke informs me by letter dated 
the Isl Instant that Monsr. tFOlJy was then besiegiiig TrauJour+ In 

^Madrias Setect CDoniultee Consuitadaiu^ 
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lUr. Boilte’s letter ’wliich I received yesterday, he mentions notlitng 
particular. The enemy have not any vessels at KaricaJ. 

I have tbe hon^r lo be 
Genilemeii 

Y&ur Tn-dst Ohtdient Hmnbk 

Geotige Pocock* 

Yarmoiilh otF Kaetcai^ 

5^^ August I75S. 

Captain Barton also brought from the admiral to Pigot 
the folloiTing: 

Remarks dp boar^l His MqJesty^B Ship Yarmoulh, 

34. 1758, 

At day light saw tbe Freacb OeeL on aar weather qcarter ; aticJ 
at 45 TDiPutea alter 5 made the signal for the line o head. At 
6 Negflpatnm bore W.S.W^ 1 VV. distant about 3 leagues. 8 mintiteg 
past 7 made tlie signal far tbe Tgg^r and CumtErland to make more 
sail, ihe above signals were repeated by the Eiizahethnnd Qmetitioti>uglL 
At 2(1 minutes past 7 we stood to the S.E*, la a well formed line, the 
enemy^H van at the same time bearing W,| N, distant about *1 miles. 
x\t I past S I be enemy's van began to edge down upon as. At 4d 
minutes past 8 made the Tgg^r's and Elizabeih*s signals to change 
places in the line. At 45 minutes past 9 the Tp^er made the Saluburg^s 
signal to dose the line. At lU the enemy bore away as If they intended 
to ran under the rear ol our line, and 10 mlnoles alter we, having 
made the signal for the leading ship to steer two points from the 
former course^ bore away alsOp steering south per compass* At 25 
minutes past 10 niado the signal, the We^oaih 

made tbe to close the line. From that time till 20 minutes 

past 11 liilie or no wind^ ond enr line in some dlsorderp the boats 
being employed In towing their particular ships into their sLatloiis« 
At 20 minutes past 11 the aeo breeze set In from the and brought 
the French to bear on our larboard and Ice quarteri At } past 11 
the cuemy^s van on our beam distant about I) miles. At 20 minutes 
past 12 p,M^ made the lead Lag ship's signal ta steer 6 points from 
the former course, our ships then ia a wbU formed close line. At 
55 minutes past 12 made tlic rear ship's signal to dose the line. At 
1 took In our top gaUant sails. At this time the enemy appear’d to 
be drawn up in a hall muon hue, their von and rear lying to windward 
of their center^ At 20 minutes alter 1, observing Ihc French Admiral 
make the signal to engage, and thclr van ship ftre on the 
we Immediately made the signai for engaging which was repeated by 
the Eiizabfth and Quren^ronph^ and obey'd by the whole squadron. 
10 minutes alter the French Admiral set his foresail and kept more 
away, the rest of their squadron did the some and their line was soon 
broke, Tiie remainder ol tbe acGou was a running fights At 35 
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minutes past I, our signal far tUe line was shot awoy^ and anutlier 
InstantJy hois I id ; 2 minutes alter 111 at our main lopsaiJ yard sbnlt 
down on Lhe cap, and the main top mast much damag'd at llie same 
time : 10 minutes past 1 the signal for battle was shot away aud 
another hoisted directly. At 2 the enemy s leading ship in the van 
put before the wiud^ having cul away her mizen mast on account of 
its being aJlre* The French Admiral put before the wind S minutes 
after and was foUow^d by nil the Ehips ol the enemy frotn the van to 
the center. At 25 minuteg past 2 the eiieiny's rear put before the 
w^Lud. At Lhe same time we made the signal for a closer engagement 
In order for our ships to bear down as fast ns possible after them* 
At 55 minutes past 2 the enemy wore and haa|\! up a little on tbc 
larboard taekSt as we did at the same time^ At 3 made the gencml 
signal to chase* when we made all the sail we could after themp the 
enemy being at Lou great a distance to Ore at them and crowding 
with tileering sails and every else from aSp their boats ail cut a drift 
and Ihcy standing about N.NAV., wc employed !□ knotting and splicing 
lhe old, and reeving new rigging to enable us to make more sail. The 
less di^ibled ships about 3 miles a he-ad nnd the enemy’s rear 5 do. 
At G observing the enemy eucreased their distance, we made the 
signal to leave off cliasCp bawling down the sigiial for battle at the 
same time* nnd after joining our ships to leeward, bawled close to 
the wind with the larboard tacks uu board and at 8 made the signal 
and anchor’i] In 9i fathom water. KarrJcnlli Vf- i N, Lilst: about 
8 or -1 Miles. 

Idlers from Mr. Whitebill, Resident at Sad map and reports of 
many persons from Pondicherry, give room lo hope that the loss of 
men on the side of the French in this action has been vciy considerable ; 
It is cerLuin that the Coiiife de ProaentCp their Commodore's ship, was 
obliged to cut aw^jsy her ml^en mast, and that some others of their 
fleet had considerabLo damage-'^ ^ 

The reports proved tnie. The French had, says Grose^ 
251 meu kdled und G02 Wounded, and ainon^ the latter were 
d'Ache tind Ids enptam.^ 

On his return to PoiuUeherry, d’Ache atuiounced his luten- 

* Gmsfe writes: However, the French baasted ' thnt the Fii|liah squailma 
KUIFse<l greaCy Ln tlib Second DrCLL<>n ; und Ihjat Cloimt DAche woulil have Lad 
the whole advonta^^ hail it nul been (or the Hcnident lliot happeued on board 
his pidp and the Comie dc J^roocitcr. hy Lhe comhusUbk-Jt wJilcIi Uie HugiUh 
threw on hasird. That the Cemfc de Prot?tme had ail her saiU and mlzen^iunjit 
on Ore, and It wea with the utmost riifiOctilly that the flames were exlingnl^ed : 
and that Lhe same IbLni? happened to this wltii thin dlnerence, thal 

the Gte having ^ned Ibc! powder-ruc^mT Uie wa^ oa Uie point ol blowing up, 
but W515 fiuved by the ibllgenra of the officers.' ” Groscp Yol. ILp p. 288 ^ 

The kiUed and woonrted in the French sipiadrou urquunted hy their uwn 
accDQuU to 500,'^ Ct 3 inhrldge &ays 5411; Orme “few ksi than SUO." 
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tion of proceeding to Mauritius so soon as he couJd get 
liis ship fit for sea. Lally beard of this resolve during his 
retreat to Karikal, and at once sent Count d Estaing to pro¬ 
test against this decisioa. But liis remonstrance yras in vain. 
On August 28 Lally himself with a smaU detacluncnt arrived 
at Pondicherry, He at once summoned a council consistii^ 
of civil administrators and soldiers, and, backed by their 
opinion, he ende&voured, partly by persuasion and iiartly by 
menaces, to induce d’Ache either to fight the English squadron 
again or at least to defer his departure so bug as it continued 
on the coast. But d’Ache. supported by the opinion of all 
his captains, refused to stay on the coast and meet the English 
squadron, on the ground that there was neither rigging nor 
supplies remoifling in Pondicherry to justify the risk of another 
action. After considerable persuasion he consented to leave 
5CH) of his sailors and niaiines to sesrve on shore, and on Septem¬ 
ber 3, 1738, he sailed with all his ships for the Isle of France.* 

On September 1 John Coll, the abb engineer of Fort St, 
George, sent to Clive the following account of the dbaslets 
which overtook Lally, which contains much fresh material 
for the historian: 

Sin^—1 sboud have done myself Ihe lianor to write you imme- 
dlately after the loss o( St. David, Jt to have given you some account 
of that fatal stroke, hut I was apprehensive, n subject in which I 
thought myself somewhat ftmeem'd might have led me to say things 
on report to the prcjinllce of the Gentleniea there which might on a 
fartlier enquiry have prov'd false. You hove eer this no doubt beard 
many & various particulars I am not yet qualified to eoutlrui or 
contradict, not withstanding I have seen & lalk’d with W'ynch who 
arriv'd here three Days ago. AH I can gather from bis papers & 
discourses Inclines me to think the place was lost rather thro wont 
of conduct & proper management than bravery or the means to 
defend il* 

tJy Captuln Bart&n 1 suppose you have heard of the last engage- 
ment between the j^uadrons * the Situation ol tMngs In Ihe Tan Jin 
Country. He did I believe carry a report loo of a large convoy going 
to Lolly's Gamp being cut oJT, but It prov'ii to be groundless. How* 
ever axi heavier stroke has fallen on the L! GeneroJ sinre that Time. 
These are the particulars^ Alter some negotJalloiis between the 

* Ormc, VoL IL, p* 336^ 
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KlDg & Mnnfcr I-a||y, malUrs. siem'd to be ndjuFted & a promise & 
part pnymeol o| 4 or 5 Lack of Rup* took place; uome Horse T?vere 
also sent to Uie French Camp & hostages giTcn by boUi parlys for the 
performance of their engagemenls. How It happened Is not aJtogether 
clear* but it seems Monsf LaDy acknowledges he Infringed the Treaty 
& bosLUitle^ were soon renew'd to such a degree that two Battery's 
Were erected against Tanjore^ & many shot fired. The Tanjorincs 
mode a Sally or two & did some miscliief,^ but CalHaud having sent 
same OunnerSr field pieces d: lOfKl Sepoys^ measures were concerted 
with the horseJnen sent to the French (whom Lally had dismounted 
nt first Sl us'd til) and a grand attempt made on ihejr Camp the $tb 
In ttic afternoon. A Musquet aceidentalty' going off In the French 
Camp alarm'd them & sav*d their Arniy% for at that functure mialteri; 
were jnst ready for execution. Thn* the conspinitors I bought they 
W'ere discovered yet they ectdevoFd to prosecute their scheme, one 
purpos'd to begtn with LaUy iSt actniiify mode a cut at him which he 
parried with his Arm the stroke was on the point of being renew''d 
when LaJly ran under the be]iy of an horse, got a ktek In the 
Guts & the fellow wiio attempted to demnlisti him W'as cut down. 
MurzasatHfg at the head of the Tanjorl Troops In one port, our 
Sepoys in onoLher^ Jt tbc Coilnrgo Polly guns in another pnrt tell 
on the French Camp. The Bol teiy's were soon taken^ the Guns spLkecL 
& many men killed ; but 20(W Ivuropeaits were noL to be broke hy n 
rude multitude alter they had ]oiifd In a compacL body. However 
hi' Lolly was so satlsfj^ed with the druhhiog he had got that he march'd 
off that night or early Id the morning to a plaee called Amapettah ^ 
from thence to Tcrvalore hi the Road to Najopatam. He wou'd only 
carry a few rounds of amuuttion far each man & about lour field 
pieces, so that had the Taiijoriem puniued the advantage he wou'd 
liave been severely treated if not totally routed before he w^ou'd have 
reach'd KarikaL His baticrJng Com ton ^ 1000 large Shot, sume 
Mortars, Shells, Tents ^ other baggage was left a pri2e to the Tanjoriens, 
Fatal indeed has bcvii Tanjore & Trltlinapoly to the French I ^\'hen 
the news of tills affair first reach*d Madrat^ ll was pDslGvely reported^ 
^ continued to be believed for many Days that Lnlly biinsell waii 
killed and most of his people cut off. Nothiog cou'd have given ua 
more pleasure and therefore the report I believe was the easier credited, 
however about the 22*' we heard Lally wsii not only olive hut most 
of his men also. Wjmek's arrival confirm'd this, lor be both saw^ iS: 
convers'd with Lally, who own'd he did not find making War In this 
Country' so easy os he Imagiu'd nor the Country troops so dispieable. 
Want of money (which Is very great at Pondichery) ahd a prepossession 
that llie King of Tanjorc wou^d essliy be brought to any Tenns^ en¬ 
gaged Lally to march with his Troops very Ill snpplyd ki eveiy respect. 
Had the Tanjuriens been lulled Into a false security our Squadron 
not obliged Uic Enemys to retire every thing necessary for besieging 
Trichuapoly niSghi have been sent to Karlkal by sea^ and llitnce in 
* 05 wiire ttUed ta ILb Sally sc ihai H Tpaa aruort work 
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safety when he ’wanled tticm. As it happeaed lie eoifd get nothing 
without strong escorts^ & often wanted Provblojis. Had tie even 
got to Trtchnnpoly I am dubionsi whether he cua’d have taten it. 
Caillaud had 400U of the old Sepoys there ^ the NaHore with other 
good Jemidars at their headp above 400 Europe CoHiys & Tropai^es, 
besides Callarys &“ He was moreover dctEnubi^d to stand an as$aalt 
^ had prepar'd the minds of hts people for it. LaUy^s forets was not 
above ^00 men & few or no black Troops, so that I IbinkTrk-hnapoly 
won'd have been saved. Before w^e had advice of Lully's nilsfortune 
Colonel LawTence march'd from tie nee to Chinghoputt with near 
700 Europeans (as lino fellows as ever I saw) & Guns d 1500 Sepoys 
which were to have been Join'd by some of the Nabob^s Hqrse. This 
motion was cbJetly Intended to alarm the French & oblige Soopi:ie 
who was encampM near Waldoiir with 100 men to retire^ or LaOy 
to send back some men to su]ipcirt him- We were In hopes wJsn nT 
getting back some of our Men; for near 30 of those which had pur¬ 
posely enlisted, deserted from MonT Soupise's Camp & got hither ; 
but the rest on tins were returned into Prison, so that wc got no more 
of them. Lally did send 500 men to reinforce Sou pise, but as they 
were other wise"on tlieh rclnm !t was not putting them to any Inton- 
vcnlence. 't'he Colonel finding no End eou'd be answered by keeping 
I he ftejd relum'd yesterday to this place. 

Whilst Udly was to the Southward he demanded money, Animu- 
nltion and Provklon from the Butch & Danes, Ibe laLter suppiyed 
him with nil* hut the others were more wary for which Lally called 
them fishermen & Butler mcrchunts. The King of 'ranjore I hope 
wdll so far reseut the behavior of the Danes as lo make them respect 
their readiness to assist his Enemys. 

t bebevc the French got nothing in the End by the Tanjore 
e3ipcdition tho' Lolly soys he got one ’Way or other 4i Lock of Rupees 
which was all he demanded at firsts They are still much distress'd 
& wou'd have been more so, had they not lately praetfs^J a piece oE 
Injustice! to get a supply* It was thus. A Dutch Europe Ship from 
Batavia to this Coast passing by PondJcheiy w^as there sieved & her 
Cnrgoc (port of which was 100^000 Pag" in gold) lauded by woy of 
restitution for the Dutch having permitted Admlr^ Pocock to takes a 
fcjmall VesscJl Irom the klands in sight of hfegapatam. The Dutch 
coud not prevent it &. have protested agaiust the Capture whicli Is oil 
they can do. However the Fri^nch wanted money ^ any Grounds 
were sutbclent for them to take It where they cou'd find it+ All the 
notice Lally take-s of their rep resell latlous Is that lie will answer It 
in Europe, Hits Lally of whom you have no Doubt heard a great deal 
Is of station Lowv passionate in bis Temper, & apparently haughty 
in bts Carriogc to his Ofllcers, but Wynch says tic believes him in 
reality a good matur'd man. He fs L* Geneniij one of the Eight grand 
Croii of Lewis, one of the six Inspector Generals of Gie French 
Army St & has several Employs of Less importaneCt to he expects 
the addition of o Marshalls Boton^ being n favorite of Madani Poinpa- 
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clqre. Tic now confesses I tbliik llial he has no longer ony eipeetations 
of a thlril Division, hut certainly a man of hiii Rank con'd never 
have been originally intended to come to India with 2 Hegimta. 
The number he and Soup!sc brought out stand thus 


Soilplse In Sept- -. 

MilUy 

ArLIUy 

llOd 

200 

Lally In April 

JfflW 

300 

In India before ., 

1200 



3300 

500 

500 

Total of ihn French force Lalely at Pondh 

chery.. 

Lost at Chiltlput by sickness at St. 

3K00 


David & Tanjore, by Ibeir confession 

800 



Hemaiii’ ., men 


out of which allowing sick & Garrisons for the several places they 
have. 2000 wUl he the most Lally can take into the fleid, NotwJlh- 
standlng this he talks ol coming here when join'd by Bussy who is 
marching this wny with a great force It we beUeve report; hat I 
know Bussy cannot have above 400 Europeans, .S will Mil business 
enough where he Is ; & I tlilnk Laity Is more of a Soldier than to 
attack this place without be has at least 5 to l— 

Many of those who wisti well to the service nailer themsetves 
that you wilt be here this Month ^ indeed 1 sincerely hope you will, 
for the old Colonel is Incapable of bearing much fatigue & 1 fear not 
alLogether satisfied, Perhaps your Presence might nuike things take 
another Turn, and change our System of Politicks for Ihe better {If 
we have any). And It wou'd certainly add someth lug lo the many 
honors you Ijave already acquir’d If you eou'd bailie the French 
L‘ General & his Train of kLij: Generals, MarshaJs de Comp, Colonels, 
A* It wou’d certainly be practicable had we as many men more 
as we have in this Garrison & as good Soldiers. 

Maskelyne desires me to tell you that he won'd mile, but that an 
indisposillou acquir’d by hls short Campaign renders him incapable 
He commanded the Troops under the Colonel. & in Ganrison commands 
half the Sepoys & the 2* Battalion. He Is much esteem'd by all the 
Officers, but has been somewhat lU us'd by Calllaud's laie promotion 
to a Majority. Tis not yet In pubUck orders so he takes no notice 
of it, but will quit as snon as he couvenieutiy can, or on your arrival 
Auiphlett behaved in a distinguishing manner at David lor wblcli 
W^ch has done him justice in a pubUck letter, A you may be assur'd 
1 shall give him all opportunltys of pushing himself when he is releas'd 
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He writes me Imm Pondlcheiy that lie wishes he never had seen, the 
Loss ef DavJdj ^ all the young OfRcera say the same. I imagine an 
enqTiir3'' will he made into the reasoms ol Its suirondcr to the Enemy. 

Ormr, PaJkj ^ Bod dent are going heme on the Granihamt with 
many other Passengers, so that It seems as if every one disliked LLielr 
Situation here. 1 hope we shali soon see better tlines^ & he able yet 
e'er the War is hnfshed to change things on the side ol the French^ 
Should oiir Remforeemeflls arrive before the Monsoon It woti^d be 
very opportune, but we fear they will go to Dombay or Bengali and 
uot be here till March If at alt Tho" I think the Gentlem^ at the 
other PresJdencys must see that while we have a force on this Coast 
superior or even CLjual to the Frenchp they at the ather SettlcmmU 
can be in no Danger. 

Please to present my Respects to Mr CliTe, & accept my sincere 
Wishes for your Health & Success whom am 

Sir 

Yo ar very Devol ed and 

Obliged Humble Servant 

Four St. Gnonaii: J o us? Cajll. 

U( SepL 1758. 

CULONEU CUIVE. 

The fruitless raid ou Tanjore was the cau^ of grave tran¬ 
sient niisfortunca, but u second error led to a capital pernuinciit 
calamity—the los-a of the French power in the Decemn A 
few days after his arrival Lally appointed the Marquis de 
Couilans to act as second in comun^nd of the Fronch army 
in the Deccan. Wlien he w^as on the point of pruceedlE^ 
against Tanjore with exalted hope, owing to the easy capture 
of Fort St. David, he wrote to Biissy (June IS) ordering him 
and Moracin the governor to join him with their troops, leaving 
the Marquis dc Oonflann with a brigade for the defenee of the 
Ceded Districts and the general control of the Northern Sir¬ 
cars. As soon as the bulk of the corps had departed, Ananda 
RaZp n local ehief, made a dasli on Vizagapatam^ took it, and 
hoisted the English liag. He wrote to Madras reporting what 
he had done and praying for active support^ but the authorities 
Were not in a position to afford it. In July he made similar 
proposals to the Council of Calcutta* Clive decided at once^ 
against the imammou.^ opintoa of the Council, to support him. 
He wrote to Pigot on August 19 telling him that he woa 
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sending n force under the eummand of Colonel Forde " wUh 
the utmost expeditiom”' 

Fr^ds E'orde, whom Clive had seleeterl to command the 
expeditionary force, ivaii one of the niany illustrious sons 
of Ireland who have fought to wb for England her wide¬ 
spread dominions. He was appointed a captain in the TMrty- 
nmth Foot, Adlercron's regiment, on April 30, 1T46, and nine 
years later he was with his regiment w'ben it landed at Madras. 
On November 13, 1753, he obtained hLs majority. Eyre Cootc 
beii^ at the time a junior captain in the corps. Forde was 
stationed at Fort St. George when Clive returned from England 
to Madras, and then the strong and genuine friendship of 
these two great soldiers began. YMien Clive was sent to 
re-capture Calcutta, Forde was in omciating conmiatid of 
lus regiment, and was ton senior in rank to accompany the 
detachment sent with the expedition to Bengal, In April, 
1757, Forde was given the local rank of Lieutenant-Coloncl 
and sent on an expedition against Nelhire, a fortUied town 
situated on the coast near tlie river Penner. The force under 
his independent command was small. It comsiided of 100 
Europeans, a company of 36 “Caltres,’* and 300 sepoys with 
one iB-iwunder, three 6-pounders, four eohoru mortis, and 
one howitzer. Forde attempted to take the town by assault 
and was repulsed. His frank account of the disaster throws 
%ht on the nature of the man. On May 9 he wrote to the 
Select Committee at Jfadras : “ Last night I receivM the favour 
of the 30tli Ulf, since which we have had a most damnable 
Brush, aufl sii&r’d i^onsickrably you will see by the m- 
closed List of killed & wounded." He then proceeds to relate 
bow that morning at daybreak he made the necessary dis¬ 
positions for an assault in the following order : 


The Caffrtys with Ensisn Elllol at their litod, began (he \tlBcb 
and rnarched wjtli great rcsoluUon lo the fool of tUe Bivaeh 
three Companies of Seapoys foUowtd them very dose until * 
within sixty paces of Ue Breach and then lay down ia^Li 
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hy llic People of the Fort with Pikes, Firelocks and Stones that it 
was Impossible for them to get over. In this dtuatlon the Dght was 
continued three quarters of an hour and then the Seapoys ran away 
as fast as they eouJd towards our Batteiy% Seeing nothing could be 
done against so gaUant a Defence, I thaught it high lime to retreat^ 
which we did in very good order, and had not a T^fnn hurt in the 
RetreaL No man has ever sslvt so brisk an Action while It lasted, 
and I must do the Odlcers and Men the Ju^ice to say that they 
behaved with Lhe most undaunted Hesolutlnn and Bravery/* 

On his return to Madras, Forde w'os ordered again to tate 
the field with his detachment, and though the campaign afforded 
him no opportunity of taking part in any important battle, 
he obtained a nseftiJ insight into tiic conduct of Indian partisan 
warfare and showed tliat he liad the attributes which make 
for success in war. 

On the death of hlajor Kilpatrick the Select Gommittco, 
at the strong request of Clive^ applyto Lieut.-Colonel Fordo 
to come to Bengal and take charge of our garrison as Major.** 
Forde, in compliance with these requests* took the first 
opporhmity of proceeding from the coast for the Bay.” and 
iirrived at Calcutta January 21. On February S he wrote 
to the Select Committee: 

I have much at heart* no man more, llie Intprest of I he CoEnpany 
and shall be estltemely happy jf 1 can be instrunientai In promoting 
the puhllck Service in these parts j however as 1 risque Incurring His 
Majesty's displeasure by remainlug here and must quit the OonunissiDD 
I 3t present hold in His Service, with all my future Prospects, which 
are pretty considerable, 1 cannot In justice to tny Family embrace 
yonr polite Offer without something certain by way of Compensation 
for the risque I run. I llatlcr myself, Gf-nllemen, that you yourselves 
will think me very moderate Jn fixing the Compensation a I live ibousancl 
Pounds In hand, exclusive of the Pay* Emoluments and Honors annexed 
to the CajiuulssJon as your Major.” 

A majority of the Committee refused Forde's services on 
the terms he proposed^ and Clivci on hearing wlmt had taken 
place, offered ^vith characteristic g-eneroslty to pay £2,n00 
from his private purse. Tiie Select Committee accepted the 
offer, and granted the remainino £2,500 out of public funds. 

Ordered the Accountants to draw up Bills for that sum 
(£5^0{K1), And as it is custoumry far the Major to liayc a 
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seat on the Board—Agreed Lieut-Colonel Forde have a seat 
on the Board as Third of Council.” It would seem from the 
following extract that Clive made a further generous offer 
to Forde: 

""y slncerest acknowleagments for the 
obU^ng offer you are pleased to make me, which you'll forgive me 
. v 'l, refuse, for as I have been sallslled in the Sum 

Sn H determmcd to insist on for my remaJninB in India viz. 
SoQOO and was resolve" to take no less, I think U would be eoually 
unreasonable in me to receive more." *■ h j 

CIH e found in Forde a loyal nud shlc colleague, ready t o 
support him in the great measures of military reform which 
he contemplated- Clive was amdous to <CTporate the detech- 
ments from Itfadras and Bombay iuto the Bengal Battalion, 
and Forde "wrote to him on June 27: 

. " ^ agree with you in the necessUy there Is of incorporatibG 

be forces, and ^ very glnd you propose doing It immediately. VVe 

and J hundred Europeans exclusive of Serjeants 

and Coi^rals. WTiat do you think of adding 300 Topasses toVem 
nd making two Battalions ? Jf you will give me Leave to nav niv 
respects to yon in person for t'A'o or three days, we mav pick out Some 

OUL 01 whicfi We may extract what ajt proper far tTils rounirv - 
wc may lelfc os-er Same other matters Wfng ti the 

Tlyee months later, when Clive determined to send an 
expedition to the Northern Sircars, he had sound reasons for 
entrusting the command to Forde. 

On September 15 Clive wrote to Figot, informing him that 
the 3 Europe Ships, i Country, & 2 Sloops ” had dropped 
down the river, that the stores were on board and ^ the 
l^ops win imbark in 2 or S Dnj^, & will I hope be landed 

at AiMgairntam, or elsewhere, by the last of this Month” 
He added: 

s tiri 

point of imbarking, self preservation for Um present seems to'^p^sseS 
■CMitabarsr, M„el. mh, isss, Otme MSS., Vot 292, p. H3. 
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every BreasLp witkont any Regard for the fulore^ or the Good af the 
Ser\ice in General; and you may be assnrd if 1 was to propose the 
Troops praceeding to Madras, a Negative would be given by ever>^one 
but myselfp ^ to ttU yon the Truth the Gentlemen here seem fnlJy 
persuadedp that the Detaehmcnt would never be returned, should 
the exigency of Aflalrs require it. We shall see what may be eHected 
by Janf ^ whether Biiiisy may not be kept at bay, & his resources 
of money dfccf cut off; it this esn be efTected, I think the Troops 
cannot be employed more for Your advaniag^^ as it may prevent his 
forces from Joining Mons! Lally, 

You may be persuaded that wliiLst I preside, ihe most vigorous 
measures shall be pursued ^ ^ I think the present Expedition a very 
strong proof of it : for I will not conceal from you, that we are in no 
condition to resist the French* should there be any possibility o! 
their paying us a Visit* during the absence of our Troops. Oar Effec¬ 
tives are not ^80^ &. those the very scum of the Men,—Our Garrison 
is drain'd of Stores & Ammunition/" 

The tides were unpropitimts^ Fur ten days the ships lay 
at anchor at the mouth of the Hugli* unable to get away* 
On October 5 Forde wrote to Clive : “ The Pilot^i at Iasi: think 
proper to put us in motion. Yesterday the Ikh^sier and 
Tham£^ weighedt but came to an anchor again at a league and 
a half distance. Sc this day the and irorceffter will 

foUow.** On October % 1758* he sent the follow'ing brief 
messfige to Clive : We have just taken leave of our Pilot; 

very line weather though the wind not fair.*^ But when they 
stood out to sea the ’wind changed to fair, and they readied 
Yizagapatamt October 20* 1758, 

As 5k)on ES the disembarkation was completed and arrange¬ 
ments for a forward movement made^ FordCp leaving a small 
garrison there, joined Amanda Raz* ’Who was encamped with 
his troops twreaty miles to the westward- A loiig delay 
occurred owing to the diJficulty of getting the promised car- 
riage» supplies, and money from the Rajah, It was not until 
December 3 that the united forces of the English and the 
Rajah came in sight of the French troops strongly posted 
about forty miles from Hajahniiiadry*^ on the Idgh road 
leading to VizagapatauL 

^Rajamundry Li a bnxTier and ta Lbc Vlmgapatam caannSes ; Lhu 
Frcnfili hcM It as tbeir dwn propertyp and alwayi kept a goverDor, anil a inuin 
boily of iTOaiis to gno-lson iU—Cambridge^ p. 207. 
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The foTce under the eominand of Coiiflnas cotisii^ed of a 
European battalion of 5,000 men, ivith more ordnance than 
they could manage properly, e,000 sepoys, and 500 Native 
horse. The British force consisted of 470 Europeans, in¬ 
cluding artillerj', and about i,000 sepoys with six field-pieces. i 
The Rsjah'a contingent was a mere rabble.* He had, how¬ 
ever, with him a party of forty Europeans, under an adven¬ 
turer of the tiaine of Bristol, with four field-pieces. 

On the 6th Forde advanced and occupied a village on an 
eminence called Chambole, commanding the high road and 
ahout three miles from the enemy’s camp. “ The French 
aeemed not inclined to quit their station, and the Colonel did 
not approve of attacking tliem to so great a disadvantage, there- 
fwe determined to cither draw them from their present situa¬ 
tion or match round them and get between their army and 
Rajam^diy.” * To acconjplish this double movement, Forde 
determined to obtain possession of the hamlet of Condore 
nestling at the foot of a low range of hills three miles from 
Chambule. About six on the evening of the 6tb, Forde waited 
on the Rajah and informed him of his intention; and late 
that night orders were issued for the army to march at half¬ 
past four, “ no mor^ gun to fire and no beating of drums, 
but the greatest silence to be observed." ^ At the hour 
appointed, the British force struck their tents and advanced. 
The Rajah’s army being not so alert was hft behind.^ At 
dawn they heard the sound of guns in the direction of their 
old camp^ ^ound, and soon messenger after messenger 
from the Rajah came galloping up imploring Forde to return 
to his assistance. _ Our men were ordered to halt, and the 

Idt lidiinU."—Slntitr, VoL l p | •’^tUnnu Irma an.t Uie Iiowitatr had been 
* ninL 

?< •»! ■- <»• 

madding th. Mgli ^ Cbamtale also 
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Colonel returned and brought up the Rajak^s The 

whole force then pursued its march^ and at eight o’clock arrived 
at Condore. 

At the same time that Fordo detennined upon a tummg 
movement. Con flans also re^iolved to attack the British eamp. 
He had heard from a deserter that "" the British soldiers were 
all raw and imexpcrienced in diseipline. and the miscreant 
offered to show the French a point from whence the British 
force cuidd be cannonaded with the greatest effect.^* About 
one o'clock the French troops were under arm^, and a large 
party with six guns were sent under the guidance of the deserter 
to attack the British camp» ConBans^ “ observing our arniy 
had movedt and perceiving our intentions of stealing a niarch 
round hlm^ ordered his troops immediately in line of morchp 
and proceeded towards ns, keeping between our army and 
his own camp. We had not halted above half an hour before 
we diaeovered the enemy's Sepoys, and presently after their 
whole line, about ten or twelve hundred yards distant on 
our left Sank: In a few minutes after they closed, and moved 
down towards us in good order.” ^ 

The European battalion W'os in the centre with thirteen 
field-pieces divided on their flanks j while immedTately to the 
left of the battalion were the 500 cavalry, and on either 
wing 0,000 sepoys supported by five or six heavy pieces 
of cannon. 

About nine Forde arranged his force in battle array* the 
British battalion in the centre with the six field-pieces divided* 
three on each Iknk ; to the riglit the 1st Battalion of Sepoys 
with lialf of the >ladras Sepoys* to the left the 2nd Battalion 
of Sepoys with the remainder of the Madras Sepoys. He 
“ ordered all the Indians with fire-arms to form on the right 
and left of our Sepoys on each wing, us the eneiny"^ line 
extended much further than ours.” * Bristol, with his 
small body of European deserters and four field-pieccss* w'as 

L Cambridge, p. (EdlUon 17011 

* ibifL. p. 

* Drme, Vol ll., p. 378; CfmLbridge, pp^ 2fl4-2(?5 ; Brcponi?, p. 216. 
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placed with the field-piec^ to the left of the Europeiin 
battalion. ^ 

It Was nearly ten o’clock when the enemy opened ft well- 
directed and raking fire from upwards of SO pieces of cannoni 
some of them pretty large/’ and “ the six short fi-Pounders 
and two S-inch howitzers^’ ® engaged with spirit the more 
numerotis and powerful ordnance of the enemy. 

Hpd the Marquis dc Conflans been enducfj with patience anti 
been prudently satisfied with the advantages which thiB great 
Biiperiorily of artillery ga^vc him, we must have FiitTerd exceedlnglyp 
for as they out flankd ns very much the cannoti plac’d In the 
extremities of their curved line vciy nearly fired up oiir fianksp and 
began to gall tis considerably and to make our seapoys op the right 
wing very restless and uiiea.<iy. 

But the French Commander had made liis boasts that be won^d 
make A/a’ break fetsi of buL that we sbou'd pot be the means of his 
losing Mi dinner. Wlielher this wgs the cause^ or that our numbers 
were held bi too great eonlempt I knownotp but they very impnideutly 
gave up the advantage which their artillery promised Liiem and advanced 
with hasty steps before Lheir guTi6+" 


The enemy advanccil quickly in front of their guns. Bach 
company of sepoys carried n small eaJour. When the enemv 
show^ed a ciisposition to attack. Colonel Fordc ordered the 
sepoys to furl these colours and lay them down in the rear. 
The 2nd Battalion of Bengal Sepoys were dressed in scm-let 
uniforms resembling those of the Europeans* Owing to “the 
extent of the enemy’s line and the Lrregnlftr approach of the 
amiys towards each other caused by the fields of high com 
&c^,* they hecame opposed to the French battalion in the 
center.” The French, seeing them clothed in searleh led bv 
English olficera and with "" Seapoys Colours furled,'^ supposed 
that they were part of the European battaiion which had 


* 1B41, when under ioniE rQi&ap[ire]itiiisiQ[i, the Madras Govti-iuucnt 

autliariBed tbe 1st Madras Etu-opEiui Reglrn^al (oJ which corps nqt a tnon waj 
present La Hit action} lo iiLscripe the word ^ Candgre' oa Its ggbiirK. Tht iIIh- 
tfnctlon has recently L^cn placed on the colours gf the RoyaJ Mujuter Fusiliers 
the only corps now Ml&tiniE represenlitig Ihc 1st Bcncal ReidmEnt etititled t/ 
W¥ar IL'*—BengnI Native Army,” by tUg-ilffw, pp. Kb-M, 

BettlE cd Peddupore^ or Chiimholex or Coddare," by Major Martin Yiirkc _ 

Orme MSS r Vgl. 72j pp. S5-^. The baUidrlng train and the howilzer bud 
been left behind,-^—Stubbs, Vol- 1.. p. S. i*uwiLzqr ouu 

■ Mflior Marttn Yorke. Orme omlU the important “Ac/*—Orme VoL II 
pp- 37B-9. ' ^ 
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been diviiied m the flanks- It was a fatal ecror. The French 
attacked, and Ecw>n threw the sepays Into disorder; they 
retreated very precipitately, and the French pumicd so 
briskly that they were also tlirowu into great disorder.^ Forde 
attempted in Tain to rally the sepoys, and discovering that 
it was the French hattalion that were in pursuit, he ordered 
his Europeans “ to face and march to the left ” io order to 
cover the retreat of the sepoys.^ 

The Europeans of hath armies were at this period Ic^tally liiddcn 
from each other by a large Held of laU Xo^Hon CorOp hot upon our 
having marchM alponl 200 yards to the left we got clear of the com 
and prefiented ourselves belcre the French battalion within little more 
than pFstoi shot. They were still hastily and irregularly pur^iiing oar 
ret tea Ling seopoys. The moment W'c appeor'd they suddenly sLopI, 
codeavoiir'd to form and recover from the disorder which Lhclr hasty 
pursuit had throwTi them Into, hut they were in too milch contusion 
to make a long stand. Tliey made a poor, irregular, scatter'd fire — 
Ours was regular, by Grand OivtslonK, and well directed ; Uiq Die of 
oiir 1st Grand Division brought down half the Grenadiers of their 
right (our Drc begaji on the left) and vejy much increas'd their con¬ 
fusion. By the tune our Grand Divisions had Dred ouee round, the 
enemy went to the right about and retreated in the most mob IJkft 
confusion.'" 

Tlie FreDch on reaching their gmis, which were thirteen 
in number, scattered about the plain m detail, rallied, tmd 
their guns again opened tire with grape shot. Many of the 
pursuing foe fell. Among them was the guilnnt Adnett^ 
mortally woimdcd while leading the left division of the Euro¬ 
peans. His men swept on. As they neared the guns they 
formed line, and with a determined charge drove the enemy 
with the bayonet from tfaem^ and the French battalion dis¬ 
persed in panic across the plain. 

During this eritical time the 1st Native Battalion, under 
their gallant Commander, Captain Knox, with three of the 

■ Majiir MrtrtLn Yorke. *^TTic t^^Ench dramng near, puured in their whcle 
fury upon them, which r^turued by our sepoys prutly flraily, tJuMigh 
they wtiTfl Id aenpe coqIusIdd, givLfi}[ way at the some time ns the enemy 
were advancing.”—r^qnihridgep p. 205 ; Ornic* VoL II., p, 

■ f&frf- CftmbiiiJ^e wtUm : On seelDg this, Calnnel Forde erdcred the 
European baltfllion to moke a qunrLer wheel us quick os poBsible^'^—Cam- 
hrldge, p. 2^0. lu Broome Uicte it a DilspritiL InsteaLl of ** Qbllqned to the 
left “ read '* obliqued to Ihc right/"—liroome, p- 217- 
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guns, bravely stood their ground against a large force in front 
and on th^ir flank. But when the French sepoysaw their 
centre broken they retired. The stress of the battle was 
now over, but Fordc determined to complete Lis sncccss. 
As soon as he was joined by White of the sepoys^ and had 
made his dispositions* he moved forward to attack the enemy. 
“ But the ground being very bad, the guns drawn by bidlocks 
were unavoidably left considerably in the rear,” The French 

" made one more attempt to form on the other side of a deep ravine 
wHich eover'd the front of therr camp, hut as fflfht ais I he hattaiiOQ* 
were brought up and form'd^ we had the pleasure lo perceive ihetn 
file off again to their right and march off with predpllatlonH We 
took their whole camp siandingr imd all their canocn^ ammutiitjDn^ 
Estores and baggage. A BaitaUou of Seapoys were detached in pur- 
soit, who drove them Ihal night near twenty miles from the Deld 
of batUe, look some prisoners, and receiv'd Tnany P:uTopeau deserters. 
In short, It Ls Impossible fur a victoiy to be more oompleat.” 

So ended the battle of Condore, one of the most important 
fought by the British in India. It struck the first sci’ere blow 
at the ascendancy of the French in the Deccan. On the 
motning of the victoiy' Fordc sent the following brief note 
to Mr» .Tolm Aiidrews, the A^cnt of the Factory at Vizaga- 
patam; 

'' I have the pkasure to Inform you that I engaged Ihe French 
this morning at ten of the Clocks and Ihnt I have gained a Compleat 
Victory^ i cannot iJiforn] you of the particulars exactly of the slain, 
as 1 pursued them 3 miles over the field of HaLlle In their Tents^ 
which 1 am now in possession of. We hnve Six Officers prisoners, 
and fifty men, and at least twenty-hve pieces uf Cannon, and hope 
in 3 or -I days more to give a better account of them, as I intend to 
pursue them with ah Dttigenee Lo Hajahmundry or wherever they go, 
and If the Baja and his People had not behaved so dastardly as they 
did there wxulfl not have a Shigle Man escaped. Please to send 
Copy8 ol the news to Madras and Bengal as I am so mueJi faUgued 
that I cannot possible write any more at presenL In a few days 
lime I shall write more fully.” < 

Fordc pursued them w^th all diligence.^' The same evening 
he aent a. battalioa of sepoys to follow the enemyj the next 

^ SelecLlaas Iroin \hs I^tt^rs^ Despatrii^s and Other Stale Papers preserved 
in the MBdraK SecretajlaL (Clive Strira);' edited by Georit W, Farresli C,L1S* 
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morning the other battalioAp and at daybreak on December 10 
the two battalioiLS reached Rajahmundryi having marched 
forty miles, and took possession of the jnud fort in the centre 
of the town close to the river. On December 11 Forde arrived 
there with the remainder of his force, but he was unable to 
follow up his success by on immediate attack on Masulipatam^ 
Five days after Forde^s great victory LnJJy's troops appeared 
about daybreak upon Choultry Plain, and the long pending 
siege of Madras was imminent^ 

Lally declared that when d* Ache deserted him he abandoned 
his hopes of taking Madras^ But be never lost sight of liis 
most cherished project* The expedition to TaJtjore hatl 
increased the fituiticia] pressure^ and its failure had roused 
his indignation. He determined to replenish hh treasury 
by another expedition and to recover the laurels which his 
own precipitate folly liad lost. The £30^000 left by d’Ache 
Would enable him to initiate a &esh campaign. He deter¬ 
mined upon a bold enteq>TJse i he would gain possession of 
Arcot, which was governed by one of the principal officers of 
Moliajiimed Ali, Nawab of the Carnatie, our old probeg^. 
The capital of the Carnatic would, he considered, supply his 
victorious army with provisions, and its rich treasury would 
furnish him with ample funds. Early in September he again 
took the field* He dispatched four columns, commanded by 
his best ofiicers, to take possession of the siimll forts which, 
if left, might impede the direct advance of the centre column, 
commanded by himself^ on Wandewash, thirty mdei south¬ 
east of Arcot, At Wandewash, the country having been 
cleared, the whole force was to concentrate and advance on 
Arcot. 

The operation, well conceived, was conducted with dis¬ 
patch and vigour. Fort after fort fell* On October 4, 1758, 
Lally^ on the terms of a pretended capitulation, amid the 
thunder of cannon, made his entrance into Arcot/' Me 
proclaimed Raj all Saheb, the eldest son of Chanda Salicbt 
Nawab of the Carnatic, and conflded to Hm the government 
of the province. The short campaign had been u hrilUant 
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success. But the success W!Ls mure brilliant than smbstantiab 
LaJly counted on obtaini ng some of the riches of Arcot, He 
found Bxi empty treasury. In his cagernesjs to advance on 
Arcot, the acquisition of which would be of great politico] 
importance, he made n great strategical error; he neglected 
to capture the fort of Chinglepnt. about tbirty-six mdes 
south-west of Madras. Situated on the Palar River, it com¬ 
manded the rc»ad lo Pondicherry and covered the country 
on which Mai] PEIS depended for its supplies^ Lally declared 
that the importance of capturing this outpost did not escape 
Ids attention, hut he considered that the f^niall fort^ so slenderly 
garrisoned, could easily be taken after the capture of Arcot 
by his victorious troops^ supplied with the two great sinews 
of war, provisions ajxd money. But the hope was raised 
ouly to be disappointed. When he ordered hb troops to 
march on Chmgieput, they refused tinless they received their 
arrears of pay. But there was no money. Menaces and prayers 
Were of no avail. The officers subscribed two thousand rupees 
and took them to the mutineers. They required ten thousands 
I*aUy applied to the government of Pondicherry, but their 
resources were eompletely exliaustcd. Conflans wrote to 
DijpJeix on September 16 : Since you left affairs are dreadful. 
There are factions, hut there is no money,” ^ 

Ten days nfter^ Conflans, in a long and diJfusc letter to 
his mother^ states: **“ Lally is too headstroiig to take advice* 
He tries to act precisely as though he were in Europe, and 
the results are disastrous. It would be as weU for Bussy 
to keep close to Lally aiul assist him by his counsels.^^ * But 
the infallible pride of Lally was proof againist any suggestion. 
He had been joined by Bussy about the time he entered Arcot. 
Between the two men, wide as the poles asunder in temper 
and ehameter, friction was bound to arise. They were at 
their best when leading a charge. Bussy was a soldier skilled 
m statecraft; LaJJy had a supreme contempt for the sinister 
of diplomacy. Bussy had established his power in the 

I ^fiflana to Dupltli, Rajjmiadry, SepL 16lL, Fowls MSS. 
i^tktluoi to tJs Rajlmiirtty, SepL IGLb, cit 
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Deccan by his skill and courage as a commander, and he 
hftfl consolidated it by his tact and agreeableness of nature. 
He considered that the ascendancy of the French at the Court 
of the Deccan was of supreme importance, and he realised the 
political and strategic importance of the Northern Sircars. 
Lally held tlmt the foundatioa of Frertcli dominion in Iridia 
by diploituiey was a vaio drenuL The Frtfich could establish 
no firm hold oii the country imtil the English were driven 
out of it, and he indicated his policy to Bussy in five words: 

No more Eng lish in India/' To carry out this policy Chlngle- 
put and Madras must first be captured* Bigot wrote to Clive ; 
"" Lally says he does not care about possessions in the north if 
only he can &"trike honie hcre/^ ^ 

In order to strike home, Lally asked Bussy to advance 
him the money to pay the mutinous soldiers. Bussy refused. 
He Was of opinion that a Nuwab of the Carnatic should not 
be appointed without reference to tlic Subahdar of the Dcccan, 
and the easiest method for recruiting an exhausted treasury 
was to get Salahat Jang to pay for the restoration of the 
Subahdar to titular power over the Carnatic. Bussy by 
argument and financial pressure strove to get Lally to permit 
him to return to Hyderabad. The honour and pow-er of 
France was not the sole feeling in his mind. In the Deccan 
be was a powerful prince and not a subordinate, 

Lally, enraged at bis plans being thwarted by lus lieutenant^ 
grew more impatient and more suspicious of his slncerityi 
He Came to regard him as his personal foe and a traitor to 
Im country. He refused to allow him to return to Hyderabad- 
He abandoned the operations on Chinglcput^ cantoned his 
troops, and returned to Pondicherry. Bussy, the proud 
master of the Deccan, enpnged at the taunts and insults freely 
and openly levelled at him by Lallyi and finding that all his 
earnest entreaties and eEEorts were in vain, abandoned himself 
to his resentment and did not render to Lally the assistance 
wdiicb loyalty to France demaDded. Bussy in his anger sacri¬ 
ficed the work of his life and the greatness and nobility of 
^ PigQt ia Fort SF October 2l5t, 1750. 
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his tintion. The officers ivho accojitpanicd Ln]Iy had soon 
lost a|[ confidence in hini, and were anxious that Hussy slioukl 
supersede him. Conflans wrote : “ Recall Lally, put Moracin 
there uistead and hearten Hussy with a Brigadier's brevet.” ’ 
Six of the officers who had accompanied Lallv signed a 
r^uisltion that Hnss^ might supersede them.* Xially complied 
with their request. 

Distrusted fay hJs own officers, hated by the corrupt civil 
runetiouarics, Lally was in a critical position. The Pondi- 
therry Council told him that they had not a sou to pav the 
army, nor sufficient prov^isions to supply the daily need of 
the town. LalJy, the bravest and most sanguine of men, 
determmed to march upon jradras. He said the French 
soldier on the defensive was half conquered. He would 
obtaia provisions ns he advanced, and the populace of the 
Black Town would fill his empty coffers. He called a council 
consisting of civil and military members, and the ex¬ 
pedition against Madra's was discussed. Leyrit, the Governor 
and a member of tlie Council, opposed it on the ground that 
there was neither money nor provisions. Count d'Estaing, 
one of the bravest of the brave, exclaimed: Better to die 
storming the glacis of Madras than of hunger behind the walls 
of Pondicherrj'.” His brave words carried tlie day. It was 
decided to march against Madras, and events supported the 
decision. A ship arrived w'ith some unexpected treasure from 
the Mauritius, and Moracin, who had been left in charge 
of Bussy's force, brought not only 230 Europeans and SOO 
sepoys, but 100,000 rupees. Lally advanced 140,000 livres 

Basiy Itnl iw gave nr oriered to rlitm ^laljiKncn 

lOO.OM croT^ns j to the CtovalSer cl« QUlonf^^loiSTlDr 

rrtiutd Uiem. tjslljr ndd» that Bubv qJTw^ iwn however, 

back, to the nakhatu and stated Ural he ««,tW0 livre, to be unt 

for Uie service of LLe t:oinpaiiv. wovWed Lqin^wL^ 

.tal« that he declhted botk 5^ -fe. 
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of his own mODey* d'Estaing and the other offieers 34,0M 
rupees,^ 

Furnished with n small amount of treasure, Lally again 
tfjok the field with 3,000 European infantrj^ 300 cavalr^^ and 
5,000 sepoys. He hoped to reach Madras about Ntivembcr 12 
and escape the monsoon, which was late that year* But 
when the nialn body of his force, nmrching from their canton¬ 
ments at Areot, reached Conjeveram, the monsoan bursty the 
rain came down in torrents, the country beeajne a vast swampp 
arid for fifteen days further advance was impossible. On 
December 1 Lally joined a column which was sent up the 
bank of the Palar to cut oft the supply of provisions for Madras 
and capture Chingleput. Eat he fomid tliat the garrisoa 
liad been strengthened^ and a substeiJitlal force had taken 
the field to j^ui^eaur it m ease of n siege, 

Tlw Government of Madras had early realised that Lally 
was determined to IsLy siege to Fort St. GeorgCp and liuth ac¬ 
cord ingly^ made actiYe preparations for defence. Provisions 
of all kinds were brought from the surrounding country and 
stored. Stringer Lawreneej with a sense of sound strategy, 
abandoned all ttm less important forts and concentrated Ins 
forces on two vital poLnls—Fort St. George und its barrier 
post, Chingleput, He recalled Captain Caillaud with all the 
ISO Europeans in garrison at Trichinopoly. Marching through 
the Tanjore country, they embarked at Nagapatam, and landed 
at Madras on September 35^ 1738. Eleven days before, u. 
sntall reinforcement bad arrived from England. Maskelyne 
wrote to Clive from Fort St. Geurge, September IS; “ The 

Pin has arrived with 2 Field Officers and 130 men* The 
Grafton uud Sunderland are expected shortlyThe Pill 
was a CompaIlya's man-of-war, which had convoyed a trans¬ 
port fleet of ships with IpOOO troops on board* which the 
great statesman whose name it bore \md dispatched on March (I* 
1758- 

Will iam Pitt, afterwards Earl of Chatlmm, had an hereditary 
interest in Fort St. George, his grandfather* the daring interloper* 

Lally-ToUftnJfll/* by Tibulti? Hsungnl., p, 14b, 
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having governed the settle^lent for many years; he was 
in close touch ’n'ith Indian affairs^ and he reali^d that Lally's 
mission was a grave menace to our power in India^ 

The two vEiS&ek expected were His Majesty's ships sent to 
reinforce Pocoek’s squadron. The two field officers were 
Major Brereton and Colonel Draper. \Villiam Draper was 
the Colonel Commandant of tfxe regiment (79th Foot) which 
had been recruited in Scotland the previous year. He was 
sent to Eton at an early age, whence he proceeded to King's 
College^ and he lias a title to be on the list of illustrious 
men who have been FelIow>j of this royal foundation. He 
abandoned the calm and ease of academic life for the pro¬ 
fession of arms, and proved himself a daring and gallant 
soldier; but an active military career did not deaden his 
literary interests, and in his controversy with the author of 
the Letters of Junius he showed eonsiderahle abihty as a writer.^ 
The Gtaji^n and the Sunderland did not arrive shortly.^' 
September passed, and there was no sign of the anxiously 
expected reinforcement. October came^ and Pocock, fearing 
to be caught by the monsoon gales, weighed anchor and sailed 
away to calmer waters. At the earnest request of Pigot and 
Lawrence he left one hundred of the marines* Me arrived 
at Bombay on December 10, where he found the aix trans¬ 
ports and two vessels of war with 600 of Drapers regiment 


^ LiEUtenjiiit-Caloticl UlUiam Draper (1721-1787), allETwarils Uemensnt- 
CEUErat Aiitt Uc slEge of Alailras He irias offered tlie command of the 
Madras j\niiy in Encoessiod to Lnwrence, bnt te dc^Uncd on account of 01 - 
health nud rcliu^Ed to En^jmd, At the end of June, he apdii aixived 
at Madias osi Brigadtff-GtnETBl and coimuondcd the miina^^ foroe oji^aiiiEt the 
Spanish SFtUEineDt of MnnElq. On OctobEr flth, 1762, Manila wa^ taken by 
assault anil vai ransomed! for 1 , 1 ) 00 , 110 ^ in hUle on Madrid wMch waj never 
paid. OtBper’^ " Anrwir to the Spanish ArgmuentA refusing Payment qf the 
MOf^a Hansom from PillHge and Destiiiction ” VfOa a Incid uiid forcible lenLy 
to tbo objections ralined by Uie Spanish Court. It first brought him to notice 
as a writer of consld^ablt ability. In 1768 ho nppoliitEd to cemomnd 
the I 6 U 1 Foot, and the next year he wia created a K.C.B. tn 1769 be eni^aaEd 
In Ilia famous fiterary contest with tlio author at the Junius papers Lu defence 
of his frJrud the fitarquls at Granby. The charge brought agaimt him by Jtmliis 
that he had helrayed und «old his campanions at arma fqr a riband and u 
regiment'' was a bese slander. Ue heeame Lieutenant-GencriLl In 1777 and 
he 'was appointed Lfentenont-GovEmor of Minorca Lu J779. On the surrender 
ot ihet island (17S2) he prEfErred eharges of mlacondnct Bcainst Lieutenant- 
^Wipended lilm. He was triad hy 0 gEneral wurt- 
martlaJ In 176^ end reprimanded. He died at Bath or> the Stli of January 3787 
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OH board. On November 8, ’fi'hen I^ly had begun to put hb 
troops in motion, a eonvoy of suppliers set out for Cltiugleput, 
and 1.200 Eurt>pe 4 uis and X^SOO sepoys were sent from Madras 
to eover them. Half the force under Draper advanced to 
within ten miles of Ctunglepat, and the other half imder 
Stringer Lawrence halted at St. Thomas's Mount. On 
December 11 Draper heard tif the approach of the whole of 
the French army and fell back and joined Lawrence at the 
Mount. On the afternoon of the 9th a large body of the 
enemy appeared in sight, mid LaTivrence^ fearing that his com- 
raunications with Madras might be interrupted, marched back 
with hts whole force to the Choultrj' Plnhi. Lally halted at 
St. Thome. On December 12 

Tbe enemy h^^ing mardied this iDorniiig from ttie Mounts 
and appeared abant dayt^reak npoD Choultry Plain, our army, after 
about two kours* caunDnadiiig, returned into garrison^ and the enemy 
encampeiJ upoo tke spot where our troops were last nighty about a 
mlLc and a hall to the southward of the Fort. At the same time their 
advanced guards were seen at the Garden House and Chebank^^ 
the village jgst on the other side of the Bar." 

Stringer Lawrence Ixad retired fropi Choultry Plain because 
he could tiardly hope, owing to the disparity in numbers, 
to gain a success m the field, and a defeat meant the loss of 
Madras. After the outposts Imd been called in, the whole 
force available for the defence of Fort St* George amounted 
only to 1,758 Europeans and 2,220 sepoys. The French 
force was estimated at 8,000 European horse and foot, 500 
native cavalry, and S,000 sepoys,® 

On the return of Stringer Lawrence with his force to the 
fort a consultation was held, and the Council came to the 
following decision i 

" The Board behig of opinlau that the necessary orders for con¬ 
ducting the defence cannot, without great Inconvenience and delay, 
he debated on and Usned by the whole Counell, it la therefore unani¬ 
mously agreed to leave tbe conduct of the defence to the Governor, 

Cbepauk. 

» »Vestli;M ol Old Madrus.'^ by Colonel lleury EL D. Love. R.E,. Vol. IL, 
p. 539. Orme sIaIh Lhal the Fr^jneh Enraiican covalry, excellenlly mountHl 
anil dlsclpljned, were SIHI strong, ** |hc grcoit^t whleh bad hltherta 

appeared togclher in IndJo.” 
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wlio^ with Colonel L^wfnce^ Is desired to toke tbe assistof ttif; 
athei- Field-officers wd the EngineeT as oftCQ as may be requisite, 
and immediately to issue the necessary orders/* 

The result was satisfactory^ Pigot did not interfere with 
the raililaryj but he “ greatly contributed to their success 
by his prudenc?e, resolution, and generosity in the manage¬ 
ment of the stores and proyisionSp frequently \dsiting the 
works and liberally rewarding all those who signuliMd them¬ 
selves.^^ ^ 

At dnybreakj December 14, the French entered the Black 
Toflrn without opposition,, tlie British pioquets retiruig to 
the Fort^ The regiment of Lally took ap their quarters 
near the beach of the sea* the regiment of Lorrain, with 
the battalion of India, on the rising ground to the west; 
but both behind buildings which screened them from the lire 
of the ramparts^^ Lally selected his quarters in Mr^ Pigot^s 
country faoiiscp which the British Governor liad left furnished 
for Ills convenience. His soldiers proceeded to pillage the 
town, and, finding a large quiintity of liquor, got drunk.* 
Spies and deserters reported the state of the French troops^ 
Draper suggested a sally, and offered to lead. The ofier 
was accepted. At eleven ^ Draper* with 600 chosen men 
and two hcld-picces, inarched out of the w^estern gate “ full 
cjf ^pirits/^ and croSiiing a bridge over the old chajuiel of the 
river, reached the entrance, a long street of Indian houses 
crossed by several others. He detached a party of 100 men 
under Major Brereton to protect Uis right flank from Lady's 
brigade, and himself advanced up the street, The Bnghsh 
drummers, most of them being black boys, began to beat 
the grenadiers" march as soon as they entered the street: 
on winch the whole line from one end to the otlier set up 
their huzza/" The French* being warned, drew up the 
Loriain and Indian regiments in a long. Wide street iacing 

* Groie, Vtit IL, p, Si 8 , 

•Oniifi, Vol tL, p. ^ 90 . ‘Orme MSS. 

* OiniB, Y<i 4. ILp p. 3IHJ. Calpncl Love say^ fi a,tii.| but doea aol give bis 

mQlburny. Laliyi blegraplitr mJtEa: Sur ton orrfrB, it mafot Draper, oikc 
I iiilt E£f ia i^aiTiion ti iroia pMctt da Hatton^ h d oiixr }\Eura dii laii 

par h poru d£ TouMf/—■"LHlly-TaUendfll,*" par TibiUle HaiaonL 14S, " 
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th<i head of the cross street up W^hich they expected the 
British to advance. They planted four guns at the entrance 
of the cross street^ and they posted two nr three platoons 
about fifty ytirds lower down at the opening of a short lone 
which led into n parallel street. Misled, as to the direction 
of the sound, the French made a grave miscalculation. 
Draper advanced up the parallel thoroughfare, and the 
enemy discervered their error only when the grenadiers had 
reached almost the end of the street and appeared before the 
Opposite opening in the lane. The French platoon opened 
fire, and with execution — for the distance Was point blanh. 
The grenadiers, returning the voDcy, marched onwards, 
followed by the main body until the last two platcwns reached 
the entrance of the lane, when they w'ere baited to prevent 
the enemy from breaking through it. Draper, on emerging 
from the cross street into the wide tboroiighfarc, found him¬ 
self on the flank of the Lorrain regiment with its four guns 
and the Indian battalion beyond them. The grenadiers at 
once faced and fired, and two of the field-pieces coming up 
opened With grape-shot. The French, taken by sujprise,^ 
fell into confusion and abandoned their guns. Draper ordered 
his men to cease firing and to charge with bayonets fixed. 

He even set the example and advanced ; but was followed only 
by four brave fellows, two of whom were killed, and the other two 
dangerously wounded- The colonel had several balls Uimtigh his 
coat, hut was not wounded. He advanced, and exchanged a pistol 
with the French officer of artillery, who immediately siirremlcred ; 
but the colonel Iiad the mortifleation to find that be had no men to 
cany oW the guns." 

The French soldiers, encouraged by the ceasing of the 
English fire, streamed out of the houses in which tliey had 
sought shelter and opened a hot fire of musketry and artillery. 
A stiff contest ensued- For twenty minutes it tasted. Tlicn 
Draper, finding that the French were being reinforced by the 
Indian battalion, and fearing that his retreat would be cut 

‘ »Tbe FrcDfA mirtook the EngtUU troops tor (..aliyo brigade, ami sunued 
tliom lo fonn on tlioir l*ft flonl; uanioleEl.ed ; nor were they apprised ol iheir 
mistake, until convinced by tha Era of the fioU.pieees, loaded with grape-iUoL 
Grose, VoL 11., p. 199 . 
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nff, abandoned the gum and retired down the street to the 
eastward front the sqiiare.^^ ^ The French followed them 
closely p Eightj'' of the Company'a grenadiers, the prime 
men of the garrison, were taken prisoners.” The street was 
passed, the open ground gained^ and Brajier turned to the 
right in order to ciune in touch with Brereton. About three 
hundred yards from the fort was a bridge which sjuumed a 
narrow branch of the river running along the glacis. Once 
the bridge Tvas crosseii Draper and his men would be safe 
under the protection of the guns of the citadel. The Chevalier 
de Crillon, who commanded Lally's regiment, had early in the 
day realised the importance of holding the bridge and so cutting 
of! the British retreat. He pushed Ids regbuent towards it, 
and had come almost within two hundred yards of it wJien 
he met Bussy. Bussy stopped him and said it was a dangerous 
movement, as tlic enemy, ivhom he had seen not far off, liad 
moved witli their artiUery.® It h stated by Crillori that 
Bussy llicn told him in a tone of cDmmajii;l that he must take 
mlh him twTo of the four field-pieces attached to the brigade, 

Ji'u/ ptiE besain dt tamns, r^prend Criilon / U nc me f aui qtiE 
fa buianneliE, el, ^ fournant ^fs ses hommes : ' AHoru, sofdais, en 
stiiuei-mof } —* SotdalEr restez f* B^icriE Bussg^ qm idGUrne 
um Crilton et insisfe pour qu'on emniSn^ da canoih Crilhn, Bentani 
qu^m petd it tempt, ; mah Its sGidais n osent d^&oMir Busiy , 

et, qaoiquc frtmissanls de furtUF, re^irnt imm&bfles. Cipmdanl, Cri//oji 
moFthoh teul rerj /e pant, Un des affitiers erie aux soidats : * Laisseraz- 
DQUs musiocrer ootre eohnti / ^ £e capiiaiiit Kennedy, U major Aiitn, 
einquanie Jfolontaires sortmi des rungs ti tejoignent CrillorL** * 

MeanwIdle Draper, joined by Brereton^ liad reached the 
bridge, and after a desultory rearguard fight the retiring force 
cfosssed it and entered the town by the north ravelin. The 
British lo&s was D oTicers and upwards of 200 men. The French 
casualties mimbcrcd 30 officers and 220 mem Among the 

^ Grosfr, p. ^99. 

■ Hamunt, p. ISO* Hamont'i Mcount » founiI«(l on LaUy’i staierntnl 
lupported by Crillon’t evidence at Li* trial—Hemolre, le.. p. 103. Hussy 
stated that he had no command as he was on this occasion b voluateer. **^"1 
he received lim thanics the OewErnar PcmdlchErry. 

LalS>'-TDllvni1al,” by Tlhulk Ilamont, p„ 150, 
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killed was Saubinetj ^ho possessed all the quBJities of aii able 
generaJ^j and Count d^stnin^, “an actire partbsan/* ivas 
tliTuwn from his horse when ajjproaching at full gallop some 
£ng1i.‘>h troops he had misdaken for hi.s own men^ and was 
made a prisoner. 

The next day the French began the task of besieging Madras. 

The houses of the Black ToTi<R+” wrote the Select Committee 
of Fort St, George, not being yet demolish’d to the Intended 
Distance* gave them an Opportunity of opening Ground and 
erecting their find Battery within 450 Yards of the Foot of 
the Glacis. We gave what Interruption wc could to their 
Works by the Fire from tlie Fort.*' ^ Sorties were frequently 
made, for besides the good eflects such sallys may have 
on our sepoys* by enduring them to danger; the enemy’s 
people are harassed ntid fatigued^ and their works retarded/' ® 
December 20 was always kept as a flay of pubHo rejoicing and 
banquets in old Madras. It brought with it a remembrance 
of Etigland* as it was the day appointed by the Cliartcr for the 
Mayor and Sherilt iomually eleeted to enter oti their reispective 
oflices. The CouncU “ assembled as usiml*'’ and the Mayor 
and Sherilt being introduced, “ the oaths of allegiance and 
office ” were administered to them by the President. The 
Journal records i 

" Jt having been always usual upon this oeca^loQ to salute the 
new Mayor with nine guns, mne guns were shotted upon the Boyal 
Bastion and pointed at the enemy‘s quarters and works, and dis¬ 
charged in honour of the new Mayor^ and it is hoped with good cilect 
on the enemy.” 

On December 22 a ship which Latly expected from Ma^uli- 
patam arrived with artilleiy and stores. 

” The nestl day the 2^ Dec' the Captalii Wedderbnrn^ 

loaded with provisions for the Gairf&on* came wiLbaiit Opposition 

^ Lctt^ Iroia Lbe Select Cofmnittce of Fort St. GiHifgG to tbc llonbie Robert 
01%e, Esq., and the GernUemou of the Seieet CEnnmittee at Fort \yliMiiin+ doted 
2Sth January, 1759^ 

■" Jeuroai ot Transactioni diuiiii? Uic Siege ol Fort St. GeorgE/* The 
Journal wii found by me Amou^ the undent arehlvcs Ln the Record OlHm ut 
MadruK aud Selections from it wcth printed in u Memorandimi on die Madras 
Records," stihrnltted by me to the CovernmEnt ol India tn G. W. F. 
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into Liu* the French Ship neither in the Cnoditlon nnr the 

Intention to mind any thing escept the landing her stores, but upon 
her getting uniJcr Sail the 24th to nm naarer in to her StatiDO, llie 
Thames weighed also and difiapptnred. Fortunalftly we had laid iu 
a EnfUoient Stock of Provisions.” ^ 

The Thames brought the good ne^vs of Forde’s victory at 
Condorc, The Council decided tliat 

** As it wLis reasonable to thinli; that pubilc demonslrations of Joy 
upon occasion of victory gained by Colonei Ford might have a good 
effect fay raistng the spirits ol our people and producing the contrary 
on the enemy. It was therefore resolved to put the whole garrUon 
under arms and to march Ihem into the covered way% which it was 
supposed would alarm the enemy and bring them to their front post, 
and so eicpose them the more to our shot, and then to bre twenty-one 
gnns into different parts of tiicir guarters and works, and give three 
running fires from tfae covered way of the whole gairisan, which was 
eaecuted accordingly/* 

Just at thifS time Pigot received the important information, 
timt heavy reinforcements had arrived at Cliingicput* Their 
leader, Yusuf Khan, the brilliant fighting partisan, Clivers 
and Lawrence^s ^^old frLenth"^ was engaged in the administra¬ 
tion of the Madura and TinneveUy provinces when he was 
requested by the Madras Government to join Preston with all 
the troops under his cojtiiimnd, and to enlist as many as he 
could on the road. He nirived at Chinglcput with 1^500 
sepoys and 2^000 horse. 

On December 27 Pigot wrote to Preston: 

" UboJI Cawn anil you are to march sa as to begin the Attnck at 
Day breaks and to carry wUii yon the whole Force ekeepting anch a 
number of Horse as you judge may be spared . . , As your 

Attack on St+ Tfaouic mnsl he niiade on the South nad West Sicks, 
A large Ilelachmcnt of Seapoys* with some Enropeans imd a Jew 
Horse, from hence shall attack at the same time on the North Side, 
and another shall take peist at the Garden House, Onr People* both 
Mont and Foot* Europeans and Seapoys, shall wear a green Br:mrh 
In their Hat or Tiirband, l+rt yours do the same, by which they 
will dtsliiiguisb each other from the Enemy. Our whole GarTison 
shall be under ArmSj and Measures taken to prevent the Enemy's 

^ LeLter from tht Sfllect Committee o! Fori Si, Georp lo the tknble- Bohtirt 
Clive, hsq.p bhil tJie GenllEmcn of tlie Seleel Commltlee at Fwl WllUani, dated 
January, 17S9. 
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sejidlng any large DciaE:hiiiti£it fmiD the Black Town, or if> Eome 
advantage of them 11 they should vmture it/” 

Three days later M. ile Sonpiret with a force of 500 EurO' 
pcans, dOO sepoys^ and 800 black horse, attempted to surpriAe 
Preston at the Monnt, but their approajch was known, and, 
after a hvely cannoniade, Captaut Preston seeing an advantage, 
made a push vvltli the ChingJcpnt troops, and seized two of their 
guns, whilst Mahomed Ifioof with his force kept the miun body 
at bay and prevented them from making an effort to rescue 
theuL^ The French retreated to St. Thome, which had become 
a post of great consequence to their anns^ as they made it the 
station of their boats as well as a temporary repository of 
their convoys coining by land. In order to intercept a French 
convoy that he heard was approaching from the south with 
a large quantity of stores imder a strong escort, Preston moved 
from the Mount and encamped at a village situated two miles 
to the south of St. Thome and one from the seashore. He w-as 
followed by Yusuf Kliaii with hi^^ force, consisting of “ 3500 
foot, 500 horjiev with three bad field-pieces i they encamped 
to the north of the vilkge and extended almost to the sea 
yrith their front towarifc St. Thom^.” The next jnoming before 
dawn Soupire with hfe Europeans only, “ who were 000 horse 
and foot and without field-pieces,” fell upon the camp of 
YiLSTif Klian before their approach became known. Great 
WRB the surprise and confusion. YusuTs troopi* fled in every 
direction* and he Eumsclf had barely time to escape from the 
back of his tent. Prestoni on hearing the enemy^s Are, list¬ 
ened forth with his whole division and attacked the French 
while they were plundering the camp. Taken by surprise 
and having no strong or collected fire to return* they fell, 
the more they ventured to make resistance, and nil at length 
broke into confusion ; but when at some distance, the officers 
prevailed on them to stop, and they marched off in order.” = 
The majority of Yusuf's sepoys having fled acmss the country 
and provision ''' not sttBieiefit for one meal left in the camp," 

^ 0niu:R Vol- IL. p, 407^ 


* /frW., p- 201. 
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Preston and Vusuf marched the Bame evenirig for Vendafnr, 
where they found a small supply. From theiu^c they pro- 
eeeded to Chingkput. 

As soon as the light appeared on January 1750i Lally, 
to cover the operations of Soupire, opened fire upon the defences 
from a battery of six guns, situated at the opening of a street 
on the rising ground to the ivestward. It was knoTAn as the 
Lorrain Battery, because the ruen of that regiment had con¬ 
structed it. At the same time their mortars^ which they had 
hidged behUid the grand battery ne&r the sea kno>vn as LaUy's 
Battery, came into full play* throwing thek shells in volleys 
all together. Tlie guns were soon silenced, but the mortars 
continued thek fire the whole day* Fort St. Ceorge writes i; 

to Fort William: ’ I 

" The 6"^ they open'd their BalLeries against the Fort. EUid ever 
since we have had a coatmual Fire bolh of Shot and Shells which have 
laid almost the whole Town in Ruins, disabled Pieces of Cannon 
and three Morlars, hut have not had Ihe Eflcct of destroying oiir 
Defences : The Enemy have nevcrlhclcss advanced tlieir Trenches j 

quite up to the Crest of the Glads where they are now making ii 
Battery in Breach ; Our situation is therefore execedingty CrttlcRj." ^ ^ 

Neither the resolution of Pigot lUtd Lawrence, ni>r the 
dash and gallantry of Brercton, nor the s^pirit of the garrisoTi i 

was dljoimslied* Fort St. George adds i 

*' Under all these Discouragemeuts we have the pleasure lo see 
the whole GarrlEon do their Duty with the utmost Cliearfillness aod 
Spirit. Our Loss to this time is much less than might have been 
expected from so long a Siege, and su warm a Fire as we have sus¬ 
tained, especially as we are not provided with any Bomh Proof Lodg¬ 
ments except that which we have made an Hospital. We doubt 
not our Men will preserve the same spirit to the last Extremity, and 
if the Place Ehould at length he reduc'd we Hatter ourselves it will ^ 

be so dear a Purchase to the Enemy as will put it out of their Power 
to undertake any thing against the other Presidendes/' 

The prospect soon grew brighter* The giarrisrm had been 
anxiously expecting the rcmforcemcnts which they Imct heard 
Adnikal Pocock was sending them. On January 30 a sail, ' 

* From the Select Comiuhtcc of Fori St, Georg? to the lionble. Rotjert 
Ctive, .. mid Ule GeuUemen of the Select Committee at Fat* I WLLUani dated 
'i&th Januhry^ 1730, 
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which had been ip sight to the southvrard all day, crajne into 
the road towards the evening under English colours and proved 
to be the Shaftesburtf, East Indiaman.^ She had parted with 
the rest of the fleet, bringing Draper's regiment from Bombay, 
off Calle. January T.* The Shaftesbury being the wor^t sailer, 
had been made a hospital ship^ and she expected to find the 
fleet at Madras, but 

" a luckier vein of wind and current braugbl her to her port before 
tliem. T?it sick, who were 36 men of the regiment, only added to 
Hie distress of the garrison v but she had on hoard 37 chesty of silver, 
and tnaiiy mJ]ltar>' stores, amongst lliem, hand-grenades, iind bombs 
of the largest si^e^, of which the gfirrisoii was much Jn need, having 
nearly expended Ihclr stock of these articles/' ■ 

The next day the enemy opened a battery consisting of 
four pieces of cannon. 


bat after three or four hours were obliged by the superior lire of the 
Fort to close their Brnbrazitres again—the same thing happened for 
five days snccessiyely, after wkich they abandoned it entirely, and 
began to fire again from thdr first grand battery four bimdred & 
fifty yards distant—By y* accounts of DJsaslers their loss of officers 
4 men in their advanced Battery was very considerable^ and they 
had several pieces of Cannon disabled/'^ ■ 


\misittaiii in q letter to Clive sta-tes that for six mornings 
they opened this battery at daybreak and were obliged in 
an hour or two to shut up their embrasures 


At the End of six days they gave it up, and at the same time I 
believe gave up idl hopes of Success ; true they bad open'd a 
narTOTv Passage through the couiilcrscarp of the Ditch by a Mine, 
and had beat down so much Clay from the Face of the Demi Bastion 
Uial there was a Slope which a Nimble Man might run op and tbat 
is what Mr, LalJy calls a Breach, but his People WTte wiser than he 
if he propos'd to assault It and they refus'd.'^ ^ 


^ Camliridge: p, 1^3 j Orme* Vol, IL, p, 425, 

1 ^ Ihe sdnic month arrived the Sfiaftisksnj 709. iSOS, HBl, 

Draper 8 HcglmenL'' Lvlter from Uie Prefiiileat and Connell 
175fl Vmis^Msi" ^ ^ CoumiltteE of Fort WnUam^ated 16 Feb. 

’Ornic, VoL M,* pp, 420, 

* Sri-DCt Cenmuttee Fort St, George Id Fort William, 16tlj Feb,, 175& 
^YajuitEaft to Oiv*, i^ated 2nd M^irch, 1759, 
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^^Lally did propose to a&sault and ke offered to lead, but 
the officers declared it was impTaeticable, Tt would have been 
Well for the brave LaHy If he Itad met a soldier's death leading 
hi^ men up that slope. ^ 

The weight of tJie siqje fell on Lally hinif^lf^ The Pondi^ 
cherry Govermnent rendered hlui no -assustancCf his officers 
were in xll-hixmourj his teldiers were clamorous for pay long 
duCj his sepoys were deserting in large numbers, his provisions 
had come almost to an entL An event now promised further 
iU, A red flag was seen on the Mount. It wus the signal that 
Yumf Khan had returned- The Select Oomnuttee resolved 
on February 5 

that Captain Vftgserot, wlLii a party of the troops, shoaliJ endeavour 
to push by Ihe enemy's guards . . . and join tJsoff Cawn on Itie 
Mount and tliat eadi Man should carry a Bag of pagodas. Accord¬ 
ingly, in the Evening after Dusk, Captain Vasicrot with ten of the 
Troops (each carrying One thousand Pago<las divided into four porccdls 
of 250, one tyed on each side the Pummel and one on each Side 
behind). One Hussar who DEserled from the Enemy in the 
begiuning of the Siege, and the Govemours head Horsekeeper (a 
Mallahar)^ went out across the New Bridge ^ and as for as the Forde 
of the River at Chlndadrc Feltah , , and about ten o Oock at f* 

Ni|^t We had the pleasure to observe a large Fire and 4 Bockets 
at the Moontp the Sigiial of the parlys being safe arrived there/' 

Two days after. Major Caillaud, who had been sent back , 

to Tanjore on December I to obtain recruits, arrived at the 
Mount with about 400 hotiJe and three companies of eepoys. 
jks senior officer he assumed command of all the troops. LaJly 
realised that the presence of a British force at the Mount would 
deprive him of all chance of ubtaining supplies. He sent a 
strong force consisting of 600 European mfautr}'' and 1,200 
sepoys, 000 European cavalry and 500 black horse with 8 Jicld- 
pieces to attack the Mount. Tlie ivhole was commanded by 
a relation of Mr. Lully’s, of the same name, and wdth the rank 
of colonel.” * On the moramg of the 9th the French were 

iTbis VValajflh Britlge- 

»OTiiiq> Vot iLi p. 443. " BflgjaOEer LaJiy. Cuiuin to Uit GrurroJ, zqju- 
the detflcbmfiot which attacked me al ihn MouaL The Geaerni blin- 
sdJ tFfli net there, but U has been sujd he wius. The hearing the sume uome 
BTCf^iints tinlujidly for rack a repart ptevaUing,"^—Letter aoiu J+ CoUIitud to 
Hr Omiep 28Ui Jane, 1778. 
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approaching the Mount. Cnillnud liad drawn np his 
cavalry^ wlucU wus entirely Indian, in front of the garden 
walla of the country houscfi built by the Ei^tish at the foot 
of the bill. When the French came in view the whole of 
CaiUaud^s cavalry ^ set off acampering, shoutiJig and flourishing 
their sabres.” The French cavalry rode forward to meet 
them at a round trot,^ but halting suddenly the first rank 
discharged their carbines. 

” Only the front rank fired," wrote Cailland to Orme, " their halt 
was moineataiyj the flight of our Bnhauders not less in.^tantaneoiis 
on receipt of the fire. 1 saw them go, turned my horse to the left* 
clapped spurs to him to gain the first post of Infantry- He galloped 
with me about an hundred yards, when I felt him staggering under 
me, on which I threw myself off, saw he was shot full In the breast. 
There 1 left Mm, and made the best of niy way to the hr&t post of 
Sepoys, that was aboul two hundred yards olT. in BourcMer's Garden/' 

The Freitcli cavalry vigorously pursued the fugitives up 
u lane that separated the two rows of houses, hut the enclo¬ 
sures and hedges on each side of it were fiited with sepoys 
whose brisk fire caused them rapidly to rejoin their comrades- 
The French guns now opened a brisk and indiscriminate fire 
OB the garden veall and on tlvt British advanced post, a sjuidl 
brick building kinuvn as “ the Swamy House/' as It had once 
contained a "'swauiy” or idoL^ Caillaud posted in it *20 
Europeans, 300 sepoys and 2 field-pieces. The French made 
repeated attacks to take it# but were repulsed. About II a.m* 
the sjnaU garrison, elated by their success, rushed out to make 
a counter-attack. The French cavalry attacked them before 
they itad time to form, scattered them# and tut down many 
as they (led back to- the Swamy House. The enemy now 
advanced their field-pieces and renewed the hoinbardment 
w-ith greater vigour. As the garden walls were slight and 

* fjmifl. Voi. IL, p, 4ra, 

■" And abauL 2UO yarrts out an the plain to the MUlh, directly appaiUe 
tfi Carvaltio% Aiaad the of five or six nmil liouses, with 3 ¥*viirql ireta stir- 
rouaLfiug a miall brli^ hufldiag. 'n-Mcli liHil duct dCEntalned b ^niny* orlilfiL" — 
Dni 3 €#VoL iL,p. 441, At an early d^lc tlm British bt^au to ad\ an idol-trniple 
or pagoda n Swnmy Houses" Tfad British soldiEr coorupt^ this iato " Sammy 
House-" The Samaiy Houje'* or old temple on tfao tJope of ll]r rid go at 
Delhi will bo remomberod by Eii(;li$hinpn ni lujijt aa Uity re-vcrmce deedTk of 
YBluar.—■" A History of Uic Indian Slutiny/'^ by G, W. FoirosL, YoL I., p. 100. 
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atfbrded but little protection, “ the Sepoys took shelter within 
the bouses ready to nian t}\c on 0 , (closer attack/* But 

the enemy never made a closer attacks In the afternoon 
their cannonade hegsin to diminisli, at stuisct it ceasetl totally* 
and it virs^ soon known that the Freneb were moving away 
their artillen% They had abandoned the attack, for fear 
of ruining their own guns '* by prolonging the cannonade. 

Caillaud liad just before received information that the 
musket annnunition was expended to ^ix cartridges a mant 
and only three balls^ besides the grape-shot* left for each of 
the field-pieces; so that no retreat could have been made, if 
pressed by the enemy in the open plain/* At 8 r.si+ Caillaud 
marched away with all that renmined of his force, in silence, 
far fear of the enemy's cavalry, and left fires to deceive 
them/’ Before the break of day he reached Vandelur* and 
continuing his march, arrived at Chingleput before noon. 

Tliat the sanguine Lally thoroughly discouraged by 
the failure of the attack on the Mount is certain from a letter 
which he dispatched to De Leyrit at Fondicherry on February 
14-* It was intcreepted by Caillaud and immediately forw-arded 
to Madras. The letter showed that Lally was now seriously 
intending to abandon the siege, and that he was “taking my 
measures from this day to set fire to tlie Black Town and 
blow uji the powder-mills/* According to his wont, LuUy 
freely dealt out his mvectives. He told De Leyrit: 

I renounce (as I infonned you a month ago I would do) meddling 
directly or Lndirectly with anything whatever that may have relaiion 
to your admlhlstrfltion whether civil or millLary. For J had rather 
go and cominaiid the Uanres ol Srladagii^car than remain In this 
Sodom ; W'hlcli it is Impoasihle hut ibe lire ol the English musl destroy 
sooner or later^ even though that of He oven should noL^^ 

Lally, however* had nut time to carry out his intention of 
burning the Black Towm. Tw‘o days only had passed since he 
wrote Ws letter tn De Leyrit informing him that he intended 
to abandon the siege when the fate of the operatinn was de¬ 
cided. On February' 16, jiiiit after sunset, six were 

seen from tlic ramparts sonie miles to northw^ard^ They w'ere 
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martoeuvririg to get the iireoze which woidtl bring them Ux 
They came tm slowly. 

" As seen as it grew darkt ttirec Lights were hoisted at the Flag 
Stall as a mark for the Ships to come by. Aboat Eight o^Glock at 
Night the SLs Ships ADcbored in the Hoad, and to tlic great Joy of 
the Garrison proved to be His Majeslys Ship Qiieen^roagiu Capt. 
Kempenfelt, and the Companys Ffigale Rentng^, with the T/^&oi-p, 
Wuhchelsea^ Ptina of Wales^ and Bnianniu, bavtng on board Six 
Companies of Colonel Drapers Regidient. ^tr. Fybus, one of tbc 
Council, went 0 IT with fl Letter from the Govern our to Capt, KempenfeU 
to Complittient him on his arrival, and lo desire lum to land as many 
of the SoldJ^fra as he can to Night ; and Colonel Draper wrote oil io 
Major Mon son to the same efiect, it being apprehended that, if Mr. 
LalJy does intend to make any push, he will do it this night before 
our SuLWnrs can come lo our Assistance, All the Garrison, The 
Company's Servants, and Inhabitants were therefore ordered under 
Arms, and continued so Lhe whole Night at their several iVlann Pasts, 
and about two Companys were landed from the ships in the Night- 
A Constant Ore was kept upon the Enemys Trenches* which they 
some limes rctnmedp and threw a few' SheUs in the bcglimlng of the 
Night* but none after Eleven o Qcick. About Midnight three deserters 
came in separately irom St^ Thome, and report that the French 
entirely abandoned that Place . , * ; that their out Posts have 
been ordered to Join at the Pow^iier MQJ, and that the Enemy intend 
to raise the Siege and marnh oil before day break-” 

Tlie report of the destertera proved true. 

Febmaiy l7th—About three in the morning the enemy set fire 
to several large piles of wood in the rear of their guard batiery, and 
as soon as the day broke it appeared that the enemy had abandoned 
their trenches and hattetys, and were retreatingi and about nine 
o'clock in the morning they blew up the powder mih at Egmore^ 

Id the enemy's hospital were found -14 sick and wounded soldiers 
without one person to attend therUn Mr. LaUy^s sudden march may 
account for his leaving these people behind, but nothing can Justify 
ahaudoning them without leaving a line to recDimiiond them to our 
care, 'they, however, found humanity in their enemy- which was 
denied them by their General; immediate orders were given that 
the same care should he taken of them as of our own people, nnd I he 
greatest part have since recovered. The enemy's precipitate retreat 
pres^ented the destruction of the BlaekTown^ w'hleh W'as fully intended* 
as appears by Mr^ l.ally^s letter of the 14th Februaiy, The houses 
In general have sutTered, notwiths Laud lug, considerahJe damage, os 
well by the loss of donrit, windows, whkli were useful Lo the enemy, 
as by OUT shot and slieUs. The Cutnpaiiy's garden house and the 
houses beloDging to the European Inhabitants in the environs and at 
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thp Mount have iuffered a severife fate ; aU of item are greatly 
fiamaged ; some have only the walls left and nothing but want of 
tirne prevented the total demolition of ev«ry one/* 

So ended the siege of Madra^^ one of the most dramatic 
incidents in the history of British dominion in India. The 
success of the defence due to the wise leadti-ship of Pigot 
and Stringer Lawrence, to the patience^ enditrancet and stub¬ 
born valour of the garrisonp to the far sight of William Pitt, 
who sent at a critical moment reinforcements to the East^ 
and to the splendid counter-stroke of Clhre wliich kept in 
the Deccan a large force which would otherwise have joined 
Lally. Ihiring the siege Clive received many urgent appeals 
from Madras for men aud munitions. But he had not got 
them. tVhen Fordc's expedition sailed* only 2S0 Europeans, 
and those the very scum of the men,” remained for the 
defence of Fort VV illmm. But though he urgently needed 
them luTuself, Clive sent dq nil reinforeemerits reaching Cal¬ 
cutta to Madras. He wrote on Deccmhei: 2C, 175S; 

" The dptoclunciit of Kingfs treops the will return In 

Ihe same s|Up, which will sail in a few days for Madras. Not a man 
shall ha kept^ but you may depend upon every assistance in our 
power ; and If you can but give M. LnUy one bluw In the Held he is 
ruined^ You may draw upon us for whol modey you chcHose : wc 
have twenty lacs of rupees In the treasury, bni no bnllloD i the gold 
in the Womn wHl be sent you. The Warren and Caddatore sloops 
will be loflikd with proviaious/^ 

The Goveriiinent of Madras pestered Clive with requests 
tluit Fo^de^s dctadiment shoiild be scut to their aid, imt 
CJive wfdi convinced that Lally could not take Madras as long 
JLS it was well supplied with provisions and money, and he 
firmly refused to yield to their request. Clive’s action was 
determined by a w'ide vieiv both of the nulitaty and political 
situation, and it was crowned with tlie mo^t cojnplete success. 

After his victory at Condore, Forde was anxious to advance 
from Hajflimiundry and take possession of Masulipatani, But 
Forde was in want of money, and Ms ally Anuiida Rm, waiting 
to see the rejiult of the siege of Madras, evaded the payment 
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to wluch he had bouiui himself by express stipulation. A 
great deal of important time was lost before Forde was able 
to again pnt his force in motion. On January *i3 he wrote 
to Clive ; 

“ For want of money I have lost a Glorious opportunity of Destroy- 
iDg the French in those parts. They he&tn now to recover a ULlle 
from their consternation and are venturing out of Masulipatam wUn 
a few men and Some Gnns to gather in the rents. The Marquis Ub 
C onllans Is still continued in the Command, but whether he will try 
the other hout or not time will shew. He is determined not to be 
taken Prisoner, unless by a Greyhound, for he Supped at Rajamindiy 
the night of the Engagement, which is at least Ally miles from I he 
Aeld of action." ^ 

Three days after Forde’» force moved from Peddipore, and 
on February B occupied Elore, “ otherwise called Yalore,” 
nearly fifty miles north of MasulrpataiiL. It was a large town, 
the capital of a district of the same name, one of the four 
ceded to the French. The large fort in the centre of the city 
used to be garrisoned mainly by native troops, but Condans 
had removed them on his way to Mosulipatnm, where be in* 
tended to make his final stand. The long delay of the English 
in following up their victory at Condore, due to the liesitation 
of their ally, liad inspired Conflans with a little resolution. 
He now organised a body of 200 Europeans w'ith four field- 
pieces and 2,000 sepoys under the conmiand of M. du ‘Rocher, 
“ which be called his army of observation, but they did not 
venture witliin leas than thirty miles of Elore, and kept moving 
to tlic West of Masulipatam collecting or extorting tributes,"' 
Ananda Roa, who was also busy in extorting tributes, did 
not iimke his appearance. Forde, while waiting for him, sent 
Captain Knox with a battalion of sepoys to take posses-siun 
of the French factor)' at Narsapur ‘ twenty miles to the south¬ 
east of Elore. On Ute Zemimlar of the district joining Knox, 
tlie French troops evacuated it. Knox, leaving a few men 
with the Zemindar's officials to hold it, returned to Elore. 
On the IStb the Hajah arrived yvith all his troops, " and the 

^ Lelter froni I-’VhjicU Fuirdc Iti “ CoUPUfil ClfcFicL.'" Fowls MSS. 
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next day the Zemindar of Sarsipore with 1500 foot (umed 
in the fashion of the country/* AnfUida Itaz adyanced more 
pretexts for delay* and it >vas Jlarch 1 before Forde could 
make a fresh .start* On the 7th he reached Masulipatami 
and the foLlowlng day he wrote to the TMadraa Govermneiit 
PLS follows : 

Oex’n.KMEN,—Yesterday I arrived here invested the Town^ 
and as soon as I gel my hea^ry ArUllery asliore fiom the HardwieJe 
shall form the siege, sJrice my Arrival here, have bad the agreeable 
news (by a Letter from Mr Andrew^:) of the French having raised the 
Siege of Fort St, George hut no PortlcidarSx 1 heATtlly coagralulatE 
ynu on this evenly by whieh you have stopped the progress of our 
Enemy's and gained immortal honour to yourselves, l^y my last 
Orders from Bengal I am to march to your Presidency so soon as 
the French are drove out of these parts, t have tecelvird a letter from 
Sola hat Jung in a very pompous stile full of praises of himself an<i 
his Army and a great many high flown expressions, hut not a single 
word whether he is coming as a friend, or an Enemy, ten days ago 
he was forty corse on this side Hyderabad, I shall send an Embassy 
to him when he comes within four or Qve days march of this Place, 
I send I,ctters from him to Mf Pigot by this Hireara^ if you think 
proper to send two hundred men to my Assistance the business Here 
will be sootier done, and nothing can then Impede my marching to 
your Presidency. 

Gutp BETduf Mazuutfataw I have the honour to be 

Sth MarcA 1759, CenUemen 

Yopr most obedient and most humble Servant 

FitAxcis Fohde.^ 

The old fort of Masulipatam, w'licre the English first begmi 
tbeir adventurous journey on the Cofonmndel Coast, was 
situuted ou the j^outh ^^ide a mile and a half from the sea, and 
it ^vas siiTruiiniLled on the three land sides by a morass or 
sw'amp of great extent from three to eighteen feet deep. The 
defences, which the French liud modernised and improved, 
consisted on the three land sides, west, northp and east, of 
eleven bastions of various sizes and shapes, connected by 
long curtains* Around the whole was a ledge of pointed 
stakes and a wet ditch, but no glacis. The walls as high as 
the parapet, like the walls of many Indian forts, were of mud, 

^ Sclcctltips from ihr Lctlm, Dt!jp&lch(&ji, and other Slatf Papers presEn^etJ 
in the Madron l5ecr?tAri£Ll (Cllvr -SErieOi ctlltcd George Forrest, CrLE. 
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faced Avith brick. The front to the south along the sound 
from the bastion called St. Michael, in the south-wst angle, 
to the opposite bastion in the south-east angle named the 
Fran^fois Bastion, had no wnll*^ The front facing the east, 
from the Francois Bastion to the Cameleon Bastion in the 
north-east angle, had a \rotk in the form of a denii-iune 
called the Dutch Bastion and the St. John Bastion, The 
front to the north had a small gateway and the churchyard 
lit tlu? nortli-wehi corner. The bastion next to the north- 
west, facing almost west, fronted a broad causeway 2,000 
yards in length which led to the pettah or native town. In 
this bastion was the gateway, and from it ran a narrow road 
carried on a causeway across the morass to the town, situated 
about a mile and a half to the north-west of the fort on a 
spot of rising ground- “About 120 yards of this causeway, 
nearest to the fort, was formed into a long caponmire, ivhicb 
terminated in a mvclin or flSehe, tlic faces and short flanks 
of which, as ivell as the sides of the capomuiie, were further 
stfcngthentd by Ot ditch aU touikL” ® 

Contlam had occupied a strong position near tlic towu. 
which ha might have easily defended with his superior force, 
but on the approsuih of th^ English he retired into the fort. 
The troops of Anamln ojid of the Zemmdnr of ^arsapur 
encamped near the town. They were useful in preventij^ 
communication with the interior, but a regular attack from 
the hmd sides was not pa^ihlc, on account of the morass 
and the limited means at Forde’s disposal. He had to keep 
in touch with the H^tdwicke and two sloops in the roads which 
liad on board his stores and heavy artillery^ Along the sea¬ 
shore were some sand-hilk about 800 ytaxds fro^n the easiero 
face of the fort, and separated from it by a branch of the 
efituary running northward. Among these sand-hills Forde 
determined to plant three batteries. The south battery^ close 
to the estuary and near a village^ bombuided tlie Frati^-ois 


I OtmSj Vt>L Iti 479. " Orme'ii acctmut of the talking ot M^ulipulaiu 
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and Dutch Bastions. The northern fired on the GamcJeon^ 
and the centre bastion upon the Bastion St. Jean. To land 
the siege guns and drag them across the loose sand to their 
respective positions was a long and tedious task* Mean- 
whilej Forde*3 situation became more embarrassing* On 
March 19 he wrote to the liladras GoTermnent: 

I nin madi distressed for moucy, the Gentlemen of Bengal say 
llicy wlU send me two lack of Rupees an the IVorreJi but as the winds 
arc now Contniry she may nol arrive tills month or two, 1 ani therefore 
to request you will send me a lack of Rupees with all possible dispatch. 
1 Sihou'd not be so pressing but the isafety of our AfTairs in these parts 
depends upon a speedy supply* I now owe thirty Uioiisaiid Rupees 
to the Seapoys, and twentj" thousand prize money which I made use 
of for the subsistence of the troops, find this month will probably 
expire before I get any money. Yesterday there was a general mutiny 
among the Europcan^p they aU Lumed oot with their Arm^t ^md with 
great dJOiculty 1 cou'd prevail on tbeni to return to their Tents and 
send one or two of their bum her to let me know the cause of tlitir 
behaving in such a lUaiuiEr ; their Deputies dedared to me that the 
whole were resolved not to march against Mazuiipnlam, until they 
received their prize money, and that in case the town was taken they 
insisted on the whole Booty being divided without reserving half 
for the Benefit of the Compatiy; as to the first Article 1 pramised 
to pay them out of the first money I received and as to the second 
I told them I cou'd not dispense witli a positive order of my Supprlours^ 
but that I wou'd keep the Compauy^s hail in niy bands until 1 received 
further orders on Hint head and promised to represent the hardship 
they complained of to the Go\^ and Counefl of Bengal' this 1ms 
pacified them for a lime, but if money does not arrive soon they may 
perhaps he as good as Lliclr words,"' 

Tiui Tnen returned to their duty ivith their usual ardour, 
says Ortne^ The batterie:}^ were, how'erver^ not completed till 
March 25. Tvro dii.ys after grave news reached Forde. 
Me luid known ior aome days that Salubat Jang 'Svas 
mnrehing this way to join the French^'' and be now beard that 
the viceroy *- with a Urge army of Seapoys and Marattas Imd 
got within 20 corse [forty miles] of us and wa ^5 there joined 
by the French army of observation consisting of 200 Euro^ 
peajui and 2,000 Seapoys.’* ^ Forde met the danger wdth 
the boldness and promptness of a soldier, ** If 1 

^ Jitter Irom Frimcis Forde to Coload OIvb, Jtme joih, 175^^. 
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atteniipted to retreat,” he wtites to Clive, ‘ they would, have 
fallen on my rear, and no doubt when joined by the Garrison 
of Mosuhpatani wou’d have overpowered me, therefore on 
Weighing tlie circumstiinces I thought it better to mahe an 
attempt on the to\yn before they came too near to me,” ft 
was, as he ^ted, “ a bold stroke.” 

The English batteries had kept up an uninterrupted fire 
from the day they opened. On the evening of April 6, the 
same tiay that Forde heard of the near approach of Salabat 
Jang and Rochcr, the artillery officers reported tlmt tee 
was no more than two days’ ammunition left for the service 
of the batteries.1 But Forde’s calmness and judgment did 
not fail him. He ordered the guns to fire more briskly through 
the next day and all the troops to be under arms at ten the 
following night. All during the 7th the batteries played 
hotly upon the three bastions. The brick fell off, the mud 
crumbled away, and practical breaches were opened. The 
chief fire Was directed against the Cajudenn,* for Forde de* 
cidcil that the main and real attack should be against that 
b&stion and two femts—one by the Rajah s troops, who were 
to advance along the causeway and skirmish against the 
ravelin; the other between the St. Michael Bastion in the 
south-West angle resting on the sound, and the one to the 
north of it on the .south-west front called the Salina. Between 
these two bastions there was no ditch, but only a muddy 
swamp. Yorke was told by a native servant, who had form- 
erly lived at Masulipatam, that he had often seen men walking 
across this swamp. On the night of the 6th Captain Yorke 
and Knox went out at midnight, "covered properly to 
resemble black men naked, and entered the quagmire, which 
they passed half over, and found it not above knee deep, but 
the mud very tenacious.” They returned undiscovered, and 
Forde, on hearing their report, settled that Captain h.nox 


^ OnnOf VaL U., 483, , a # i 
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with his own (1st) battalion and n detail of Madras sepoys, 
altogether some 700 in nimiber, should make an attack in 
this quarter at the same time as the main assault. The 
European battalion, a small body of bay one ta, reinforced 
with 30 sailors from the Hardwickc and the artillery men 30 
in nnmbcTi together with half the sepoys, about 700 nien^ w*ere 
allotted for the main attack*^ The storming jsarty was dmcled 
into three divisions—the first composed of the Europeari 
and Native grenadiers under Captain Fischer with the 30 
gunners; the second, consisting of the other four companies 
of the European battalion and the sailors under Captain Yorke ; 
and the third, of the remainder of the f^epoys under Captain 
Maclean. 

On the night of the 7th the whole camp w'aj^ under arms 
at the appointed time^ When everything was ready^^' says 
Forde, I asked where Captain Callender (who w^as to lead 
the first division of Europeans) and sent the Adjutant 

to his tent to look for hijUt but not finding liim, we marched 
to the place appointed where we were to be joined by the 
Battery guards/^ They ""remained at the rendjKfi vous about 
an honr/^ w'aiting till the false attack, which was to be made 
by KnoTE at 1 o^elnck, began.* At that hour the assaulting 
coHmm “ marched as fast as we could up to the middle in mud 
and water/' ® As they struggled through the morasii they 
were joined by the gunners^ who did not quit the batteries 
until the last momenta The ditch was erossech the leading 
division commanded by Fischer Was approaching, when they 
were discovered by the cnemy^ who gathered in the breach 
and began to fire as well from their fla nking cannon as tlieir 
musketry. The fire, how'ever, only encreased the ardour 
of the assailants/' The shots told heavily on them, but 

* BrdMMpe, p. 234. Onna mUeai TbcLr ’who^e niimljEr yvsiE Etiroinearif 

rank nnd (dfl; Uic Sepuys smiDUhtcd Ld 14W0; of wbJdi the other haJI wwe 
aLLolted to Uir falac ^tUfk to be by Kitdi.*'—Orme, A'oL J| n -ihj 

■ Letter Irom Oolonel Fwtl* to ColanBl Qiye> Ma&uUiidt^, June IflUi 
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heedless of those who fell, they haeVecl awtiy at the stro^ 
palisades while Yorke kept up a brisk fire against the norUi 
flank and north-east face of St, John's Bastion^ on the left 
and Captain Maclean's division of Sepoys on the Little Late 
Bastion to the right of the Gamelcon, Gradually a passage 
was cleared, and the British soldiers rushed np the breach 
in the Camckon. “ Of the foremost several were killed, but 
more crowding on, in about ten minutes footing was gamed. 
Yorke’s division at once followed up the breach ^btere 
the bastion. The Camelcon seciured, Fischer's division marched 
along the rampart to the right® towards the Little Gate Bastion 
with a view to secure the northern face of the fort. Cap lun 
Moran at the head of his division discovered a light field- 
piece with its ammunition on the bastion. He proposed to 
Yorke to turn it towards the left to sweep the rampart along 
the cast face. Yorke adopted the sugg^tion and ordered 
some of the artillerymen that were with him to turn the gun 
towards the east face and open fire. When a number of 
sepoys of Maclean’s division, sufficient to hold the bastion, 
had come up the breach, he determined to foUow in the same 
direction. Just as be was on the point of starting, lie saiv 
below a body of French sepoys advancing up the road ^tween 
the rampart and the buildings in the body of the fort, Y orke 
ijumediatclv rim down, and seizing the French officer at tl^ 
head of the Sepoys, bid him order them to lay down their 
arms and surrender; which they obeyed with little reluct¬ 
ance, and were sent up to the bastion,” ® Yorke, finding 
the road brooder than the line of the rampart and free from 
interruption, brought his men down from the bastion and 
mareUed towards the St. Jean Bastion, while tlie field-piece 
kept the line of the rampart clear by a continuous fire. On 
reaching the gorge of the St, Jean, the guard of the bastiou, 
consisting of “ 20 Europeans and more Sepoys, fired down, 


» 0™e mSu Lbe error dE 'irrlUng “ Sn Jolin'i ™ 
ttie imidl sale on Uw left." It HioiJd lx *' SI. John's on Wl ami Ih* LUUe 
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which killed several imd wounded luore. And then ijuiiicdlately 
cried out that they would snirrendcr. Tlie return of their 
fire sitAied, their arms were gathered, luid they were eon- 
ducted by a party to the Catoeleon-” Yorke now pushed on 
to the Dutch Bastion^ “ where the tiuemy hehavec! in the i^ame 
manner as on St, Jean's and were treated with the same ill- 
timed lenity iiy me.” ^ Yorke was anxious to push forward 
to the Fraa^b^ and by taking it obtain comptete possession 
of the eastern front* But his division had been considerably 
dimimshed in number, darkness had begun to falh and many 
showed much less willingness to go oiu fur darkness covers 
shame/" They, however, yielded tu the exhortatious of 
Yorke s hut they had not gone many steps wljEn tliey enme 
to a small brick building ciosc to the rampart* It was an 
“ cx|n:Ji&e nmgazinep” ^ Some of the soldiers went inside, and 
one of ihelm tin seeing the pnwder iiarrets> cried ** A mine 1 ” 
Terror scdsfid them* Tlie line instantly ran back like a flock 
of sheep towards the St, Jean Bastion,* The olfleers^ vainly 
exhorting and entreating* were home along with theiTL Yorke, 
nuirehing at their head, was left alone vrith only two drummers^ 
who were blaek boya, atid l>tatLng the grenadiers’ march, 
which they continued, but in vain* for none rejoined.” ^ Yorke 
went back and found his men In confusion near St. Jean's 
Bastion,* from whence,” says Yorke, ” 1 led them on several 
times, sometimes by threats and sometimes by exhortations/* 
Meanwldlc* the oflieer commanding the Francois Bnstian 
had brought down a gun loaded with grape and pointed it 
up the roatL Wlien Yorke made hb last desperate advance,* 
with do or fO volunteers, old soldiers of his own regiment 

^ Vdffkfr't 
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the 39th,i the French waited tiU the head of the Une approached 
within a few vards and then they li«d. killing several and 
wounding sbrt^. Captain Yorke fell with a ball through 
each of his thighs, and each of the black drummers was killed 
dead at hb side.” Yotke was carried to the Camclcon, and 
*' the whole of my Diyision,” he says. ” retreated . . . raeept 
those who hod been posted on the St. Jean's and Dutch 
“Then indeed they crowded into it and wou d 
liave gone out at the breach had not the oHicers kept them 
back by the points of their swords." * The guards at the 
St. Jean's and Dutch Bastions kept their posts until the firing 

ceased on all sides.* . 

Captain Fiseber, meanwhile, with the 1st Dmaion bad 
been engaged in clearing the northern and western fronts. 
.Advancing along the ramparts from the Cameleon, he drove 
the guards from the two bastions on the northern side, and 
thin, moving down the western face, he reached tl^ Great 
Gateway Ba.stion near the causeway. Here the majority of 
the garrison joined the guard and the principal resistance was 
made. The bastion was cleared, the gate Iwlow secured, and 
the troops, who were defending the ravelin against the Rajah’s 
attack, prevented from retummg to the fort, tischer then 
pushed on to the next bastion, the Pettah. from which a few 
dropping shots were fired as they moved forward. During 
the advance Captain Callender suddenly appeared and wa.s 
sliot dead on the spot “ But how h* got there the Lord 
Almighty knows, for not a man in our army ever saw him from 
ten o'clock the evening before till about a minute before he 
was kill'd, and then he was seen only by Fbehcr and Stebbert* 
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Callender's servant asked where bis master Imd been the 
previous night. He said: “He was in his tent when the 
firing began and as swin as he heard it he bounc’d up and 
ran towards the town*” Some of his particular friend.^ said 
that for some days before he always declared he would be 
killed hi the assault. Soon after the death of Callender Fiseber 
received a message fi-om Forde ordering him to cease fir mg, 
as Confians had surrendered- 

Forde had remained on the Camdeon with the reserves, 
and directed operations on the right and left:. Conflans during 
the attack remained in the arsenal^ “ a strong stone building, 
part of it bomb proof, and where he kept the Grenadier Com¬ 
pany and other troops for his own protection during the whole 
line of attack.” ^ The main assault on the eastern front took 
him by surprise, and he sent eontradictary orders when the 
report reached him of the fall of a ba&thm. At the moment 
when Vorke’^s men were seized with panic he despatched an 
officer to the English commander otfering to capitulate on 
honatirablc terms* Forde insisted on unconditional surrender. 
All resistance must cease immediately, and the whole garrison 
must assemble at the parade under the bastion of the great 
gateway to surrender their arms* At two in the morniiig, 
** whilst it was dorlt, but with the proper precautions taken by 
the English troops to prevent treachery and surprise^” ^ the 
French troops laid down their arms, and the next morning the 
British flag was hoisted on the ramparts of MastiUpatam- Tho 
following is Forde's own terse account of a daring feat of arms : 

To Tub I1on*bi.f GaonaE PiaoT, Si. Council of Port 

St, Georos. 

Gentlemiin, —On the Night between Ihe 7^ and Instant i 
attacked Mazullpatam and after a very sharp conflict had the good 
forlunc to get possession of It. I have taken near five hundred 
European Prisoners^ One hundred of whicli ai^ Officers Ovilions 
^ Ship People, the remalmler are Soldiers, my whole force consisted 
qi three hundred and Ilf teen rank and fije^ thirty ol which were Valim- 

progr«$ of Fischer's attack I* part cerloln^ port canjeelttrc. It Is cettain that 
the principiii rvsalfttaiice was ruBiJc al the bastion of the great ChUcnder 

by aoemiU was kUlcd hy the last shat iifter that bastion was secured/' 
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teer Seamen belonslng to the fTordipicfe—twenty one of my people 
are killed and sixty wounded, one seaman killed and &ix wounded. 

I am of opinion this place shou'd he kept In our hands, as It is by far 
the strongest si Inal ion in India; my fit teen hundred Seapoys behaired 
very well, with one half of them I made a false attack & Joined the 
other wUh the Enropeans ot the real attack, they mounted the Ram¬ 
parts with the Europeans and behaved with great humanity after 
they had got in, I have lost great numbers of them both at the false 
and real attack. Captain Kallendar Is among the slain ns is Moodenheg 
my Commandatit of Scapoys. 

The aucjccHS of the expedition which CUve sent to the 
Carnatic was greater than even his daring and conuiianding 
genius could have foreseen. The military arid political actions 
w^ere carried out vdthoiit a failure, because Cliye chose the 
right man to do the work, and he did it with promptness, dating, 
and resolution. Eight days after Masulipatam fell, two French 
vessels appeared in the mad. They had on board 300 troops 
whom Lally had dispatched on bearing that the fort was 
besieged. On finding that it had been captured, they sailed 
away. The news of the capture of the fort greatly astonished 
and vexed Salabat Jang. He at once communicated with 
du Rochcr, and it yiras detemmied to advance and assist 
the reinforcement, which was daily expected. On April IS 
Fordo wrote: “ The French still make their party good with 
Salabat Jang, lie has sent his Moruttas before to block us up, 
marches after them himself with the French in the van.” 
Forde acted with his usual boldness and promptness. “ Half 
my people are employed in guarding the Prisoners in Mazuli- 
patam,” he u-rote; ” wnth the other half I shall keep out as 
long as I can, for if I unce retire into the Fort the men from 
the sliips will land immediately.” tVhen the ship? disappeared 
Salabat Jang, seeing that it was not possible to retake Masuli- 
pataiu, and losing all faith in the power of the French to 
render him aid in maintaining his throne against the ambition 
of his brother Nizam Ali, opened negotiations with Forde. 
On May 12, 1759,^ the treaty was concluded. It ceded to the 

i In tlie orIgliiaJ tlraJt of Uit tieaty sent to the Madras Government at tlso 
time wo " Dated Moon Himiiulan tlie tlcgrn 1172 which b Ui* 
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British by the first article the Northern Sircars, the rich terri¬ 
tory which had been assigned to Bussy for the payment of Ws 
troops ; and by the second article Salabat Jang bound himself 
to oblige the French troops to move to any place out of 
Deccan countrj- on the other side of the river Kishna. In 
future he will not suffer them to have a Settlement in this 
Country on any account whatever, nor keep them m his Ser¬ 
vice, nor assist them, nor call them to his Assedancev _ By 
his effective diversion in jntirehing against Arcot Clive dealt 
a heavy blow to French power in Southern India, and by 
creating a diversion in dispatching a force to the Northern 
Sircars be struck a fatal blow at French preponderance m the 
Deccan. 



CH*tP'rEH III 

IT'gg—XTSO ; TirE FOUNDATIONS OF EMPIUE 

On September 15. 1T5S. Clive wrote to Plgot; “if tUc next 
Ships bring n nomination of a President, I soon tatc 

mv depai^e for England; but if the news of Pla^is should 
prWaU upon the Mireetors to appoint me, I shall 
to continue.’' The news of Plassey did prevail on the Dir^ o . 
It was not till February, 1758, that they heard of t»f battle 
and the far-reaehing results of the victory. On March 8 they 
appemted Clive “ in consideration of his 

serv ices to be Sole President and Governor of Fort VM^am 

in ease it should suit Ids health to remam w India, Thc> 
added, “Colonel Clive as Governor is of course to be ad^ 
to the Select Committee appointed by our letter of tUe^ J 
November of which he is to be the chief and presiding inembw. 
The appointments were made and the orders 
three months before the resolution of the Council at Calcutta 
was passed appointing CUve Pressident. But i^nj 
pass^ before the orders reached Calcutta On ^^vemb^ 25 
Clive wrote to “ The Gentlemen of Council at I ort W dliam - 

I must UDW acmiiibit lb® ^ thought « 

from Fneland and ot coiiTBe a cessation of my aulhonly m Bengal 
wTld hav! admilted of my retemiOE to Europe a twelvemonili ago, 
but intestine tfimWe In the Country and the situation “ 

geneSTat deUed me till tbe arrl.-ai of the 

hv which Shins I find the Court of Directors have done (ue Ihejionor 

to appoint me to the Presidency of or'la 

maj'fcs of regiirtl and tsteem have indue d me 1, i^p Treaty 

months longer In India, by which 

with the Nabob will be fulfllled. the fortifieaUoiw In a state ql d^ence, 

Sd such a force arrived Iram England as may seenre to 

SJcJr valuable acquUitloas: these three objecU are 

always had much at heart, and il they can be compkated, I Haller 





iiS The Life of Lord Clive 

myseU the Court ol Olreptors will lliink 1 fcisive ai^Rwer*d Lhetr ex- 
pec I aLlotis^ and will approve of my retorning lo Europe^ to enjoy 
the IrtiJts of War i,vhidi has been carried on for npT^ard of eleven 
years almost without intcmiiseion/^ 

Od I^GComber ‘29 CHv^ wrote to liis father as follows : 

Hon^d Sib,"I have rec? your Letter of the 2^rd of March h 
V ou will find I am not likely to he at home so soon as you expected, 
the Enniest desire of the Court of Directors added to ihii persuasions 
of t he Gentlemen here have prevailed upon me to stay one year longCFi 
[ heg you wo? not be uneasy on this Account, fur you may be assur d 
HO consideration whatever shall induce me ia stay beyond Lb at 
time, and 1 have acquainted the Court of Directors with pneh my 
IntentionB. 

To give you aomo idea^ how much the geoeral opinion of India 
as well as of Enp(lund was agninst n GovernmeoL of four* 1 Inclose 
n letter address'd me many months before the abolishment of that 
form of Government was known hy all the Gentlemen of Council, by 
W'hicb you wtij observe I requested to accept ol this Governm* 
unaniJiiously, some Months l>cfore the News of my AppointmJ from 
Home reaeh*d Us* 

] am now projecting the min of the French in Golconda, for which 
piifpose I have sent Col! Ford with 500 Euruptians & 2000 Blacks to 
join a powerlnl prince now in Arms against them ^ my last Leiters 
advise of their Junction and that Ihft French were retreating before 
them—I expect more important News very soon. 

Be not uneasy at the loss of St, David (which was scandal¬ 
ously given up)! Motwithstondiiia this success the French are in 
a very bad way & will I hope he at the point of destruction 
by tlie latter end of next year ; wc have so totally extciqiated 
them out of Bengal that there is not one of them within GOO mile^ 
of Us, 

if you sho? have Occasion for a sum of Money to purchase Com- 
misstons for either of my Brothers or to answer any other purpose 
W'bich may he for their Advantage You will apply to my Attorneys 
who I desire may supply you accordlugly. 

1 cannot conclude this l^etter without desiring You wUl make 
use of flit your Interest that your Friend^, in Support of Mr+ 
Suillvitn, and if there ah? be Occasion to lay out any of my Many 
in India Stock lo effect my intentioos, 1 desire my Attorneys may 
do it* 

My Brother in Law Captf Maskelyne goes by tills Conveyance 
& wlU bring yon this: he U woribt 10, or 11,000^ 1 beg you will 

assist in setUing him in the World and in getting him n good Wife. 
Mr. Wulsh wiU also often call upon you from him. You may have 
n full iletail of all our India traiisacUcuibi. 

I WTote my Mother last Year and shall again this^ I desire you 
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will assure her ol my tenderest regard & respect: my Brothers & 
SL&tcrs have always my best wishes, 

1 am 

Hon'd Sir 

Your AfTect & dutiful son 
R. C, 

The following day he thus commumcated his vie^vs to 
Lawrence Sulivan. afterwards his most bitter foe: 

Sir, _You have my hearty and sincere congratulations on an 

event long most impatiently wish'd for by me. I was always of 
opinion the Company's affairs could never be carried on to advantage, 
but under the management of one or more of those Gentlemen who 
brouglit heme with Lbem a iust knowledge of India acquired by 
many years esperience. Give me leave to offer my Interest and 
that of my friends, because I am persuaded Yonr utmost imdeavour 
will be exerted far the benefft of Your Employers, 

U Ambition satisfied In its ijrcatesl extent, and the gratltlcation 
of every wish now center'd in my native Country, be not moUves 
sufftcienl to induce me to rctirni there, I know not what ; yet 
Sir a thorough conviction of what I owe to my Country and the Cum 
nany has prevailed upon me to continue one year longer In In ^ r 
with no other view In nature, than that of seeing the^mpsnys 
affairs in Bengal, bnportant as they now are, put upon such a looting, 
as tioUiins but the want of a timely exertion from home can destmy. 
Alter having said thus much. I am persuaded You will do justice 
to my intenlions, and bestow that attention on what I may represent, 
as the Importance of the Subject requires. , , 

The General Letter, as well as that from the Select to the Secret 
Conuniltec, will give You some idea of w'hat Bengal is at present, 
and what It may be in future, 1 shall endeavonr to enlarge u^n 
these letters, and lay before You some particulars, which at Drst 
siEht may not be thought so proper to entrust the Public with. 

If we are to decide from the Kjnseqiiences of the ’War camEd on 
at the Coast of Guromandel, Every Well wisher to the Company and 
to the trade of the Nation must call aloud for a speedy peace with 
our Enemies the French, and that every thing in India may be reduced 
to its ftrat principles ; but when wo compare the importmce and 
condllioD of the one with the ruinous state of the other, VVe sh^ 
soon be convinced, that a speedy and well timed effort made to 
Province must he attended wiUi real and solid advantages to ic 
Company, 

Enclosed 1 send You an exact state of the Revenues of the Pro vm^s 
of Bengal, Bahai, & Orissa; this Is not an accoant of hearsay, but 
an peeflunt taken verhotim from the hooks of the Prune Mimster 
Roydulap, who now resides at Calcutta under the English protection. 
The opportunities afforded me by the late RcVDlutlon have given 




120 


The Life of Lord Clive 


me. a jiist knowledge of the Subject I sim wiiUtig upoUf escpfiricnce, 
dqL can|ectiiro^ or the report of oUiers^ has made me wcU accpiainted 
with the genius of the people ^ and nature of the Couiitr%% and I nan 
assert with some degree of confidence, I hat this rich fiouTLshing 
kingdom may be lotally subdued by so small a force as I wo thousand 
Eurapeans^ and the possession thereof nralDtatn^d & confirm'd hy 
the Great Mogul upon poyiug ihe Sum of 50 I*aack p’' annum, paid 
hy former Suhahs. 

Tlic Moors, as wen as Gentoos, are Inilolcnt^ luxurious, ignortmU 
and cowardly, beyond all cod cep Lion ; the Ckjuntry itseE Is full of 
great and navigable Rivers* is very woody* enclosed hy mountains 
with narrow passes ; In short every thing conspires to render Infantry 
formtdabkv and Cavalry (In which the cldef strength of indostaii 
consMs} a mcer bugbear. The Soldiers, If lliey deserve that Tinme, 
have not the least atlacbmeni to their Prince, be only can expect 
Sendee from them who puys them best* but It is a matter of great 
Indifference lo them whom they serve ; and I am fully persuaded 
that afLer Ihe battle of Pincis L could have appropriated the wliale 
Country to the Company and preserved it afterwards wUb as much 
ease as Meer JafTcir the present Suhoh mow does* through the terror 
of the English Arms and their Lnlliiciice, 

The power of tlie Empire is greatly broken by Intestine commo- 
tSonJ** and perhaps its total ruin has been hi a manner prevented by 
the sums of raoney sent to Relly Isy the late Subah Auaverdy Kltnu. 
Slni^c his death the remittances have been very precarious & uncerLam, 
anil the sums ^ent much short of Lbe 50 Lanck stlpuLded to be paid 
annually^ The Mamltas indeed have weight suOident lo enforce the 
pajnncnt of tF]C Ghout, which is 12 Laack exclusive of the Countries 
of Ballasore and CuRack^ W'liich mny pradnee as much more, (You 
will observe these I wo Countries are not in eluded in tiie state of 
Revcduts) I'he Yizicr^ who is the sole support of the Imperial 
Throne, has been long desirous of tlic English Interest with the Nabob 
to oh tain the Habance due frocn the Provinces* and there Is not the 
least doubt that fie w^ould much rather grant the Hoyal Sunad to a 
Nation lamed for the success of their Am'-'s and for their strict adher¬ 
ence to treaties, than to one who is scarce master of any other influence 
■Or authority but w'hal he enjoys under the Wings of the English repu¬ 
tation. 

I am persuaded You will bvlkve ] do not Wflut to aggrandize the 
Company at the expenee of all equity and Justice; long may the 
present Snbah eujoy the advantages gained him hy our Arms, if he 
abides strictly by his Treaties. But Von, Sir, who have resided so 
long Jfi India, are well acquainted with the nature & (llspositions of 
these Mussuhnen, gratitude they have none, bare Men of very narrow 
conceptions, and have adopted a syslem of Politicks more pecuJtar 
to this Country than any othi-r, viz.; to attempt every thing hy 
treachery rather than force. Under these circumstanc'ts may not 
so weak a Prince as Aleer Ja^eir bo rasily destroyed, or Influenced 
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by oLhi^ra to attempt destroying us. What bi it then can enable ns 
to secure cur present Acquisitions or Imprci’sre upon thcm^ but such 
n force as leaves nothing to the power of Treachery or Ihgrotitude. 

1 shall coucludc this subject with mentioning Lo You the Bearer 
Mr. John Walsh ; bis abilities & the knowledge he has acquired by 
acting in the quality ol my Secretory during the Bengal Expcditioii 
niiakc him by much the fittest Person to lay before You the whole 
extent of my designs, and as such 1 recaiumeiid him to your notice 
and mo^t serious aticritlon. 

As the Company’s Privileges have been greatly entended, 
ought their views also ; to conduct & eoiry' on the affairs of Bengal 
to advantage uoL tJnly requires Servants of obllitles, hut many of 
Ihem. Mr. Walts has not ! think had that justice done to his merit 
which Ills Services at Musadavad and since have deserved, therefore 
I cannot blame liim for resigning. H was with much difficulty I 
prevailed upon Mess? Mannlngham & Franktaiul to glvtf tiic their 
assistance anullier year, the latter 1 believe may Ise prevoU\l upon 
to stay still longer. >L" [IqIwcII hos talents, but I fear wants a heart, 
therefore unfil to preside where integrity as wvU as capacity are 
equally essential. Those who are more knmediatcly to supply the 
VEicant Seats at this Board I dare not reeornmeod to You, (Mr. Sumner 
excepted) and I think it a duty I owe tq my Employers tq call to Your 
remembrance Messrs, YonSittart & I5npre, two Gentlemen whose 
Abilities & Lutegrlty would do credit to any employ i the merit of 
the runner shinEs w^Jlh so peculiar bright n lushtre as inust make 
Ills services coveied by every well wisher to the Company, and they 
cannot shine iii my opioion to greater advanLage thnn at the Council 
Board of Calcutta. The Reverefid Mr. PaJk wit lion I regard lo his 
Cloth, was deemed worthy of a Scat in the Gnmoiittce oL Madrafts^ 
M- Fullerton is not less so, and may be of equal utility in BengaL 
I'here Is not a Gentleman on this side of the Cape so well ipjotLQerl lo be 
Your Major as Qtp^ Calllauri; it h bard to say whether his Abilities 
or auMi for yotir Service be greater, i know no one so equal to the 
task of eanymig oti a part or Ihe whole of my designs under the dh-^c- 
lion of a President of Council as that Gentleman, tf ony acchJent 
should happen to him, or he should chuse to slay on the Coas^ lei 
me recommend as a fit person to succeed him Capt. Camac; I have 
had un opportunity of studying hLtn, and can assure You he is Master 
of mi cxccUent Heart & of Talents tti the miJltaiy^ way sufficient to 
do bqoour to his Employers. I believe this GcnticmaJi will he 
recommended to You hy CoL Lawrence & other hands which witt 
serve to illustrate my accounL of him. 

I can declare to You, Sir, with great truth and sincerity, I liave 
no other attachment to particular Persons, ihon what their capacity 
o[ serving the Clompany entitles them lo. As 1 am independent In 
my circumstances, so am 1 In my aHectlons TvUerc the Good of the 
Service calls upon me lo be so : and I should never liave given Mr, 
Sullivan the trouble of reading this letter, II I was not convinced 
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lie w&uld look upon cvety syllaLIe of it proceediTig from the dictates 
of a Hejirt full of 2 eaJ ^ Gratitude for the Company. 

That your Endeavours may be c^wned with alt Imagiiiable success 
is the true wish of 

hjr 

Your most obedient 

Galcutta, hdjnhle Servant 

dOlh i>e^ 175iS. ^ 

Cliv'e told his colleagues that placing the fortifications in 
a sound atate of defence and obtaining sunicient recruits 
^ere two objeets he had always mueb at heurt. Now tliiit 
he Wiui confiriued in the govemnieiit of Hengal he urged on 
the Court with renewed vigour the necessity of sending a 
ifufTicient force* “ in order to Hx the great rcYolution that 
has been brought a bout in their favour.’^ He wrote them a 
grave warnmg, the neglect of which put an end a century later 
to their mvn rule and endangered the existence of British rule 
in India : Though matters are perfectly quiet at present, 
tis hard to say how long the calm will last ^ anil such is the 
nature of this ecjuntiy^ and guvernment, that the only certain 
expedient of securing their friendship is^ by keeping up such 
a force as will render it unsafe for them to break with us/* 
Tile Court, owing to the M^ar in Germany and the operations 
in America* found it difficult to obtain any recruits. Lr 
order to increase the efficiency and organisation of bis small 
European force, Clive formed a number of efficient men who 
Imd volunteered from His Majesty’s 39th Regiment, and 
also from the British detachments sent from Madras and 
Bombay I into a Bengal European battalion/ a regiment whose 
active courage in services of the greatest danger materially 
lielped to extend the hoimds of our Indian Empire and to 
preserve it in the hunr of eietreme periL 

Clive also reorganised and formed into two companies 
the artillery, and so laid the foundation of a force which 
was materially instrumental in obtaining some of the most 
decisive victories recorded in the annals of our Indian Empire. 
He aliso raised a fourth battalion of sepoys. The amalgamalion 

^ Now iht IftL of Uia Hoyai Munster FiiifJiors. 
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of the different detachments of the Europenn troops raised 
the knotty question of seniority. To Clive belongji the credit 
of first seeing tluit distinct armies tn the tliree Presidencies, 
Madras, Bombay, and Bengal* under separate eontroh s^as 
detrimental to eJficiency. He ordered that the distinetjon 
of Presidencies sjiould cease and that the ofiieers sliouJd take 
rank according to the date of their comndssions. The establish* 
ment of a battalion of Native Infantry was then one eaptain 
wlio commanded, one lieutenant, and one ensign who acted 
as field officer. The lieutenant and ensign had two rupees^ 
or four jdnlUngs, per day "" foi disciplining their men,*^ in 
which they were as^iisted by a European sergeant-maior and 
a few European, sergeants^ There was a Native coiutnandant, 
who took post in front with the captain, and n Native 
adjutant, who remained in the rear wLtli the subalterns. 

" Earn company had a subodar* three jemadars, five hawuldars, 
(one ol whieh was a colour maOi) Jour nalcks^ two tom-toms, one 
trumpeter^ and seventy Sepoys, Each company had a stand nr 
colours attached to it, of the same colour as the facings of the men ; 
in the center of which was the subodar's device or badge, such as a 
sabre, a dagger, a crescent, ^c+ and the Grenadiei:^, by way of dis¬ 
tinction, had the British Union In the upper comer/' ^ 

Some of the captains remonstrated against the meorpora- 
tion of the troops^^ as it led to their supersession, and they 
resigned the service* They complained to the Council, and 
Clive in the following letter expressed his opinion regyrding 
their grievance : 

A Complaint having been laid bclore You by the Captains who 
have lately resigned Your Service, of their having been superceded, 
the which they allcdge is the pretext for their having taken such a 
step, 1 think it Incumbent upon me, tho^ I am persuaded Yon are 
fully convinced of the Injustice of the Complaint, to take some notice 
thereof, for the inlomaiioii of the Gentiemen at home, who may 
nol so thorougtily understand the allalr. 

The Temonstratiug Captains have, either wfifully^ or ignorantly, 
greatly misrepre-sented the nature of superceding. An OUlcer cannoi 
be said to be superceded, unless one of inferior rank to himself in 
the same Corps he put over his head. Now I con safely aver* that 

* '* An Hialorlcffll Acccmil of the Hiae fuid Prugress at the Beaga] Native 
Armyp'' by the bte Captain WllHouix 
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I never during the whole of my command have done so by any OfHcer* 
except in the case of Cap? Lieu? Wagner, to whom 1 refused giving a 
vacant Company, as E dJd not think him deserving thereof. 

The Incorparatlon of the Troops having been determined on as a 
necessary measure^ the several OOli-ers of the three different Esloh- 
llshmeiits being now united were of course to take rank according 
to the dates of their respective Cominlsslon^, in the same manner as 
the OIDcem of different Corps in bis Majesty's Service -when they 
happen to meet. Now as Cap? Gonin had been ordered here by the 
Presidency of Bombay to take tho Command of their [Jetachment, 
wUlioui their knov^'lng that such incorpomtion was to take place, 
it Is e%'ident they could have no design of Injuring Lhe Officers of this 
Eslablishment^ he has been injudiciously representecl i an<l therefore 
to have sent him haekt after having been so formally ordered here* 
would have been the highest indignity to the CouncD of Boinb^yT 
well as Id the Gentleman himself: and as be remained lierc, he had 
on iindoubLed right to maintain that rank* which the seniority of 
ills Cominfs^loTi gave him. 

Cap?' Scolncy and naction have likewise slated their case veiy 
nufairly, Th^: GenUemen, whom they aUcdge to have been pul 
over thenip were Officers from His Majesty's Begimentp whom, at 
CoL" Forde's parllcular recominetidHtioti, You were pleased to appoint 
Captains upon Your EsUhlishmetit., previous to the incorporation. 
Ostp\* Scotney and Flactloii belonged to the ^^adrusts tlorps, and 
thererurc hxid no right to complain, as they were no ways Injured by 
such appoint merit. 

The trilLf] of the mutter is, the most of tlie Genilemen, who have 
been so violent in their remonstrance* were grown isulTlcieJitly rich 
in Your Service, to be desirous ot any pretence for quitting it. They 
wijj prove liowever no great |os%^ as no services ran be expected from 
Men who have so little spirit and gratitude as to resign their com¬ 
missions at tills critical liinc, and that upon such frivolous and lit 
gmunJed pretences, 

I Hatter myself Et wUl now^ be obvious to every unprcjudiceil 
persoii, that I tiave been unjustly charged by these Gentlemen with 
having superceded them, the doing of which I will readily agree ought 
to be practiced as seldom as possible. Yet such Is the nature of the 
Ser^dee In this Country, that the veiy preservation of Your Settle¬ 
ment may al limes depend on taking such a step j and as* by the 
wont of Field OfBcers, Your Captains ntv oFteti entrusted with the 
conducting of Expeditions of the utmost importatice, in such i-ase^ 
if Yon he desirous of eiiiuring success* You must have regard to the 
Man only* and not his Batik. 

Clive’s warning to the Directors that no man can tell how- 
long a calm will last in India was soon iustified by events* 
Early in 17.59 a sturm burst rrom the nurth. The Mogul 
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Emperor Alaingir II. and his family were at this time virtual 
prisoners in the hands of the Vizier Ghazi-ud-din. His son, 
Ali Gotiar, the Crown Prince or Shahzada, was a fugitive from 
Delhi, wandering about India in search of support, and after 
being some months under the protection of the chief of the 
Roliillas, be advanced i^nth a band of adventurers towards 
the frontier of Bengal- Me had been informed of the dis¬ 
tracted state of the pTovinoc, and that it was prepared to 
welcome a deliverer. Meer Jaffier had by his indolence, 
debauchery, and sordid avarice alienated all his subjects. 
“ They now remembered SGradj-ed-doulah,” says the Moham¬ 
medan historian, “and remembered liim with sbame and 
regret; their enmity to him changed into pity and commisera¬ 
tion ; and they were daily regretting him, and speaking to 
advantage: and this was the general sense of the public, 
whether amongst the knowing ones, or amongst the simple, 
whether in public or in private.” ^ The Seths, the Court 
bankers, played an important part in placing Meer Jaffier 
on the throne r they realised it Was little use appealing to 
the English to deprive him of it, and tliey sent an invitation 
to the Shahzada to occupy the mufttitd. The Mogul CroWn 
prince also received many pressing invitations from Mohammed 
Kuli, Viceroy of Allahabad, and Shuja Duwla,*^ the Neivab of 
Oudh. The Viceroy of Allahabad being a neighboiu, knew 
that Meer JalHer’s kingdom was on the edge of a civil war, 
“ and as he was wholly dissatisfied wHh tlie conlmed limits 
of his principality, aud the smallness of his income, he con¬ 
ceived the design of bettering Mb fortune by the conquert of 
either Aiiniahad or Bengal.” = The Nawab of Oudh liad 
one great end before him. The Viceroy of Allahabad was his 
cousin, and had disputed bis succession. Me “-mshed tins 
long time." says the native historian, “to see his kLasmaa 
out of Tlah-abad, encourc^ed him in his scheme, promised 
his assistance, and offered to follow lu.s steps, ^ soon as^ he 
should have made an impression on the enemies* country, * 

' Mr Mnlaqtierin, p-41. * Sbujfi 'u-d-danlah (*« Vot. II., p. 31, not#). 

• Selr,MQUiiilicrlo,p,41 *• lHa. 
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On January Si Warren Hastings wrute to Clive infcnjiiiig 
him that one of the Seths had “ carried a Letter to the Nabob 
the previous night, “ which had just arriVd from Benares, & 
mentioned that the King’s^ Son had reachM tliat City with 
his Army,” In the same letter he stated : 

" I doubt you have already liear'd of the Seats intenried 
Pilgrlmoge to Parsnaut. They will set out about the middle or 
latter End of the next Morilh. Their whole Family & ElTects go 
with them, only Kewadass will remain to take charge of their Hous^. 
■\\Tiat their real tlesign Is, is variously conjectured. The approacli 
of the Shah^ada just at the time of Ihcir Departure, the extraordinary 
preparatious made for their Journey ^ their carrying Lholr whole 
Family & Fortune with them, have greatly the appearauee ol some 
Motive much deeper tlian a mccr Pilgrimage, & the more so, as I 
believe the two Brothers WTre never known before to leave their 
Houes both at the same time.” 

The ne3Ct day he mforms Clive that a guard of 4,000 sepoys 
with four heavy Afglxan pieces called jazaih w'a^i appointed 
to attend the Seths. At the close of the letter be reminds 
Clive of a fine distinetba in Oriental etiquette: 

" i forgot to mtntlon that 1 ordered the Vackeel to speak ip Golam 
HQ&sein Cawm about the large Seal with which the Nabob always 
sealed his Letters to you. He said it was owing to your writing to 
him once or twice In the same Manner^ but that he would represent 
the Impropriety of It to the Nabob, & that It should he otherwise for 
the future. Siuce that lime the Nabob's Letters to you have had 
his small Seal aOixed to them. You well know of what Importance 
these Ceremoiiials are held, & I hope wUl pardon my dwelling on so 
seemingly I lifting a Particular." 

Oa Februaiy- 7 Hiistings in his letter mentioned that he 
had seen the young Nawab, who desired me very earnestly 
to write you conceming the State of Affairs here^ & to reprC' 
to you the Necessity of taking the Field immcdiatclvj as 
Delays at- thts Time might be of the utmost ill Cunscquence, 
the King’s Son being already so near Patna.*’ 

It was a critical moment. “ The siege of Madrass was 
actually Iwgun, and We had sent them part of the forces that 
came out on this year’s shipping; so that our whole force 

* The Mogul Emperor iras thHi piMl ff equtoUy menUooEd at the King, 
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hut aoo iufantry, 100 train, and 2500 seapoys ; most 
of v^hom had never seen an action.” ^ Cli^’e acted with his 
usuai promptness and, vigour* He wrote to Hastings on 
February 10 ; 

! now write In the Nabob myjielf; however, would have you 
immediately upon the receipt hereof to wait upon hirn ^ and assure 
him, in my Name, of iny Constant fidelity and attAChruent, and that 
he may depend upon the English Nation supporting hfm to the Utmost; 
that while so happy n Uuion subsists between us, we shall prove an 
ovennatch lor all our Enemies." 

In his letter to the Nawab Clive stated 

1 would not have you think of coming to any terms with him,, 
hut proceed to take the necessary mea^^urcs to defend yonr city to 
the last. On Monday, the last of this month, I ;iihn]] take the Held, 
and win have every ihlng fn readJiiess to march to your assistance if 
necessary^ Rest assured that the English are your stanch and Urm 
frleuds, and thnl they never desert a cause in which they have once 
Laked a part,” 

Six days after, CUve dLspatched a letter to Hastings infortn- 
mg him that he had written “ immediately to y Nabob upon 
hearing from Vou y report y Me liad authorized y^ Seat to 
buy off the Shahzadah, and have represented to him in y 
strongest terms y^ such a measure w^ill inevitably bring on 
his ruin,’" 

Me wrote to the Nawab : 

“ i have Just heard a piece of iritcJligence, which I cun scarce 
give credit to j it is, that your Excellency is going lo oiler n sum 
of money to the King’s son. If yon do this, you will have Sujah-u- 
DowLali, the Muhrattas, and many more, come from aU parts to the 
confines of your countiy, wlio wUl bully you out of money, till you 
hove none left in your treasury. If your Excellency should pursue 
this method, It will be furuisliing the King^s son with the means la 
rUlse forces, which, indeed, may endanger the loss of your eountry* 
Whal wIH be said, if the greal Jafher Ali Khan, Suhah of this pruvinecj 
who commands an army of sixty thousand men, should offer money 
to a boy who has scarce a soldier with hiro ? 1 beg your Excellency 

will rely on the fidelity of the English and of those troops which are 
attached to you/^ 

Clive bad the difficult t&;sk not only of sstrengtheniDg the 
resolutioii of the weak and vacillating Meer Jaffier^ but be 

^Sendtaa'i ReflecUom^" p, IlO* 
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bad also to secure the fidelity of Ham Narain, whom Meer 
Jafifier was still plotting to reprove and plnnder. Ram Narain 
felt acutely the danger and isolation of his positioii, and he 
sent urgent letters to the Kawah aud CliTe begging for imme¬ 
diate support- Clive at once assured bun of his aid and pro¬ 
tection. But the near approach of the invading force kept 
alive his fears. On Februar>- 4, Amy at t, the bead of the 
factory at Patna^ mformed Clive! Ram Narain thinks he 
is no match for the Shas&ada.” Clive wrote at once to Hmu 
Norain: 

It was ca account of your stricLoess for Justice, your courage^ 
and yonr fidelity, lliat I got Llie Nabob to confirm you in the Subah- 
ship of Patna. R surprises me much to hear that you siLflcr yourself 
to he under such apprehensions of Lhc King's son, who has not more 
than two thousand men. I would have you mareh out of Lhc city 
"With yn-ur forces^ and encamp eta distance-^ Me Amyatt will accojii- 
pany you, 1 have this day pitched my tent, and {with the blessing 
of God), if it he uecessaiy , I will come to yonr assistaucc." 

On February 25 Clive^ in aoeordauce with the urgent 
requests of the Nawab and his son^, set forth with his Rmall 
force to meet the vast host vrliich had gathered around the 
standard of the Shohzada* 

They consist,"" Clive wrote to Uie Secret Commitlei- at home, 
** of about 450 European??, and 2500 Scapoys ; and viiLli these, few 
as they are^ f tnisl We shall give a good account of the Shah /^dah, 
Iho" his army is said to be 30000 slrong, provided the Nabob's people 
keep firm lo him : and should even the couLrery happen^ and the 
Suhah's Troops deserl him, Wc shall stiU he able lo make our parly 
good, and to mainlatn our avm/' ^ 

On the eve of his departure from Calcutta Clive received 
from the Shahz&da an epistle, which presents a strange mix¬ 
ture of arrogauce and flattery. Clive is entitled. The most 
High and Mighty, Rrotector of the Create"" hut he is told to 

" pay a due obedience to this my firman, and make It your business 
to pay your respects to me like a faithful ser^^ant, which will he great 
and happy for youn it is proper you should be earnest in doing Oils, 
when, by the blessing of God, you stand high in my favour, l^ow 
this must be done/' 

^To the Houanrahlc Secret Couuuitlee, 12 March, 1759. 
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Clive sent to the prince the following brief and digmlied 
reply i 

"" I have had the heaour to receive your Hfghaess's firman. It 
gives me great cancem to find that this country mu^t become a 
scene of troubles* I beg leave to inform yon that I have been favoured 
with a sunnudi from the Emperor, appointing me a Munsubdar of the 
rank of six thousand foot and five thousand horse, which constitutes 
me a servant of his ; and as I have not received any orders, either 
from the Emperor or Ylzierp acquainting me of your coming down 
beret I cannot pay that due regard to your Highnesses orders wliich 
I would otherwise wish to do. I must further beg leave to inform 
you, that I am under the strictest engagements with the present 
Snbadar of these provinces to assist lilm at all times i and it li not 
the custom of the English nation to be guilty of insincerity.” 

Clive forw^ded the correspondenee to Meer JaSier, and 
also informed him that some of the Shahzada^s agenta had 
been with him: 

” They iua.de me/^ he ohsers^es," offers ol provinceE upon provinces,^ 
With whatever my heart could desire; hut conld he give, as well as 
oiler me^ the whole empire of Hindustim, it would have no weight 
with the KogEsh. I am well assured, too, that be wrote to every 
man ol consequence in these parts ; which convinces inc that he has 
designs against these provinces. It is the custom of the English to 
treat tlic persons of ambassadors as sacred, and I told the Shah Zada's 
agents as much ; hut al the same time wnmed them never to come 
near me again, for, if they did, I would take their heads lor their 
pains." 

The writer continued his advance towards Murshidabad, 

and reached Cossimbazar on ti^fi night of March S* Hastings 

wTites to Clive : “ 1 have ordered my Houae to be made ready 

for your Reception, & request your Acceptance of it during 

your Stay at Cossimbujfiar/^ ^ During his short halt at the 

capital CUve spoke freely and severely to tho Nawah regarding 

his weak and cruel conduct, which had quite alieiiated the 

afreet ions of all his subjecti^p® He, however,^ assured htui tliat 

he and all his army would fight for him to the last man, and 

he ** com]:iUed w'ith the Nabob^s solicitation to ride on the same 

elephant with. himJ * Clive had perfect confidence in himself 

and his small but wdl-disciplmed band. Indeed, the only 

^ Letter froni Warren Cosnnibazerj Stb March, at G 

* Scrnlton^ p. 113+ 
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danger in my opinion to be apprehended.” he wrote to the 
CaQrt of Directors oA iyta.rcb 12^ 

is from the dballection among the Nabob's priadpal OlflceTs, 
occasioned by his treachery towards, ai^ Ul-osage of 
in the several conferences I have had with him J"?. ' 

1 have so strongly painted to him the danger oI such h^e ^ha^^ur, 

as cannot lad Indncuig him to a ^ange m fSiSi* 

and the conndence which I know the Jematdars have in the Etigllsh, 
will I hope, retain them In Iheir allegiance to their Sovereign. 


He added; 

'■ We shall leave this to morrow, and 1 propose marching wllh 
the utmost expedition to the reliel of Palnfl. which is Id grwl danger 
ol beine losl, as well as the whole Province of Bahar, the ShaUzadah 
being actually arrived at the Caramnassa, the river which p^ts the 
countries of Oud & Bahor, It U ycl uncertain whether to. Law 
with his few fugitives wQi join him or not." 


On the morrow Clive with his force advanced towards 
Patna and was juined on the road by a considerable portion of 
the Nawab’s army under the command of Meeran. To reach 
Patna before the Shakmda arrived there was his ikst object. 
jVs he pushed fomard by rapid marches, messages from Patna 
reached him- On March 15 Amyatt, the chief of the factory 
at Patna, wrote to him: “ As a result of Rajmiariiin’a shilly- 
shalljmg the city has been lost: he has agreed to capitulate 
despite my arguments. I have come away.” Not hearing 
of Clive’s advance, Amyatt and other members of the facti^ 
embarked on a number of boats which he had ready with 
the intention of floating some distance down the river. On 
March 18 he dispatched the following message to Chve: 
“ Rammram lias surrendered and gone out to meet the king’s 
son who is to enter the city,” ^ On the receipt of this nioment- 
ous message Clive wrote to Charles Mannin gbam. who vras 
the chair at the Council in his absciice: “ We have 
nothing more to expect from Ranmarain, and it is now past 
a doubt that He is gone over to the King's Son.” ‘ Evil 
tidings never diminished the spirit and the confidence of Clive. 

^ Aroviitl to CU’vOv BooflJiulb, Mftreh iStb. 

*biVe tfl Qiarles Camp at PiiiULpoiir, 24th Afarchp I75D. 
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The of Ilcngal dppciid&d on the d, 0 feat of the confedcT' 

and with or without the aid of Raio. Narain he would 
deal them a decUive blow. His career is a record of 
ditions begtm against odds, maiutaiiied vigorously^ and with 
success in the end. He concluded his letter as follows i I 
shall nmhe a Inng rrmreh to morrow in order to get beyond 
Collgong, and rs out boats came up with us yesterday, I have 
nothing to delay me from proceeding as fast as possible to the 
Enemy.’' His letter to Ram Narain is characteristic of the 

nUit) : 

" I have Dellhc^r eyes lo seCu n&r cars to hear, the Idler 1 have 
now received Irora Mr, Amy a It ; nar could aught but the great coil- 
fidcuce 1 have in him Induce me to give credit to its contents. Have 
you no Sense of the obligations you are under to me for ali the care 
and pains I have taken for you ? If you had not courage equal to 
the oecasioTi, yet what could have induced you to act so unprudent 
a part ? power has the Shah ^ada to resist the united forces 

of the Nabob and tlic English 7 Think, then, what will be your fate. 
For God’s sake rcUect ou the duty you owe to your toaster, to my 
friendship, and to your oivn safety. Turn from this bad desi^, 
and act in such a manner tiiat your master may be satistled with 
you, and the world acknowledge you worthy of the friendship 1 
have shown you. Should you, from want of courage, forsake 
your city, be assured it will nol remain ten days in the Shah 
power."' 

llajii Narain had taken Clive’s advice mid encamped out¬ 
side Ids city* But when the Shahzada, with an army of 4 O 3 OOO 
men, approached within ten miles of tbe eity, be retired witliin 
its walls and at once began to strcngtlicn tlie fortiiieatlous- 
No sooner had lie begmi the work when two envoys arrived, 
sent by the Governor of Allahabad. No news of Clive’s 
advance had reached him. The English had deserted their 
fuct(>ry and the Mogul army w'as at bis gate, haw, with hi» 
party of Frcnchmeiit was expected^ ami Ram Narain deter¬ 
mined to come to terms \rith the enemy. 

it was soon agreed p that lie would wait upon Lh^nit and submit 
to their dominion, under cotidilinn that his fortune aad govern¬ 
ment would be held saered and inviolable. But before he should 
perform his part ol the agreement* he reqiipstcd a wntten and 
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sealed by Mabmcd coliqhan, as well as signed by the principal offleer^ 
of bla ^Tmy, as giipraiiteea Id the treaty." '■ 

The ambassadors returned and brought back a treaty 
duly drafted and sealed by the Governor of Allahabad and 
signed by tliL' cjiief comuianders+ Ttam Naraiii now deter¬ 
mined to pay a visit tu Mohantincd Kuti. The SliaJizada, on 
hearing of the visit* “ prepared a tent of as nmeh magnitkcence 
as his circuntstimees eould afford; and he placed a throne 
at the upper end of it, where he took his scat* havmg on both 
sides of him. two rows of bis generals and grandees standing, 
and all riebly apparelled. Ranmarain was ushered by the 
envoys into tlie prcsenccp'^ and “ liavmg been made to how in 
a manner which he had never seen in his life, he advanced 
with limbs trembling, and lips dried up by fear, near to the 
throne/^ A nobleman of the Court laid bold of his hand* 
which was full of Eshruihes*® and made the Siiah-zada accept 
his nuEcr and his homage/* The Governor of nAllahabad then 
spoke about his steal and snbimsston. and supplicated that he 
might be invested with a or JdUimL^ The prince 

compbed With the request; and the vezir ha^'ing carried Ram- 
rmjMin into an adjoinmg tent, put the dress of honour upon 
hiiu> and adorned his head With a circlet^ and an aigrette, 
remarkable by Phoenix'^ feathers; sucli as is worn by the 
Imperial princes/* * Two noblemen Tvho had accompanied 
him were also invested at the same time. 

" Being all dreSieil ki that msumer tJiey ah relumed tq the prcEcncc : 
but the Radja. who had alwaya acted as a master, and who had never 
be™ subject tq any coaslralnti was cDiifqmided at the respectful 
posture be was Dbllged to tatcs and at the repeated bows be was 
directed tn make at every word spoke tq him ; lie was ovemomE 
with heal and fatigue, autl quite astonished at wbat he beheld. How¬ 
ever* as soon as he returned to himself* and found tune to breathe 
freely, aod Lo recover from his fatigaE and surprise, he daubOess 
reflected in bis niiud on that air of wrelcbednesfi and misery that 
pierced through all the Qhnsy gaudincss which was Intended to dis- 

^TEie SeSr Mutnqijcrin. pp. 

—Arab noble j appikied la %'arlJ3U3 roM eaSnt; in ladia Id 

gold nwhafi. 

“ kUlaut^ khyluL khatai —Ihe last Modf! of trasshtcratEon—a robe 

of boaonri 
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glihe the prLnce's canditlon^ and that dl his famished courtiers. The 
misery oI wliat ¥»as 5 tiled the Imperial armu, stmck his senses forcibly ; 
and he repented hearti^jr of his coming. It Is true, be did not uUer 
a. word of oil that j but I comprehended very well his sense of it, 
from his bunibled InokSt the colour of hhs complemon, njid froni the 
whole cast of hS^ features ; he wished himself gone^ ond nut of the 
cintclics of those famished Yultiires.'' 

Tlan!i Iforam escaped fay a bold stratagem. knew that 
they intended to keep him as a prisoner* and on the evening 
of the investiture he sent n nxessage to Mohaimued Kvili tlmt 
“ ho was going to town to refresh himself/' Tim general 
answered: *'You may; 1 wish you a good journey/' The 
next ntornitig, when Ram Xarain came out of Ids tent* he 
found an officer on an elephant wdio offered to take lujn to tlm 
city. Ham Narain consented; but after having gene a few 
huiulred paces on thfi elephant p “ excused himself on Ins beings 
as a Getitoo, forbiddeix drinking water in the same place with 
a Mui»^Iman; and calling for another elephant of his own, 
he got on fab backp and drank water ; and tlieu pushed forwards 
with all the speed which fear and anxiety could give him.” 
As soon as he got within the city Bam Narain ordered the 
gates to be shut and tlie garrison to man the ramparts* Tim 
Hindu governor was a too iskilful diplomatist for the Moham¬ 
medan ruler to discover hb real mind. He considered that 
tlie Hindu Rajah would never prove refractory. Impressed 
with this notion, lie w'as every day sending some ne%y order 
to Ills new subject* with which the other complied in some 
sliapt! or otlier/' Rata Xarain was willing to Undergo aixy 
huinihation in order to obtain time for the relief to reach hinn 
The Mohamraedous' Sew Yearb Day approachedp and men 
begtux to wonder if the Rajah would come out of the city to 
do Ixomage and present the customary ofierings on that day. 

At last the new year's day came* and then Eam-naralti sent to 
both the prince and general the nnmber of cshniJUes n^aJ on that 
day* together with u vast quantity o! eggs, plairb red and painted; 
as well as a number of trays full of several liids of sweeLmeats and 
canfcciionnry* made lozenge ways* and covered with gold and silver 
leal; but he did not move from hL^ lodgings ; lie excused himself 
at the same time on bis being enlirely taken up with executing the 
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orders sent him; and he likewise wrote letters of excuse to the pilticipal 

grancle&a/'/ 

The festival of the Now Hoy or New Year’s Day was eek- 
brated in the camp with considerable pomp^ and the prince 
and Mohammed Kuli spent much time m celebrating the 
new vear^s day* and in enjoying to satiety every kind of pleas- 
uTCj which fine women could alEord by their voices and dances. 
They came at last, adds the writer, to rcmenibcr of poUticts.” 
They resolved that the army should move to the other aide 
of the city, “ in that part wliich looks Eastwards to Bmgal/^ 
The high road ran through the main street of the city- Ram 
Narain sent word to the camp that the passage of the Iiriperlal 
army, consistiiig mo,stly of Moguls,^' through the streets 
might lead to riots and bloodshed* Tlic confederates at his 
urgent request followed another route* From their new 
encampment Holunmned Kuli continued to send messengers 
to the city, who treated the H'mdu governor with studied 
insolence* Ram Narain kept the mask on until his time 
was arrived*^* The moment soon cajn& Chve's letters written 
in decided terms, reached him. Impressed by it and now 
Certain of speedy rclirf, he drove Mohanuned Kuli s messengers 
out of the city, deman ding “ What be meant by endlessly 
sending his disorderly servants with haughty messages, about 
the accounts of Asimabadt and the expenditure of tlie pubhe 
money 7 “ I owed you^^' added he, as to jny superior, a 

visit and a present, and that ceremony I have gone tlirougb; 
but that is all i for I acknowledge no niastcTi but the Nazeni 
u[ Bengal; and if you are displeased with this message, take 
your party bv all means*’^^ Muliajnm<^d Kuli, enraged at 
the message-, ijujiiedtately oedered the city to be .donned. 
Several attacks! having been made and repulsed, the enemy 
pushed forward galleries in order to mine the walls. Mohanmicd 
Kuh himself conducted the operations against a strong tower 
called the Mehdeegungc- And on April B he ordered the 
pioneers to fire the mine they had constructed. Five xnen 
ventured to execute his orders. But the vfall from above, 

* S^r M[]tni]L£irli]^ p. M* 
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haviiifi given way, smoUicred three or four of them; 

fifth only escaped.” The enemy innnediately advanced to the 

assault. 

Great numbers besides, were slain or wounded at the loot ol me 
breach/' ^ 

At night the storming party returned to their trenehes. 
The next day another assault was made with such eter 
mination that the besieged were on the point of abandoning 
the walk when they observed *' that the besi^rs were 

retiring of their oiVn accord.” 

The next day the siege was raised- News of the greatest 

gravitv Imd reached Mohammed Kuli. The English advice 
guard; which had marched -tOO xmles in twenty-three days, 
was within ten miles of the city. Tlvc Xawab of Oinm. who 
had been the chief instigator of the invasion, had taken ad¬ 
vantage of bk absence and treacherously seized his capital. 
AllahTbad. Mohammed KuU determined to hasten buck to 
recover Ms domimons. Tlic Shahzada pressed him not to 
abandon the siege, but, finding all his arguments were m vain, 
he also determined to retire with his force. On the firrt mmeh 
the confederates were met by Law with Ms small band of 
Frenelunen who had hastened to take part m the siege. Law 
urged that thej’ should return, and engaged to capture Patna 
in an hour. Mohammed Kuli, bent on regaining his capital, 
continued his marclu On the road he was attacked by a forw 
of the Kawab of Oudli, defeated, captured, and put to death. 
On April 8 CUve, accompanied by Meeran, made his entiy 
Mto Patna. Two days after he wrote to his Honourable 
Masters,; 

“We made a mast extraordinary iiuivk march, having been no 
more than between three and four weeks from Moorshadabad to 

* Seir Mulaqlicrki, 
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Patna ; but We bad do Umu to lose^ a difierebce or a very few days 
must have last PatnaT wbicb would have been fallowed with tbe loss 
ol tbe whole province* and would have so encreased Ihe Shabaaduirs 
foTce^ as to render Ibe matter serious uud the issue doubtful/* 

He added : 

There is oolhliig now left to be dane but to pursue the enemy 
so closely that they may have no time to recover the panic with which 
they arc seized^ and so oblige them to separate. I shall thereloie in 
conjunction with the Chut a Nabob's and Ramuorain's forces proceed 
as far as the Curamiias^* and hope to take such etfectuai measureSj 
that the late invaslofi, instead of being a detriment to the Subab, 
may serve to Qx him more firmly in his seat lb an ever/' 

Ciive pursued the enemy so vigorously that he was able 011 
April 2T to Write tu Ftirde from a camp near the Karamnusa, 
the streamlet which divide;^ Bengal from Hindustan; We 
iiave now dispersed all his foDowen*, and he is hiinSLdr in great 
distr&ss wandering about; with a handfull of men, not knowing 
wham to trust bo^ We are on our march to the Carajiuiaasa, 
tlifi boundary of Sujnli Houlat^s dominions, in order to punish 
such of the Rajahs ns w*ere conjcerncd in the late troubles.’" 
Tlie poor Sbahzadu had sent a letter^ a sad tale of calamity^ 
imploring the protection of Clive. Though born to a crown,r 
“ the persecution of the Vizier,” he said^ *' had left him not a 
spot to rest on.” Clive consulted Ram Naraiur who held that 
it would be a source of conJ^tant intrigue and danger to have 
a prince of the Imperial blood in any of the three Provinces* 
I liave therefore answered him/’ Clive wrote on April 24, 
“ that my connections with the Xabob were of so solemn a 
nature, as would not allow* of my afff^ding him any proteetioa ; 
and on that account advbed him to keep out of the way* as 
I was now on the point of marching to the Caramnassa.” The 
Shahzada, however jh itontinued to send miserable appcab, hut 
a Sanctuary could not be granted hiiiL On April 30 Clive 
sent him the following hual answer: 

" I hi4ve received repeated orders from tlie Yizter, and even Iruro 
the King:, nuL only to oppose your FUghness^ but even to lay hold of 
your person. I am sorry to acquaint your lUghiie&s willi these dis¬ 
agreeable things, hut I cannot help It. Were I in assUt your Highness 
In any respect* it would be attended with the ruin of this cQinilry, 
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It is better tliat tme should aulIcrT Uuwuver great, than that so many 
thousands should be reudered unhappy. I have only to recommend 
your Highness to the Ahnighty's protection. 1 -wish to God it were 
in my power to assist ycnip but it is not. I am now on my mircn to 
the Caranmassa, and earnestly recommend it to you to mthdraw 
before I arrive there p" 

After Imving reduced to sabmission the B-iijput and hill 
chiefs who hud supported the Shahziada, Clive returned to 
Patou. Ill July, after estahli>ibing order ia the eity, he left 
a strong garrison to protect it from another invasSon, and 
made his ay back to Murshidabady and as he passed through 
the streets he Was “ gazed at with awful respect^ by the in¬ 
habitants. His tloring and confidence had been crowtied 
with complete success. liie expedition bad estabJisUed him 
in the confidence of the Hindu Hajalis; it liud advanced liis 
influence among the Zemindars and in the nunds of the popu¬ 
lace* To Clive's marvellous success there seemed to Iselong 
a supemutural prestige. But the fame of CUve had extended 
beyond the hounds of Bengal. At the Imperial Court at 
DelJu his military achievements, even before Plassey, had 
created a profound impression. On hearuig of the success of 
tlw expedition to Patna, the Vkicr wrote '' to the liigh and 
mighty the paw^erfu] protectorj.” the “ mighty Colonel;, 
as follows: 

The laitbfuL services^ wlilch you have pEtfomiad, and the pains 
which yon have taken in the late afTalrs, have given me great joy ; 
nor can I sufficiently express your praises lor what you have dnn^ 
Continue ta behave with Ibe some fidelity \ seize the rebel and send 
him to court. By the wUl of God, this service performed, the King 
win show you the greatest favour, and your honours shaU be encreased.'" 

He added : 

" In the sunie manner, as your factories are set lied at Calcnlta, 
Amnabad, and Moorshedabad, send and estahUsh a factory at the 
royal city/" 

Meer Jailier rejoiced greatly at the result of the campaign# 
Clive bad saved his life from being taken by his mutinous 
troops, and had preserved his throne from the advancing wave 
of invusiom But a dark feat clouded hiS joy* Clive had 
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placed the JJairab on the Uirone, but Meer Jafiiei soon became 
jealous of bis necessary interference in the affairs of the king^ 
doin. He and his jfolminmedan oourHeis deeply resented 
the guarantee of safety given to the Hindu officials, and was 
specially aToth at the protection given to Rai Hulab and 
the guarantee to Hatu Saiaini Meer JaJHer knew that he 
was entirely dependent on Clive, but that did not diminish 
the mortification of a Sovereign. “Bo you get tired of lying 
on one aide V' asked a great Indian chief in recent years. 
“ Yes.” “ So do we.” The Nawab of Bengal was very tired 
of lying on one side. The capture of Chandernagore liad upset 
the balance of power among the European nations in Bengal. 
In order to restore it Meer Jaf&er began in November, 1758, 
regardless of his treaty, caring only to mortify the English, 
and to escape payment of his debts, to intrigue with the Butcli. 
It was arranged tliat a force sulhcieiit to huniihatc the English 
should be brought to Bengal by a powerful fleet. A great 
invasion followed by a great defeat, whieb had been Glive s 
esclusive work, had, however, altered the situation. Meer 
Jaffier was now in the utmost dread that Glive would discover 
hts perfidy and bestow on another the crown of Bengal. He 
therefore made haste to mention to Hastings a matter which 
he had long neglected. It is, as James Mill says, a matter of 
considerable weight in the history of India. 

>11100 the Mogul Emperor conJlrmed Clive’s action in 
placing Meer Jnflier on the throne by sending a sunnud or 
commission appointing him Nawab of Bengal, Behar and 
Orbisa, he also sent a patent bestowing on Clive tlie mnsriafr 
or rank of a commander of 6,000 horse. The literal meaning 
of the word masnaff is “ the place where anything is put or 
erected,” and it then name to mean the rank held by a person 
according to the number of men he eoimnanded. The lowest 
nuu'imh was held by a commander of 20 men and the highest 
by a commander of 7,000 men. Mas^nabs were also subdivided 
into titree classes, except in the case of the commanders of 
6,000 and 7,000 men. There Was a difference of salary attached 
to each rank, and there was also a difference of pay between 
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the three classes. The commaader uf 20 mea of tlie first- 
class received 1,000 Its. a year, the conmrnadcr of 0,000 
received 300.000 Its., and the conimaTLder of 7,000 the more 
enormous sum of 350,000 Rs, The favourite mode of pay¬ 
ing these large sums was by an assignment of tlw land 
revenue of a certain number of villages or of a subdivision. 
The assignment, except in the case of great noblemen around 
the Court, was made on the most distant and most power¬ 
fully subdued provinces.' A jaghirdar was the person to whom 
the'assignment was made, and the revenue assigned from tlm 
land was Called a jaghire from the Persian /a or jar, a place 
or position, and gir, taking or occupying." • The bestowal of 
a musnab or command of a certain number of horse, even 
when an emolument was attached to it cither in ea.sli or revenue, 
did not necessarily imply the performance of some public 
service as the levy and mamtenance of troops. But it did 
imply that the /ngAiVdar was a subject or servant of the State. 
The Mogul Emperor or Ins viider was no doubt anxious that 
the victorious Clive, who had put a monarch on the throne of 
Bengal, should by accepting the rnasnab make a definite 
acknowledgnient that he was a servant of the Mogul Emperor. 
The cardinal factor in Cfive’a policy was tlmt the Com¬ 
pany should hold their territory directly from the Mogul 
Emperor and not through a viceroy of the Great Mogul. 
By being appointed a commander of 0,000 horse, Clive be¬ 
came not merely a noble or omrah of the Empire, as it Ims 
often been stated, hut one of the great nobles or pillars of 

the State. . i • 

When the envoys from the Imperial Court brought, in 

April, 1758 , the patent conferring on Clive the tnasTiab of 
0,000 horse, Clive, in a letter to Amyatt, objected to paying 
the enormous fee demanded on the ground that he Imd not 
as yet received the customary jaghirc attnehed to the office. 
He’ however, desired Amyatt to give the Imperial envoy th^ 
itazar or o tiering paid to the Emperor by a noble on succeeding 

1*' The Army oJ tlie Indipa iMoghnla,'* by VpllLlajii LrvLiie, p. 15* 

* Gorre^mlcnce^ 
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to that ofnee. Nine months passed. Cirve took no further 
atrtion in the nmtter for many months. On Janiiary 31» iTrj9, 
he, howeTer, wrote to the Seths thus : 

I always anderstewd, that wben you had procured me the ^unEiod 
for a 6pOLH} muasuh and 5^000 horse^ with the title ol Zutit al Aiulk 
Xazicr ad DoiJla,^ that the Nabob would have favoured me with a 
jagulre, equal to the rank I received by my sunned ; but to this day 
1 have not beard a word from him coocemtng it. As this is an nilaLr 
of my own, 1 have not chose to address the Nabob thereon now. 
As there is a strong friendship sobsisting betw^een you and me, 1 
beg leave to give you the tronble to apply to the Nabob concemldg 
this affair, and that I may have a Jaguire equal to my rank.” 

A month passed and no reply was sent. On the eve of their 
departure from i^lurshidabad on their supposed pilgrimage the 
Seths heard the unwebouie news that Clivei who swept all 
before lum, was advancing to resist the invasion they had 
instigated- If their treachery were discovered he would 
exfijct a severe penalty* In order to lull suspicion and con¬ 
ciliate hiiiL, they caught at the Qrst opportunity to mention 
the neglected request. Hastuigs, writing to Olive on February 
Wf xnetitioned that he had that morning taken leave of the 
Set Its at their flrst encampment, and that they both had 
for some days past beliaved with unusual civility to him. 

" About Three Days ago I rec^d a visit from Juggutstat, who by 
his discourse s^med as if he apprehended some Suspicions an our 
pEirt with Respect to the real Motive of his Journey. He said he 
shoiild net leave the Country at a time like this, hut that be had so 
long prepaTEtl for bis intended PUgrimuge, 4 bad put away the greatest 
part of his Rftects before the News of the inipcn<l[t]g trcnhlea ilrst 
arrived ; but that he should certainly reium in u mouth and an half, 
unless there should he a necessity for Ms going on to Painap for which 
this Journey would be very convenient, as parsnaut lies partly in 
the way thither. He said that be had wrote to the Court for an Order 
for your Jaguecr* and had met with succoess, but that he heUeved it 
would he necessary to finish this negocLatlon at Patna, which would 
be one Motive likewise for his going there. I am not sure that I 
clearly understood him In this last parliculiir, but this I believe was 
the purport of what he sald/^ 

This letter reached Clive on the l&th, and the next day 
he received the following communiention from the Seths r 


^ AdmiiiLjtiatar of the Kiugdani emd Overieer of tha Empire. 
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" Yoar two ablglug letters, one arswering wbicb accom- 
paniEd some apples to yoo; the other, that yon onderstood when 
we had procured you a nmnsnb and titles, that the Nabob woi^d have 
ravonred you with a Jaguire, equal to the rank you received by yaur 
suniiod, but that to the writing of your letter, you not he^d 
Irom him concemhig it; that on account of the Inendship eubsiatlng 
he tween as, you desired w'c would apply to the Nabob and procure 
it, wc have with ((rent pleasure received, and are rejoiced to hear you 
are in good health, for which we retnm God thanks; .'Vgreeahlc^tg 
your orders, we addressed the Nabob to give you a ja^lre t he has 
long detemifned not to grant jagulres in the sobahshJp ct Bengal, 
Orissa Is poor, but if it is agreeable to you to have one the subah- 
ship of Bahar, it will be immediately granted you ; of Ibis I thought 
proper to advise you. Please to acquaint us with yom Tesolution 
an this affair. We are going to a place of dfivolLon with all our 
family in a day or two. aceonipanled by some ot the Nabob’s forces. 
By the favour of Cod we hope to return in she weeks. 


The Seths were to a considerable degree cynical in offering 
Clive the quit-rent of an estate situated in a border pros'ince 
over which the Nawab had least control, and was nmv on the 
point of being invaded by a formidable army. Their answer 
was, as Clive ten years later told the House of Commons, 
an evasive one.*‘ He never wrote or thought more on the 
subject until he received the following letter from the Seths 


on June 1: 

" Some time ago we were favoured with an obUgtag letter from 
vou to this purport, that you had been honoured with a munsub, 
of the rank of 6000. and the command of 5000 horse from the presence ; 
and that we, who are your faithful servants, had 
simuod, but that as yet no Jaijuii granted far Um s^e 

and desiring that we would address the Nabob as we thought proper 
OD that affair, and procure Ibc iagulTe, which would ^ye yyu 
faction—Agreeable to your orders we often remuidEd him of It 
lie hUns«lI was contriving about it; we h^c lately addrcMe 
again, and he informs us, that he has pitched on a place for join 
iamilrc in the subahship of Bengal; and by the blessing, when you 
return to this dty, an accouat thereof will he deUvered to you. 


The nature nf the estate, *' where ot what value it was to 
be,” was, as Clive told the House of Commons, carefully con¬ 
cealed. The Seths were anxious that & suggestion they had 
made to the Nawab should not be subject to criticism and 
objection before it was carried into cflect. Tlvey hod pro- 
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posed to him that the quit-Tent p^iid by the Company to the 
Tfawab for the dh^Lrict arotind Calcutta should be paid to 
Clive as the customary eoiolumeiit of the high office to whieh 
the lilogiil Emperor hod appointed him- The Nawab promptly 
adopted the suggestion. He was so heavily in debt to 
the Company that he was certain that he would never 
receive in cash the rent. The Mogul Emperor liad bestowed 
a title of nobility on Clive^ and by the Mogul constitution an 
estate to support the title had to be found in Bengal to be 
granted to Clive. It was a clever act of diplomacy for the 
Nawab, after he had reedved full accounts of the flight of 
the Shahs&ada and the complete success of Clive's expedition^ 
to state that he felt urged by a sense of gratitude to settle 
the question of the jagMre. Hastings at the dose of a letter 
to Clivcp dated April *24, says 3 

He (the Nabob) esepresses Lhe luosi grateful sense of the services 
wMch you have performed for him, and declared |g me hi& resolution 
to u&E every means la his power to procure an order Trofn tile Court 
for your Jaghire, being ashamed that you should do so much lor him 
without the prospect oI reaping any advantage to yourself by it.** 

The Nawab had already authorised the Seths to state 
that he would immediately grant a faghire in Bengal^ and there 
was no mention of procuring an order from the Imperial Court. 

At the close of June, when Clive was approaching Mur- 
shidabad on bis return from Patno^ the Nawab took advantage 
of an interview with ilr, Sykes, who was acting as Resident 
for Hastings, to dwell on the great service that Cbve liad 
rendered him by the defeat of the Shahzada. 

" men Honed also," Sykes told the ITouse of Commons, '* that 
he owed his government to Colonel Clive before, and Ciis was the 
seeand lime he was indebted to him for It i that he had been o means 
of having honours conlerred on Colonel Ghve* in creating him an 
Omrah of the empire, but that he had given him nothing to support 
those liunours; he had frequently had It In his thoughts, but had 
never Entered Eipon it seriously till now; that he had had thoughts 
of giving lum a Jaghtm fn the Patna province, but found it would he 
attended with InconvEBieace to the officers of his govcmmeiil, and 
that JuggiiLseat had laden upon a method of obviating those diffi¬ 
culties, by giving him the quit rent arising from the lands ceded to 
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the Company to the Southward of Calcutta 
Interfere the least with his government, 
relatiun to the Company’s affairs. 


; that he thought it would 
ami stood the clearest In 


Sjrkes further informed the Committee of tlie House that 
the TJavrab requested that he w'ouJd inform him 

" when he heard of the Colonel’s coming down the county, and In 
the mean time he would prepare an Instrument cahed the jaglure, 
that he would give the Colonel the meetlna. dcsirtd the witness s 
attendance at the time it was to be presented ; thnt the witnCM did 
attend him, in company with Jugutsent imtl other penions, and met 
the Colonel two miles to the north of the city, when, alter some con- 
versaUon betwint the Nabob and Colonel CMve, the Nabob «ttred, and 
Juggntseat, in the presence of the witness, and lie thinks of Mr. Scrar- 
lon, presented him, from the Nabob, with the JagUire. 


Sykes, being further asked whether Jie conceived tlie 
luent delivered by “Juggutseat" to Lord Clive to be tbcDiwau’s 
aunnud, or an order from the Nabob to the Company to pay 
the quit-rent, said: “ Whether it was one or the other he could 
not answer; that he only saw it inclosed in a sUken bag, and 
it was not opened at the time it was presented to Colonel 
Clive, and he never saw it opened.’* Clive in his evidence 
declared on his honour, ** when the Nabob presented him the 
Jaghirc he did not know what that Jaghire Was, had not the 
least idea of the amount of it, nor of its being the quit-rent 
upon the Company’s lands ; and that he did believe the Nabob 
gave him that Jaghire in consequence of the services he Had 
rendered him, which have been stated by Mr, Sykes. Clive 
being asked on whose application he was made an Omrah, 
said; “ At Meer Jaffler’s i hut he applied to Meet Jattier to 
make the application to the Mogul.” Immediately following 
tins statement We find this most important passage in the 
Report from the Select Committee: 

Sanir day A alter Ihls c^^dellce ’sras pveTi» Lord Qi^e ac<iuiiintisd 
the Gommlltee^ That lapon recoUcctlon he tods be was mistaken m 
the answer he made to thenbove question, and bis aJiswer to it now 
* By Meer Jollier's to the Moguls and without any application on nis 
Lordship's p^-'* 
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Soon after receiving the piiritcrnmi/i* or document assign- 
uig the quit^rent^ CliTe proceeded from Marshiiiabad to Cal¬ 
cutta.^ On September 5 the purwannah, a transUtioa by 
Hastings, was sent by the Council at Calcutta, In December 
the Court of Directors was ad^rised of the grant made to Clive 
and a copy of the punuannah sent to them. hi consequence 
of which/’ the Bengal Goverament wrote» ^''we have paid to 
Colonel Clive what was before paid the Siibah^ and shall con¬ 
tinue in future to account witli iiiin instead of the Govern- 
ment/’ The Court of Directors did not nt the time raise any 
objection to the transaction It created the singular position 
of Clive being the feudal superior cjf hw own masters, bufc 
this was preferable to the feudal sirperiority of the Nawab 
over the Company’s territory. The Nawab^s superiority had 
already created considerable friction. He had used it as 
instrument for obtaining large loans, and, what was more 
important, he had exercised certain rights in the administration 
of the territory which the feudal superiority gave him. The 
policy of the Nawab was by an allianec with the French and the 
Dutch to force the British to renounce all their pegtiniary and 
territorial claims. The policy of Clive was to free the Com¬ 
pany from all pecuniary and territorial cltunts of the Nawab* 
It is evident from the subsequent conduct of the Court of 
Directors that some of them^ in giving their sanction to the 
trjmsaction^ were influenced by the idea that, when an oppor- 
time moment came, it would be easier and simpler to cease 
paying the rent to Clive or his successor than to the Sovereign 
of Bengal. 

Lord Hacoul&y, who questioned the propriety, polilicnlly 
and ecanomieiillyt of Clivers acceptance of the pecuniary icw ard 
bestowed on him by Meer Jaffier after Plasseyt considered lus 
iicccptanee of the ja^hirc proper. He writes: "^Thi^ present 
we tliink Clive justified in accepting. It was a present 'which^ 
from its very nalnre, could be no secret. In fact, the Com- 

* Sdect Oennn^tte^fe 2SU]i June, 175® ; Gh^left Manningliajn, President. Lettex 
from Colonel dive ailvfaiQg his flarival at Mnxodobstl and esrpeclEitlop of rendiih^ 
Calciitte in a few tluyi. 
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pany itsetf hk tenant, and by its auquieseence, sigoineil 
its approbation of Meer Jaflier's grant/' 

It was not a present* It was tfie fixed emolument of tbe 
high oSice and title iMistowed on ]iim by the Mogul Emperor 
for great semce rendered to the Mogul Empire, The jaghire, 
as Maca^ilay states* could from very nature be no secret^ 
but he loses sight of the fact that Clive made no secret of the 
gifts made to him by Meer Jaftier after Plassey.^ The Com¬ 
pany's recognition was extended equ&lly to bothi “ The 
grant,* ^ as Mill states, amounted to the enormous sum of 
£30,000 per But neither Mill nor any other writer 

ha^ noticed the fact that it was the exact pay of the office 
bestowed on CHve- The yearly pay of a jVa/Mo6idar of 6.000 
hetrse was 300,000 rupee^s, or £30,000. Macaulay does not 
grapple with prosaic details, hut deab with broad generalisa¬ 
tions, and touches what may be called obvious moralities : 

Xq thing Is more cluar than that a general ought to be the servant 
of bis own govemmeol, and of no other* It follows that whatever 
rewards he receives lor his services ought lo be given either by his 
own government, or with Lhe full knowledge and approbation of his 
own gOYenunent. This rule ought to be strictly mamLained even 
with respect to the merest bauble^ with respect to a cross, a medal, 
or a yard o-f coloured riband. But hotv' can any govcTtiinmt be weli 
served, it those who command its forces are at liberty* without its 
permission, without Its privily, to accept princely fortunes Irani its 
allies ? 

Clive was the servant not of a government^ but of a tratling 
company who paid their servants salaries on which they could 
not possibly exist-r because they permitted them to add to 
their pittance by embarking in private trade ajid accepting 
large rewards from the native chiefs. The magnitiide of the 
sums has eoloured the judgment on the transaetions. Bot 
they are small when compared with the enormous salaries 
the Mogul Emperor allowed his governors. The English after 

^ ^fa^lauluy, wrlUog about the&G gilts, vtaUsfi: '' Though Clhv dM ont dtsi- 
liactly acquaint hlK ^mplDyers with what had taken place, anil requsrd Oi^ 
tandiou, he did not^ on the other hand, by coDEstfllitieiit. ihow that he 

WidB consciaua of having done wrongr'* Olve mail dtsUnotly aci|iiaJaLed IfaB 
Chalrmiui nf the Caiirt wltli what had taken place. 
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Plassey maintained the custom of their predecessors. In 1765 
the salary of one of the native naibs or depi^ties under the 
British Government was £90,000, two others got £20,000, and 
one got £10.000. At that time a Memher of Council was 
paid 800 rupees a month, and Warren Hastings got 30 rupees 
extra for reading prayers. It was Olive who foresaw the 
evil of a system which brought on the subsequent acts of 
oppression and corruption, and it was in vain that he urged 
upon the Court of Directors that the only remedy lay m allow¬ 
ing Uberol salaries and the abolition of private trade and all 
per(]ui5it6S Bud ^moluincnts- 

Regarding the jaghirc transaction there is not the faintest 
trace of oppression or oomiptiou. The £30,900 a year i^as 
not, as it has often been stated, the gift of a grateful Na^b. 
It was the custoniary income attached to the “ most Noble 
Title " and office bestowed upon Clive by the Mogul Emperor 
for great services rendered in trushing the rebellion of his 
son and restoring peace to one of the greatest provinces of 
the Mogul Empire- By the constitution of the Mogul Govern¬ 
ment the Nawab of Bengal was bound to find the annual 

income. . 

Soon after Clive’s return to Calcutta from his expedition 

against the Shalizada a new and unexpected danger arose. 
News reached him that the Dutch were fitting out smd embark¬ 
ing at Batavia a powerful armament. Its destination was 
not known, but it was rumoured to be for Bengal. On July 31 
he sent n letter to Mecr Jaftier through Warren Hastings, who 
replied on the 25th ns follows r 

“ 1 wailed on the Nabob last night with your IxUer & acquainted 
him with the Armament set on Fool at Batavia & with your Advice 
to him on that Head. He replied that Cutiac was not properly under 
his Jurrisdictian, hut that be would late efleclual care to guard the 
uasses of Mirinupoor (beyond which countiy his Authority did not 
Mtcnd) in case tlic Mulch should attempt lo come by that Quarter; 
And that he would give orders to Ameerbeg to foUow such Directions 
as ho should receive from you bi order to obstruct their Entrance by 
the way of fugallee. 

“The Nabob seemed to he ol Opinion that St was very piubahle 
the Dutch bad lonocd Some design against this Province, adding 
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as a r.r> nHn nfltian of bis suspicion Iblit Iboy liart applied to film Some 
limo a^o for a Du stick to bring a Quantity of Salt Petre Iroin the 
Province of 0»d, in order to supply the DeDdcncy of their Invest* 
ment at Patna^ This the Nabob thought it prudent to refuse Ibem, 
But he has Since leanit that thry had obtain'd Soja Dowlul's Consent 
for the cslabllshmcat of a Factory In that Province, A entered into 
other Engagements with him ; And that they sent him a Irlezeranna 
to a ConEiderabie Amount about 3 months ago, In Money, Broad 
Cloth & other valuable Comraodillcs—What furUicr design they may 
have in this step does not appear, but as 1 believe there is no passage 
from Suja Dowlnl's TcirltoTies, escept by the Ganges, it can hardly 
be praclicabie for them to Carry do any Trade from thence without 
Opening a Way thro" Bengal, which has been positively denied them 
by the Nabob, unless they have thoughts of Effecting It by Force.” 

The Knwab had. countenanced an intrigue with the Dutchi 
but the recent decisive suecess of the British mode him cautious. 

Oft August 4 Hastings wrote to Clive : 

" I forgot to Inform you before that wben I told tbe Nabob of the 
News of the Anonmetit sent from Batavia, he declared to me that 
he would send to the Dutch A acquaint them that if they hrought 
any armed Forces Into his Country be would look upon them os 
Enemies, & treat them accorcHngly. This purpose he informs me 
he has since put in ErcecuLlon.” 

The Jfawab sent a pHrrentmoA to the Dutch Governor 
forbidding tbe Dutch to bring any troops into bis country. 
He forwarded a copy to Clive, and at the same time demanded 
that Clive, by virtue of the treaty subsisting with the English 
troops, should join his forces in repelling any invaders. Early 
in August a Dutch ship arrived in the river with European 
troops and Buggoaa, mercenary soldiers from the Malay Penin¬ 
sula.* Clive at once informed Meer Jaffier, who was greatly 
embarrassed at the news. He, however, sent another written 
cominaiid to the Dutch and ordered the Military Governor of 
Uugli to join Clive with a body of troops. He also repeated 
bis demand of resistance from the Company: 

" To the Nawah's first purwamiab the Dutch sent a reply and 
solemn promise of obedlecce to Eils orders; to the second, they as 
solemnly assured him the ship which was errived came in by accidenl 
for water and provisions ; that she was drove from her destined port 

1 “A XHiTnUve ol tbe Disputes with the Dutch Jn Bengal," drawn up in 
November elUier by UUse Mnuclf or by Stmehey. 
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of Nagapaiam by stress ol weather, and that she and her troops should 
Icare the river as soon ns they "WBre supplied," * 


Clive, however, in spite of the&e solemn assurances, eon- 
Bidercd it adWsable to post troops at Jannoki Fort and Charnock 
Battery on the other side of the river, with orders to search <01 
boats and vessels that passed up the river without giving them 
further molestation. The Dutch authorities remonstrated 
vigorously, and Clive and his CoimcLl repUed 

" that, as princfpnifi, we had, by the custom and laws oI uatiens, a 
riflht to search aU vessels whatever, advancing up this river, not 
kiiOTdiig but they migbl inlJWiliice French Iroops Into- the coiiiitTy j 
ati<I that as aujdtiarles to the Mogul, wc ’were under a nec^s^Uy^ by 
sDleinn treaty, to Join his Viceroy in apposing the mtrodueboo of any 
European or foreign troops whatever Into Beng^; and that we 
should absolutely and religiously do our duly to the utmost of our 
strengUi and power in both capacities." 


The Dutch vessel departedr ^Lnd friendly relations ’were 
TMumed with the jmthorities fit Chinsura, September passed: 
no news was heard of the Dutch arnminent. and there w'as tlmt 
delusive sign, so cominon in Eastern lands, of all being quiet. 

Clive was now most anxiomi to return to England. The 
constant strenuous work, the grave responsibilities which had 
rcfled on him ever since he landed at Calcutta, and the climate 
of Bengal Imd told severely on his health. The cruel malady, 
which had tormented hinj all Ids life, again threatened him. 
A dispatch from the Court caused him to boil wi th resentment, 
and he decided that by returning to England be woiJd be 
better able to procure the adoption of the measures wliich 
he considered necessarj^ for the prosperity and securit}- of the 
conntn' to whose welfare Ins life was entirely devoted. The 
dispatch which excited Clrvc’s resentment was dated March 23, 
17511, and it announced tlwt the Court had annulled the appoint' 
ment of Colonel Forde to the Bengal command, and had 
appointed Colonel Eyre Coote to it. The dispatch stated that 
the great advantages and benefit that roust arise to us by 
connecting the King's and our own forces under one commander 
is obvious, and leave no room to employ Colonel Forde.” The 
^ A NcuTiilivc of liic vtillL LLe Diibcb in BdiijuL.’"' 
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General Letter also uiformed the Bengal Government that 
they were not again to appoint to a tetupot&ry vacancy in 
the chief eommand of the forces in Bengal^ but to leave the 
choice, should a vucaney occur* to Stringer Laivrenee, who 
commanded the Madras troops. Clive objected to the dis¬ 
patch both on public and private grounds- He considered 
that the appoint nxeut of Eyre CootCi a Kiiig^& officer^ was a 
surrender to the pretensions of the officers of the Royal service 
who refused to recognise tlmt the cojiiinissions of the Company 
gave any vaBd rank. They also refirsed to recognise any 
authority except that of the Grown. Clive remembered tlxat 
the pretensions of Colonel Adlcrcron had seriously endangered 
the success of the expedition sent to recover Beiignl. He 
hddp and rightly held, that the Governors of the three Pre¬ 
sidencies should be vested with supreme authority over both 
civil and military aftairs. Eyre Coote had been, the jimior 
of Fordfi in Adlercron's regiment* and be considered that 
Forde having joined the Company's sendee should have been 
no bar to bis being elevated to tile station of Coinmander-in- 
ChieC^ Tie also considered that Eyre Coote was not fit to 
hfild an office of so serious aud important a nature which 
involved so much responsibility. 

Eyre Cootc":^ failure in the expedition agahist Law* his 
interference in political mattersi Ills keen desire to embarlr 
in trade^ had created in Clivers memory a strong prejudice 
against hinn When Clive was about to start on Ids first 
expedition to Patna, Eyre Ooote volunteered bis services* and 
Clive UTote as follows ; 

L'nExSCll Gardens, 

Nop. ITiA 1757. 

Sm+—-I return yon many thanks ior the Offer you mailc of your 
Service on the prescjit ExpefillituiT which wiH be n Iasi in g proof of 
your Zeal and attachment for the Company^ Interest. It would 
give me a real pleasure If I could accept of Jt without giving Umbrage 
to the Conipanys Oflleers, whicb of consequence mu&t prove hurtful 
to the Service. I ^ gfr 

Your mo&L Obedient hnmblc Ser\‘aiit 

Robt. Clive. 


To Eyh£ Coote Rsqe. 
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Eyre Coote had received the Jocal brevet rank of major, 
and as the battalions were commanded by captains, he would 
have superseded Iheni, though they were men of long service* 
Eyre Cootc Mras a vigorous cbampion of the rights, privileges, 
and rank of a Royal olbeeT- Clive, though he now held the 
King’s commission, had won his glory in the Company’s amiy, 
and it was only natiiral and right that he jfhould guard its 
officers from supersession, and from losing the power and 
opportunity of winning honest fame- Coote’s regiment Imd 
been recalled to England^ at the dose of 1757 he left 
India. As a ^nior King^s officer who was present at the 
great victory which excited the enthusiaii^u] of the nation, his 
reception in England wus aJl tiiat ]iis vanity and ambition 
coufd crave. Owing to his account of the Plassey campaign 
the belief arose that it w'as Evtc Cootc and not Clive to whom 
the credit must be given for the vietori,', and the belief was 
current until it was shattered by Eyre Coofee^s own evidence 
before the Committee of the House of Commons. 

Eyre Coote returned to England w^ith a* small fortune. 
He was well bom, he had, a comrade states, “ a fascinating 
nneiit'^ nnd be soon became popular in general society. Lead¬ 
ing men of letters sought bis aequaintnnee, nnd prominent 
statesmen showed him marked attention* The Court of 
Directors received him with distinction^ and he became an 
intimate friend of Lawrence Sulivim* the chairman. He 
attracted the notice of t^^iHiam Pitt, who sanctioned the 
raising of a regiment under bb command for service in Imlia^ 
On January 20, 1750, Eyre Coote was gazetted Colonel of the 
aitJx Regiment, the rank assigned to the newly raised corps. 
The Court of Directors appointed him conunander of the 
Bengal forces with the option of remaining in Madras if he 
considered it necessary* Eyre Coote with Ida regiment sailed 
at once with two men-of-war and a convoy of East ludiamcn. 
About the dose of July five companies of the 84th landed 
at Madras, and on 

“27th October 1759, Between 8 and 9 o'clock the evening 
anchored in the H^d His Majesty's Ship Qu^aitforvugA also the 
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Hoti'ljle Comp^kny's Ships A/hTi Slormonl and Houghion with Cojonel 
Coote and the rentalnder of hh BattnliQn do hoard/" ^ 

The official Intintation of Eyre Coote's appointment renched 
Calcutta in August.^ On tho 20th Clive wrote to Vansittart 
that the expected Reinforcements both of Siiips wl'* Men 
will in My Opinion p’ut Bengal out of ad other danger but 
that of Comiption & V'cnality*^'^ He added: 

All things eon^lflereti my design is to get with the eX' 

pedlHon io England for wMch pnrpole 1 am parLlcuIarZy^ desire ns 
of lifivlng the Hoyal George stni here that 1 may nm thro\ supposing 
I set otit in January I may Arrive the beginning of May% and an 
Answer to my ptuposaJs may come to hand by the Utter end of the 
same Year, my intenllunSi arc Co get you flxt m this Govenim? A to 
have Ffsrde & CnIUaud at the head of the Military & if possible prevaU 
upon the Dlreeturs (lor it entirely depends upon them) to apply to 
his Majesty for Commissions of Major Generals for the Governors 
for the time being of the three Presidencies, ii my InLerest pre\-alls 
1 Oatter my self I shall have rendered the Company more Service 
by my return lo Ed gland than by my stay In Bengal, if nut, I shall 
be veiy^ glad to have quitted the Service, if a Peace be upon the 
Tapis 1 may he of some use Hicewisc for convinced I am the Directors 
are not Masters sufQrlently of the Subject &. will probably conclude 
a peace in Europe which cannot posslbl^^ he abided by In the East 
lpdlcs> I have rneutioricd nothing more of my InteiiGons Co Mr^ 
Figat than getting him the Bank of u Major General^ this wiU 1 hope 
induce him to send the itogol in which I Persuade my sell 

your Interest win not be watitlug/'* 

On tlie fciUowiiig day he infomied Pigot that they had 
giv™ carders to Forde to return to Bengal^ and four days 
after he Y^fotn to Fordo: 

" 1 can easdy conceive such Rank ^ honor bestowed fl LliJnk 
I may say without Satteiy} on one so much your inferior ki every 
Respect, must give you much concern, I assare you d has affecled 
me greatly and t& one of my principal motrvea for wanting to push 
home with the utmost Kvpcdition on the Rt^gal Gwue, I flatter myself 
the Request I have to make wiU not he denyed me* w^hJeh is that 
you wld stay in Bengal ail next VcaCp provided Coote remain6 on 
the Const, iS wltliLn that time I do not get you a Colonel or a Lieu¬ 
tenant Colon era Commissloji and an Appointment of Comroander in 
Chief ul all Ihe Forces in India I will Irom that Instant decline oil 
further transactions with Directors & East India Aflairs, if 1 Leave 

^ *' SelectluRS Iram Lbe Mmlru Rfccenls," edited by G. \V- Forresu 
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tills Place the beginning of Jan=^ 1 shall cortalnlj- reach England some 
time in June and nn answier to my soUeltnfions may be rec^ in Oct' 
or Nov’ the DUigeal (eTl this Place in Sfpt' with the News of Placis 
QQi] the Pfff bro* us nii Acc* of Iter Arrival in August, my vievrs in 
going home ci^tend still farther, which are to Vansittart appointed 
my Successor, for sure I ajn there Is no I one person besides hJmscII 
capable of brlngbig so ijreat and glorious a Goveminent to perfection, 

E there sIid” be a peace I conclude your slay In India vrUl neither 
be agreeable to tJio Company or yourself, tivil if the War continues 
1 do not despair of hearing your reputation is still further conjlrmed 
by the Capture of Pondicheiy." 

The aefects of Eyre Coote 'si'cre just of that kirtfl that 
would be most irritating to the eye of CUve. Jlv was way¬ 
ward and capricious, always dissatisfied with the amount of 
bis allowances, and so full of crotchets that it was a hard 
matter, as Warren Hastmgs and the Madras Govcrmiient dis¬ 
covered, to deal with him, ^ Clive bad then had no opportunity 
of discovering that Eyre Coote was a consumniate master of 
the art of War. 

Forde, on hearing of his supersession, wrote to the Madras 
tJovermneut on October 8 : 

"As the Directors have not appruved of the Iransacfioui of Uie 
Gentlemen of Bengal with regord to me, 1 uow find myself at bberiy 
to resign tbe service and shall bake my passage to Bengal on the Leopard 
and from thence to Europe by the first opportuuily. 1 have delivered 
to Cap' Tryon the letters brought by Cap* Bortlav, und the riec and 
wheat I have sold here and given credit for It In the paymaster's 
account, I should not have lakon the liberty to deioin the Leopard 
were I not empowered so to do by the Gentlemen of Bengal," 


On the 15th Forde, accompanied by Knox, sailed from 
Masulipatani, and it was well that lie detained the Leopard, 
snow, for his presence was urgently needed in Bengal. 

^ole: " I liave avotUEiJ every kind ot intHlcreuce in 
the ml1ltar> depart^eot, even to privale reconuiiendatlcine, and ejideavanrail 
oI public attcQlJon and personal kludnew to ievurellU ccnildeacE' 
My letters beta nlj tneodly to liko, his to me all petulant iiri 
I know not why or for wliaL" Jostaa Dn Pr*. novWnr nf ?* ’ 

■' They Had Us vat an Offlcer tEyre (locta) as Ccmuuiiidar (n Chief who''^en 
he was In India beXorc, QitiuTelled eouUnnaily with holli Prcs(dL]Jv*’n2irJt- 
he ler^nad. They raise hbi Idea* at JUb own Importance 
power*, Rud here he enmes, lets hbiiMlf ^nye (hMtroul qnaiSi; 
and throws every thing Into ConlunJon ; and now he 

luy word lor It, Jf they do not let him rule and do w L ; 

he long In peace with Idm " ao as uc pleases, they will net 
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Otx October 3 the Select Committee at Calcutta received 
a letter from Madrid stating '"that the Dutch force of 500 
Europeans and 1^000 Malays is evidently Intended for Bengal/* 
On October 6 they received another letter from Fort St. George, 
dated the 10th ultimot "" advising of the Dutch being at 
NegapatanL^" Soon after seven Dutch ships, “ crammed with 
Sfjldiers^*^ says CJive, appeiired nt the mouth of the Hugli^ 
Meer Jaffiier iras then at Calcutta on a visit to Clive. He fmd 
invite;]d the Duteh^ but on hearing of their arrival he assumed 
aji Oriental air of indifference winch Western diploniats cannot 
' imitate with success. He would go at once, he declared,, to 
the town of Hugh. He would compel the Dutch to i^end 
away their ships and troops, or drive them out of the province- 
lie departed, but he did not go to Hugh. W^arren Hastings 
wrote to Clive i 

** Every Day's Transactlonis conOrm Die niorv A more In the 
Opinion that the Nabob is acting a treaGberous Part with you. His 
Agreement with you was to send for the Dutch when he came to 
MiigLlcy,, A offer them the Terms whJch you had consented to, which 
If they accepteti A dismissed their Slilps with the Forces newly arrived, 
lie wcuid depart to the City, but if they he&iiatqd at his PmposalSi 
he w'ould instantly send for Forces trom Mnrshcdahafl & never leave 
ibem till he had driven liitm out of the Coontry. How dliTcrent bis 
Real S^ntlm^nts nre from this Declnration has I ttdnk cvldenlly 
appeared from his Behavior to the Dutch since his Arrival here. 
Yesterday was the Time first appointed for the lutcrview with the 
Dqlcbj but Deferred for fear of disobliging them, Llitre not having 
been provided A number of KalInnU satDclent for the whole Company 
that was to wait upon him. This Evening tbe Visit was made in 
great Form A stole. The Persons who formed the Rroeessiou where 
Mr. Veraetl with four of lUc CoimcU, four OEUccrs^ Two Dewans & 
the Vackeel preceded by an hundred Soldiers, An hundred Sl Eight 
Scepys, A a Multitude of Burgundnsses And Ptoiis fullow'tng in the 
Rear. The Nabob received them very gmclously seated on a Choir 
A embraced the five Gentlemen^ whijsi Seeboo bohboo stands hehind 
him, acquainted him with the Name of each as they approached, 
together with their severoj Appointments. UtHe Conversation passed 
between Dtem except Compilmcut^, the Nabobs telling them to carry 
on their Business as formerly, & promising them upon 0%'ery' Occasion 
his Favor A protection. To Mr. Vemelt be gave a Dress & Sirpacber 
to the other GcnDemeii of the Coimdl, the Officers, Dewatis A Vackeel 
he gave each a Dress^ A dLsipissed them desiring them to come Eigain 
in the Mortiiiig, when he would confer with tliem in private/* ^ 

* Fowls 
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Clive WHS not surprised by Ha^in^* letter^ He Imd a 
suspicion that tlic Dutch Lad the Nawab's consent to bring 
up their troops. As was his wont, he took an immediate 
resolution; he determined to bar their passage by land or 
water. Ho sent detachments to reLuforce Tantia Fort and 
Chariiock Battery, mounted heavy cannon on them, and 
dispatched orders to the only three Indianien in the river^ — ^ 
the CaktiUu^ Captain Wilson, the Dukr of Doi-efy Captain 
Forester, and the Captain Sampson—to follow up 

the Dutch vessels to Fort William. He also planted heavy 
camion on the newly erected face of the fort. He put the 
militia under arms and recalled the troops from Fatna^ At 
the beginning of Kovember the i^opard, snow, sailed up the 
river with Forde and Knox on board- Clive placed Knox in 
coinmand of the Taima and Charnoek batteries, Forde, 
though he had retired from the service, most obligingly 
and readily at the Governor"s request took upon him tlie 
command of the remaining troops in the garrison-” Holwell, 
who had just returned from England, was otdered to take 
charge of Fort William with the miUtia, consisting of about 
25D Europeans besides some of the Portuguese mhahitnnts. 
Clive divided “ his attention and presence between both 
divisIonSi those at Charnock and those in the field.^ 

During this period the Dutch sent a long memorandum 
to Clive and the Counci] rccapituiating tbeh grievances and 
threatening reprisals if tliC English persisted in searching 
their boats and obstructing the advance of their troops up 
the river* The Bengal Government replied that they had 
never insulted their colours or attacked, or touched, their 
property, or mfringed their privilegejs* With respect to bring¬ 
ing troops into Bengal, their advance had been opposed by 
orders from the Viceroyi and under the Emperor his inasteFs 
colours, and by bis trtx>ps j that they must apply therefore 
to him, and that we were ready to interpose our friendly 
offices to mitigate his resetitmeut/* ** This, it may be thought,'’ 
says Clive, savoured a little of audacity.” It certainly 
^ ** A Xarrative oi tlie DJjpulcs wUh ttie Dutda In BEng^.L'^ 
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enraged the Uuteb. Xhey seized seveo small KagHsh vessels 
lying near the CMutb of the river, nwde prisoners of the cap- 
tains and officers, and tnuisfcrred the guns and stores to 
their own ships. They then limded troops at Falta and 
Tlajopore, They tore down the British colours and burnt the 
bouses and ejects of the Company's tenants, 

Clive’s position was one of extreme delicsicy and res^ousi- 
biUty. If tire Dutch ships persisted in passing the batteries, 
would he be justified in conuuencing hostilities against an ally 
of England ? “ In this situation,” says Clive, "■ we anxiously 

wished the next hour would bring us news of a declaration 
of war with Tlolland; which ive had some reason to expect 
by our la.st advises from England,” The outrages decided 
him. Believing tliat the Dutch would not have dared to be 
guilty of them unless they hod Jieard of a rupture between 
the two nations, or that tlie Xawab Imd promised to join them 
or remain neutral, he deterniiimd at once to take action. He 
first wrote to the Nawah and informed him of the outrages. 
The Dutcli, he added, had commenced actual war. He did 
not wish the Nawab to send his son or any part of his army 
to the assistance of the British. But if he wanted to “ show 
his sincerity and attachment,” he should surround their sub¬ 
ordinate establishments ” and distress them iiv the country 
to the utmost.” 

Meanwhile Bisdom, the Director of Chinsura, had written 
to tlic Kawab several letters. In the first he states t 

■■ Our seLlJemenL w’Ss established here long before the EogUsh 
and oLber asiLlons entered this kingdom, of whidi we were eye wit¬ 
nesses : Our power was then greater as well as our trade, but now 
we perceive, that both our power. Interest, and wealth, are lost, whilst 
that of other nations daily increase : In this case, what recourse have 
we left t Our dishonour and shame is almost inevitable. 

For this reason, and for the security of our posBOssions, as well 
as for the service ol your excellency, I have sent for troops Into this 
country ; You are our mastfir and sovereign ; and therefore I hope 
for your protcctloa, and wail yonr orders to bring our troops to this 
place." 

lu the second letter Bisdum expresses extreme surprise 
that the Nawab during Ids stay at Calcutta had entered into 
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an ii£r€6nient to fortify Pert TaJina and. had given a note to 
the English directing them to oppose tlie coming up of tlieir 
army. 

" All these things eonsldered, it seems ploin to ns, that your 
excellency djtj not enter Into the agreement, or gave this onler fmm 
any ill opMon of os; but it is oJJ to be Imputed to the overbearing 
spirit of the Engbsh ; But if any one enters into an agreement lb rough 
force or (Uilress, and afterwards docs not abide by It, he will stand 
jnstifled by the laws of God and man; particularly the Gaveraor 
oI a kingdom, who wishes for nothing else but the good of Ids country, 
and the prosperity of hla people. 

I am therefore in hopes, through your Jastice and favour that 
you will recede fnenn your agreement and order, and that we slinll 
obtain an order from your excellent, for the biin^g up of our army ; 
and also, that a positive order may be given to tlie English, on no 
account to molest them, for we ticnt for tlie said army to this country, 
ill consequence of your directions." 

Meer Jaffier was not pleased at heuig reminded timt he 
liad invited, the Dutch force, and tve find the foliovHng from 
Bisdom : 

" The wrathful ietteir you wrote to me I have received, and H 
has given me inexpressible uneasiness :—The troops were not called 
here at my own desire, nor did [ Iniagine they would ever have come 
to action, and fully Inlended to have returned them by the ships 
when they sailed for Europe I'hcy were hmught here for the security 

or the ships: This i acquainted your excellency of several times._ 

louring lliefr slay in cump they molested jio man, nor had any dis¬ 
turbances with the country people; this also you are wcD assured 
of.^It wuB never my intention they should fight f hut the English 
hoisted Moops colours, and luunediutely came down upon Lbcm, and 
a battle ensued. Your excrtkiicy is the magistrate of Justice, and 
therefore I desire you will interfere r—I was desirous that some 
advantage should arise to the riuls from the sale of the good? when 
they were brought up, and inletnied to have laden on board the ships 
the salt pelre and other goods that were bought, and with the people 
that came here, dispatched them to Europe ; hut the English would 
not permit the boats to passI .-jm wUling to act np to our agreement 
and hope your excellency will adhere to it also; In this we entlrelv 
depend on your favour. The Company have for a long time carried 
on trade here; and therefore eumestly desire you wiu continue to 
them your favour and prutecUon, as we are not able of ouisclves to 
root Out diir enemies." 

On November IB^ Forde left Cnlcuttn and mnrehed to 

Not tile 19tli, 01 prlutcai lo MdleoLni. 
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Chitapur and thence sent a strong detachment to take posses- 
si on of the house of tho Dutch Company at Barnagore- On 
the lath Bisdom and the Dutch Council wrote to ** Robert 
Clive Esq., colon^ of his Britannic 5fcijesty''s foreea, and 
governor^ for the English East India company* in Bengal; 
and to the gentlemen of the council,** as follow^^; 

We have received, with the utmost sumrize, the disagrtcable 
news, that some of your European dependaBtSj aecompunled by one 
handred and flfly jicpoys, cmne this momLog to Barnagore, and 
demanded the keys of otir company’s house Lliere, and alterwards 
hoisted tliereon the English flag/' 

They demanded that the^'^ nught be informed immediately 

" whether you are resolved to declare war against ns i OTt without 
previous declaration, cnronience it ; ftud besides, in consequence of 
this, that you acquaint ns, as soon as possible, wlicilier the aforesaid 
troops were authorized by you to su hostile a conduct; and whether 
or no they are to proceed farther by your orders.” 

Tlie next day the Dutch dispatched ^ second letter in 
which they stated that they 

*' bad thi& fresh mortificallonj not without the grealesl surprifet to 
^00 ourselves insulted, in an hostile manner, by yotu dependants, 
supported by some sepoys : as, in coming down the river, they had 
the assurance, wUhiu sight nod reach of our forts, to bre shaip Eihot 
an otir Vessels lying here at anchor.'^ 

After expressing a decided opinion that these acts of 
violence Imve been done by your orders/* they proceeded 
most politely to state that 

** we doubt not you wiE readily arid nalurally fudge that It randot be 
laken amiss of us, or in the lesst misconstruid, if we now infonn you» 
that we have been constrained to recede, in this case, front ™r wonted 
moderation^ and witli force to repel such tllfiturbcrs of the peace ; 
having found by experience there was no dealing with such persons 
without employing I he Ute compnlsory means,” 

The letter ooucludcd in an unctuous strain: 

" We seek and aim at no thing else, as wc have already TnentEoded 
in our former letter^ than under the blessing uf heaven* to defend 
ourselves against all host He attacks and acts of violrnce whate ver : 
dud to do nothing in our present cjrciiiiistances, but what may itand 
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jusLLfird in the sight huth of God and man ; imd wbai the 

of the settlemenls, nghti, and privileges, entrusted to our carr, hy 

oiir lords and masters, may require at our hands.*' 

Meanwbilct the Dutch ships kept moving up the river with 
their captures and prisoners.^ 

On November 21 the Dutch vessels cast anchor in the 
offing of Sankeral, a point within cannon-shot of the English 
batteries/' On the 22iid they landed on the opposite shore 
700 Europeans and about 800 Bnggoscs^ “ and dropped down 
with their ships to llelaitcholy Point, the lower end of Llie 
reach, being near where our three 'ships lay/* “ The same day 
Captain Wilson, who comnuinded the Culcufia, wrote to the 
Dutch commodore “ that be was surprized to hear their troops 
bad debarked on the territory of the English cojupanv^ with¬ 
out permission obtained from the governor and council at 
Fort William.*' He assured him, if he ventured to laud a 
single man more, he should construe it as an act of hoKtility, 
and exert himself to the utmost to Gmk and disperse their 
ships* ^ 

Clive, on hearing that the Dutch after landi ng their troops 
had dropped down the river and so separated their ships from 
their troops, determined to attack them both by land and 
water. He ordered Kno>c to withdraw the detachment at the 
batteries and join Forde with the utmost speed. Me sent a 
message to Forde informing liim that he would be speedily 
reinforced. He also sent orders to Captain Wilson, “ the 
commodore of the English vessels,” to demand immediate 
restitution of our ships, subjects and property * or on refusal 
to fight, sink, bum, and destroy the Dutch ships. On the 
24th the demand was made and refused- Wilson had the 
three English East Indiamen “ well equipped for war/' says 
Orose. and their quarters lined with bags of salt petre to 

i** A. Nsmitive ot the Daspnlta n'itli thu Dnteli in 

*Ihid. Grose itutes: “VBelaw Um EngUsli vessei^''-wGrckse. VoL JL, 
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screen tbe toes from tUc shot.” The Dutch, whose superiority 
was iii niuiLbcrs and weight of metal, bad fouT Tessels of 36 
guns eai^bt three of 2H gtins each, and of 16 gims* They 
drew Tip in line of battle to receiye the advancing foe, who 
fnllowed their example. The first to engage was the Doraet^ 
The eaprieiniiis wind died away, and she had to hear alone 
an arduous contest. The continuous fire of the enemy almost 
tore her to pieces, and she had about ninety shot in her. 

A light breeze now arose., and the CutcMf/fl and 
creeping up, got alongii^ide of the enemy and opened fire with 
such tremendous effect that two of their sinaller vesseli^ bad 
to cut their cables and run, and the other wa,H driven ashore. 
For two hours the action continued with imabated vigour* 
The Dutch fought with their national ob^ftinatc coTirage. The 
deck of the the commodore’s sliip, wa^ streWed 

with the dead and woundedp James Zuy dlandt the eomiuodore, 
could fight no more- He struckt oud the rest foUo’wed his 
example except the second in command, “ who got elemr off 
by fighting his way, and fell dow*n to Culijec.** ^ Here he was 
captured by two British men-Qf-war» the Oxford luid Ro^at 
George^ that had just arrived in the river.. The loss by the 
Dutch in killed and wounded vras considerabletheir ships 
were seized and the prisoners taken to C&leutta. On the 
following day the Dutch suffered a decisive di^feat on land* 
On Xovenaber 22, 1759, Forde wrote to Clive from Cliitta- 
pore (Chitpur) as follows ; 

I have embarked the ArtUltry, Teuts^ and Stores in the Evening 
Shan embark the Iroops in order to lie In Ihe Boats and be la readiness 
to move Either up or Down pce-ording to the orders I shall receive. 
I have Sent four Boats up the river to give me IntrUJgence in case any 
numher of boats shou'd be In motion this way. i believe the Myn¬ 
heers are damn ably at a loss how to act upon this necuEions notwith¬ 
standing they have a Veldt Marsbai at their head.” 

The following day at S Forde again wrote thus: 

I ajn favourM with youre of Eleven O'ClocK this mornings and 
have already dispatch'd Harcars both up and down tlte river for 
inteliigence. 


* Gfoae, VftL II.. p. 374 
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I hnvt also detuch’d Ueut. Price \rith two Company^ of Sea- 
poys to take up the Post between S^n^mpore and the French Gardens 
which the Dutch Occupied last ni^t And shall ilarcli to Morrow 
Morning at day hCEak to Chardinagort if I receive no intelligence 
that may make It necessary to alter my intention.** 

On the mornijig of the 24th Forcle crossed the fiver lo 
SerampoTCj intending ta encimip between Chandemagore and 
CbLnsurn. On passing tbrough Cliandcmagorc he found the 
garrison of Chinsura posted in its mins^ supported hy four 
field-pieces. He soon dislodged them from their ambuscades» 
captured tjieir field-pieces, and pursued them to- the bounds 
of Chinsura. He was now joined by Captain Xnox» with- the 
troops from the battcricii. That day, Xovember 24, Forde 
wrote to Camac ; 

" I have received yoiir two letters with the news of Dutch ships 
surrendering and the arrival of CHiUnud, of both of ^hich I give yon 
joy. I sincerely rejoice at the arrival ol Giilllaud who h both willlne 
and capable of doing the Company all the service cati he expected irom 
any Officer. 1 forgot to znenUon in my letter to the GoW and CoimcdJ 
that we have wly lost two men killed and three or four wounded^ 
The Diitch ha\’^ lost tea or Lwelvc killed and about the same number 
wounded and Prisoners^ besides a good number wounded that ha\^ 
got Into the Fort, lam as weak ati water Irom niy late illness and 
should never have been able to keep up^ had I not dltmoiiuted one 
of OUT Gentlcinen Troopers aud laken Ids horse." 

Aialcolm writes: 

It is stated upon good authority, that foreseeing this advanlage, 
but acting with the cantion which the attack upon the troops of a 
Eiiropcan nation not Ju ^ state of war required. Colonel Fordo wrote 
a note, stating^ * that If he had the Order in Conned, he could attack 
the Dutch, with a fair prospect of destroying them.’ Clive, to whom 
this note was addressed, received it whea phfylng at cards. Without 
quittiiig the table, he wrote an answer Lu pencil, ' Dear Forde, fight 
them Immedlalaly^ I win send you the Order of Council to-motrow/ “ 

We, however, now [earn from Forde's letter that ha knew 
the day before the battle that a suc3cesL^fu] naval action had 
been fought, ami the two nations were therefore in India m a 
state of Maleolm^s story first appeared in a well-informed 
ac^count of CUvns life published in the third Yolnine of the 
“ BiograpMaBritamuca,*' in 1TS4, only ten years after bis death- 
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The writer states; “He gave the eoimnand, in this perilous 
Mrvice, to Colonel Forde, who was now returned from his 
ast expedition, in which he bad been eompletcty successfu],” 
In a marginal note the writer adds : “ Forde, in great doubt, 
sent to CJjve for orders. CIrve, wTm was pkj ing at cards, took 
a pencil and wrote on a bit of Forde's letter: ‘ Dear Forde 
fight em inimedlatcly; I wiU send an Order of Council to’ 
morrow.’ ” * The letter, it is now evident, was not sent, as 
so often stated, on the eve of the battle of Radaiah but it was 
probably dispatched on the night of the 23 rd, authorising 
Forde, tn answer to his note ™tten at :i a.m., to advance 
to Uhandernagore to attack the Dutcli at once. 

Before the break of day on November 25 Forde received 
certain intelligence of the near approach of the Dutch troops 
from the coast. He also learnt that, in spite of his vigilance 
they had been joined by part of the garrison at Chinsura! 
Leaving a small detachment to watch the Dutch settlement 
Forde marched immediately to meet the advancing force' 
About seven or eight o’clock, after marching some fmir and 
a half miles, he discovered them in the plain of Bhdarah. He 
at onoc took up a skilfully chosen position wJiich commanded 
the direct road to Cbbsura. His flanks were protected on 
the right by the village of Badarah, on the left lay a mango 
grove, both of Which he occupied, and along the whole line 
ran a small but deep ditch * TJic English force consisted of 
240 Eurepean uifantry, 80 artillerymen with four field-pieces, 
50 more Europeans, comprising the troops of horse “inde- 
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pendent and volunteers,” about 800 sepoys, and about 100 
of the Nawab’s cavalry.^ The Dutch force numbered 700 
Europeans and 800 Malays, besides a number of sepoys. 
Thev were commanded by Colonel Houssell, a French soldier 
of fortune. The engagement was, as Clive states, “short, 
bloody, and decisive.” The Dutch were put to a total rout in 
less than half an hour.* After the battle Fordc sent to CUve 
the following terse account: 

■■ t>£AK Sib, — ThU morning about seven or eight o'clock, I met 
with the Dutch and Malays and after a fair Engageineni pul them 
enlirelv to the route and have killed and taken a great numher of 
them not much less Uian two hundred Eurtipeans. They retired 
into the woods and 1 have sent Seapoys and Horse after them, when 
we appear’d they grnimdefl their Baggage and Napsacks very regularly 
and advanc’d about three or four hundred paces very boldly from 
whence they fired smartly near half an hour and then made a fair 
run Tor it. The woods w'ere about a mile In their rear. All our Propel 
behaved very well and we have not lost ten killed and wounded. Our 
two rear Guns were not got up," 

In a second letter Forde added: 

" Since 1 wrote you before, 1 think 1 may add two hundred more 
to the number of killed wounded and prisoners, exclusive of Malays. 
Mr. Price has charge of a large niimher of them. He wiU inform 
you more parthnilarly.'' 


The same day Forde, in a third letter, wrote to CUve as 
follows : 

^ CLiw's cvtdMCB— Report ol Uit liouFie af Comnif^nf^ 

*■ The Diitdi Iniflia tjornpany have i^ven the foUDWiD^ ficcoojil ^flir : 

*■ On ttie 25Lh:, whfn the Lroeps anti alJ^er handsit an the -,^(1 heforfi 

were ftone ort abme, werEs in t^ielr proJci^tHl uisrch^ ceme nts&r ChfluJanag'Drep 
Oifv were theria met by ihit Eng^wh; who, acconilaR l«> theit own aecotinlr 
to iiie niim^er qI 1170, were poated very tidvajitageciiisiyp and rro^'iried wttli a 
rmnicroit^ artitlEry- No ^tiet were thoie troops critic within amcon-sliou 
lint Uier were lired on by the FUiRliftli: find tliouish oU the people wtre extrcmiJy 
fattcued by n very long marcli, wLlcli they were obliged to niake for the space 
ol three davft, vet with much bravery, they Blood tlie ftre ol the ; and, 

thoni^ impro^dwl nl any arliltery^ marched up, with a foil and Eleqdy pace, 
to ihe pnetny! hot mecHag in thdr way n broad and deep ditrh which thvy 
were comtrahiecl to pasSiK to avoid beln^j destroyed by the HTtinery of the EngUo^ 
IhG troops in passing that ditch, Icll into some disorder: Uio Hn(||lst 4 taking 
frdvastaFie ot this drcnm&t^nce, r^donhlrd the fire □( their artiUery and tuna- 
puetni'" and the disorder already arisen^ being thereby increased, caased the 
^an^tiT of a part of those troDpsj jmother part was made prisoners; and the 
rtat were constrajaed to retire.' 
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" f scna you wilh the Budeerose, Colonel HitzelJ wnd ten other 
Onicers. r have not taken their paroles In writing as 1 am tnm-h 
hiuried and have other more inatcrlal Business on toy hands. I give 
you Joy of this Day's Transaction which has been more decisive than 
cou^d he expected, I may say within Bounds that they have lost 
above four lintirlrEd Kiirapeans killed, wounded ami prisoners and a 
great numher ol Malays. You may expect a number of Prisoners 
this night." 

Tlicru was nothing for Forde to do next. He bad by his 
skill and courage won a victory decisive in its results. The 
Dutch wrote at oucc to him requesting he would cease hostilities 
and propose terms of peace. They made a similar appeal to 
the Council, who referred it to Llicir deputies. 

” \Vc judged we had suflicienlly chasUsed and humbled them, 
without taking their settlcnirnt (which must have surrendered on 
the first anmnioiis^, and agreed lu eiiler on a treaty w'lth them. 
Deputies were appointed, and things brought to a spredy and amicable 
conclusion. They disavowed the prod'edings of tlieir ships below, 
acknowledged themselves the aggre^^ors, and agreed to pay costs 
and datnuges •, on which their ships w'ere dcllvured up to them.” 

The Dutch agreed to these humiliating terms to prevent 
their expulsion from Bengal. Three days after the battle of 
Badsu-ah a fresh danger faced them. Prince Mecraii, con¬ 
trary to Clive's request, appeared before Ghinsura with 
six or seven thousand horse. The Dutch sought the aid of 
the EnglLdh. Cltve proceeded at once to the French Gardens, 
and by his firm intercession an amicable settlement was effected. 
Prince Meeran promised ample protection to their trade and 
privileges in the following terms: 

" That they shall never meditate war, in traduce or enlist troops 
or raise fortifications in the country; that Ihuy shall be aUowed to 
keep up one hundred and twenty-five Eurepeau soldiers, giul no more 
lor the service of their scveial factories, of Chinsnra, Cessimbaiar and' 
Patna i that they shall forthwith send their ships and remaining 
tropps out of the country j and tliat u breach of any one ol Ihe&e 
articles shall be punished with utl^r eipulsion," 

This agreement was ratified on December .'J, ITuP. 

Thus ended an affair which, says Clive, bad tlic event 
been dificrent, threatened us in its consequence with utter 
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destruction. In dealing Tvitli it Clive showed his calm courage 
and audacious seir-reliancc. He himself wrote promptly every 
order and instructioiit and when his friends urged upon him 
the grave responsiljility be was incurring in imdertaking a 
campaign before news of war having been proclaimed between 
the two nations bad arrived, he replied that " a public man 
may occasionally be called upon to act with a halter round 
his neck.’* He afterwards told the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons that " he was sensible how very critical 
hLs situation was at that time ; that he risked his life and 
Fortune in taking upon himself to commence hostilities against 
a nation, with whom wc were at peace; but that he knew 
the fate of Bengal and of the Company depended upon it,’* 
He also observed 

" that at this time by much Llie greatest part of bis fortune was in 
the hands of tlic Dutch ; the Compatiy's treasury was so full in con¬ 
sequence dl his successes, that the governor and councU declined 
giving their servants any bills tn their favour, and he was reduced 
If] the necessity of sending his fortune home by bills upon the Dutch •, 
that these bibs were made payable hy installmenls, one third part 
every year, so that he wiis morally certain that two thirds of the sum 
sent, which to the best of his rrmemtiraDCC was about £180,000 would 
rem^i in the hands of the IluLch, when they beard the news of their 
Dl success in Bengal-" 

Clive’s fundamental principle ^vas devotion to public duty, 
and he never suffered individual interests to weigh in the 
balance. After having secured the future safety of his own 
province, Clive treated the Dutch with scrupulous con¬ 
sideration- An investigation into the whole episode was 
subsequently held in Europe by Special Commissioners deputed 
by the British and Dutch Governments, and after minute 
investigation they acquitted Clive of all blame, and be 
received, as he merited, the unquaUSed approval of the 
Crown Ministers and the Court of Directors. 

Tlie grave and critical responsibilities which the Dutch 
campaign brought with it increased the darkening cloud that 
hung over his spirit. His health was too di.sordered by the 
cUmate of Bengal for him to throw off the heaviest load of his 


The Foyndatioos of Empire 165 

life. The best possible >i'ay of dealmg vrith it was to tzike the 
lon^ sea-voyage to EnglancL lint before he couIlI $ai] measures 
had to be taken to meet a fresh peril. Tlie arrival of the 
Dutch nrniament again stirred the Slxabzada into activity* 
ajid he Was joined by most of his allies. As soon as the treaty 
’with the Dutch was ratified, Clive ordered Major CaiUaud^ 
who had Under Stringer Lawrence shown coolness and conr- 
age in tfie bla^e of battlci and had now been appointed to 
comnmnd in Bengal, to proceed to Murshidabad with a force 
consisting of 500 European infantry and 50 artillery with 
G field-pieces, as also a complete battalion of sepoys, 1.000 
strong. In Caillaud Clive hud absolute confidence. “ There 
is not a gentleman on this side of the Cape so well qualified to 
be your Major as Captain Caillaud/* he wrote to the Court; 

it is bard to say u-^etiier his abilities t>r hi^ zeal for your 
service be greater.'' Aljout December 26, 175&. Caillaud 
with liis detachment reached Mursbidabad. 

Clive, who knew be could at any time overtake the troops, 
remained at Calcutta engaged in the current business of the 
hour and in composing a long General Letter to the Court 
which was virtunJly an account of his stewardship now rapidly 
drawing to a close. The tone assumed by the DireetcHT 4 in 
their recent dispatches, their carping criticism, their disregard 
of the recommendations of the Bengal Govermnent, and the 
favouritism shoi^m in the bestowal of patronage had filled 
Clive with disgust and defiance. Mjs passion now waxed hot 
at ^^tbe unprovoked ond general asperity^" of a dispatch 
just received by the Bengal Govemment* De considered 
he had been gro^^sly nisulted and wronged. In the 147th 
Paragraph of the General Letter to the Court, dated December 
2S, 1759, he let his anger burn. Permit us to say that the 
diction of your letter h most unworthy of yourselves and 
us in whntever relation considered, either as masters to servants, 
or gentlemen to gentlemen/* The Genera! Letter proceeds^ 
with fieree denunciatitin, tu de^d with particular acts; 

Groundless informations have, without further serutinv# 
borne with you the stamp of i:ruth+ though proceeding from 
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those who had therein obTiouftly their own purpose to serve, 
flo matter at whose expense/’ They appear to have heen 
“ only the source of generaJ reflections thrown out at randora 
against your faithfui servants of this Presidency—^faithful to 
little purpose, if the breath of scaudah joined to private pique 
or private and personal attachments, have power to blow away 
in one hour the merits of many years^ serviceSj and deprive them 
of that rani;: and those rising benefit?^ wldeli are justly a spur 
to their integrity and applieation/^ The dispatch dosed with 
a warning : 

" The 111 lie allentloji shown lo Ihrse Gonsiderationi, In the in- 
discrimiDate favours heopeci on some IndlYldualS; and undeserved 
censures on others^ will, we npprehem], lessen that spirit of zeal so 
very essential to the weli-heing of your affairs^ and cDDsequentl3r\ hi 
the enth h eoatJnued, prove the destrucllon of them^ ^Private views 
may^ it is much to be feared^ take the lead here, from exninples at 
home, and no ^ntlcrneu hold your service longer, nor exert themselves 
further in It, than Lhtir own exigencies require. This being thi- real 
state of yaxiT service. It becomes filrtctJy our duty to represent it In 
the Strongest light/' 

The charges ivcre true, the critidsni sound, the warning 
greatly needed, but the dispatch would Imve been more con¬ 
vincing and forcible if it had possessed tlie preoisiuni and dignity 
which render Clive’s uflioial communications ao effective^ This 
General Letter was signed by Clive and four Members of 
CouneiL The bitter terins ju winch it was expressed led to 
grave re^ts. 

As soon as the letter was signed and dlsputehed, Chve, 
accompanied by Forde, set out for Murshidabad to make 
final arrangements regarding the forthcoming expedition and 
to settle an impertant dispute which had arisen between the 
Nawab and the ambitious Mceran. On December 20 Hastings 
informed Clive that the NaWab considered the demands of the 
Crown Prince most unreasonable, “ He insists upon bis 
tatdng the Field, to stay four years at Patnat to be allowed 
12000 Horse with an immense Artillery & to be regularly 
supplied witb Money from tbe Revenues of Bengal for their 
Maintenance, a 'Proposal the Nabob has positively refund 
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tu consent to/* Hastings added, “ 1 fancy the Nabob is averse 
to an Kxpeditioii to tlie Northward from no other Beacon than 
his Son^s obstinate He^ulution to have the Command of it* 
If he could find Means to get over tlait Obstacle, I believe he 
would be glad to go himself, but this I fear he wants Spirit 
to effect/’ ^ 

Clive entered Miirsliidabad on January fl, and soon after 
his arrivni he introduced Cnillaiid to the Nawab^ recommended 
liim to his friendship, and desired he would repose all the 
confidence possible in one who was wdl inclined and attached 
to his interest,* Clive overcame Meet Jaffier^s objections to 
the expedition by arranging that Meeran should not command 
the troops he sent to accompany it. On Januaty 14 he set out 
with Forde on the return jonmey. Four days later Calll&ud 
began his march to Patna, joined by Meeran at the head of a 
large force.* Warren Hostings \^Tote to Clive on January 19 
as follows ; 

" It will not give ymi much surprise^ after such repeated Instances 
of Lhe Nabob's irresolute ^ flckle Temper, to hear that the plan which 
the Nabob agreed upon with you for the operations of the Campaieii 
Is entirely o verse tt, Cassim allee Cayfn remoins hebtiicL, aad I he 
Uhuta Nabob under pretence of having met wfLh a lucky Minute 
exacted frooi his Father bis consent that he should lake the Field, 
wliich Advantage he tnfide ImmediaLc Use of, & marched out to 
Saddoc baug, where he received hU Dismission from the old Nabob 
Ibe Day before yesterday.'* 

On January 2Q CUvu heard that the Nawab of Oudh was 
prepared to enter Bchar in support of the Shahzadn, He at 
once wrote and informed Cidibitid that he lind ordered 200 
Europeans in addition to the reinforcements this day 
despatched to you to be in readim^ss to proceed arter you. . * . 
If you meet with tfie Prince I am persuaded you w'ill give a 
good account of him; and that ttie check he will receive will 
deter others froni mating any incursions into tlie Nawab's 
dominions/' 

* “ Letter to the Hon'blc Robert Clive Esq, from Warren KosUnes, MurflJbs^Uii, 
2Slh December 175U," Powis MSS. 

» Colond CablHaa's rvhlenee—First Report oI the Sdect Committw 

* ibi4. 
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On Ills Ttrtnrn to Calcutta, Clive laboured assiduously to 
the dispatch of those measuref=i of reform, civil and military^ 
■n^iich he found jjcnding when lie apprised tlie public of his 
intention of resigning the oHice of Governor and returning to 
England. All classes, European and Indian, were sore alarmed 
and distressed at the prospect of his departure. ** It appeared/^ 
said a contejnporary, as if the soul wus departing from the 
government of Bengal,” Warren Hastings wrote to Clive thus : 
“ The Nabob ask'd me if I thought you could be persuaded to 
put off your design of returning to Europe ; of which I gave 
him but little Hopc.*^ Meer Jattier eliafcd at Clive^Ji control 
aud he bid intrigued with the Dutch to get rid of it, but Clivers 
hardihood of resolution at tbit critical event had greatly 
impressed hijn+ The majority of the nobles of the I^Iursliidabad 
Court were in favour of a revolution, and the Nawah knew 
tliat his tenure of the throne maiuLy depended on the strong 
arm of Clive- Meer Jafiier^s mind was therefore not in a happy 
sitate at the approaching departure of one to whom tie was 
attaehed both by interest and inclination. The old Nabob 
Meer Jatliej-, if ever Musselmau had a friendship for a Chris¬ 
tian,” Clive told the House of Commonsi^ “ had a frieudsbip 
for me.’' Clive knew how to deal with an Oriental prince ; 
he was lirm^ candid, and courteous, but be never patronised. 
Iti his dealings with Warren Hustlrigs and the cluef otTieials 
bis censure was at times conveyed in language ton forcible, 
but he was liberal in praise when it was ducp and, alarmed at 
losing his support and guidance, they begged him to post- 
pone for another season his departure* The European resi¬ 
dents at Calcutta presented Him with the following address: 

Honble SiRt —The IntisliELatiti* of this Selllt!nient+ tmely sensible 
of the Benefits thvy have receiveil from your generous AssLslaiicc, 
in ohloining them BestitntJon for the henVy Losses they sustained! 
in the miserable C^alastrophe of June 1758, ami for your great Care 
and Msiduity, in the Collecting of that Part of the Nahob^s Donation 
do with the ulmosl Gratitude return their hearty and slneem Thanks 
for those greiil Favors conferred on them, the Htmenibranee whereof 
wlJl be for ever indeUbie, 

On this Occasion we beg leave lo ob&er\’e that the present State 
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of this CquoLt^^ appears to tis ID he very uti sett Jed, and I hat this 
Colony whLeli thro' your means haii been so latdy l^appiiy restored 
with great additional Acquisitions so inicly bcneQclal to the Hoiible 
Company^ and murli to the Houar of the Hrilish NuLIon, cannot he 
deemed perfectly secure wblJe Ibere is so strong nu Appearance of 
intestine War^ Forciipi Invasions, or IrmpLious Iruiu the Inland 
Country Powers, and which is only prevented l>y the emliient Char¬ 
acter you tlcEiejrvedly bear ihrougbont. the MogulTs Dominions. 

From a due Conslderatioa of the above^ onr Apprehrufiiioris are 
greatly alarmM by the Heport which Is now currenL aail publickly 
asserted, that you intend to withdraw your Presence from us, and 
lake your Passage to Europe this Season, and we cannot from the 
pre,sent Face of Things, but leel real Concern in the I^owledge of 
what must bo I he Consequence of the Want of that Influence w^hlch is 
derived from it. Wo therefore most humbly request that you will 
please to deem this our precarious Situation worthy your most serious 
Deliberation, and that you will from a tender Regard for such a 
Number ol British Subjects, your (;k5untrym€n at ilus great Distance 
from their native Gotiiitrj", and a slight Keileertion on the hilserleg 
that must atLenil them in your Absence, remain among us, untiil such 
Time ns the Poslum of AFalrs shaiJ w^ear a more favorahle Aspect, 
The Polky of the Country^ he on a more sUble footing, find this Settle¬ 
ment tn a Situation more secure and less liable to the In&ulis of eveiy 
Invader, who from our present Weakness may attempt out Ruin, 
Ajid we flatter anrselves that we have not less La hope for, tram that 
good Disposition & Generosity which you have on all Occasions shown 
toward us. 

Vour Conipllauee with this our most earnest Pollicitation will 
forever oblige us to subscribe ourselves with most sincere and gralefuJl 
Respect, lionble Sir, Your most obliged, and Most Obedient Servants. 

Cliv'e in his reply stated that, though the “ ill treatment ” 
he Imd received from the Court of Directors in their last dis¬ 
patch had fully determined him to res^o the service of the 
Company^ “ yet I could w'aive all personal considerations, and 
without hesitation comply with your request, did the state 
of your affairs really require my making such a fiacrifice to 
you.^^ But the arrival of Major Caihaud with reinforeements 
and the near approach of the detachments from the Sircars, 
he told them, had ensured them from the least shadow of danger 
for some time to come, “ In the interim, proper measureiJ may 
be taken at home for the better security of this valuable settle¬ 
ment to promote which, you iimy depend upon my exerting 
my utmost interests j and I may perhaps be able to serve 
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yiiu more effectually than hy my coDtinuing here/* Tliere 
one substantial reason he did not advance—the state of 
his healtb. But bis aim ail during his life was to conceal 
his mj^steriouss nialfidy fmd not let bis intense sufferLiig inter¬ 
fere with the discharge of bis otlicial duties. The rapid suc¬ 
cession of momentous events, wbich he alone could guide 
and control, had already led him to delay his departure long 
beyond the horizon of prudence. It wits now full time foi* 
him to be gone^ An infant son lay sick nnto deaths but the 
voyage must not be postponed- A faded letter preserved by 
a mo tiler’s love informs us that the boy died a few days after 
his departure. 

On February 21, 1760, Clive jiailed for England. Wlien 
he had landed at Fulta on December 16, 1756, he found a few 
fever-stricken Englishmen, who Imd escaped as fearful a doom 
as any un record, and a ruined settlement. Before two months 
were ended he had driven Surajah Dowla and his vast army out 
of Calcutta* and on its ruins there rose a city which beeaiuc 
a centre of EngUsli enterprise^ and it will always represent 
the patient endurance and force of will of the Briton. The 
okl trading eitaded was given over to the Custom House and 
other offices, and Clive laid the foundation and watched 
vigilantly the erection of a fort ’which ’would ^shelter an army. 
Before four months had passed Clive had captured Chander- 
nagore, the gate of the great water high’way leailing to Hindu- 
staUp and had destroyed French power in Bengal. On June 
1757, one year and two days after the tragedy of the Black 
Hole, he routed the Nawnb's army on the field of Plassey^ 
and the English obtained the patronage of the richest king¬ 
dom in India. The new Sovereign, whom Clive placed on the 
thronct ceded to the Contpaiiy «3ome land^ small in extent 
near the city of Calcutta, but there ’Was planted the first seed 
of territorial acquisition which grew into an empire. Clive 
created and dbciplined a considerable force. He guarded the 
Xawab from tlie conspiracies of his grandees, and he defeated 
the invaders of his territory. On the eve of his departure he 
bumbled the Dutch. He had during the course of three years 
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carried out in the most difficult circumstances a oounse of actions, 
political and cailitary^ without a failure, and cloi^iiig i^ complete 
success. 

As the Royal Ge&rgCt on which Clive and his wife had 
emharhed^ was coming out of the river of Bengal* it was 
met with an express, dispatched from the coa^t of Coromandel^K 
with advice that Colonel Coote, Imving attacked the French 
ill tlieir intrenchmeats, the latter were totally defeated with 
the lows of their cannon and baggage^ General LaUy svound^^d, 
and M* de Bussy and Col. Murphy taken prisoners. On our 
side* CoL Brereton, the second in commanda was kUlcd.’^ ^ 

The news was true. On January 22, 1T0O, Eyre Coote 
Jiad completely defeated Lally outside the Fort of Wandewosh^ 
WTijIc Clive was destroying the power of the Butch in Bengal, 
events prepared the way for that battle which shook the 
whole fabric of French power io Southern India to its foiinda- 
tion* The contest was confined almost entirely to the Euro¬ 
pean soldiers^ who were about 2,(M)0 on each side, and the 
battle was won by the skill and courage of Eyre Cootct and 
by the iuxperturbahle steadiness of the British soldier^ which 
has never failed- 

On Januexv 23 at noon came in a note from Colonel 

I ■■ 

Coote as foUowa; 

have just time to acquaint you that we have beat the 
Enemy on the Field of Battle, Bussy & Colonel Murphy 
taken Prisoners.^^ ^ 

^“ AnnUQj 1760 Cfiroiilclc.** ' » 

* I* SdecOuad ffooi Uift AfHtl rjis Rttiurds," cdllcii by W. FocresU 


CHAPTER IV 

1760-l7f)4: cuve in enGUlnd 

On the 9th of July 1700—The George East-Indiaman, 

C 2 i}itaia Beamish, arrived at Portsmouth from Beugal, Colonel 
Clive and his ludy came passengers in her.'* * After landing 
they pushed on vrith all speed, and were soon again in the 
old home in Swithin's Laiie. 

On MoncUj%“ i4th July 17d0 Colonel Clive was introduced 
to hU Majesty at Kensington with Hi chard Clive hiiJ father 
and were most graciously received^* “ Clivers arrival was 
welcomed not only by the gracious distinction of his Sove¬ 
reign, but also by the warmest acknowledgments of the East 
India Company and by the general applaud of his country- 
men. At a General Ctiurt of the Directon? and Proprietors, 
held on Wednesday, September 24, 1760—“ Resolved unani¬ 
mously that the thanks of this Court be given to Vice- 
Admiral Pocock^ Colonel Robert Cliv^e, and Colonel Stringer 
Laurence for their many, eminent end signal services to the 
Company.” The chronicler informs us that “It is suppex^d 
that the General can realise £I,200,909 in cash, bills, and 
jewels; that his lady Im^ u casket of jewels which are esti¬ 
mated at least at £200^009, So that he may with [ffopriety be 
said to be the richest subject in the tliree kingdoms.” ® 

Though Clive did not possess the ooloNsal wealth which 
his countrymen imagineeb he brought borne a substantial 
fortune which returned him an income of about £13,000 a year^ 
and this with the quit-rent of the jaghire, about £27,000, gave 

'"Asnaiil Registen Clirioiiicle." Malcolm states: Clive ipuiilii uot liave 
reached EitglimJ belorc Stptemb^r or October, MsdcpJiii. VoL 11. u. 

19U. This slalEiTiEiit liM mUltd snb&rquent blagraplitri. * 

Clive (Robert), Ut fiaroD Clive’s CcnrespoiiLleiice Vkilb tbo Duke q1 
NtTpcnetle, 1757-1767/’ 

*" Annojil Rrglstib' to the Y^or 1760^^' p, 120. 
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him an income of upwards of £40,000. Clive liid not acciuLre 
the bulk of his wealth by trade, oor by the slow and sure process 
of economy, but by the s^vift fortune of war, FeW men who 
have gained great riches cared less for them. He valued them 
as an mstrument for the satisfaction of the passion for power 
and the gratifitation of the alleetions. When he obtained a 
magnificent reward for his services at Flassey, he showed 
himself ns a man bountiful in money matters. He spent not 
less than £50,000 in gifts and annuities on those near to him 
svhom he loved and on others on whom he bestowed his 
friendship and regard. As an addition to the handsome allovT- 
ance which he gave his parents, he directed bis agents to vest 
a sitificient sum of money to produce an annuity of £500 for 
his thriftless father, whose pecuniary embarrasKmeats were a 
constant source of anxiety. He also directed his agents to 
keep a coach for Jiis parents, and to meet the cost he instructed 
them to invest a sum of money which would return £!JtK) a 
year. A further sum was to be invested to produce an annuity 
of £150 for his aunts. He ordered £2,000 to be paid to each of 
his five sisters. “ I would advise the lasses to marry as soon 
as possible,” he wrote, “■ for they have no time to lose.” He 
invested a sum of money which would produce an annuity 
of £.^00 for his old commander Stringer Lawrence, who was 
with considerable difficulty persuaded to accept it. The 
largesse of whieh he was so prodigal obsorbeil another £10,000. 
There never Was a more generous and faithful friend than 
Robert Clive. It was in the character of a son, a brother and 
a friend, and not of a victorious commander, that Clive was 
most eagerly expected and most warmly welcomed. 

Darkness, however, soon fell on Clive’s bright home-coming. 
He had at the call of duty stayed too long in Bengal. Before 
leaving Calcutta he had an attack of gout, and soon after his 
arrival in HngJimd a severe attack shattered his nmseular frame 
and shook his powerful mind. For tlus Ciis'^e went to Bath. 
When he had been there some time, the sudden death of 
George IT. produced a great change in public afiairs, Tire 
waters of the famous health resort had somewhat restored Clive’s 
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vigour and th^ excitemeal of an approacbmg election enabled 
him in a measure to cast off his gloom. Soon after Plassey^ 
when fortune smiled on him, he wrcite^ I intend gettuig into 
Parliament.” He now plunged into the turbid waters of home 
politics^ It was the most corrupt period in our political history, 
Xiuvish TiVas the expenditure on the wholesale purcha^te of 
boroughs, and the eoixuptioii of niejubors was gross and sys- 
teznatic. Clive wai: only thirty-five years of age* Uc was 
ambitious and be was rich. With wcjLitb to hack him and 
troops of adherents he would gather influence and be a power 
in the State, He proceeded to buy borongKs and to contribute 
handsomely towards the expensesi of fighting elections. The 
Duke of Newcastle, weU skilled in the art of ctirruptioTii 
governed the political machine* He was his own chief whip* 
Me knew the intrigues of every bur ought and his primary 
interest in public alEairs was to mamtain himself chief winr 
puller. On Deoember 3^ lT6f>, Clive wrote to liijn as follow^s; 

My Loro Duke,— 1 think It my flaty to inform You that some 
lime ago the Gtallemen of ■Worcester mmle me nn offer of returning 
me a Member of tliat Gily ; huL being otherwli^e Engaged 1 recotti- 
mended my friend ami Relation Mr, Walsh wlilcJi was accepted of 
a few days ago he set out for Worcester & arrived there fttiding no 
opposition but lately Mr. Tracey has opposed him & It Is reported, 
he is Coimtenaneed by Your Grace on a supposilljon he h not of a 
right way of thinkirtg, I beg leave to assure Your Grace, he is the 
greatest of Friends to His Majesty* the Nation and its present happy 
CousiJtiitJcin and as much attarbed to Y'oiir Grace as Myself or any 
of my family* I fiball esteem it the greatest of obligations If Your 
Grace will look upon Mr* Walsh Jn the smne liEbt which 1 do and 
you win be persuaded that I am 
Your Grace 

Most devoted obhEeii & hum* Serv* 

Robert Clive. 

3 Dec^ 1760,^ 

Chve's Strenuous endeavours to have Walsh accepted as 
a oandidate for Worcester did not meet with success. He 
himself, howevert found no difficulty in obtaining a seat* On 
April 27^ 1T€1, he was elected as a member for Shrewsbury, 

tV^ 1st Baron Give's CQrreipqndenccj wUh the Dake of New- 

cas-iiq, 1 rJp7™l/eji 
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n representation the more agreeable as it Was the chief tow^ 
of his own county. Clive nmile liis reappearance in Parliament 
as a disciple of Pitt, for whose brOLiant genius and foreign policy 
a great soldier statesman was bound to have a sympathetic 
admiration^ Clive also found in the force of personal associa¬ 
tion an injimetion to hail Pitt as a leader* Me was acquainted 
with him before he left 'England i lie bad kept in touch with 
him by correspondence. Pitt had spoken of Clive in terms of 
highest praisej and Pitt^siK sjuipathy and poWer had, when 
affairs in Bengal were most critical been of great service to 
him. 

An ambitious man^ anxious for place and distinction, 
Clive entered the House of Commons* hut he was equally 
anxious for the prosperity and security of England's po^$e&slons 
in India, and he hoped by the influence of Pitt to have measures 
passed which would conduce to that end. Oivc had the imag¬ 
ination to apprehend a neW phenomenon. A trading company 
was fast becomiiig a sovereign over large territories, and he 
did not consider the Company by its coiLStitution fit to assume 
the duties and responsibilities of sovereignty. Twelve months 
before he left Calcutta he wrote n long letter to Pitt in which 
he suggested in guarded language that the English nation 
should BCcLuiFe the absolute sovereignty of these rich king- 
doms,^^ Bengal^ Behar, and Orissa. The numerous correctioDs 
and marginal notes in the orlguial draft testify to the great 
labour which he bestowed on the composition of this State 
paper. After rpmarking on the vast advantages gained 
to the Company ” by a treaty due to the success of the English 
arms^ he states that he had represented to them 

in the strongest terms the cxpediciicy of seudiiig put and keeping 
up constantly such fl force as will enable them to embrace ttie first 
opportunity of further aggrandising themselves ■ and I dare pro¬ 
nounce, from a thorough knowledge of this country government, 
and of th& genins of the people * acquired by two years' appLication 
and ciperience^ that such an opporluiilty will soon offer.” 

If Meer Jaffier considered it his interest to break wdth us, 

the obligations he owes us would prove no rcstruint.^* More- 
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over^ Meer Jaffier iVas sdvanci?d m years, and his son so 
cruel^ Tifortbless a young fellow* and so apparently an enemy 
to the English, that it will be almost iinsafe Lmsting him with 
the succession,” Two thousand European troops would secure 
the English against any apprehensions from either the one or 
the other ; and, in case of their daring to be troublesome* 
enable the Company to take the sovereignty upon tbcinselves/* 
Clive then put forward the fallacy wiiicb has infiiienced many 
statesmen and been an apology for further aggression : 

TiiPre will be the less ■tilfficeUy In bringing about such an events 
as the ii£iLl%es tbEmselves have no aitachdii^nt whatever to particniar 
princes ; anrt as, under the presctil GovefuitiCiitp they have no secnrily 
for their Uves or properties, they wouJd rejoice in su happy an exchange 
as that of a mild for a despotic Goverujiient: and there is little mom 
to doubt our easily obtaining tbe Mogbul's suniiud (or grant) in con- 
hnnatlofi thereof, provided we agrctd to pay him the stipulaled 
aliottnent oul of the revenuesj viz. ^ty lacs ujiziually/* 

The Oricatal prefers a rougii, despotic sovereign who rules 
according to the aneient customs rif Ids nitcesturs and by 
methods sancituned by tradition, rather than the best alien 
adnainistrative elTicieiicy- Tiie main drift of the letter, how* 
ever, was, that not the Company but the Crown should assotne 
the sovereignty of Bengal. The mind which at that time could 
travel to such a far-reaching change was worthy of a great 
statesman. The following are the reas^ms which Clive put 
forward with considerable skill for carrying out this measiire : 

** But so large a sovereigTity may possibjy be an object loo ex¬ 
tensive for a mercantile Company ; and it is in be feared they arc 
not of themselves able, without the natlon^s assistance, to mainlafn 
so wide a dominion, t have therefore prcsiijnedi Sir, to represent 
this matter to you, and submit it to your eonsiderabon^ whether the 
execulioii of a design, Lhal may hereafter he sUU carried to greater 
lengths, be worthy of the GovemmrnCs taking it in hand. I Halter 
myself ! have made it prrlty clear to you, that thert will be little 
or HP dhQruUy In obtaining the absolute possession of these rich 
kingdoniE; and that with Ihc Jiloghurs own consent, on condition 
of paying liim les^ than a fifth of the revenues there of. Now I leive 
you to Judge, whether an income yearly of upwards of two millions 
sterling, with the po^i-^cEiyon of three provinces abounding In I he 
most valuable pradurUons of no Lure and of art* he an obJecL deserving 


Clive in England 


177 

Ihf public aticntlon ; and whether it be worth the nation-^ wblk It, 

whirh acquisititm—an acquisition 

which, under the management of so able and disinterested a minister 
wouid prove a source of immense weaJth to the khigdom, and might 
Iti lime be appmpnated in part as a fund towards dlniiiifshine the 
heavy ioad ol debt under whicii we at present labour. Add to these 
advantages the innuence we shaU thereby acquire over the several 
t-iiropean nations engaged in the commerce here, which these could 
110 longer cany on hut through our indulgence, and under such JJmita- 
ons as should think fit to prescribe. It is wtU worthy considera- 
Uon that tins project may he brought ahnut without draining tlic 

in'*\^neriMpossessions 

The letter was entrusted to Walsh, who was on bis way 
home, to be delivered personally to Pitt. Before leaving 
India, Clive liad not heard ho^v Pitt had received tl,e proposals 
suggested. On November Bfi, 175&, Walsh wrote to Clive 
informing him of his interview with Pitt, “ It not till 
sbr days ago." he said. “ that 1 had admittance to Mr. Pitt 
He had made one or t^vo appointments, but was obliged bv 
business to postpone them, for certainly he has an infinite 
deal on his hands.” Pitt reedved Walsli “with the utmost 
politeness, and we had a fete-d-f^fe for ai, hour and a quarter " 
of which Walsh gives Clive the partictilars: ^ ' 

f^r menlinnlng bow mnrb he was obfiged to you aud 

prariicnblc i imt lh,t 11 IV,. ,I , viy Tr. ‘ 

It « a« cMteinly an nitnir of the most deUcate nature Pitt 
then proecedri tu-meution turn main obstacle, to its «iconi- 
phshment: The Company's chnrter would not expire for 

been mquiTcd mtr,. w'hether the Company's conouests 
acquisitions belonged to tliem or the Cmwn, and the Judges 
s«mcd to think to the Company." Walsh added, ” He spoU 
this matter a httle darkly, and I cannot write upon it wU^ 
precismn. Put was in a difficult position. It wa.s duHo 
him that a charter was granted to the Company in 1757. by 
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which the moiety of nil plunder and booty “ which shall be taken 
from the Moors,” that had been reserved till ilie pleasure of 
the Crown should be known, should he given to the Company, 
In 1T5S n more important cliarter wa^s giYen* It esrptejssly 
granted to the Company po^'er to cede, restore or dispose of 
any fortresses, distriets or territories acquired by conquest 
from any of the Indian princes or governments during the 
late troubles between the Company and the Nabob of Bengal/^ 
or which should be acquired by conquest in time coming* Pitt 
could liardly In 176Q promote a measure which would deprive 
the Company of their direct power over Eengab He, however* 
stated that it was not proper that the Company should have 
the yearly income of upwards of two millions sterling, nor 
the Crown, for such a revenue would endanger our liberties,” 
and that Clive had shown his good sense by the application of 
it to the public. ** He said the difficulty of efCecting the affair 
was not great* under such a genius as Colonel Clive ; but the 
sustaining it Was the point: it wiis not probable he would be 
succeeded by persons equal to the task.” 

Pitt evidently sympathised with the line of policy marked 
out by Cbvc, which was as vivid and correct in conception as 
it was patriotic in motives* But the difficulties at the time 
were too great even for Pitt to overcome* Clive’s letter was, 
however, the germ of the Parliamentary measures which kd 
step by step to the transfer of the substance of authority 
from the Company to the Crowm, The lettor is dated January 
7, 1750* On August 2, 1858t the Royal assent was given to 
the final measures by which the government of the territories 
and all powers vested in, or exercised by\ the Company “ in 
trust for Her Majesty” shall cease to be vested in, or 
exercised by* the Company. 

Clive bad been only a few months in Parliament when he 
lost the support of Pitt, who on October 5 lianded over his 
seal to the King. The Duke of Newcastle, however, still con- 
tlnucd to be First Lord of the Treasury, and George GrenviUe, 
with whom Clive had contraetcfl a close frieudship:^ Avas in 
the Cabinet. Clive uow spent his time between London and 
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Bath. He purchased as his town residence the lease of a 
spacious house in Berkeley Sfjuarc, and there the Icaiiing men 
of the time pressed around him and courted his intimacy.” The 
young Sovereign received him with great distinction. But 
the applause of his countrymen, tliori«eption given him by his 
Sovereign, and the marked attention paid him by the Ministers 
were not sufficient to feed the flame of his w’arm ambition. 
His aspirations are vaguely set forth in a letter addressed to 
Newcastle on May 3, UGl : If less liad been said,” he wrote, 
“1 should have been less ambitious and eonsetpicntly less 
luihappy.” Clive desired that his great services should be 
more definitely recognised by an honour from the source of 
honour. Newcastle Was bound to gratify the amldtion of one 
who was in the House of Commons at the head of a Imdy of 
adherents, and, a sharp hestower of patronage, he attempted 
to satisfy it Ijy the bestowal of an Irish peerage and the promise 
of future higber honours. On October 13, I73l, Give wrote 
a letter to Newcastle which now explains the paradox hmv he 
came to be created Baron Clive of Plassey. County Clare ii, 
the Kingdom of Ireland : * 


rJl Duke,— I just now Icnm from Mr. Jones that your 

Grace is desirous of having my Intended liije In order to nut a hAS- 

Sm«'stn1«est 

Being in posses.sian of an E 5 late in Ixefimd of nenxJv 2fND0£ n^r 
aimum I Have given orders to have it called Plassey the name of fhe 
place where we gained our great Victory in India fo which I owe all 
my good Fortune, if Iberclore Your Grace thinks there is no Uonm 
pnety in [he Ihmg J propose my TiUe to he Rohm LortI Clive bSou 
of Plaaey Jn the Kingdom of Irejancl hut this 1 submit as weUas 
t\eiy Ihjiifi the gre.ntest respoct 

Bo,.ki.kv ^ 

I3(h F,b\ 1761. 


Among the townlands in County Clare which CUve nnr- 
chased was Ballyfcilty, whose name he changed to Plassev 
“Ballykilty is in the parish of Quiu,"^tes a learned 
antiquary, “ close to the Franciscan abbey founded by the 
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Macnumaro-s. It is bounded nn the west by the little river 
Rhiiie.^^ Plassey in County Clare bounded by the river 
Rhine, seems redolent of Ireland*^ 

On December 1, 1761, Clive wrote thus to Newcastle s 

My Lord Duke,—J thought be tore this to have kissed the Kluges 
band for Ihe Honor Eiis Maje^y has been pleased lo bestow upon me 
and at the same time to have tesllflert my GraLitude to Your Grace 
as Ihe first Cause ant! PrJnopal Fromoter of tills Honor. In a few 
days I still hope to have that Pleasure^ in the mean lime give me 
leave to assure Your Grace I think as 1 ought of this great mark oI 
your Graces Favor and shall op on all occasions be ready lo convince 
Your Groce how much I am 

Your Graces 

Most devoted & obliged humble Scrv^ 

rtoBEhT CnrvE. 

1 Dct., 1761 . 

Tl^e letter which Clive wrote to Major Camac on February 

1762, reveab his feelings on the subject. He observes : 

” If health had nut deserted me nn my flriL arrival in England, 
In all probability I had been an English peer* instead of an Irish one, 
with the promise of a red riband. I know I could have bought the 
title (which Is usual), but that I was above, and the houoiim f have 
obtained are free and voluntary. My wishes may hereafter be aecom- 
pHsbcd/* 

Many and various were the congratulations which Clive 
received on his luercasc of rank- It %vas, however^ inevitable 
tlrnt his splendid pe^iitian and his power in the political world 
should create jealousies and animosities. The chief among 
those whose jealousy he aroused Was Lawrence SulivauT Chair¬ 
man of the Court of Directors. The two juen, as we learn 
from their letters, had been on fkicndly terms when Clive w'as 
in Bengid- Sul i van had warmly praised Clivers successes, 
and Clive Jjad wTitteu to his friends among the proprietors 
to vote for Snlivan^s election to the cliair* Both men w^ere 
greedy of power- Liiw'rcuce Snlivau was a man of under- 

^ Thz paper on dive In LLit “ BiQ^apliia HrlMunlcui states Umt " his 
SDvrre3|iti conlemed upon od ttio ftrst ol Deceoiber^ in Uie year l7Sl, the 
dignlly of Baron in Bus kinp^inm ol Irelanfl by Lius tide nf Ijirri Dive fSitron 
plsfiSH in the County of Clure." The patent h dated DutiliDi March 15* George 
III., »cond yeit of Ills reign. 
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stundiDjif and considerable naiural jjjirts^ and of strong lanll, 
who Imd ficicnmulated wealth in Bombay* Ue was no sooner 
landed as Cliairumn than liis knowledge of an Indian Presidency 
and its adtiiinistration, a knowledge whieji few of his colleagues 
jJosscBsed and his ability, nmde Jdm quickly “ the autocrat 
of the India House*’’ It is easy to ^sce that causes for disagree¬ 
ment would arise between two resolute men greedy of power* 
and Clive cannot be acquitted of a stiare in the responsibility 
of prochicing a bitter feud. A eopy iif his letter to Pitt was 
sent to Sidivaii- lie had not| like ClivCp the genius of a great 
adnunistrator* ajid he vfos incapable of fnrniing an opinion 
on the wise policy suggested by Clive, He was the Chairman 
of u company, able by force of clmracter to overawe men, and 
he took a purely official view of the matter. He efmsidered 
that it w^as n gross act of insul>ordinatiDU for the Governor 
of a Province, who ’was the servant td the Company, to write 
to a Minister suggesting a eurtailment of tlic Company's poiver* 
The unfortunate letter, which Clive drafted on the eve of his 
departure from India, reached the Court, and its insulting 
language inflamed the wrath of Sidivan and Ids coUeagu^^ 
and this anger was nothing but natiirah Clive was out of the 
reach of their power, but they positively ordered and directed 
tlmt iriimedlately on receipt of their General Letter to DengaJt 
dated January "21* all those persons still renmining in 

the Company's service who signed the dispatch “ be disniissed 
from the Company's Service; and you arc to take care that 
they be not permitted, on any consideration, to continue in 
Indiug but that they are to be sent to Hnghiiiit by the first 
ships ’ivhich return home the saruc season you receive this 
letter/' ^ 

On March 16, 1761, Sulivan wrote to Eyre Cixite na follows; 

" The Bellavloar of the Iheii BengaJJ Gentjemcn to you being 
slaiUar la their TreaLm^ul to their Masters, it puts an Knd to all 
reasoning, sLlh your detection at Madrasi veriili^ that reflection of 
Pope upon human Foresight ^ Whatever is* ts best.* Si how much 
are We indebted to Providence, for this [lisobcdieuce to our Orders, 

^ mU't ** HistfH-y of BnUxh India*" VuL Hi., p, 
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^our Country & your frieu<I share the honor of your masterly & 
prosperous Conduct, General LaVireiicc has perus^ your Journal, 
he publiekly applauds your DlsposiUaus, and declares they were 
striking Proofs of great Military abilities. Mr Pitt, who you know 
was a Soldier by Profession, has done you Idgh Honour In publisbing 
bis Sentiments, Jt with Jiim you arc n Tip-top lavourite. The East 
India Company have a grateful Sense of your Services; Praises of 
such Weight & Dignity must administer Innuite Satisfaction to a 
good Mind £ I know you will enjoy them. 

Your Letter of the 15!*^ ol Feb' nlaruied Me beyond c.vpresslon, 
no one was (I found) AToster of the Contents, for the Govf & Council 
(I suppose) had not time to mention It. &. therefore the whole was 
concealed, but very fortunately subsequent Advices, via Anjango. 

inform’d us that You had taken - by Storm, which proved to 

Me that Yon had renssumed the Conmi^tl, & now to the Matter 
itself—My dear Coote you was absolutely w'rong. the Govr & Council 
no less £ 0 —You should not have nominated the Comitiandlug ohUcer 
without their prenous Consent & Approval, but once done, they 
sliontd liave considered your great & (Ilstingukli'd Services, £ over¬ 
looked their own Pivrogative, ‘ Wliat tlire Elfects from trivial Causes 
spring ’—May this tind you hoppy In Ilamiony." * 

Bfitb Su]ivun and Cli ve were given to quoting Pope. Sulivan 
added: 

” 0»r People at Mudrasa we find are liot-bended, but they are 
able, generous & open,—I cun smother tlieir Rebukes, but the 
ungrateful Wrotches, Jute of Bengali, have hurt my Tciuper, Pray 
keep up a friendly Correspondence willi General Lawrenre, be is 
great £ good, 1 adore him for his distinguished & noble Spirit—^As 
I conclude you are now at Bengal], be well with Vanslttart, I beg; 
from his Character he is Ijigh in my Esteem, Jt from his Virtues £ 
AbiULys, r expect that lawless Settlement of Calcutta, will be 
reformed to Decency Jt Order—our blilltaiy Expences are amazingly 
large even bej’ond wliut we can possibly support for any time. Pray 
nmnifest your Regard to the Company in cuUlug ofi everv necessary 
Cbarge, & do not Jet us be loaded with that cruel Article of Balia, 
when it can be avoided,” ® 

Clive had lieen the chief of “ the then Bengali Gentlemen,” 
and he wait the head of “ the ungrateful AVretches. late of 
Bengali," but Sulivan did not fail to maintain amicable corre¬ 
spondence with him. He redoubled his profession of friend¬ 
ship and respect. In a letter dated September 29 he states: 

Colonrl Coote, Loadun, March 1C, ]?«,— 
Powis aiSS. f Msjj 
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Kesd I say that it m&rLtJyejs me when I eamaot Yon ; 

cspedally as its so rare that Y'ua call lapoa me, but upaii my Word 
to servts S" BowJands Son in the way You point out will be imprac- 
Uoable; having within these two hlanth& refus'd some high Applica¬ 
tions & aba? B Man tbs past Mr Secf Pill recef u Negative.'' ^ 

He adcU : 

" But reaJJy Sir Vansittiirt has emharass'd me—a most ImperliDent 
Paragraph bDrclering upon Insoience is hiserlci] In Lheir last General 
Letter tajdng us with LniusiJce lu seudLng Factors abroad to supersede 
those who have great Merit & AbUJtys ;■—^these nnlmadverslous arc 
in favour of a parcel of Elays whose Friends here having Copys of the 
Remoostratlug Paragraph are Noisy ^ traublesome^ however to 
compleat the Scene Vansittart by the very same Conyeyance presses 
me to appoint iioctor Hancoclc & one Parker HeatJy Factors at 
Bengali & tells me that Mr Lyon Brother lo L"!^ Strathmore (& one 
of those they write against) is a fine Youth wUl do honour to the 
Service—is thts Treatincnt candid^ or becoming t■ 

Tlie aegotiations for peace with France had been begun, 
and continued for some tiitie w^heii, on July 20, news reached 
London of the fall of Pondicherry. After the deceive yictory 
of Wandewa-sh, EjTe Coote conducted the campaig^n with such 
vigour and unremitting success tlmt some of the most im¬ 
portant stroagholds of the French soon fell into the hands of 
the victor^. On January 22^ 1760^ the great battle was fougtit; 
on February 2^ Ejnre Coote laid siege to Arcot, whose fort bud 
been more strongly fortified since the memorable defence by 
Clive^ Eight dayss after^ Eyre Coote wrote to **The Hon'ble 
The President and Council, Fort St. George ” : 

■' I have the pleasure of acquainting you, that I am now in posses¬ 
sion of the Fort of Arcot, The Garrison {which Consisted of 11 OUcers, 
203 Europeans & between 2 Sl 300 Jkapoys) siureodered Prisoners 
of War this TRomlng;'' ^ 

The fort of Permacoib situated about eighteen mile«i north¬ 
west of it^ was reckoned by the EYoneh as the key of Pondi¬ 
cherry* Tlie citadel crow^ned a rugged rock some three hmidred 
feet higli, at whose base was a piltaJi, or tow'n.j surrounded by 
mud walls* On Mui'cli 0 Eyre Coute wTotc' i 

^ Letter from Mr* SulU-Lin Id CDlongi dive, Mile End Greed, Septeiqb^ li9, 
17iU.—Fowls MSS. ■ ibid. 

■ Letter from Ejtc CudI*, Arexn VUlnge, Fcntuiuy JO, 17C0. 
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inform you that PermacoU surreinJcred 
to mt Iasi night. The SILualloo of mis pUce is of such o nature, 
that 1 may venture to say will, 50 Europeans 2 Companies of $ea^ 
dofend It for tu't'lvc months against any Army Ilia I 
could hr hrougm against it-^and to make use of Colonel Kemteiys 
own «qiressjon, nothinB hut Desiis or Monkeys could take it—we 
had the ladders upon Hie Men's Shoulders to put against the walls • 
wlieti be Surrendered," i 

Ewe Coote now marched towards Pondielterry, and on 
March 11 he went to reconnoitre the north hounds of the 
town. 1 determined to get ns good a sight as possible of that 
side, and accordingly went close up. 1 had a good view of 
their batteries without a soul giving me the least disturbanee.” 
That night he had an interview with Bussy. whom he had 
summoned to return to his camp. 

■■ His behaviour on this occasion," says Eyre Coote, " has con¬ 
firmed me in the opinion I always had of him—lhat of a man of strict 
^ Council of the French Nation held upon 

Klin before he came away. In which they declared him at liheny to 
Ik Icherry, notwithstaDdlng which and the most severe 

ht^ suniclent to make 

iiTi brtftlc. psrolu hi* hud given m#,"" * 

On March 12 the strong fort of Alamparva, to the north 
of Pondicherry, surrendered, and Karikal now remained the 
only station on the coast, except Pondicherry, in the possession 
of tile French. Karikal, blockaded by His Majesty’s squadron 
under Rear-Admiral Cumish and besieged by a small force 
sent from Tricliinopoly, surrendered, after a brief resistance, 
on April a. It was a severe loss, as it was the outlet for the 
rich country of Tanjore, and Ijilly hoped it Would be a port 
of considerable service w-hen d’Ache ivith his fleet apijeared. 
On tlifi Ifith Valdorc surrendered, and. about the same time, 
Fort St. David and Cuddalore were again in British possession. 

In April, i7eo. Admiral Pocock. who had rendered such 
Jjlendid service, had sailed for England, and been succeeded 
by Stevens, his able second in command. And Stevens readily 
gave assisUnce to Eyre Coote. As the British forces closed 

* tloflte. TluduvftiKin,. March 6, 1760. 

Er rom Coote, IJEfore Aliiiinpar%'a, March 11 , 760 . 
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in apnn Poudtchetry, Stevens established a rigdroiUj blockade. 
Lally, for many weary moiitits, watched for d’Ache's fleet, 
which he heard find sailed for the coast, and which alone could 
save biin. Sore pressed, he now made (iverturea to Hyder 
All. the young commander of a detachment at the siege of 
Tricliinopoly, who was now the chief of a formidable arniy, 
and the virtual ruler of Mysore, An agreement was concluded, 
ilyder was to supply a certain amount of provisions for Pondi¬ 
cherry, and a force of 2,000 horse and 4,000 sepoys, with 
artillery, to be siibsidiNed by the French. The Mysoreans, 
increasing in numbei-s, and collecting large herds of cattle, 
swept down tlie country. In a letter dated July 19, Eyre 
Coote informs the Presidency that Major More 

" has hail an Engagement willi Uie Mysoreans, and hy my diflcFent 
inlelJIaence from Hircars am an-am It bas einJed mui'li lo Ids dis¬ 
advantage, what corrolioratM llijs conjecture Is, the Mysoreans passing 
the River with their Convoy of Rrovlsions, ami the Juiirliou of part 
of them with Mr. Caliy,'* 

He added in a postscript: 

“ The French fired a salute this aftemoon of &2 Gnus upon hearing, 
as I suppose, the affair between liim (More) and llie Mysoreans." ‘ 

It was, however, a mere passing gleam of success. A few 
days after, July 21, 1760, Eyre Coote wrote: 

" 1 have now the pleasure lo Acquaint you that the Fori of Viile- 
noiir Is In our possession, Yfiterday at 12 oXJock at Noon we took 
it by storm, in the face of the whole French Army nod the Mysoreans, 
who joined them the Evening Lofore to the nuiuher of IGCHI ■ they 
were marching down to JU reUcf, with several hBa\y tlannon but 
upon seeing our Colours hoisted, and (he Salute fired from f he Fort 
they retired, at the Same time Cannonuding ns with 24-pDijiiders." 

The Mysoreans, though dexterous as marauder.s brought 
in provisions barely sufficient for their own copsumptioti. 
.And when they found the bloekaile grow more rlgurons. and 
they began to feel the pressiurc of want, they decamped one 
night from the glacis of Pondicherry. 

Lally now received a far greater blow tlmn the departure 

* LeILet frotEi Ejre Pisrambtck, Juiy 10, 


i86 


The Life of Lord Clive 

of the MysoreiLns- At the elose of July twci vessels eseaped 
the vigilance of the English fleet and anchored oH Pondicherry, 
They ift'ere frigates, the /ifnni&ne and the Balrine^ forerunners 
of the long-expected fleet, Lally thought* They told liini 
that d'Aelie had been forbidden by the French Goveriment 
to return to the Coromandel Const, tally realised the gravity 
of the ncAVs^ but he nourished his hope^ nnd calamities excited 
his c?ourage and quickened liis endeavours* The secret wa^i 
scrupulously guarded, and he spread the report that a great 
fleet would shortly aixebor before PondieherrJ^ 

Mean wink, ship? and men continued to come to Madras, 
On July 31 the Company's ships arrived in the road of Cudda- 
lore, and two days after carne another which had separated 
from them. They had on board flOfl men drafted from regi¬ 
ments iu Engl and to replace the casualties in Draper's and 
Coote'^^ corps* A month after, September 2^ there arrived at 
Cnddalore tlirce of the King^s ships convoying seineral of the 
Company's from Eiigland. “ Of the iiien-of-war two were 
the ^fnericfl and Medivay^ each 60 guns, whkh complcated 
the squadron before Pondicherry to IT sail of the line,” On 
board the Company's ships was part of a Highiaitd regiment 
under Major Hcetor Mimru, the gallant soldier who has a high 
title to rank with England’s be>d and bravest commanders. 

Lolly, seeing that he was every day being girdled with a 
ring of Iron, determined to smash it Ijy a decisive blow. lie 
formed a daring plan for surprising at Eiight the English imeSni 
On the night of September 4 the columns sallied forth- The 
surprise was complete,. The redoubt on the left was taken, 
but in the centre the attack and defence were fierce. The 
column sent to attack the camp in rear did not reach its 
destination in time to co-operate, and tlie other divisions had 
to retire with heavy loss, But the fruitless effort did not turn 
Lolly's detcrminatiou to continue the defence, uiid the proud 
and gallant soldiers of France^ when the cloud gathered to 
overwhelm tbem^ displayed their fidelity and devotion. When 
September came, Eyre Coote liad completed the investuicjit 
on all sides. In the beginning of October the stormy monsoon 
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s^a^son begafi, anii owing to the raiuSp httle could be done; 
but AdtiiiraJ Stevens, who hail at the urgent request or the 
Madras Govemmeut, cotiseuied to remain on the coixst, in 
spite of the imminent risk he ran, continued to maintain a 
vigilant blockade. Early in December^ when the weather 
began to be fine, regular siege operations were eommenced, 
and bombarding batteries erected. They were playing on the 
town when the Old Year passed. In the first hours of ITCl 
a cyclonic stonu smote the coasts Eyre Coote thus com- 
imiiiicated the news to Madras on January 2 : 

To Tue fiosoniiABcE The PmESiuE^iT 
Council of Foht St* Geohue. 

GE^TLEnKN,—After the lotist terrible tdght ol wtnd iioeI rain that 
T was ever to, I Iiave this morrilag the hidbI dismal prD!;ipect, 

our ihtl (I am alraid) entirely destroyed^ four of the skips we see 
dismasted, and two more on shore* The beach is covered with pieces 
ol wrecks. The Army almost In as great distress, having oar tents* 
liutts and eveiy thing belonging to us entirely destroyed. Great 
numbers of the black people, Nien, Women &‘ciiOilren have been 
kiUvih I fear greatiy for the Ship Bitkt, she had the greater part 
ol her stores on board. It is absolutely uccessaiy that you Gentle- 
meu eserl your uLmost by sending us as speedy supplies as possible, 
io make up for this iiufortunute cUsasferp and to enable ns at the 
same time to push on thy siege with vigoiir. I am by this shocking 
scene of contusion so hurried, w hlch prevents me froTn saying anything 
farther at presient tlion Ihat, 

i am. Gentlemen^ 

Your ^tost Obedient and most humble Servant 

Eyhe Coote, 

OuLQAREY, HjLAD QcA-RTH^tS, 

2nel Jannorp, l7flli 

The next day he mote as follows: 

Gentlemen,—A fler I had the Elonar oj writing to you yesterday 
I went along the sea side to the soiiLhwsrd ol Pondldiery where I 
had a most mbetnble prospect of onr shattered Fleet, it is not in tny 
power la descrtlie the horror of the night on the 1st and the dreadful 
cHects of it, there are three Ships on shore, most of the crews will 
he saved, the names are the Castlr, Quf^^nboroagh, & ProUd^r, 
Three Ships have foundered; the Duke of Acquilume^ Suiideriaml^ 
and Storeshlp, the two fninier had but one man saved^ and 

the latter seven blocks. Four large Nliips are entirely dismailed^ 
who they are 1 do not exactly know, nor ean I le|| any thing of the 
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few re^maining ^hips qf Lhe Squad toDp Should the lie arrived 

at ^[ad^a:!^ J beg j^ou would dispatch her tmmedSately and whatever 
artned vessels you can collect* wt have not at pj^seat even a hual 
to block up the place, 1 sent oH an express yesterday to Bombay 
by way of Anjengo, In order io hurry' round flic Ships of War ttiere^ 
and lam doing every thing in my power to help the distressed people 
here, as well as to carry on the aUaeks on this place. The storm 
has almost rendered useless eveiythlng I have hitherto doncp yet 
J hope hy a tittle aetlvity and perseverance to get I he belter of this 
misfortune. 

I have the honor to he with great Respect &. Esteem. 

OetiLlemen, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant 


Head Quahters^ 
3rd ivGt. 


Eybe Coote. 


On January 4 Eyre Coote wrote: 1 have the plea-sure 

to inform you that a sbip appeared thh morning which we 
take for Adnural StCA^cns* whom every' body gave over for 
It waii Stevens, w^ho had in his flagship stood out early 
to sea. Admiral Cornish with his division arrived j the dis¬ 
masted siiips got up jmy masts, and we hud. by the loth, 
eleven sail of the line.’^ Pandieheny^ was a g^iin closely block¬ 
aded. ** Our damages hy land were soon repaired,” wTote a 
soldier at the time. 

On December 24 there renmlncd in the magazines but 
four poujithi of rice for everj^ officer and soldier : on January 14, 
1761, there did not remain a suffieient supply of tliis sennty 
provision to last Iavo days more- On the morning of the 1 dth— 
fifteen years from the day when Clive Red from Madras in 
dLsgtiise—Poiitlicherry surrendered, and the grenadiers of 
Coote's regiment marched from the camp and took possession 
ol the \illenore Cate. In the aJ'ternoon the garrison drew 
up under arms on the parade before tbe citadel, the English 
troops facing them. All wore the fate of famine, fatigue or 
disease. 


“ The grenadiers of Loirnin and LalJy, once the ablest bodied 
men in the srmy^ appeared the iiideI Impaired^ having fafislanlly 
put themselves forward to evciy senice : and It waa recollected 
that from their first landing thranghoiit aU the services In the field, 
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and all Uio dUtrt^^ses o£ the blockade, not a man of them had ever 
deserted to the English colours/' ^ 

The French troops^ after Eyre Conle had inspected the 
line, marched into the citadel, where they deposited their 
arms in heap?^ and surrendered prisoners of war. 

The fall of Pijndicherry marks the extiiiction of the povver 
of France in India^ On March 9 *7ohn Call v^Tote to Clive 
from Madras : “ I am myself ixrcupied in plans for the destruc¬ 
tion of French power* Mabde has suTTendcred-*^ ^ In April, 
Gingcc. the scene of so many gallant contests, also surrendered. 
On May 3 John Call wrote : “ The conquest of Cingeo and the 
e?rpulbion of the French has restored entire tranquillity to the 
Camatic coast* A month or six w^eeks will complete the 
destruction of Pondicherry.” ^ The English treated Pondi¬ 
cherry as Lally, acting at>eordiiig to the commands of the 
Court of France^ treated Fort St. David and Idadnis. The 
fortiiicfttions were blown down and the houses demolished. 
In the Madras Rcconis there is the following grim entry: 

That notice was given to the inhabitants of Pondicherry 
that they are periiuttcd to pull down their houses, provided 
they carry imttrials to Madras, Cuddalorct or Fort St* David.'' 

On July 2T Snlivan wrote to Pitt from Eart India House ; 

" I will not lake up Your IJjne in ElemonstratiriG IhaL the French 
Company have h^rri the Authors oI Lheir own Ruin, nor attempt to 
prove we were even ready to makr Peare upon Terms of a general 
HtsLomtion of Teritnry to the IndJan Prlnceb, restiiig satisfied^ as 
hccomc a Mcrchantilc Rodyi with the Pro tec lion of Commerce—Wls at 
I shall offer to your consideration are my private Sentiments of a 
Plan that may best ssecure to m soUd and peraianent advantages 
and such I belieix^ will appear to be the Sense of our Cmnpany. 

My Dear Sir will be cotiflued lo our Mercantile Interes^t, we ought 
not, we cannot look farther, Govemm? may—The Reduction of Pandi* 
cherry has given us entire Possession of the GhormancJel Coast—In 
a Commeroal light the advantages can never be veiy extensive, 
there are but few Manufactures & no Porls ; the great benefit then 
mUbt arise from Possession of f^untries either by Cession or L'sur- 
pat Ion, whose Revenues must malntam Armies and draw' Riches to 

^ Orme, The Memalrs af I^lly state that " the inner forL" suirfadcred 
thn nc^t day. 

* Fo wls mss. 


■ iWd. 
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E^jw. This Dortnne Dupleis Jn his Momoirs avows, fie goes 
arther aiid deelaTcs Ihiit no Trsdjjiu can Support itself vnleiss they 
adopt simitar Measures, But if I could not clearJy con Jule his Reasoning 
1 shouJd wis 1 our Trade to Lirtin at an end. In Bengal we have a 
valuable Commerce, this Kingdom veuitates aU 
the Salt Petre earned from India to Europe, uad this such iin object 
of Oovenimeiit, that the East In<lia Company by CJiariers an? obliged 
^Vunually, The Territories granted the Cnmnany 
and Prorincea abounding In ManiifucUircs, and Tiifagc wJiose 
Revenues are great & enereosing, We have a perpetual Grant of the 
Sail Petre but the Dutch have, and the French may have what 

h r u ,^ * * * II is most camestly entreated 

that the Company may hold all Uelr Possessions in Bengal and that 
the French may be for over excluded; The Concessions that Un¬ 
doubtedly must be made, 1 heg may be upon the ChormondeJ Coast 
where we have enough to satisfy even French Ambition, But perhaps 
^ir you may think tlie RMtoralJim nf Pontlfcrlieriy with all the .Seltlc- 
menu and Territarles they possessed in 17-15. Adding Maliie upon 
^e Malabar Coast will be an Equivalent for Chamagpre as also 

certflinjy „ if more should be added, 

I hope it wUJ be the Southward of 5fadra«s." ^ 

On October S, 17(51, Pitt waited on his Sovereign, and gave 
up the seals beeausa the Cabinet would not agree to a declara¬ 
tion of war against Spain. Sulivan wrote to Clive on Nov¬ 
ember 18 ; 

itiLB End Green, 

18“ iVoD., I76t, 

II favour of Your Letter by Capt* Webber 
t ™^ed me In the time ol my attending the House which ended 

y esler^y Jt this Is the flrsl hour of my loDklng towards other business 

1 it m K Servants Concern.' 

1 hope It will be of eo dtiratjoii. 

Assistance will be veiy much wanted in furnish* Mutter 
for a Reply to the Dutch Memorial trausniitted from the States t 

‘ "■ "“»•»' ■" w 

Wheni it was in my Power last Year to offer You a good VoyflEe 
for any Friend Tou might Name 1 did it with picasnn® hut c^Ild 
The mfluenced by any other Motive than my Regard for CaJ: aivi ? 

su/ne fifttson nubsisfs^ 

It IS s^e ijme s^ce that A^jpUcaHons have been tnaflt to tnt 
some of whom from heavy Losses elatm our assistance : these tl“n 
are prior Engagements so far as I may be able to serv^ them fan" 

’ Fowls MSS. 


Clive in England igi 

if Capt? ’Webber be taken up next Year which is doiiht.fuli (nn 
viewing tfie number of Ships In turn before Mb) f certainly will take 
ail the Care I can of irlcq—Wllli Eincere "Wisbes for an eslablliihiii^ 
of Your lieaith — 

1 am 
Sir* 

Yffur most obed^ tr^ 

L,vw, SuxtVAN. 

After some Can Lest Lt was carried to hear my Petition at fTie 
Bar of the House —“ 

SiR^ — Since closing this Letter I have seen Jonc«, who has 
explaliril to me siiJBciently to make me compreheni! Yours, he will 
Impart to You the falsity of those Assertions that have been thrown 
out against me. ^ 

Clivn wrote a Icmg meiDor^ndimt in reply to the Dutch 
Memorial, and supplied Suiivan with the papers he required. 
He also pressed on Siilivau, in n manner not always diplomatic, 
the claims of the military uffleers who had served under hJm 
in India. i^urdCj Cartiaop Caillaiid and Knox had rendered 
great service to the State, and he was bound to them by the 
ties of gratitude and friendship. Sulivan wrote to him from 
the East India Mouse, March 11, 17d2* protesting that he bad 
dom^ his best in the matter of Knox* and liad taken particular 
pains to seci^re the promotion of Camae, But Clive had 
somewhat impetuously written to Forde that If I do not 
get you a ColoncFs or Lieutenant-ColoneFs Commission* and 
an appointment of Coniniander-iti-chief of all the forces in 
liidia* I will frarp that instant decline all transaction with 
Directors and E&st India Affairs.** SuUvan, however, refused 
to advance Forde, whose claijm^ were greats at the sacrifice of 
Eyre Coote, whose eminent services on the coast demanded 
recognition. It was impossible for two men with the tempers 
of Clive and SuUvan to agree* They behaved to one another, 
as Clive put it, like shy eocks^—at times outwardly expressing 
great regard and friendship for each other.** The bitter party 
strife of the liour soon caused the mere outward expression 
to fade away. 

Pitt s resignation had diminished Clivers infiuence with 

* MSS^ 
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tbE Ministiy. In May, 1762, tlie Duke of Newcastle resi^iucd, 
and Lord Bute became head uf the Treasury^ wdth George 
Grenville Secretary of State. Clive admired the bnsine^ 
faculty, the indiistty and courage of GrciwiUe, and betTJV'een 
the two men a clo!«; f^^endr^ll^p was forioed. But Clive declined 
to support the new administration, though pressing overtures 
were jnade to him* In writing to Camac he observed ; 

Now that we are to have peace abroad, war Is commenciiig at 
lioinc amongst ourseJves. There is to he a most violent contest^ 
at tile meetinij ol Porliameiit, whether Buie or Newcastle Ls to govern 
this kingdom ; and the tunes are so crilicfll that every^ member has 
an opporiutiity of fixing a price upon Ids services. 1 still conllniie 
to be one of those urLfashianable kind ol people who fJiink very highly 
of independency, and to bless my stars. ImUilgenL foriun^^hais enabled 
me to act according to my conscience* Being vcin|^ WWfy asked 
by authority, il I had any honours to ask fri^m iriy^overelgn, luy 
answer was, that I thought ft dishonourable to take advantage of 
the times : but that when dhese poi-iiamentiuy disputes were at 
an end, if his Majesty should then approve of my conduct by rewarding 
iU 1 shouid think myself highly lionoured in receiving any marks 
of the TOyaJ favourJ“ ^ 

No political or personal feeling euuld deter Clive from kis 
constant objects^—the firm e.^tablisiinierit uf British domuiion 
in India, arid the welfare of the people brought under its rule. 
He knew" that Bute was most atixioiJ^i for peace, aoid he w^as 
afraid tliat concessions might be made to France detrimental 
to British ^tupremacy. In September he wTotc a memorondum 
w*hich he forw^ardcit to Bute. The original ULaiiuseriplt- like 
the nriginal draft of his letter to Pitt, shows that bis method 
of composition was slow and toilsiune, his care and corrections 
as to matter and style endless. But the style always revealed 
the man. In clear abd forcibJe w"ords Clive discusses the 
policy of Duplclx for the extension of French power. 

Dupleix engaged In I he cniitcn lions of the princes of the coimlry, 
and had, at one tiirie, in a gr^at measure, obtained his aim. There 
remained nothing to eoinplcte il bill the expulsion of the English 
out of Hindustan. We were at that time whoJJy aLLached to mer- 

^ Malcolm^ VqI. IL. pp. 2t>4-5. 

•Th« OTi^nat paper la cndtlcd, "MemorUl as to tbe East lariira. liy Lmrd 
rJiVE/* 
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cantile ideas ; but undoubted proof of M. Duplefx’s projects obbgcd 
us to draw the sword, and our successes have been so great that we 
have accomplished for ourselves, ami against the French, exactly 
every thing that Uie French Intended to accomplish for tliVmselves 
and against us." ^ 

We were successful, but two dangers menaced our seeurity: 
(1) Tile possible readmissiou of the French; (2) The possible 
disarmament of ourselves. If the French must he readmitted, 
it must only be under strict conditions. Among the Powig 
documents there Ls an important paper giving “Sentiments 
of the Secret Committee concerning terms of a Treaty with 
France.” It is under date September 4—four days after Bute 
received Clive’s memoranduni. Tliis memorandum first dis¬ 
cusses thc^aUiSes tliat led to the long struggle between the 
French and 'English for the possession of Indian trade. The 
following recommendations are then made; 

'* That the French iccogrtlse Maboimned Ali Khan as Nabob of 
the Camatlc; that none of the princes acknowledging him shall he 
molested; that Salabut Jung be recognised Sabah of the Dccdan ■ 
that all sctUemenls possessed by Ihe French in 17-14 be restored to 
iMCriD I that the French shall not reset Lie in BengaJ," 


Ajjiong tbe Powis MSS. tU&r^ is q.L&o anotUer menioraiidiijR 
by the Secret Committee, under date September thb 
after reeapilulating some of the former arguments, states that 
the only conclusion which can safely he made in adilition to 
those previously suggested is that Masiifip^tam should be con¬ 
sidered neutral, subject to the sovereignty of neither party.® 
Sulivan had v^itteu to Pitt: “ But never reconcile to our 
Honour Justice and good Policy the injur tug our Nabob 
Mahomet Ally Khan in any shape whatsoever,” and Bute, 
consulting his friend Sulivan, adopted the suggestions of the 
Seact Coramittco in the preliminary treaty. By accident 
Clive heard what had been done. To allow that the French 
had a voice in the recognition of the titles of Indian princes 
meant restoring to them, in a large degree, their former status 
' NalcoUn, %'ol- IL. pp, 206-7. 

ntf meiillan of the second MeuuatoiuJum 
and the proposal to mate MasaUpalam uoittrab ‘■"lunm. 
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in the politics of Southern Indisi Great cmbarrassnient and 
danger Was bound to arise. Clive at once exposed the evils 
of the proposab to the Under Secretary of State, and Bute 
consented to the clauses being altered and amended. But the 
alterations were of no material importance. In the de8iijte 
treaty of peace concluded at Paris the lOth day of Pehruaiy, 
1763. the article relating to the East Indies was as follows: 

Article XI. '' m the East IniiiCE, Great Britain shall restore to 
hrance, in the condition they arc now in, llie different factories, which 
that crown possessed, as wcU on the coast of Coromande! and Orixa 
^ as also in Ucogai, at the beginning of the yea^ 

1749. His most Chrlslian majesty shall restore, on his side, all that 
he may have conquered from Great Britain in the East Indies duribK 

expressly cgnse Natlal and Tapanoully. 
m the lsl;md of Sumatra, to be restored; he engages farther, not 

of l«>ops. in any part of the (lominions 

or the Soubab of Bengal. And in order to preserv'e future peace on 

and French shall 

fnH Mahomet AHy Khan for lawful Xaboh of Ibe Carnatic ; 

^n.T?H i and both parties 

which pretensions of salisfaeUon, with 

which they might charge each other, or their Endian allies, for the 

■“««' 

Clive strongly di,sapprovcd of the amended artietc, and 
he voted with the minority in the House of Commons who 
condemned the peace. The anger of Bute was thoroughly 
roused, and he determined to check the ambition and punish 
the opposition of Clive. In SuUvan he found a readv instru¬ 
ment. Clive now realised that he could no longer'hope to 
^ry out great reforms b the administrative svstem of India 
by mimsteriai influence. He knew by experience the necessity 
of improving and strengthening tlie CivU Service wWch liad 
now begun to be formed from mercantile clerks, and he recom¬ 
mended that young men of ability should be sent out m larger 
milkers. He urged the importance of maintaining a strong 
military force. He did wliat he told Vansitturt-he wrote to 
urge the Directors to apply to His Majesty for commissions of 
Major-Generals for the Governors of the Presidencies, in order 

" Opose, Vd. II,, pp. 477„a, 
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that they should have a control over the Kind’s militarv officers. 
But Sulivan sought hy every means to counteract this proposal. 
It became clear to Chve that he must have weight In the home 
administration if any of his reforms were to be carried, and 
that the authority of SuHvau^he Great Dictator—must be 
destroyed. 

The constitution of the Company lent itself to Clive’s cam* 
paign. It liad heen framed for an association of traders. In 
order to have a fair representation at their business meetings 
everyone who was registered as the possessor of £500 of stock 
belonged to what was called the Court of Proprietors, and had a 
right to vote at their meetings. From the Court of Proprietors 
were elected twenty-four members whose stock exceeded in 
value £2,000, and who formed the Court of Directors. From 
them were chosen a Chairnian and a Deputy Chairman, The 
Chairman presided over the meetings of both Courts dm-ieg the 
^ ear, and was vested with constdexahle administrative power and 
patronage. A member of the Court of Directors was eligible 
for re-election at the end of his year of ofTice if he had not 
served as a Director for four years, when he could not be 
re-elected imtil he had been one year out of the directorate. ‘ 
It vms incumbent on the Directors to convene four General 
Courts of Proprietors in the year. They could convene other 
Courts more frequently if necessary, but they were bound to 
summon a Court of Proprietors if requested by nine Proprietors 
qualified to vote- The Proprietors qualified to vote had con¬ 
siderable authority over the Directors, whom they appointed 
and retained. They were empowered to enact laws and regu¬ 
lations for the administration of the Company’s affairs at home 
and abroad. They had the important privilege of adjusting 
the dividends to he paid to the shareholders. Ministers, 
merchants, shipowners, tradesmen in the City, lawyers, divines, 
invested in India stock because it gave them a vote in the 
adjustment of the dividcnrls, and an influence in the exercise 
of patronage by the Directors, who made all appointments of 

I^Peler Aqber’ii " Anal>ib of iha GgnsUltitlan of lUe Ejwt Imlla Company," 
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writers, oilicerA, cadets, suTj^eons to the severoJ govemjiients 
in India. By the constitution of the Coiripany at the time, 
the Proprietor of £5,000 had only one vote at the Court of 
Proprietors, the same as the Proprietor who had invested the 
qualilying sum of £500. This led to the misehievous prac¬ 
tice of malting collusive transfers,’' or splitting votes, as it 
T^as called 


The Birectors had to be chosen between March 25 and 
April 25 every year. Sulivan could not be chosen in 1762 
because he had been four years in oflice, and, when the election 
of 1763 appri>aehed, Clive determined vigorously to oppose 
him Md his party. He purchased £100,000 worth of .stock, 
and divided it into £500 shares among those who were bound to 
vote as he msheit Clive considered that by the votes of these 
two hundred Proprietors, and the support of the aristiwracy, 
the professional classes and those that liad served in India, 
he was certain of victory. Waiting to Vansittart on March 19, 
1763, he inforras him of the decided majority his partv iiad 
*' upon the holding up of hands ” at a quarterfy meeting of the 
Court of Proprietors, and he proceeds to say : 


* we shall bf stronger 

at the election thm we were In the General Cnurt. However, this 

choose to be very sangaJne, opr 

opponents being vciy' active." ^ j- b , « 


He informs Vansittart: 

nT,nifr«?r«rL"“ acccpting the Chair; I have neither 

oppjicatlon, tnowlcdge, nnr Lime, to undertake so laborious an employ 
I sbalJ confine myself to the poUlical and military operations; and 
I think I may promise, you shaU have a very large military fome in 

in thoM apprehend Irom onr enemies 

in those parts.oj j 

when we see the event of the Ihfng." » ’ 


The e^nt of the thing ” proved a grievous mortification 
to Chve. Sulivan numbered among his supporters many of 
he richest merchants and bankers in the City, who were well 
able to manufacture voles. He had also the support of the 
> MBlMlm. Val. IL, p. 213 . . pp, 
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muted strength of the irhole Ministry. At the election in 
April, when Directors were balloted for. Sulivan and his party 
were elected by n substantial majority. 

The victors lost no time in taking their revenge. The 
5tU Paragraph of the Company’s General Letter to Fort WUliam, 
dated April 27, IT03, contained the following conuiiands: 

" With respect to the Jagueer giveq by the late Nabob JaflJer 
Aly Kliari to Lord Clive arising out ol the Lands gntnled by the said 
Nabob to the Company, we direct that you do not pay any further 
Sums to the Attorneys of Lord dive on that account, and We Iiulher 
dlrea that whatever shall arise In future Irom tlie said Jagueer be 
earned to our Credit; You arc to cause exact Accounts to be made 
out and transmllted to us not only of what shall so come into our 
Cash, bat also of aJJ the Sums Lord Clive’s Attorneys have already 
received on the said Account together with the Dates of the Several 
Payments, His Lordships pretensions to the said Jagueer wlQ be 
Set tied lieTe/ ^ ^ 

Clive MTflS immediately informed of the contents of the 
paragraph* On April 28 be wrote to Vansitbart: 

** Lmi nieht I receiTed advice lhat the Diri!E;tors had seal orders 
to Ibeir President and ComidJ of BengaJ to pay into their casli the 
aiuoimL of my JpglilrCj and noL to grant me any I>iUs of e^kctiange on 
that account/"^ 

He requested him to act as hhf attorncyi if ho should judge 
it not improper^ 

Upon the whole, act like an honest man, aqd a mao of honour: 
do Justice to your frieod witbquL injunng the Company ^ for I am 
satlslledf the m&re Ihis aflair Is inquired into* the more it will be to 
my liodouT^^’ * 

Clive also wrote the same day to Carnuc, a-sking him to 
act as attorney provided Vaosittort should decline it from 
his being Governor, and he requested him to obtaio from the 
old ^d new Xawab an aeknowledgiiient of the right to the 
jaghire in the strongest terms. He gave the definite in¬ 
struction that: 

" In case the Govetuor am] Council should retain my money, 
or refuse giving blllE oi exchange, you (nr whoever acts as my aLtomey) 

pQwis MSS. * Malcolm, VoU II., pv 225. • ftw. 
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are immedialejy to commence a suit at [aie against the Cmnpany, 
anti to transmit a very exact account of aU your proceedings, tlial 
It may be taken op In England." '■ 

He also acldresscd & letter to tlxe President and Council 
" forbidding them to comply with the orders sent them at 
their peril,” In letter to Carnac, Clive mentions that 
" the opinion of the lawyers is, tlmt the Directors’ ardei^ are 
illegal,” Charles Yorte, then Attorney-General, who had been 
counsel for the East India Coiiipnny, and Fletcher Norton, 
the Solicitor-General, gave their opinion that the Directors 
had no case; that the Company’s tenure of the Zemindary 
rested on the same ground as Clive’s to the reserved revenue. 
Clive, fortified by legal opinion, applied to the Court of Direc¬ 
tors for a copy of their proceedings relating to tiie jaghire, ami 
he filed a bill agaiuKt them in Cluiiicery. It was generally 
expected that the next step to be taken 

'■ will probably Le a Commission lo issue out of the said Court litre 
but to be eiecnted In Bengal in order to ascertain I lie Facts Insisted 
ou : and llie ConrtilutlDn Usage and Laws of tie Empire as lar as 
regards tbls Question and for tlmt puipase to examine and take the 
Depositions in Writing of the several Witnesses tidier Side may think 
fit to produce to prove or disprove the several Ahegations contained 
In Lhe Bin nr in th^ Answer/^ ■ 

But, before a Conimissioa issued, England heard that the 
flame of war had been again kindled in the province of Bengal, 
and that a tragedy had been enacted more terrible than the 
tragedy of the Black Hole, Yhe whole nation was deeply 
moved. The Proprietors, alarmed not only for their dividends 
hut the existence of the Company, thought it necessary to 
compK>sc their differences witli Clive and to beseech him to 
return to India, in order, by bis authority, to save their richest 
possession from anarchy and ruin. 

On 1: ebruary J-, 1 4 d, the iM^pisiiig from Madras brought 
evil tidings from Bengal. On February 27 a special General 
Court was called at the reJiiiisition of nbe Proprietors, for the 
purpose of considering the state of affairs in India. The revo- 
^ Malcaltq, VdI. IL, p. 227. 
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lution and comiptinn in Bcn;^al Were specially discussed, and, 
at anotlicr Special Court, held on March 12, it was resolved, 
“ that it Ls the desire of the General Court, that Lord Clive 
be requested to take upon him the station of president of Bengal, 
and the command of the Corapiiny’s military fori,<es there-*’^ 
Clive, who was present at the meeting, inti mated “ that if the 
Court of Directors were as well disposed tow'ards him as he 
wa-s towards them, he should have no objection to the service ; 
but till lie found such a disposition, he desired to be excused 
from coining to any resolution.” * The Court of Directors, 
as Clive knew, were not well disposed towards him, but they 
were not prepared to act openly against a strong resolution 
of the General Court, and on March 10 they forwarded Clive 
a copy of the General Court’s resolution, and informed him 
“ that they were tittammovs in assuring him, tlmt they would 
most cheerfully concur in taking the steps necessary to carry 
the resolution of the General Court into cfleet, and in preparing 
every convenience for his passage,” * An election to the 
Directorate would soon, aecording to the constitution of the 
Company, be held, and SuUvan and his followers were naturally 
anxious for CUve to leave England. But Clive was deter- 
tnined to remain and fight at the election for his friends. On 
the X7th he sent the following eurt reply through the Secre¬ 
tary : I have received your letter enclosing a copy of tlie 

resolution of the last General Court, I must desire you will 
return the Directors my thanks, for their offm of preparing 
every convenience for my passage,” * 

At a General Court held on March 81, the Directors’ letter 
and Clive’s reply Were read to the Proprietors. Clive was 
present. He Was asked if he were inclined to declare his imme- 
diate acceptance of the offices of Governor and Commander- 
in’ Chief of Bengal. Clive replied that “ he Would give his 
answer as soon as the next election of Directors should be 
deterrnined.” An attempt was then made to anniil the offer. 
One of the Proprietors, in the interest of the Court of Directors, 
moved ” tlmt, Lord Clive dcchning to axxept immediately the 
‘ Aulier, p. 122, * ibid. pp. 122-3. 
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service proposed to him by the Cctieral Courts the Court of 
Directors he desired to make the proper arraiigemeiitSr in the 
present critical situation of the Company's aifairs," » A Ion® 
debate ensued, and the motion was rejected with clamour. 
Chvc, having declared that “ he could not accept the service 
if the Deputy Chairman remained in the lead of tire Direction,” 
Sulivan declared in the most emphatic mamicr his desire to 
co-operate with Clive in the most honourable and friend.ly 
manner, but Clive remained firm in Ills resolution. He asked 
the Proprietors that he be allowed to give his final decision in 
a few days. 

On March 28 he sent the following letter to the Court of 
Directors: 


Gentlemen,—U was agied at the last General Court of Pm- 
prietors, that I should have a tew days to consider ;iiid determine con* 
ceming the terms upon which I would accept of the request of the 
p^edlng Court of Proprietors, to lake upon me tlie dlrecUon of 
tbeir Id Bengal. 

Although I thought 1 had soEQclenGy explained myseU on lhal 
heod at the time the proposal was made, yet, as there seemed to he 
ft dlspoalLion m many gentlemen of the Court for whom I have the 
highest respect, that ft reconciiiiiLion should lake place hetvreen 
Mr. Sulivan and me, so that this gentleman miglil btiJl conduct the 
affairs at home, and that 1 might nevertheless \T:nLur'e, without leor 
of mj reputation, ahroad, I thought Ihe respect which was due to 
those Proprietors, the duty 1 owe to myself, anti the regard 1 Jthn| | 
ever feel for the interest of the Company, all called upon nio, in the 
strongest manner, once more Ip revolve in my mind the possibility 
oi such an union, consistent with the services I ^vould endeavour 
to render the Company, and consistent with that altention which Is 
due to my own honoun 


This I have entleavourcd to do In the coolest and most dispassionate 
manner after laying aside every prejudice, amd judging only from 
the constant expenence ol things. 

Upon the whole, I sliU continue to be of opinion, that, in case 
the Proprietors thinh It for their advantage that Mr, SuUvan should 
renQi^ at the head of the Direction (or, as he was pleased lo term 
it himself, should continue him in the lead of their alfairsl 1 
cannot accept their senrlce: but In case tlie Proprielam should 
not think It nece^ary to continue Mr. Sulivan in such authority, 

r. «ven supposing 

the next advices should pronounce their aflalra in Bengal to be In 
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as ilesperate a condition as ever they were in the time of Suraja 
Dowla. 

ShoiL|[| n DLifCction be selLIed wiLh "whtJiti I can co-operate^ 

everything wIU be easily adjusted, since I have no f til crested v iews 
la gaiag abroad. 


At the same time, I never desired, or even i^isbtd, io name a 
Dirtclion, as some indufitrlously spread abroad ; I only object to 
one man bavfne the lead in the Company's affairs. In Tvhom L have 
so olten and publicly declared I never can place any confidence^ 
and who, in loy opinion, has acted, and does coiitiniie La act, upon 
principles dmmetricaUy opposite to the true lulerest of the East 
India Company, 


1 have the honour to be^ with 
most obedient humble servant, 

Berkeley Squahe, 

March 2m, 1761 .^ 


great respect, gcntleineii, yuur 
(Signed) Clive. 


On April 12 ^ the annual eieeUnn took place, and, after a 
stronmms contest, Sulivan succeeded in having elected twelve 
out of the twenty-four DirectorsJ, including himself, and Clive's 
frien<hs gaitied the remaining twelve. Next day the new 
Chairs were chosen^ and Mr. RoiiiS^ a staunch friend of CJive^ 
was choiSen Chairman, and Mr. Bolton^ also a supporter, was 
nominated Deputy Chairman^ 

On April 19 Clive Uad,^ at tUeir request, an interview with 
the new Cuiirt of Directors, mid expressed his views gcnemlly 
on the politlealj eommeretal and notary aifairs of the Com¬ 
pany. Mr* Speneer, a Bombay civilian, had been appointed 
seeojul in C^uned at Bengal, wnth sucres^sion to the Ckivemor- 
ship, and Clive declared he could not proceed to Calcutta 
unless his appointment Were cancelled, as it would lead to 
the resignation of several of the Bengal CoundL He also 
e:^ressed a firm npinioii that it would be most improper for 
bim^ to go to Bengal as Governor Whilst the lawsuit relating to 
bis jaghire was pending. He had, at one of the Genital Courts, 
proposed a compromise—that he should hold the jaginr^ for ten 
year.^, or till hLs deatli, if it happened withfn that period, and 
it should then become the property of the Company. On 
the 27tli he had another interview witli the Directors, and he 

* AubiiTj pp* 123-^. 
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inr<jirmc<l thtni Uti was ready tii awept the Govemorsbip of 
Bengal, although liis oIEer as to the jaghirej^hip was not acoepted. 
He then addressed the Court at considerable length, and 
submitted various suggestions wlueh he considered would 
promote the interests of the Company. The Court of Directors, 
on that day, cancelled Mr, Spencer’s nomination to the Bengal 
Council, and reappointed liim to Bombay. 

The same day Clive wrote thus to the Court of Directors : 

_ In obedience to your commands. ( now transmit the purport of 
whfll I had the liodaiir to represent to you by word of mouth at Ihe 
last CoiirL of Director, with some other particulars which slJpiied 
my memory st tliupiimc. 

“ Having taiien Into eon&idcraLlDn your letter sent me by the 
Secrelary, ss also the request of tlie Gencrai Court ol Proprielon, 

J tnjiik mysejf bonnd in honour to accept the charge of your ofloirs 
in Dengai, provided you wUI cooperate with, and assist me In such 
a ntanner that 1 may be able to answer the expectations and Inten¬ 
tions ol the General GoarL 

" As an Individn^, I can have no temptaliou to undertake this 
arduous task, and nothing but the desire I have to be useful to my 
country-, Md to itianif^ my gratitude to this Company, could make 
me embark m this service, attended as it is wiLb so many inconveuiences 
to myself and my family. I cannot avoid ackuowledgiag that 1 qnit 
my native country with some degree of regret and difndence. on Jeaving 
behind me (as 1 certalniy do) a very divided and distracted Direction, 
at n UmCj tiHjji wlicti uniminiity is mure thou ever requisite for the 
carrying Into execution such plans as are absolutely neecssarv to the 
well-behig of the Company," 

He tl^n entered into a short disctiasion of your political, 
commercial, and militarj’ affairs in Bengal.” He was opposed 
to any extension of territory as long as it could be avoided, for 
** if ideas of conquest were to be the rule of our conduct, I 
foresee that we should by necessity be led from acquisition to 
acquisition until we had the whole Empire against us,'* The 
Nowab of Bengal must not be aUowed to be independent, for 
the princes of the country must in great measure be dependent 
on us or we totaUy so on them.*’ But he ought to be " treated 
with respect, and with that honour which ought to be charac- 
t^istic of Englishmen in Asia as v,'cll as in Eorrqie." The 
Governor, Council, and civU servants should be absolutely 
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forbidden to take part in the trade in salt, betel-nut, and 
tobaeco. "" As a means to alleviate in some Tneasure the 
dissatisfaeLLon that such restrictions upon the commercial 
advantages of your servants may i^ceasion in thern^ it is my 
full intention not to engage in any kind of trade myself; so 
that they will divide amongst them 'what used to he the 
Governor's portion of commercial advantages, ivlueh was 
always very eonsidcrahle.” He bound himself “ not to enrich 
himselT one farthbig by any pay or emo-lumcnts he xmght 
receive/' 

By a reorganisation of tlie army he hoped to reduce the 
military expenditure, which was iiuch a sevi^e drain on tlm 
finances of the Company* He considered 

" that u force f>f nqt less ih&n three UiousimLd Kuropraiis should 
always he mqinlolued in Bengal, and that It slmnld ron^^t of three 
batUlionE af infantryp four romponies oI arllJJery, and a regLmenl 
oi light horse. The force wus to be organisrclj with the sepoy regl- 
menf s, in three brigades, an d for recrtkiling purposes I he re were to 
be two depot battaiiops in Eu^nud." 

He proposed that Eyre Cootc and Forde should be re¬ 
warded by placing them at the head of these depot battalions 
respectively* 'With regard to his cDnuuission as Cumnianjder of 
the Bengal Arjnj% the question as to his seniority with respect 
to Stringer Lawrence, who Was eonuiianding at Madras^ arose^ 
and he wrote as follows : 

" To prevent disisensiens, I am wilUng to receive a militory com¬ 
mission inferior to General Lawrence^sj but that gentleman biis 
received from the Court of Directors so very extensive n power over 
all their forces m India, that the presidency aL which be resides, is. 
In fact, litUe Jess than the residence of a Governor-General over all 
your setllemenls ia India. If over the appointment of such an ofDcer 
as Govemor-General should become necessary^ It Is evident that be 
opgbt to he estabilshcd in Bengal^ as the greatest weight ol yeur 
civih eommerdoJ, political, and military affairs will always he in 
that province. It cannot, therefore^ he expected that 1 should be 
subject to have any part of the military forces allot led for Lb at province 
recalled or wUhheid from me at the will of on oElcer in another part 
of India ; or that even the presence ol that olDcer in Bc^ngal should^ 
in any way* interfere with my mUitaiy authority in that province. 
It will likewise he necessary (at least until ailalrs In Bengal are restored 
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to perfect tranquillity) that ’whatever tr&nps^ Ireosures^ or other con- 
meats may he destined from England to that presidency* shall 
nat> as usual, he stopped and employed by any of the other presold end es 

□t which they may chance to arrive in their passage towards the 
Ganges." 

On April 30 Clive was sworn in as Pre-iiident of Fort WjUiam 
and Cojiimandet-in-Chief of the Company's forces stationed 
there. On Maj-' 5, at a meeting of the General Court, it was re¬ 
solved to grant Clive his jaghir^ on the terms he Itad proposed* 
The General Court also resolved, at the suggestion of Clive, 
tliat covenants should he entered into by all the servants of 
the Company bindmg themselves not to receive gifts, presents^ 
or rewards In India. Clive, knowing the oppoaition he would 
meet withi desired that he should be invested with power to 
overrule his Council and act according to Ms own juilgment^ 
and on Ms own responsibility, if he considered the occasion 
demanded it. But the Direct oxs were not wLHing to give this 
despotic power to any servant of theirs, however illustrious. 
A compromise was arrived at by which Chve ’ivas to nominate 
a Select Coimnittee of four to aet with him as President. On 
May 25» 1764, the Court al Directors resolved 

that, la order to restore peace and tranijuillily in Bengal, full powers 
he given to our president and governor Lord Clive* Mr. Sumner, 
General Camae, Messers. Verelst and Sykes, lo pursue ’whatever means 
they judge most proper to attain the same : but that, when it con 
be done conveniently^ they are to consult the Coandj at large. How¬ 
ever, when those desirable objects are obtained, I he said eitraordlnury 
po’w^ra are ijuTnedlalely to cease." ^ 

The ijuestion of Clive'^ return to India wajs settlecL To 
him the kingdom which he had won for England, and had 
governed so well, wa,s an object of deepest oonceriu To him¬ 
self this return proctired no advantage, but entailed a h^yy 
aacrifi ce. He had declared that he should accept of no pecuniary 
advantage, and he wo^ giving up the enjoyment of vast wealth. 
He Was leaving Walcot, the country home where he gathered 
his friends around him ; he was parting from his children, 
most bitter of all trials—he was leaving, on account 

^AiibcTp pp. 12T-S. 
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of her health, the faithful ancl devoted compamoii of his life. 
The sacrifice which he was about to luakc Was j^ifeaL But the 
niotives which urged him to make it were without the least 
taint of self—noble and irresistible. The preparations for 
departure were soon made. He appointed, for his 
Maskeljme, Ids brother-in-law, as his Aide-de-camp ; Ingbam, 
who liad earned a reputation in Shropshire as a skdrul phy¬ 
sician i and Henry Strachey, who in every respect answered 
to Macaulay’s idea of a Private Secretary—“ brave and faith¬ 
ful, capable of executing orders punctually, of keeping secrets 
inviolably, of observing facts vigilantly, and of reporting 
them trnly. He also took two or three of his servants to 
took after his household, and four musicians to form the 
nucleus of the future band of the Viceroy. To the Private 
Secretary Lady Clive sent the following parting instruc¬ 
tions : 

Mr, SLraqhey will remember to write to Lady Clive, A let her 
know how my Lord does wliUe at Portsmoutb, & ever alter w'hen 
OpportunJly oflers. 

Li Send Lady Clive word whether one Jaffier a 

black Man formerly Seiang to Lord CUve be on board the ffcnl. & 
to look at him now A then. 

■' Mr, Stiacbey wUl remind Lord Clive of a Lad one Rlselcy, who 
* whom hady Clive would recommend to his 
Kindness, be was brought up q Printer, can write a good Hand. 
& is descended from a very worthy woman, for whom Lady dive 
has a great Regard. 

" l®r Mr. SLracbey, & to cany one to Gen' Camac, 

" Lady dive hopes If the Musicians behave well, my Lord will 
be kind to them, & desires to observe that Mr, Robertson has a great 
^nlns for drawing, & may be useful on board, & in Ttirtfa yne 
Harpsichord in my Lord's Cabin is Mr, Robertson’s. 

£ 

Groneman . . 150 j 

RoberUon . . 150 

Shueman , . pjo /Musicians wages per Annum. 

VVaterhoiise . . 100 ) 

>f txamiDe the Books of Music^ A see that the 

Musiciaas do not tmsJay, or abuse them, as Lady Qive hop^^s to see 
tbe Music come back sale* or that it will be disposed of as my Lord 
pleases at his leaving India. 

■'Lady dive particularly recommends Mr, Rob^ Cox, ber Cousbi, 
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who is in the Compimy's Service al Bomhajv Id Lord Clive's notice 
by lecommendlDg him lo the GenUemen at Bombay. 

" Mr Periera, & his Lady. Mr. Periera is in the Nabob of Arcol's 
Army, He is recoinineaded by Lady Stamford. 

" Mr. Jabs James Pritchard, recommended by Lady Dclomcr 

*■ Ntr. M'Machemde an OlScer in Monson’s Reattn* recommended 
by Nfjss Sempib-" * 

The time came for CliTe to hid hi& children and devoted 
wife farewell; and he went fortli in a noble independence 
of Spirit to destroy corruption^ to check opprcssioHi to re^ 
dress grievimceSt and to give vigour and authority to govern¬ 
ment* 

* Pawii. MSiS- 


CHAVTER V 

1700^1764; tue sthitgole fob supremacy 

Ft is necesiiary to refer to the general course of aJIairs after 
Clive left India in order that the condition of Bengal, when 
he returned to talte up again the government of the Presidency, 
nmy be understood. The period from CUve’s departure to 
his return is a discreditable and corrupt epoch in the annals 
of the Bast India Company. It has created an impression 
1/nth regard to our acquisition of India and the native popula* 
tion which exists even at this day. The statement that British 
dominion in India was acquired by conquest, accompanied by 
rapine, is insistently hept before us with little variation. Tlie 
story of the inevitable gradual expansion accompanied by 
civilisation has yet to be worthily told. The evils wrought 
by a band of traders during the transition period between 
Mohammedan despotism and British government are remem¬ 
bered, while the feats of civilisatian, such as the extinction of 
human sacrifice, tlic rescue of infants &om the Ganges, widows 
from the flames, and the child-iivife from the miseries of per* 
pet^ widowhood, are forgotten. The story of this short 
period of cupidity and cotmption has been told by contem¬ 
porary writers, but the epoch lends itself to colouring, and 
the facts have not always been recounted in good faith with¬ 
out choice and selection. 

Clhre foresaw the great evil which endangered the prosperity 
and safety of the British as the donunant political pemer in 
the three great provinces, when he wrote, on the cve of his 
departure, that Major Caitlaud'S arrival with reinforcements 
hod put Bengal out of all danger but tliat of venality and 
coTTuption. It was the cupidity which the new avenues to 
speedy wealth excited ; it was the weakness and extravagance 
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of Meet Jaffier ; it \Vas tlie intrigues of bis heir, reckless, selfish 
ajitl greedy of power, w'bicb caused Clive the gravest anxiety, 
and not the invasion of Behar by the Sbabzada. It will be 
remembered bow Clive sent Caillaud with a force to meet that 
flsnger, how he went to Murshidabad to overcome Mecr Jalber's 
objections to the expedition, and how, against bis father’s 
wishes, Mceraa, at the head of a large force, joined Cailiaud 
four days after he began bis march to fatna. The invasion 
became a greater menace than Clive had any reason to antici¬ 
pate, Soon after crossing the frontier the SImhTada beard 
of the murder of bis father, and lie proclaimed tiimself 
Emperor under the title of Shah Aiam II, His first act was 
to conQrin the Nawab of Oudb as Vizier of the Mogul Em- 
pire. ilany chiefs with large forces, who had hesitated to 
throw in their fortunes with the wandering IleiC'apparent 
to the Mogul throne, now lluokcd to the standard of the 
Mogul Emperor, 

Shall Alam advanced rapidly against Fatim, and under the 
walls of the city defeated Ram Narain with considerable 
loss. A detac:hment of British sepoys and the three ofQeers 
present Were cut to pieces in covering his retreat. The com¬ 
pany of European infantr^^ and a detail of artillery—nmnbering 
together only 70 men—and a small body of sepoys by thdr 
cool and daring action made good their retreat to Patna. 
When the only officer present was killed. Dr. Fullerton, the 
civil surgeon of Patna, took command. The native historian 
writes i 

" The remnant oI the army was discomfited. Doctor WiUinm 
Fiillarton* with wjiom the au thor was him self accpioin tcdj took the 
conimnDd. Other ofOcers there may hav* been wim as^ted fji 
restoring order, but I do not know of any, Oni? of the guns, which 
was lying Infurcd an the Held* they datnsged and rendered useless by 
striking an iron sptkfe into its {vent), T(i^ other gun and the 
arnmuniUon waggon they took wjlh them. Steadily, and in good 
order, they re tired on Azimahad (Patna). As they retreated an 
accident happened to the gun-carriage ; the doctor, standing with 
perfect coolness, set It right, and then went on his way. Among the 
good qualities of this man, there Is no doubt that firm resolve, lore- 
sight^ and coiLTago were pre-eminent/^ 
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Meanwhile Caillaud and Meeran were tnarehing up tlie 
countty, and on Febrnmy 23 . 1 TOO. three tkys after Clive sailed. 
Caillaud met and defeated the Etnpcior and compelled him 
to retreat to Behar. From Bchar, SUh Alam struck across 
the Kurruckpore hills, closely followed by Cmllaud. In April 
the British oonmiandcr was alioiit t« attack the enemy’s camp 
when he discovered that the Emperor had burnt it and was 
doubling back with all speed to Patna. Caillaud immediately 
sent a small detachment under the command of Captain 
Knox with orders to Imsten in pursuit td him. Slinh Alam 
was Joined on his march by Law with u small French force : 
Patna was again invested, and with more scientific skill owing 
to Law, On April 28 the enemy, after a desperate condiet, 
were driven from the ramparts. 

The small garrison, wasted by tlie constant firing and 
attack of the enemy, worn by toil, felt that to hold the city 
was no longer ijossible. In tliis extremity, at noon on April 29. 
a cloud of dust was seen on the opposite side of the river. It 
came steadily on. Men were seen moving. It was an expected 
reinforcement for tlie besiegers I Stout hearts were filled 
ivitb dismay. But ns the cloud approached nearer, it Was seen 
to be tinged with colour and to shimmer. It was the red 
coaU of British soldiers and the glitter of British bayonets. 
Great vm the Joy of the besieged. Boats were sent to ferry 
the men across the river, and Knox, with an advanced party 
proudly marched through the city with the British colours 
flying and the drums playing, and “all ranks," the native 
historian states. “ said openly that now the English were within 
their walls the enemy Woidd not dare to come to attack again,” 
The relieving force had in thirteen days, during the hottest 
^on of the year, marched a distance of about 300 miles, 
^ce had they crossed the wide Ganges. "Captain Knox 
himself had marclied on foot the whole wav as an example 
to his men." The foUowing day Knox and his partj' made 

a succes^ sally, and two or three days later the Imiierial 
army raised the siege. 

On June 16 Knox engaged, and completely defeated, the 
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Nawab of Purnm, who was marching to join Shah Alami 
and he wafi following the retreating foe when he was joined 
by Meeran and CaiUaud^ who continued the pursuit while 
Enox returned wnth his party to Patna. On the night of 
July 2 the muttering s of thunder were heard, vivid lightnings 
flashed across the skyin and the rain came down in a deluge. 
Meeran, finding the wind rose steadily, quitted bis ow'n tent 
and Went into a smaller one less lofty and better fiustened to 
the ground. According to Eastern usage a story-teller sat 
by his bedside to lull him to sleep by some pleasing tnle^ while 
a domestic chafed his limbs. The re^ must be told by the 
native historian! 

** God knows whether Mircn reolly fell asleep, or whether he only 
wailed for the angel ai death with his ryes open : this much is 4:ertoiii» 
that at that very moment a threaLenliig thunder rent the air with a 
dreadful crash ; and the hghtntng of revenge and retribution, rushing 
down from the clouds upon his guilty head^ deprived him of a life 
which he so little deserved. He was fouml dead, ^ust as he was, 
upon his bed, without any molion at all having preceded Ills disso- 
lutlon. Thus did he fall a sacrifice to the Divine vengeance. The 
flame that had hnnied that odiouB man, communicated Itself to the 
servant and to the story-teller, and hnmed to ashes the rij^mg plan Is 
of the eidstcnce of those two persons/'^ 

In August, 1T60, Bcventeeti days after the death of Moernn, 
Henry Vansittart, who had been appointed Governor of Bengal, 
arrived at Calcutta from Madras. Hoi well, who had been 
occupying the President's chair, tiad not forgotten his suffering 
in the Black Hole, and he Imd a natural animosity against all 
Nawftbs, and a particular objection to Meer JaflBer, who had 
taken so prominent a part in the siege of Calcutta. Holwcll, 
when he was about to resign the Service and leave Bengah 
sent to his successor and members of tlie Select Committee a 
** Mcraorial on “ the present state of things at Bengal** It 
is a paper which deserves careful and cautious eonsidfu-atlon* 

* The BBUii5r of the Seir Mintaqlierin BtateA tlial stime attend ant» " gtt- 
tlnrf fiUently into the teat^ examiaed the aad found Uiul It had m fewer 
than five of tlx holM on the head, with tlx or sqven streaks on the beUy ond 
back, and these last Icmkod like so many stroki^ indicted by an aam- whip. 
On the iobre, which was close to his pillow^ they dlKovered two w thrM holes, 
whse the Mclal uemcii to have rtjn ; bnl the wood af his bed towards bis 
head was enUnly rotten,'^ 
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HoIweU mentions uith muoh vigour the various mstanceii of 
treachery towards the English of which ftleer Jaffier and his 
son were guilty, the secret negotiations witli the Dutch, " a 
measure^as wicked as fwiish,’* the negotiation with the Mah- 
rattas, “ which would have proved the total destruction of 
the countryand the recent overtures made to the Shali^ada 
for a separate treaty. Eaclr cliarge dwells upon the uniform 
chain of cruelly, tj-ranity. and oppression which had received 
a check from the frequent and severe remonstrance of Clive. 
“ Each of these charges is a violation of that treaty which 
put Mecr Jaffier AJy Kiian in possession of a government of 
more value than many kingdoms of Europe, supported by ns 
at the expence of our blood, until it became a scandal and 
reproach to our name and nation,” 


When the news arrived at Murshidahad of the death of 
Meeran, the troops stirroimded the palace, scaled the walls, 
JQvadcd the sanctity of the acnana, and threatened Mecr 
Jafficr with instant death- Cossim Ali, the Nawab’s son-in- 
law, pacified the mutineers by paying three lacs of rupees out 
of his own ftinds as part of their amors, and becoming security 
for the remainder, Mcer JafTier's remaining sons were young, 
and Mcer Cossim was universally regarded as the unquestioned 
heir and the only person capable of retrieving the desperate 
&i£uirs of the govern meat. 

Soon after the death of the Crowm Prince, Meer Cossim 
wrote to Mr. Hoi well letters containing strong professions 
^d assurances in favour of the Company if by their support 
be could obtain the status and ofllces held by Meeran. 
letters were communicated to Vansittart. Meer Cossim was 
invited to visit Calcutta, and the Nawab’s eonsent was obtained 
on a pretext. Holwcll states in an “ Address to the Proprietors 
of East India Stock ” that at a confidential interview Mcer 
^ssim^ suggested “that if Meer Jafficr were not murdered 
1 would never he in hus power to render the Company those 
services which he had so much at heart,” Holwdl goes on to 
My that he expressed Ids horror at the suggestion, and told 
Meer Cossim that unless he dropped all mention, as well as 
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every intention, and attempt of the measures he had intimated, 
the Conference must end. there*”* Cossun acquiesced, hut with 
an evident appearance of dissatisfaction. Burke has given 
wide currency to Hoi well’s story* In his speech in the im¬ 
peachment of Warren Hastings he declared: 

" CossLm Ally Cawn proposed to Mr, MoIweU, what would have 
been no bad supiilemciit lo the flasii of lightning, Itie murder of 
the Nabob ; but Mr, llolwell was a man of too much honour and 
Conscience to suffer that. He instantly llew out at it, and declared 
the whale business should stop, unless the affair of the murder was 
given up." 

Holwcll in **.A Hefutation of a Letter,” denied, however, 
that the proposal w'os ever made. He writes: “As to C<x»iim 
*\ly Khaa’s being desirous of assassinating Meer Jafficr, it is a 
charge we much doubt the truth of, as we never before heard 
the fact mentioned." * 

On September 27 a treaty was signed, and by tlie first 
two articles it was agreed 

" that Uossini Aly Khan shall be Invested with the Dewemnee ■ be 
declared Chuta Nabob.* aud successor In the Subasblp lo Meer Jafficr 
Aly Kban and cnj<7 all the posts possessed by Ihc late young Nawab," 

and 

” That aH acts of the government shall run under the ECal of, and in 
the name of—Mhlr Aly Khanj but the cxecnllve power Ehould 
rest bi Cossim Aly Khan; the dignity of the Suba to remain 
inviolable in Ihe person of the former, with an allowance of one 
Lack of Rupees per mensem, for the support of hts housdiuld, &c. 
cxpenceg/- 

By the third article Meer Cossim was to pay and make 
good the balance of the “TanA'aj” (assignments) on the 
revenues of the land jis adjusted. By the fourth, 

" That the Company shall keep up a standuig force, for the defence 
of the government and provinces, consisting of gooo Sepoys, 2000 
European Foot, 2000 r.ondtiy Cavalry, and 500 Enropeon Horse*" 

^ Helrrcll: " loUJa Tracts.” p* Pi. ‘ JWd,. no, flO-l 

a Jurlsdlclion eiaolument* of a dlwan or chid ttnnnciol niinlslrr of 

' CImta Nimai-liitte Nawnb of ibe Junior Kawab. 
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By tliiG fifths 

“That to enablo the Company to kcpp up the branding force, the 
countries of Bnitlomannp Midnnpore^ Cfilttygadg, ajid half the tuuiual 
produce of the Clilmim nL Siilel, shall he reded lo the Company hi 
perpetuity/^ 

Op the night on which the treaty was signed Meer CcssJEn 
tendered a paper to Vansittart which contained n note for 
twenty laes of rupees (£200,000} payable tu the gentlemeii 
then present/' Vamittart, with the concurrence of his col¬ 
leagues, returned the note,. " telling him that he mistook our 
motives for his advancement/' Meer Cossim again pressed oa 
Vansittart the aeceptanee of the paper, telling him 

That If we continued to refuse that favour, lie should fear that the 
gentlemen present were not well pleased with the appointineut: 
ilr. Yansltlarl, who knew hh own motives, ns well as those of the 
witness^ and also of the rest of the gcjiUemen in Lhe Committee, told 
Cosslm Ally ICban, returning hint tlit; paper ugalu, ' When you have 

* paid ofl aU the arrears due to the Company, to your ow'd troops, 

* that the peace oI this country is settled^ and that your owTi treasury 
‘ Is full; if Ibeu you think proper to make us any Hckuowledgement 
^ for the service now done you, we shall not then be unwilling to accept 
" such marks as you will be pleased to give os of your friendship/ 
The Witness said. That the afTair ended there; and he declared 
solemnly upon his honour, there was no stipulations mndc^ no parLLUon 
treaty^ or any thiug oI the kind juenlloned, then or after, lo his know¬ 
ledge, of the IrartsactloD." * 

In the piiddle of October Vamittjirt, accompamed by 
Caillaud, proceeded to Murshidabad, escorted by a body of 
troops, with a view, as he euphemistically phrased it, of per* 
^uading^^ the Nawab to resign his power into the hands of 
bis son-bi'law. Meer Jafiier protested vigorously against the 
arrangement, but, persuaded by force, he expressed hini^^elf 
ready to abdicate^ provided he were allowed to live at Calcuttat 
where his life would be safe, and the hand&ome allowance of 
£120,000 a year secured for him. The ofler w'as acceptcil. 
On the very evening of his dcpositioji he embarked on some 
boats for safetj% and slept near his eapttoi protected by a 
strong guard of Europeans. On the morning of the 22nd 
^ Heporl from iht Sdibct CummItUe at the Hoiue al Command p. S3. 
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he sailed for Calcutta, taking away as many of his women as 
he desired {wiuch iie did to the number of about sixtv) with a 
reasonable quantity of jewels." i On the 29th he wived at 
Calcutta, “ and was met by a deputation from the Council 
and treated with every nmrk of respeet due to his former 
digmty. * A handsome allowance, us we iiave stated, was 
guaranteed to him. Meer Cossim, hoa’ever, considered that 
2,000 rupees a month was sufficient for the expenses of the 
monarch he liad supplanted* 

From a General Letter to the Court, November 1*2, 1701* 
we learn that Warrcti Hastings, who had ceased to be 
He&idetit at the Court of JHiirshidabadj owing to his having 
become a member of the Executive Council, was deputed 
on a visit to Meet Ct^sim. Among other instructions it 
was decided by the majorit)’ of the Board that Hastings 
should “demand of the Nawab to pay to the Company 
the sum of twenty lakhs of rupees, which he offered at the 
time the treaty Was made him, to present to the gentlemen 
of the Select Committee then in Calcutta." 


hi objected to it, and refuied to Join Jn it, because 

himself and the other etntleinen of the Select Committee did absolutely 
reject this offer, as he (the President) has often since mentioned and 
pa^cuMrly m consultalJon I2in January 1761- He gave it therefore 
as his dpiiuoa that neither the CompaDy, nor he, nnr any other pei^ou, 
have any Just ctalm upon the Nawab on account of the said oiler." 


On arriving at Murshidabad, Wajren Hastings, according 
to his instmetions, made the request. But we discover from 
pother dispatch t<, the Court of Direeturs that Meer Cossim 
“absolutely refused to comply with the demand for twenty 
laks, urging that lie had fulfilled all his engagements, and 
w-Bs under no obligation to give such a sum, or any mm, to 
the Company or any person whatever.” However, w-e find 
that on May 26, 1761, Vansittart wrote to Meer Cossim that 
lie had received his jmmannoh or warrant regarding the pay^ 

leUund,- those 

* etms and JewftU that had been hoanJlDg up 

S at * rr recount, or even 

tnmi OK —i>eir Mutaqlicrjn^ \ 0L U., pp, 148-^. 
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meat of tlie Committee money* and that he w'auld inform 
His Excellency when the money was paid to the Committee.^ 
Tti,e JC^OQ^OOOa as far as We can gather from the records, was 
paid to the raejnhers of the Secret Committee* who were present 
when Meer CossLm made the offer, at different perionia ndtiir 
a long interval, Vanaittart received £58^333, HolWell £a0,93f| 
Calllaud £22,916* and tlie other memberii of the Secret Com¬ 
mittee sums of similar substantial amounts. It does not ap¬ 
pear tlmt Vaiisittart and the memhers of the Select Comniittee 
Were influenced by tlie promise of this reward in deposing Meer 
Jaffier. The receivers contended that these payments were 
tokens of Mcndslup and gratitude, and accepted according to 
Oriental custom. But the large sums of money acquired by 
them upon this occasion tor no active service rendered cannot 
be justified on the pica that they were free and gratuitous 
presents. When Mccr Cossim did not renew his offers they 
reminded him of it. and demanded payment of the money. 
On tlu? umanness of this transaction and the dislLonour of nil 
concerned in it,, it is needless to insist** 

Soon after Meer Cossim's acecssion SJiaJi Alain again took 
the field* Carnac, who had recently assumed command of 
the Bengal troops, attacked him in a strong position, and 
completely routed his army. The following account of the 
battle was sent by Cariiac to Clives 

" On taking command of the Army, I femnd the Nabob^s Troops 
almost cotrageou^. There was immense arrear due to iheni, CoL^ 
CalUaud had enter'd in to engagements with Lbem whleb be had not 
been able to fnlfilU & the new Nabob shewed no dispositiDn to satlsfie 
their just demands:, tho" the neglect thereof was the chief pretext of 
dl^ladng bis predecessor. I had a difficult task t«> brLng these people 
to tolerable temper, nor should I have been so condescending to them, 
but that they had much justice on Iheir side, & I could not venture to 

^ CultEitiiir of Persian CoiTespondence^ Vot ht p. lill. 

•Tba Coiut wrote : " We cannot comprebeaJ on what yroutids the majorlly 
the Council, contrary- t-o the reQ]OtuU-ai]ec& maile by Lhc Pnaident ogidnst 
It, coiild veatiire to auibOTUe Mr- lo dem^Tid cf the Nuwah Ln our name 

twenty lakhs of tupeed, upon tbo hue prelence that he hatl made an oder ol 
that sum in Jitr, Vmi&Iltart and the Select Committee at the time of making 
the treaty fur his accessinii. and wliJch bod been liieii so properly and so liDnor^ 
ahly TEfiui&i. We rejoice nt the Just and spEritol refusal be gave to that uU' 
waiianUblo dEmanrl/'—Letter dated LoDdon, May 13* ITfiS, 
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leave them bel^d me, Jest during my abseucc tbey should maite an 
attempt upon Palnit. Alter near a furinlght’s delay they consented 

Sheriff ill* ® side 

Troops r thoLglii li best to begiii the engagement ^rMt« they 'were 

having certain nitclUgtncc that most of their Jematdars wre In 
vnlh the Prince, they might not be able lo put them 
into eseqqt on I Iberefore caused the .\jmy to cross tbe'^ver in 

if o^Trolm'* * Soad hehnviotir 

\ictJl7 ArUJiery, U-c obtained a complete 

liahar - observing that M. Law covered the retreat, we left our Guns 
marched briskly np to him, made ourselves masters of all hls cannon 
mnber of eight, & he is himself prisoner with eleven other 
Cenllemen A forty nine Soldiers, To the honTo/oor T^Ss bJtll 

baltcrv^"th wlien they advanced upon Mr l,aw’fi 

Of 4UU yards, and, had they been propBriy pointed must hive hpim 

e,Ii.d by lb™, .IK S fSe S 

flocks from ILcir sbonjdcrs ; it fortimately ind^d happen'd thJv 
were so much elevated that aU the shot went over us. wf have mrt 
With no otlier loss th^m thgt qJ a ftw Lastf^-^i-s Kth *u it i s 

TnTbS'dW^* ^-“1 the blast of one J?tbe fJEicII 

lumbrils did a good deal of mischief, it seems the French laid a 

Sill'' I*','geSg ovw ?iie 

bJi^luSik eLTrV’Jh*^^®f' hundred yards 

M cffeel, Jk the whole shock was sustained by such of the 

Nabob s Troops as had got near our rear, who were bloJn up ?o Ihi 
number of four hundred, 70 or 80 whereof died upon IS 

have followed the Prince ever since the action 4 Psssi Tse' upin 
IS oft '"’TnelUiies End the flres of his Camp Etffl burning. He 
made ofi a f^- days ago bits the high road by flie Ganges sii^ and 
moved upwards with intent I bcEevo to proLd bVpK to the 

IV^ him, & LveZl ad^e 

* thnt ® Passed over this Nulla with much iljOicntty 4 Joss 

Iwitl f„Tn I “ ^ “WT late affair, it is enlirelv 

owing to the lesson I have learned from Vou alwavs to nulh 

r.rrs ivZbiv^ 

^Puwlfi ^S, 
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Shall Alam, sorely pressed, surrendered himself to the 
English. Camae received Kim with the utmost ecremony, 
and escorted him to Patna. Here they Were joined by Heer 
Cossim on March 1 . He refused to visit the Emperor in the 
city lest harm should come to him, but after some negotuitioiis 
it was agreed that a meeting should take place at the English 
factory. The Mussulman chronieler thus expresses himself: 

*' The (Jay being come, the English were busy In turning iheir 
factory into an Itnperietl hall of audience ; and a couple of those 
tables, whereon tJiey take tbelr meals, into on Hindostany throne: 
nevertheless the throne, as well as the hall, being spread and hung 
with rich stuOs, assumed a very splendid appearance," * 

A European guard of honour was stationed outside the 
factory, and when the Emperor’s pomp appeared in sight, the 
British ollicerji and civilians “ set out on foot with the Major 
at their head, and after meetii^ the Monarch, they continued 
Co march on foot along with the moving throne.” ■ The 
Emperor alighted at the gate of the factory, entered the hall, 
and took his seat on the nmantid. In about an hour Meer 
CoBsim arrived, 

■■ niui alter having made his three bows in a resptctlul manner, he 
presented a nuzur of one thonsand and one eshroffics (gold mohurs) ; 
and Immediately after, he offered to the fmperipl acceptance a number 
of qboons or trays, eo vexed with prcclnus and curious si nils, fit for 
appatrel; to which he added q quantity ol jewels, and other costly 
articles. The Emperor accepted bts homage, and honoured him with 
a qhylaat of six pieces, a chaplet of pearls, with a circlet for the head, 
and an aigrette of jewels adorned by black eagle’s feathere; niter 
which the Nawab made the usual bows, and withdrew inlo the next 
roani." 

Here he dbcufsed the revenues of the three prOTinces^ and 
he agreed to pay the Emperor a yearly tribute of twenty-four 
lacs of rupees (£240,000}, This being settled, he returned to 
the presence. Was dismissed with every demonstration of rqgard, 
and repaired to his encampment. Shah Alani was most anxious 
that he should be proclaimed at once as Mogul Emperor. He 

^Seir Mutaqhwin, Vol. IL, p. 170 . ■* HlnJostany threue," a mu«nud 

ar throne of CQshiDiii. 

* It iMis ciurrjcd upon eight shoulJers. 
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T?^as generally recognised to be the rightful Mogul Erapernr, 
but the Afghan Abnmd Shah, tlie Abdalla who had defeated 
the MatirattaH at Paniput (Januaiy# ITfll),, and destroyed all 
hope of Hindu suppeiiiacy, was tEm real master of the Mogul 
Empire. Vansittart wrote to Sliah Alum, on March S, that 
he should first obtain the consent of Ahmad Sliaiip Abdallft^ 
and the nobles of Delhi to have the khulbah * read and the 
sikk^h ® coined in his name^ Shah AJam^ however, on rcachmg 
Patna, again exjiressed the wish that he ^ight he proclaimed 
and acknowledged by us^ as already had been done by different 
powers in Indos^tan/* ^ Rut Mecr Cossim wrote to Vansittart 
requesting that Major Carnae might be directed not to yield 
to the request of Shah Alam with regard to the s^ikkah and 
khutbak,* An agreement was concluded between Mcer Cossim 
and Shah Aiam. and a copy sent to Vansittart for his advice. 

Shah Alam now announced his intention of marebing to* 
Delhi, and Meer Cossim, who was anxioua tt^t he should be 
out of the range of British InBuence, agreed to pay half of 
the yearly tributct and to proelmjn bini king as goon as he 
passed the frontier of the province. Early in June» Shah 
Alam marched from Putjuit escorted by Major Carnae with a 
large portion of the Britbh force. On June 21, 1761, Carnae 
wrote to the Governor and Couneil: 

His Majesty crossEcl the Caramnarra this mcrmlng. . * The 
accomnanylng Is a copy ol two arzees (petitions) I presented Lo hiin 
last night, witli the answers he wrote In the body thereof with his 
own hand In the presence of Messieurs Lushlngton and Ironside as 
well as myself,” 

CarnEic humbly ” petitioned 

" that your Majesty w^JU be pleased lo order, that snnnuds he granted 
for all the zemindarrees apd faetorJes of commerce belonging to the 
Company in the empire of Indostan ; at Calcutta in the Subah of 
Bengal and Madras, and Bombay, and the port of Sumt In the dis¬ 
tricts of Deccan/' 

* EJiui^ah, & piiblit prayer or iliscgnne pronouaceJ in the moftaaei at thu 

Friday« In which the mllng prince is prayg<| fcr. 

Hit dedgnatloQ of the sUver currtney ol Uic Emperof? qf Delhi, 
aaq a cMel embleni of aovereigtitj- 

“Report of the l-lqnsii of Couunc^ns: Colonel CDOte^;) evfdcnoeu 

• Uilen^liir of Persian Correspanileace. 
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He also Ij^ged that a stinnud after the usual form 
granted for the confirmation of the jaghecr of Colonel Clive.” 
Shah Alam wrote us follows; 

■' Wlicncv^r tbe petition tor it (the anee) l5 sent In fonn.'^and the 
peshewsh ^ defivered to the roynl Sircar,, the pclJtinned sqjtnods we 
wUt graciously grant. Besides tbis^ in corLsidemtlan of the services 
of that servant, the Dewannee of the Subah of Bengo]^ on condition 
of paying the Malgu^aree,’ according to the former amount^ and o 
suitable pesbensb shall be grunted."^ * 

The Diwani of Bengal not only eonferred on the holder 
the duty of collecting the revenue, but ako invented him with 
extensive judicial powers m all crvil and jlnanciaJ cases^ The 
acceptance of the office hy the Company was bounds as the 
Board wrotCi to be a source of perpetual eonteift and iU-will 
with the Nabob*” They did not reject it on that grountU as 
it has been ao often stated. They resolved that “ lest such 
an appointment might at any time hereafter be thought advan- 
tageouSt we will for the present defer coming to ally resotution 
thereon ; and. only write the King m answer^ that we shall soon 
send our requestit in form.” 

It w'Ld be remembered tlmt Meer Cossim was one of the 
chief personii who* by false chargeSp persuaded Eyre Coote 
that it was necessary to deprive Ram Naraln* the Naib or 
deputy Nawab of Patna, of lus officie, and how Ram Naram 
was protected by CUve. Meer Jaffler and Meer Cossim hated 
the Hindu governor beoau:^ he proved a faithful ally of the 
British* and Mccr Cossim eonsidcred that the time had now come 
wlien he could deprive him of the government and obtain pos¬ 
session of the balance of his revenues and his private treasures, 
which Were supposed to be very great* Meer Cossim denmnded 
a statement of Ram Narain's accounts, which were three yeans 
in arrears, owing to his eountry liaving been regularly overrun 

* PtMfikaity —P- ULp wbpt Is BivL drawn. A ar'^presiSiit Iq the naJlnig 
power an receiving an appointment or niisigamjent of revenue, or a reoewai of 
the grant or like,-—Pejiian eorreapoadeocE. 

* (A.P* property, land, re^'cnna ; Hnii tJic act oC pay^ 

ing ^ debt or Qiieb revenue ofiscs^menl ; Uie payment of laivi r^Vaime : nli^i the 
perSGU or land Hobject to fineh pn^^meiiL^— iiid, 

* ViJisitLarL a Narralive, YoL bp p. 2olJ. 
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by hostile atmies. He had already sqtieezed other Hjitdci 
grandees under pretence of making them account for their 
balance* It was a favourite pretext with Oriental monarchs 
before force and torture were applied- The Nawab reprC' 
rented to Vansittort that he could not satisfj' the pecimiary 
clainis of the Company until he had recovered the money from 
Ham Narain. On February 9 the Select Committee ^v'Tote to 
Camac that he was to protect Ranmarain against all violence 
and injustice that may be offered to his person, honour or 
fortunCt^* but in the same letter they requested Camac that 
he would give the Nawab all the necessary assistance ” with 
regard to an exammation of accounts which he demanded 
from the Deputy-Governor of BeUar, Ceirnac realised the 
mcanijig of the “ necessary assistance*” He \\Tote that he 
was willing to support the Nawab ^*as far as he means to act 
fairly; but should he expect any support from me in acts 
of injustice^ he i^ill be much mistaken- The English forces, 
while 1 have the honour of eommanding thenit shall never be 
employed as instruments of violence and oppressiom^^ As to 
their instructions iu regard to Ram Narain, it would afford 
him the greatest pleasure to protect a person “ for whom I 
know Colonel Clive had a particular regard, and who himself 
deserves much at the hands of the English^ on account of the 
attachment he has all along shown thcnif however iU he might 
be disposed to the Nabob.” But there was no mention of 
government. Carjiae wrote to the Select Committee, April 
13, 17C1 ! 

I am directed. Gentlemen^ l>y your letler, under date the 9tli 
of Febniary^ to protect B^mnarrajn against aH violence and injustice 
Uaflt may be ijffered against his person, honour, or fortune. If you 
do not meau to Lndude In these the runtlnuance of ttie sphaJidarree 
to Mm, it wiJl be impossible for me to comply with your directions j 
and Ltie momoit that all |>ower is taken from liliiscli, he wili be 
reduced to the necessity of seeking an asylum elsewhere, from the 
oppressfoa of the Nabob:*" ^ 

^ Camac. in him evl^lenee before Ihe Hoins^ of Commojia, aald : Tli* 
^ Goveimar and Council gave me wax to lieUvcr up Hornuiiriun^ 
^blcfi I absQlately refnaed." 
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This letter was read at a Consultation held at Fort William, 
Ajiril 21, 1761. Eyre Coote }iad arrived from Madras, atid 
\Vas about Ed proceed to Pataa to assume command of the 
Bengal annyt and the same day the Select Committee instructed 
him to secure Ham Naram against aH attempt at oppression 
or injustice, and further that the government of Patna be 
preserved if it is Ids kiolinalicjn to continue in it/* There is, 
however, an entry in the C^endar of Persian Correspondence, 
under the date April 29, which records that Yansittart wrote 
to Mcer Cossini tliat he had received the NaWab^s 
(order) acquainting him that he had dismissed Ram XaraiD 
ujid appointed another man hi his place, la another letter, 
written the same tiny, he assured Hb ISxeellency that the 
Colonel will obey him/* The fiery Eyre Coote Was hardly the 
man likely to obey the NaWab* Meer Cossim might dismiss 
Ram Narain, but until he got possession of his person, which 
was guarded by British sepoys, fie could not deprive him of 
his treasures* Eyre Coote informed the House of Commons 
that, after the SliaUzadn left Patnar Meer Cossim 

turned his thougliU Uillrcly lowanis Itie seizing of Rmnnarram, 
for whkh, il 1 would give him up, lie cOerod me seven lack and a halt 
of rupees, aud whatever I pleased to the geutlonen of my family ; 
this I communicated, hy letter, to the governor and council of 17th 
July, 1761 " ' 

Offers of a similar nature were made to Camac and refused. 

Tile Nabob finding he could not gain his point,Eyre CooEe 
added, with regard to Ramiianain^ then thought it necessary 
Eo write the Gnvenior, Mr, Yansittart, the most scandalous 
invective^s, and false accusations, against me/* 

Ram Narain, on his port, thought it necessary to spread 
the most scandalous invectives and false accusations against 
the Nawabp in order to mfiucnce Eyre Coote^ Between a 
Mussulman Nawab and a Hindu Governor it would be unwise 
Eo attempt to decide the merits. Ram Narain is accused of 
having spread the report that Meer Ckissim intended to attack 
the city on the night of June IG* The night passed without 
^ Ri^ort of tbe House of ConLmDiis ; Colonel Coote'a Evidence, 
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any sign of hostility,^ and the next morning Byro Coote pro¬ 
ceeded to the Xawab^s camp accompanied by a troop of horse 
and a company of sepoys. On arriving there he ’vvas told the 
Nawab could not he seen; 

nwil' mto the outer tent, taking pistols in my hand for mv 

own sEcnrity, and sat tiown there UH J should hear further*—Vs 

^ that ■^'isiis 

them m camp, to cut tlic lent cords, and let the tent fall on tlie person 
Ihey mean lo destroy, i desired Captain fcer to place two of the 
troopers round the lent, lo prevent any mischief oT that kind; and 
Ending the Nabob wouJd not see me, I rode away/* 

-nie following is the account of the incident which Sfeer 
Cossim sent to Vansittart: 

i morning Mr. Walts entered my private apartment, which 

out» ' ^Vhere is tlie Nabob ? ' and then 
Colonel Coote, in a great passion with his hoiae- 

'‘“ering God-dammees into my tent. ]t so happened, that 
1 was asleep in the Zenana, uod none of my guards were present 
IS unbecoming manner in which the ^Colonel 

^ ^ thlrty-flve horsemen and Iwo 

hundred seepoys, caUing out, ' ^S^e^e Is the Nahoh 7 * “ 

The story told hy Meer CosNim may be disregarded. The 
Nasvab attributed the incident to the intrigues of Ram Narain: 

base man is ungrateful, treacherous, and mlent only on 
^s^ef, and to support snch a wicked man. who has not any fear 

eive cause for conLual 


Vansittart yielded to the clamoiiTS and threats of the 
Nawab ; Cnmac and Coote were recalled, the guard of sepoys 
at Ram Narain’s house was withdrawn, and he was left to 
of an Oriental despot with the worthless 
^puiation that he should be exempted from ill-usage The 
ire of Clive was roused when he heard of the violation of a 
solenm plcrlgc, and he declared that no Hindu in the three 

propers would again have any faith in the guarantee of the 
lirjtisJi ikovjsmment. 

The offer of the Diwnni infiamed the jealousy of Meer 
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Cossinu The offer had aot been refused, and it jmy 

day be accepted. The Divvani in the hands of the English 
would be a permaneiit blow to the irkdependence of the Nawah 
of EcngaL He regarded the surtetidef of Bam Narain as an 
acknowledgment of the doetrijxe of his indepeodcncc, aixd he 
determined to establish seenrdy that doctrine by cresting an 
efficient army. He discharged the greater number of the old 
Bengal rabble and enlisted in their place Persians, Tartars* 
soldiers of fortune belonging to the warlike races of the north. 
Meer Coasim introduced European drill and discipline into the 
force. Deserters and sepoys who had been dismissed from 
the English service were enlisted and distributed among the 
ranks to train the men in the latest military exercises^ An 
Armenian of great ability was his Commander-iii'Chief and 
War Wjixistcr; ^laskar, also an Armenian, commanded a 
division of his army, and Walter ilemkardt commanded a 
brigade under the name of Sombre or Somroo.^ He removed 
from ilurshidabad, which was little more than a lumdied 
miles from Cidcuttaj and took up his residenee at the liill fort 
of Monghyr* which was more than three hundred jnileji. Here 
he established factories for the easting of guns and the manu- 
factiire of ammunition and muskets of the latest pattern. 

Meer Cossim, having forged an enicient instrument of wta*^ 
became more disposed to vindicate his independence and 
dignity. The movements which culminated in his uiorlike 
action were then beginning. Vansittart was an incapable 
Covemor, and the Council grew divided. In August, 1761, 
arrived the dispatch from the London Board ordering the im- 
mediate dismissal of all those who had signed Clive’s dispatch 
rebuking the Company* This decision, together with prc\''ious 
retirements, led to there being a majority hi the Ccmncil bitterly 

^ Th^ real aainG aC UiiA adrenlurer U uncertain, U5 Is Ills country. By one 
account lie was a FreiiE^iman, by another u Gcnnan aad a Protestant ^ b UiJm 
T«»nctlei the aUtem by making liltn a naUve ol Alsace. Ete was orl^imlly 
a carptnteri and aftcrwEirds □! In th« French ai-my.”—The lUst ol 

Uie Fuwer in Ouj by the Hna. MounUttiarl l^phinjtqnn ilS$7]l, 

39a Brooiae, In his " Histciy of the fUse and ProgrcH uE tht Bengsd Arniy/* 
status that be arijilnally was a batcher, bom ami bred tn Strasburg, wha caTnu 
la Ind^a In the SwLss Company attadicd to the Bombay European^ 
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opposc^d to Vausittart. Tlie decision also caused Warren 
Hastings to lie removed from tlie office of Resident at the 
NaWab s Dnrbar, where Le Lad shown tact and moderjiLion, 
to a scat in the Supreme CoimciL Mr. G^vire, the cluef of the 
Ratna agency, was one of those rUsTuissed, and he was replaced 
by Mr. £}]is, a man of strong prejudices and ungovernable 
temper. He Ivad no sooner taken charge of the agency than 
he was guilty of acts of imWarrantable violence which deeply 
wounded the pride of the Nawab, and led him to apprehend 
a determined attack on Ins independence. Early in the month 
of April, 1762, Warren Hastings was sent on a mission to inquire 
not only into the causes of the quarrel between the Nawab 
and Mr. EHis, but also into the disputes which had arisen 
between the \tiWab and the chiefs of the English factories 
owing to the abuse of the right of private trade. 

Under Mohammedan rule in Bengal the Zemindar paiii a 
certain sum to the Naw'ab as duties on internal trade, and 
the gotnastbfis^ their corrupt and extortionate agents, exacted 
the utmost from the traders. Toll- and Custom-houses were 
erected on the roads and the hanks of the rivers, at each of 
which goods in transit were stopped until the duties were paid 
and the gamatlhas satisfied. These duties were levied not 
only on the silks and muslins and rieli merchandise that came 
down tlie Ganges, but also on the cattle and grain and other 
necessities of life, and they hampered not only the general 
beneficial operations of commerce, but contributed to the 
povertj'-strickcn condition of the peasantry. Macaulay states 
that enormous fortunes were accumnlated at Calcutta, while 
thirty millions of human beings were reduced to the extremity 
of wretcliedness.” The several millions of Bengal had been 
reduced to the extremity of irretchedness by the oppression 
of their Mussulnum conquerors, by the depredations of invaders 
and local bandits, before the native agents of the European 
traders appeared on the scene and added to their miserv- 
It vfas the gold and silver discovered in the palaces of the 
Xawabs and tlie Moslem nobles, it was the Wealth of the Hindu 
bankers and merchants, whom the Xawabs nourished in order 


The Struggle for Supremacy 225 

to bleed, that excited the cupidity of the men from the western 
world, the mercBntile servants of the Company, whose salaries 
were not sufficient to -support them because consumed by the 
fever of rapid ffain. An easy way of obtaining quj>t epcess 
to fortune was the inland trade. ** The Company never carried 
on any inland trade,” Ciivc told the House of Commons. 
“ Their commerce has been confined to Ej^orts and fmporis 
only:* % reason of the Mojjid Emperor’s firnmn the Com^ 
pany’s goods, when protected by the Company’s duatniA or 
permit, were allow'ed to pass free. The Company " allowed 
all those who served them under covenants, to make use of 
the IP dustucks for such commodities as belonged to them¬ 
selves j hut forbid, under severe penalties, the prostitution 
of thi-s privilege to any others.” At the onset “ a Question 
arose, whether the Company's agents were entitled to trade 
from one part of the provuice to another, in such comiDodities 
as were the produce of Bengal.” » The Viceroy of the day 
repndiated the pretension with indignation, “declaring that 
he would not sufler the dustucks to protect any goods, exSpting 
such as were unported, «r were purchased to be exported, by 
sea,” After Plassey Clive used to obtain from ileer Jnffier 
special passes for particular persons which exempted them 
from paying internal duties. It was an error. A prhHtcge 
soon came to be asserted as a right when the influence of his 
strong will was removed and the machinery was worked hy 
a u'cak successor. After the lieparture of ClisTe, all the sers nnts 
of the Company, from the tiovernor to the junior ^vriter. 
claimed the r^ht of carrjdng on an inland trade, duty free* 
uoder the privilege of the Company’s dastvek or pass.' They 
claimed, as Clive stated, “ a more extensive right than tJie 
Company evo- Imd.” i The Company had forbidden, under 
severe pe^lties, the c.xtensioti of the privilege of dv^tttek to any 
other besides their covenanted servants. Their servants, how¬ 
ever, Were generally imacQiiamted with the coirntry and the 
language, and they used the intervention of certain fafjtors 

^ Ormen VoL IL* p, 

* &pe£ir]i 'm tile House of Comjuoiia» Xrarerj 3tJ, 17^2. 
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among the natives ^vere called banyans**' ^ The 

banyan acted for Iiims^lf or the snbslitiitc of some great 
blaclc mercjiant.^^ They have knowledge of the country 
and its affairs/^ Burke told the Houfre of Lords; “ they have 
money If they have the arts of nmklng money. The gentleman 
who comes Ixom ULngland has none dX these ^ he enters into that 
world* as he enters into the w^orld at lnrge> naked.'^ Clive 
described to the House of Conmions the t emptations that beset 
the path of the yoTing Writer when ho landed in Bengalp and 
not Worth a groat*” 

Let ns now hike o view of one of Lheae writers arrived in Bengal, 
and not worth a groat. As moii as he lands^ a Bimyan, worth perhaps 
one hiindrefl thousand poands^ desires he may have the honour of 
senTiig this young genllcniaiip at four slillllngs and tiji-pEnce per 
month. The Ounparty has provided chambers for him, bu t Uiey are 
not good cnoiigli;—the Banyan llnds belter. The youiig man lakes 
a w'alk about the towUp he ohser\^es that olher wrllcrSp airis'^erl crnJy 
a year be lore hknp hvc In ^plend^d apartments or have houses of their 
own, ride upon One pricing Arabian Horses, and in l^alanqueens and 
Chaises * that they keep Seraglios, make Enterlammcnta, and treat 
with Champaigne and Claret. When, lit returns he tells the Banyan 
what he has observed. The Biinyau nssuivs hfm he may snoo arrive 
at the same good fortune ; he fumishES him with money ; he is then 
at his mercy.-' 

The banyan proceeds to teinjd the young iiTiter “ in tlie 
way of hb profession which is trade* He assures Iiijn that 
gootU may be had che&p and sold to great advantage up the 
country.” The banyan employs his persuasion and his power 
to obtain pussossion of the yoitng writer's dujtluek^ and he 
appoints or commcreiiil ogents wbfi under the 

cover of these duAhi^ks eemducts the trade up country duty¬ 
free. The young writer has little other sliarc in the ijroceed* 
ings of his servant but in giving him the tieket of tus name, 
” From that moment forivajdj*^ says Burke, it is tlic black 
merchant that is the master.^' TTe gives the WTiter “jni^t 
what proportion of the spoLt as he please.s."^ But it was not 

1 The word was SJlopte.l from a man f>f the trjaUng casta 

dn GujaraU wmiyoh i^d tliat eomH Iroin Sanscrit umu/, a mcrchant. The 
termini! mav he a PorttigncM (ns in 

J?«rf«eiFi), cr U may be taken fteiii the plurbil furin 
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only the servants of the Company w*ho entered, on their private 
account, into the country trade. Adventurers, English, French 
and Ccrnuui, and 'w'ealthy American traders appeared nn the 
Ganges. Tliey bought or forged dmtueks^ and they hoisted, 
without authority, the British flog niiuch was a protecUon lo 
their cargo. They, too, employed goma-dAos, and these iustru- 
ments of oppression and tyranny, reemited fronx the lowest 
part of tlie natives of Bengal, sw-armed over the country. 

Macaulay, whose essays on n’aircn Hastings and Clive 
are the sole intelJcctual equipment of so many regarding India, 
writes; “Even despair could not inspire the soft Bengalee 
with couruge to confront men of English breed, tlie hereditary 
nobilitj- of mankind, whose skill and valour Imd so ofteu 
triumjjhed in spite of tenfold odds.” Tim “ hereditary nobility 
of mankind ” is hardly 3 modest aHsuiiiption. But it was not 
men of English breed but the Bengalee agents who piUaged 
and tortured the nismufacturers and Weavers of their own 
race. Besides the gomaslkas of the C.>mpany and of private 
traders there arose a body of native harpies who pretended 
to be the gomor/Aiw of the English merchants, and they dressed 
their retainers like the sepoys and badged orderlies of the 
Company. Early in the month of April, Warren 

Hastings, aecompanied by a guard of sepoys, left Calcutta for 
Murshidabad, and, observing the state of the eountry during 
his iourney, lie laid bare and protested against the abuses 
which he found prevalent. In a letter to Vansittait. dated 
“ One coss beyond Baggulpoor, goth April,” he said: 


for « Bri«viHice which coUs loudly 

fnr redress, and will, ittiJess duly alien,led to. render iaeUertuol anv 

sanction S m hthe oppmsions coimnftlod under the 

^mllon of the English mime, and Ihrough the want of spirit in liie 
Nabob s subjects to oppose them. This evil, I am weU assured « 

Joim^ w''* i“7 hut Is pmetked atl over tile 

th™S ™ 7"'* ^he habits of our sfpoys, or calling 

themseWes onr gomastahs. As, on sudi occasions. Ibo gr^al poi"? 
of the English intmmlates ihc people from making any re^istanerso 
on the other hand the indolence of the Bengalees, or Uie dlfflculTy of 
Balningaccess to those who might do them justice, prevents oar Mving 
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kn&wlc^i^C: of tlie oppressions^ and encoarages Iheir conilnuaiicf^ to 
the great thoirgh unmerited scandal of our govemmenL 1 have been 
surprised to meet with several English Hogs tlyiog in ptneef; which 
1 have passed^ and on the nver I da not believe that I passed a 
boat wILhouL one. By whatever IKIe they have been assumed (for 
I could only trust to the Information of iny eyes, wiihout stopping 
to ask qtJGsiJons)i t am sure tlielf frequency can bode no good to the 
Xahoh'B revenues, to the quiet of the countiy^ or the honour of our 
nation ; hut cvidtntly tend to lessen each of them.” ^ 

Macaulaysketch is less simple and authoritative than 
Hastings^ Me docs not attempt to portray aetnaJities, bat 
to paint a scene in a country which he knew superficially * 
The lollowing pBus!>age lias been, and is, widely read i 

They round the lilUc linger oJ Lhv Coinpuny thicker than tlie 
loins of Sumjah D™iah. Under their old masters they had at least 
one resource : when the evil became insupportable, the people rose 
arid pullvd down the govnemment. But the English govemmenL was 
nut to be so shaken off. That government, oppressive as the most 
oppressive form of barbarian dc&poUsin, was strong w-ith all the 
strength of civiU^atjon. It rcsemblfd the government of evil CenU 
rather than the govenimeill of human lyrantB* Even despair eould 
not inspire the soft Bengatce wilh eonrage to confront men of English 
hreed, the hereditary nobility of mankin^b whose skill and valour had 
so often tiiiiniphed in spite oi tenfold odds. The unbappy race never 
attempted resistance. Someilimes they stthmiiLect in poiient mLserj^ 
Sometimes they fled from the white man^ as their fathers had been 
uspd to fly from the .MahraLta ; and the palanquin of the Engfisli 
fnivpller was often carried through silent vlUages and towns, which 
the report of his approach had made desolate/' 

However much the people may have preferred a Hindu to 
a Mobammcdii.n governor, no mstnuce is recollected of their 
rising to support any native prince, to dethrone any foreign 
usurper, or to keep out an invader. Bengal has bcea the 
scene of frequent revolutions, hut they have been due to the 
lawless spirit of ttic Mi^hanimedim adventurers and their 
military followers, and the passive temper of the genera! ma 3 « 
of the people inhabiting that region. It was the same temper^ 
as Hustings pointed out, tliat prevented the people from 
repressing the evil goma^tlia.’t ant! their armed bands dressed 
like British sepoys. Hastings mentions that during one of 
* Gidu'& of Warren BEiAhags/' Vot ht pp- I 07 -S, 
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his marchffs through the country a party of the^se sepoys pre- 
ccfied him. “ Many oamplaints were made against them on 
tile road, and moat of tlie petty towns and serais were deserted 
on our approve b, and the shops shut up from the apppehenaiori 
of the same treatment from iis." * This m a different picture 
from the palanquin of the Englbh traveller» ‘"often carried 
through sdent villages and toWM which the report of his 
npproach had niacle desolatc.^^ Tiie evils were not due, as 
Macaulay states, to a guvernmeut stroi^ with all the strength 
of eivilisaLiorit but to the absence of those appropriate la’wfi 
aiul institutions which hinder the inherited passions of human 
nature. The Company then had no effeetive control or 
authority in the three provinces^ and there was no certain 
houiidiuy hxed between the Xuwah^s authority and the ill- 
defined privileges of the EngJe:h* 

Warren Hustings, after three months of anxious labour, 
refurneil to Calcutta, liaviiig aeeomplished nothing. The 
mischief grew greater and greater^ and the Xawab complained 
loudly and bitterly of the injury done to his uJlieers, wiulst the 
chiefs of the factoriefs and their agents complained of the 
violence and tyranny of the Nawab^a offjeers. The follosviug 
are extracts from two of their letters: 

(1) fVom Pci/nu- Or/, 7* 

" At Juliannabaci ear iserv^ants hove been obUBed and expelled. 
No redress can be bad. Tht^ acecauuts far the deOcieucy of your 
Ijive^tmcuU Force alaae will meet the case.” 

(2) f rom Dacea^ OcL S. 

" The outrages of the lusit monUi have come to such a pass as 
nlmust to pul a stop to htisiiies^s. We have written la Cblttagoug 
for a compoiiy of Sepoys * 

The Council at Calcutta had no desire to use Peirce, and 
Agreed that Vansittart, accompanied by Wairen Hastings, 
should pruceed to Moiigltyr and negotiate an agreement with 
the Xawab. On arrival there, after frequent consultations 
with Mcer Cossijn, Vansittart eonduded an agreement for the 

^ ?hlpmpin oC Warren H^Unss,” Vdi. L* p. lOS, 

* Po^U BISS, 
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government of the iuJand trade and the suppre^ision of abuses. 
The terms were comprised in nine Articles. By the first r 

“ For all trade imported or to be exported by shipping, the Com- 
piuiys diistuck shaU be granted, and It shall pass aiunolesled. and 
free of custonis as usual.” 

Bjj the second Article, srliicli has been so often misrepre¬ 
sented, it was .settled that : 

" For all trade fmm one place in the countiy to another, tn com¬ 
modities produced in the country, the Company's dufituefc shall not 
be granted, put It stiali go with the dustuck of the Nawub's Custom- 
bouses," 

By the third and fourth Articles it was agreed that the 
duty should be paid beforehand, and that after the dispatch 
of tlte goods nutJiing should he jnud at any of the custom¬ 
houses or at the place of sale. By tttc eighth Article it was 
agreed that: 

'■ The gomastahs in every place shall carry on their trade freelv, 
and a$ tnerchants ; and shall, on no account, use force in buying or 
selling." 

All acts of oppression or other offences which the gomasthas 
might tommit should be puntshed by the Nawab's magistrates. 
The ninth Article contained regulations for the protection of 
the gotnaMhas against partiality," and if any officer of the 
government “ slmll prove guilty the Nawah shall punish Idm 
in the most exemplary manner.” The duties to be paid were 
fixed at 9 ]>er cent,, " winch in fact was no remedy to the 
evil,” Clive told the House of Commons, because tiie natives 
paid infinitely more.*’ A letter eontaming the terms of agree¬ 
ment was sent by Vansittart to the Nawab on the under¬ 
standing that no use should be made of the agreciiient until 
he arrived at Calcutta. The Nawab, guilty of a gross breach 
of faith and a gross act of folly, sent copies of the letter to uJJ 
parts of the country and ordered his officers to enforce the 
immediate observance of the n^ulations. The officers pro¬ 
ceeded to stop all the English goods then in transit and to 
demand dutj' on them. The demand was resisted, and various 
acts of violence arosCp 
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Tlie Council first heard of the agreement ttirough a Persian 
copy of Vamitturfs letter, j^ent by tlic Xa’w^ab to one of his 
ofticers^ being forvmrdcd to them* They were naturally in¬ 
dignant at the total disregard of their autliority, and tlie com¬ 
plaints from the factories arou&icd their wTatli^i Tl^ey denied 
tluit V^ansittart had any authority to make the agreement- 
dive, in his evidence befure tire Committee of the QiiuEie of 
Ctixiiiuoris^ stated that he did not "‘think ifr* Vansittart was 
authorisefl to coneliide a treaty withont laying it before tire 
Council/^ At a Consultation held on Mmch 1TS3, the 
opinions of all the members Were delivered upon the terms 
of the ngreemCTit. The niajorit)'' decided that: 

by the Hrmanns and Imsbul haokums,^ the English East India 
Campaiiy liave ail undoubted right In iradf^ in every arlleie produced 
in the ludoslan empire, cither for foreign or In Jan d trude ; and that 
dustticks ouglit to be given wilh any articles ■ and that ^Vieer Mahomed 
Jafiicr Ailee Cawnp In h|s treatyj has veiy' parlLcularliy coofinned the 
same for the provinces under the suhakdarree of Bengal/' 

Warren Hasting-s^ in a minute winch showed tke feaileitsness 
and strength of his judgment, recorded that: 

The privileges Lherefore claimeil by the Carnipany^ and allowed 
by the government, were originuliy designed hy boLh, for Buch a trade 
oiiiy as was carried on by the former ; that ib, In goods brought into 
the country', or purchased in It for expiortatioii." 

Tlic Council next resolved, Vansittart and Warren Hastings 
dissenting^ tliat the Emperor's hrmaa entitled theni to trade 
in all articles free from dut^*- Tlie rtiajoiitVi howev'er, of 
upiniau that a duty of 2| per cent, on salt should be paid to 
the Naw'ub as a favour, and not of r^htp The eighth Article, 
that gave the X&w'ab-s oflicers the right to try and punisli 
Englis!i go77uistiias^ excited the indignatioB not only of the 
majority of the Council^ but of the whole settlement. Tiic 
opposition w'as based upon arguments and assertions siinilar 
to those which assailed Lord Maeaulay^s Black Act and the 

JiEuAird fmakiims —/Tifjrftu-f-ftHJtm; AtTcunliDg to Tk* LnJtlnl 

wgiTiJv^ qnd the title, of a Uciumiicnt issu<Ml o^recobly to royjil □.atliQrlty 

hy tbr wtmr or olhef c]flli:er ol tti< GOvornmimL—Pefslim Correapan-^ 
denOij 473. 
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Jury BilJ* The chief argunieiit Was the known oppressJan 
and corruption of tlie native officers* The Council^ with the 
single exception of Warren Hastings, rcisolTed to absolve everv 
person employed in Hieir service from the jurisdiction of the 
government. 

This, it is true,** Fliistiiiys wrote, wilj prevent their snITermg 
any nppressiaii, but H gives Ihem n fulJ licence of oppressing others; 
since W'hatever cranes they may commit, the magistrate must patiently 
look oil, nor dure even to defend ttie lives or properties of the subjects 
entrusted to lila care, without a vioJnUon of our rights and prlvUeges. 
Such is the expedient proposed for Hit security of our trade, and for 
preserving the tranquility of the ccmntn^ [ " 

He added: 

Such a system of goveniitieut cfuuioL fail to create iu the minds 
of the Wretched Inhabitants an alilinircnce of tlit Bogllsh nume and 
autJiority , and how will it be poasitiJe for the Nnhob, whilst he heai^ 
the LTies ef his people, which he eniinot redress, not ta wish to Tree 
himself from an alliance, which suhjecis him to such ijidignltles 7 

Grrat was the anger of the Xawab when he heard that the 
Council Lad rejected Vansittart’s agreement, A suNpieioo, 
not without foundation, arose in his mind that some of llu.* 
members of Council were determined to depose liitiL On 
Feburan* 22 he wrote to \ansJttart os President, wistiing to 
know if the Governor wilJ make the “ d gentlemen *’ abide by 
the agreement. He nnderstootl that a number cjf the gentle- 
men intended to set up another mbahdar. “ It is of no con¬ 
sequence to His Eseclleney whoever succeeds him. He does 
not pay regard to matters of small importance,*' On March fi 
the violent Ellis, hearing that the Company's goods Imd been 
obstructed, scat three eompanics of sepoys “ to clear tl»e Cura- 
pany s business—and seize all who have interrupted it,” A 
collision took place between the Nawab’s troops and the sepoys, 
and blood Was shed. On the 14th the Xawab wrote tlmt it 
was only for friendship’s sake that he had jmt up with every¬ 
thing. 

“Now that he is being insulted by ‘ ser\'anLB and people of 

ilarcli."-vaiuauarf. Nswative, 
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no character tws patience b quite eYhau^ted, One niay by 
all mean^ He frieudly to one man but to be dependant upon 
ten people is beyond one*s powerJ" ^ The tbuncil on the 
receipt of this ^ross insult should have at ouee declared war. 
But they were vVeat mid vacillating, and they replied that 
they were sending two meiubers of Council, Mr. Amyatt and 
JSlr. Hay, to negotiate a fresh treaty with hlnip As to the 
insulting epithets, they were unwilling to suppose that they 
were jiicant to be applied to the members of Conned, but tliey 
insisted upon an explanation as they would by no means suffer 
themselves to be treated with disres|>ect, Meer Cossim replied 
(April 2) that \Vith regard to his colling the gcutleincn of 
the Council * servants* and * men of low' character/ asks the 
Governor to consider W'hethcr such people os arc sending 
sepoys to seize the officers of lltc Sarksr and creating disturb¬ 
ances, are of low chameter or not,’“ ® 

To add fuel to the flame he wrote the same day that he 
hud removed all the toll-houses, and written to his officers not 
to take a single kame^ on account of duties.“ 

In the meantime the Board had received a copy of a ^tinjiad 
of the Nawub eoiitaimng mi exemption of ull duties within his 
Government for two years and a copy of an order enjoining 
the strictest compliance with the terms of thijs sunnud. The 
Council fell into a violent fit of fury and decided that the 
generiil oxemjdLon of all the Xawab^s subjects from the pay¬ 
ment of duties destroyed the value of their exclusive privilegeSf 
and was a violation of the spirit of the treaties inade with 
Meer Julfier and the Nawab* But this argument did not 
ap]irove itself to Warren Hastings* mind. The Nawab/* 
he said, has granted a boon to his subjectj^i and there are 
no grountis for demanding tliat a sovereign prince should with¬ 
draw such a boon or for tliroatemng him with War in the event 
of refusal/* The maji»rity of the Board decided tliat Messrs. 
Amyatt and Hay should represent to the Nawab the matter^ 

^ Per^laa CofTBapondirnce, Vol. L, ll/i, 

1 p. 

■ I JloJ„ Cowy. tbe S£nnU wldte aheU curreot os muncy, At^iut 

^,120 Luv^rles wwe eqTwl lo Ihr rupee, or two 
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and insist upon his rebuking hia mnnnd and coilecting the 
duties as before. 

On April 19 the Nawab wrote to the Presideiit that lie !iad 
no objeetioii to receiTing Ajuyatt and Huy if tliey were accom¬ 
panied h}'' only one or two companies of sepoyWith regard 
to fresh negotiations^ he considered that to make a new treaty 
every year was eontrarj' to rule, for tlie treaties of men have 
lives/' He would, however, s« w^hat Mr. Amyatt had to 
propose. He w^ondered how' the English would observe the 
new' treatj'i since they had not abided by the old: Integrity 
is the most valuable quality in man/' Meer Cossim remarked. 

God forbid that any man should prove false and lietroiiie a 
scorn to the world/' At the same time the pious Nawab ordered 
the two Sethsp grandsons of the great baiiker Jugat Seth, 
who w'as living in Mnrshidabad under the guarantee of the 
English, to he arrested and 5ient to Monghyr. Mr. Amyatt 
remonstrated, and received an angry and sareastie retort* 
On May 23 the erubassy pre.sented to the Nawab the demands 
of the Board. On May 3t he sent an answ^er refusing to comply 
with the main provisions. The same day a fleet of boats bad 
arrived at Monghyr laden with goods for the factory at Patna, 
and also ivith aruis and miUtary stores for the trcx>ps stationed 
there. The Nawab had received information that Rlr. Ellis 
intended to capture tiiat city by surprise, and the arrival of 
the arms seemed to confirm the report* He ordered the boat$ 
to be detoinedi on the ground that sending arms and military 
stores to Patna was a breach of the treaty with liinL On 
June 8 Tansittart wrote to the Nawab stating that he and 
Mr. Amyatt had never said that they w'ould not send milrtary 
stores] “the only promise made was that the troops at Patna 
would not be reinforeed/' * The stoppage of the boats laden 
with arms by lus Excellency could only be regarded, they 
added, a* an act of hostiiity. The foliow'ing day* June 9, the 
Council decided that if the Naw^ab did not iiumediatety 
release the boats the mission should quit his Court* On 
June 13 Meer Cossjm wrote to Amyatt ttiut he would 
^ PenlDJi CorrespoiiUedce, VfiL I.* pp. '^1-5. 
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release the Ijoats mid mnsenL la the troops coDtlquing to r^maJn 
at Fa Luo p provided Mr, EIL1& is removed Lherelitim and replaced either 
by Mr, Atnyaltp Mr. McGuire^ or Mr, lings. If tbe Englifsh wmit 
wrir^ the addressee should say so plainly^ ihal the da^^i^s and pur- 
wafiahs may be sent him- Has not vet been asked to give him his 
dlsnUssaL" ^ 

Sis: days after the British envoy mfornied the Kawab 
tliat Jie vvij^ cirdered to demand his passport if His Exeid- 
lertey did nut release the hoats. But Meer Cossim had far 
some time been preparing to risk the hamrd of war* He 
had applied to ShaJi Alum and the Nawab Vkier of OudJi 
for assistants agitinst the Bn^iLslt; and he liad concentrated 
hb troop towards Patna. On June 2l the Embassy sent tile 
following notes in c^^pber to Calcutta and Patna: “ We are 
made prisoners os far as sizing our Lmats and surrounding 
of us can make us—the boats of arms were stopped a few 
miles from hence*'* 

The next day the Xawob wrote to the Governor that he 
had released the boats with the muskets, but he had beard 
from the mission that they had received an order of the Council 
tliat the troops at Patna should never be resnovecL He added: 

"" Since Mr* Ellis bus proceeded to sodi Jenglhs, as to prepare 
ladders and platforms in order to take the fort of Patna ; now you 
may take whatever measures you think best for the interests of the 
Companyp and your own. 1 rcpentedJy wTote to you to release me 
from this biisiuess^ and appoint anoLber^ but you did not even reply 
to me on this sub|eet*'^ 

On June 2S he allowed Amyatt and other officers of tile 
mission to depart, liaving given them assurances of their 
persons and honour being safe/* He, however, insisted 
that Mr. Hay should remain as a hostage for the safety of 
certain of Ids oifieers detained at Calcutta- On June 21 El I is 
beard tlmt the ioission Was to have left llonghyr the previous 
day and there w'aa no prospect of peace being maintained. He 
at the same time learnt that a strong brigade under the Armenian 
commander^ Markus^ was on the nmreb from Monghyr to 
^ Pe^Imi Corrempd^ndciicFK VuL h, pp, 224-5* 
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reinforce the troops at Patna. In Mav Ellis hail written 

to the Council: 

Our safety lies in masLeruig tbe city by a coup dc main before 
tbe Nabob gets into it; for, afterwards^ It may be Impract[cable, and 
the cunsequence of oor acLing on the defensive anywhere but in the 
city, we have already pointed nut." 

He had shown tlmt the factory was not tenable if attacked 
from the city, and if they quitted the foetury nnd took post ” 
they Would sacrifice our surgeona and sick who reside in 
the city/* Ellis dctermineil to tjdce the city by ennp dt jn^in 
before tbe ex|i-ccted reiiLroreentcnt arrived. The storv is now 
best told by the two follow’'ing contemporary accounts which 
have a great deal of historical interest: 

"* A Short Sketdi of the Troubles in Bengal to ye 28 Jul 5 '^ 1763" 

" Some disputes having arisen between the Nabob Cossim Aly 
(^wit & the Govcmtnejit of Calcutta imd partieuLarly conreniing the 
Kictent of oar Privliedges as to the Inland Trade in the begUinlag 
of April Messy* Amy alt & Hay two Members of the Board attended 
by some Civitsmis & OIIic*r5 were di.spatclie<l on a Depntniton lt> 
Mongeer In order to settle with the Nabob such Methods of Aceonio- 
dal ion as might rcconcHe the Interest of both Parlies and presen-^e 
good Order ^ TnifiquUltty in the Gountiy. 

They resided tlicre about six Weeks but during that Time they 
were not able to effect any thing towards the purpose of their Embassy. 
Oil the contrary Jealousy & Distrust seem'd to be helghlciid on both 
Slides from the Insolence of several of the Nabobs fJffleers and from 
the unjust Antliorily assumed by some of the English Agents and 
Gomastnbs In different Farts ol the CountTy^ These Circumstances 
aggravated the .MlssunderstandJug to surJi a Degree Lhat the Nabobs 
conduct seem'd plainly to indjcale either a belief ttial We had deter- 
mined on a Huptnre with Him or else that he had taken a rei^oliitlon 
at the same Nature blmseLL The flrsl Instance of this appear'd In 
his stoppfDg some Boats with 500 Stand of Arms going la Patna* 
and making a Formal Demand that our Forces should be rvcajjed 
from thence and slotioird about his Person at Mougecr or sent to 
Cjilculta or otherwise that another PiJef should he appointed for 
Patna jpvlng lor Heason that he knew^ AP RilK to be His avowed 
enemy.—In short the Mutual 111 humour went at last so far that 
personal indignities happen'd between the Nabobs Oflicem & some 
of the Gentlemen of Mr AinyalPii Parly & in thB unsatisfoetary 
Manner the time passed away* till at length W Amvatt tliluktng 
it useless to remain lliere any longer demanded hts Disinissloti whlHi 
being granted he Ml Mongeer on the 23"* of June receiving such 
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Gomplimenls ois the Part cat the Nabab as are uustoniaiy on those 
Occasions & with Lhc dccessary passports for his Journey to Calcutta 
and an Offlcer oI Ike Courl to see due Regard paid to Chem. Whether 
on his Departure the ^^akob made any Declaration relative to the 
Matters ’which were the Subject of Dispuie Is a Circumstance not yet 
come to our Knowledge. The Nabob h^vhig made a Demand that 
MT Hay shoutd continue at ^[oiigeer us a SecurILy or Hostage for some 
of the piindpul Officers who were detuLned aL Calcutta MT Hoy con- 
sen ted & MT Gulston staid to accompany lihn.— 

In the mean time great Preparations for War were made on both 
Sides at Patna and on the 24“ of June at Night Hostilities were 
actually begun by MT EUis who attacked the City of Patna with the 
Forces under his Direction consisting of about 2d0 Europeans ^ 
above two Battalions of Seapoys and took it with very little Loss+ 
The next Morning most of the Svapoys dispersed to piujider the Town 
Sl the Europeans also were rioLing & rejoicing w'hen the Nabobs troops 
relumed about noon attacked them while in that Dhordef & retook 
the City—Our Officers hndiug It Ins possible to reassemble Ihe Seapoys 
ixtlred to the Factory with the greatest part of the Europeans Here 
they defended Lhemseh^es till the 26“ at Night when Tlicy determined 
to endeavour to make their Escape by crossing tlie RJvcr & marching 
lo the Northward in hopes of reaching Shuja Dowia's Dominions. 
They were pursued by a great Number of the Nabobs troops and 
attacked for three Days successively. As long as their AnHuunitJon 
lasted they defended themselves and when they had no more Powder 
& Ball left they laid down their Arms & were made Prisoners, The 
OOlceis killed were Cap talus Carstairs & Perry, Lieu ten an U Hamlitoiu 
Parry, Dowuic* ^ M. Oow^all the rest were carried Pifsoncrs Lo Mougeer 
with Ellis it all the CreuLlemeii of the Factory^ ^ tlie greatest Part 
of the European Soldiers to the Nomber of one Hundred A Fifty. 
This is the best acconuL We have: at present fmm the Reports of a 
Number of Se^upoys A from ^ome ol the Geiillcmen^s Servants who 
have since joined our Army* 

It was ai3 before mention'd on the 23"^ ofjJunc that M! Amyatt 
left Mongeer and on the 24“ at Night that^M! ETlis attacked tin 
City and it ’was in Consequence of the Nabobs findhig by that In- 
telllgeucc Liiat Hostilities were thus begun at Patna that he dIspalcTied 
Immediate Orders to stop MT Amyatt & his Party & In short to send 
every EagMshnnin that could he mel with Prisoner to Mongeer. M" 
Amyatt and his Party consjsUiig of Mess? Aniphietl Wollaston ik 
Hutchinson In the Company's S^rxlee IVL Creokc Surgeon and Lieu¬ 
tenants Jones Gordon & Cooper with 2 Crompanies of Seapoys and 
20 European Horsemen were ailacked accordingly In their Boats 
Opposite to Mimshedabad on the 3"* July not having the least Sus¬ 
picion of finch a Treachery. They were fired upon at once from 
both Sides of the River & the whole Parly KlUed or taken PrlBoners. 
Four ol the Gentlemen escaped with their Uves but our Reports 
are so various thiU Wc do not yet positively know who ^ they are 
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ibal hava been io forliinaLe. M! AmvaU Wc are loo ^ure Js atnoii? 
the Dead,— 

The Factory at Cassinibuzar was at flie same Time SDiroimded 
it ten Gentlemen were Iticre made JPnsoners & sent to Mongetr. 

Dacca Facloiy was likewise attacked but there being a Con¬ 
siderable Number oI Scapo^s it was defrnded ; however on the 
Enemy's retiring the Gcutlemen finding Ihcir AmmunlGou nin short 
and appreheadlng a secund Attack thought it best to retire to Lucky- 
pore where being Join'd by Captain Grant from CldtUgong i Lieulfunnt 
Swjntoti with a Delanbiaent from llic noslward they relumed to 
Dacca it retook the Factory £ look possession o( the Dly Districts 
but both City & Factory had been plundered. 

On Advice being received in Caleulla of the AltKik on Mi Amyatt 
which was Ihe first Notice of any aclual hostility It wna deiennined 
to reestablish the old Nabob Meer Jafitcr in the Cnvemmenl who was 
accordingly proelauned i War declared against Cosslm Ajy Cawn. 
The *Vrmy under llie commaiul of Mnjor Adams was ordered to proceed 
to Murshtdabail where he arrived the 24"' Instant the Enemy having 
made three Efforts to mlemipt his March ; once near tl^e Fort of 
Cut wall once near Flassry & the third witlilo the Entrcnchmenis to 
the southward of the Capital of Murahedabad on all wlilch Occasions 
They were defeated with very liltJe Joss on Onr Side. Alter the 
last Action the Major inunediately look possession of the Capita], 
and the Nabob Meer Jalller w'as there proclaimed, The Factory nt 
Cosslmbuzor was at the same lime rctnketi, but hnd been plundered 
of every thing.— 

The Country- to the Eastward os tar as Chiltlgong & to Lhe 'West¬ 
ward as far as the Hills is again in our Possession. The Army is 
proceeding to Mongerr where ll Is supposed Cossim Aly Cawn will 
attend Iris Fate making what Opposition he can by his Fortes on the 
Way thither.—" * 


"Continuation of the Account of the Tronbjes iti Erngal from I lie 
28“ Jnly to Ule 28“' SfpF 1763" 

"On the 28“ July Major Adams with our Army marched from 
Murshedabad and met with no Opposition till the 2'' of August when 
being arrived near Sootle * o large Number of the best of Cossini 
Aly Cawn’s Troops having possessed Ihtmselves of u flrutig post 
made an obstinate Stand. They tonsisted of 6 Halt aliens ol Sespoys 
doath'd &. armed like ours a great number of our Patna Scapoys 
among them— They had twculy among which the Field pieces 
We lost at Patna and one Hundred & fifty of our Europeans w-cre 
engaged by fair means or foul to serve them ; and of horse they had 
8 or 10,006 or more After a rtattle of between 3 & 4 hours the Enemy 

* Powis MSS. 

* About halt way betwHti MumhlJqbail imd HaJumauL 
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fled leaving ulJ their Guns behind them and ahnve a hundred Hants 
with Provisions aninmnitJon &. Stores. Wt had seven Europeans 
kill’d &, lliirty 11 tree wounded.—a Hundred & twenty Seapoys kJJJed 
& one Hundred & sixly wounded—After this Action near an hundred 
of our Europeans came oser to Major Adams ife a great Number of 
our Scapoys & Lascars.— 

The army marched forsvard the 4“' and on the tl“ came to 
Oodah Nullah a rapid Stream which runs from the Hilts Into the 
great River about fj Allies to the iioulhward of Tlsjamaui. The 
Enemy taking the Advantage of {his Situation had formed a strong 
Intrcnciuneul from the River to {he nearest HHl two or three hundred 
Yards in Front of this Nullah this lulrcnthnienl which extended 
about 1000 Yards was defended by un old Fort &. several Batteries 
mounled with a large number of Cannon. Mn|or Adams perceiving 
tlie Strength of these AVorks thought it best to open Trenches against 

them & approach in a regular Manner in Order to save liis Men_ 

Having establish'd three Batleries near the River Side, I he nearest 
being about Yanis from the Enemy's Works he did them con- 
sidcrahlfi damage by the fire of six twenty lour pounders &. having 
by this Means drawn ihc Enemy's Alien Hon entirety towards the 
Led on the at Sepi; before Day break he attacked the hill upon 
their Right which was carried with little Loss hy the Grenadiers of the 
Army i the Freiich Company, Tl»e right Flank of the Enemy's 
Intrenchments being llicn open & exposed to Our Ore a general Cnii’ 
fusion ensued luid they Abandoiied the whole Inlrcuchaiculs with 
such prcdpilntlon that some Hundreds were drowned in the River 
i great Numbers killed & wounded; above a thousand Horse who 
in the coiilusion missed Hie Bridge of the NuUah had no way of escaping 
but were obliged to surrender Prisoners & having given iip'thelr Morses 
A .Arms were dismissed. We lost on this Occasion only ^ or 5 
Europeans & an Seapoys IdiJed & G Europeans A about 50 Scapoya 
wounded— 

Tlif Army the same Day look Possession of the Olj of Rajamaul 
& encamped 3 or 4 Miles lo the Norlhwurd of it: The Cavalry & a 
Hattallon of Scapoys was Immcdjalely sent forward lo secure Ihe 
Passes of Sidy Guny A TilUa Glibly which was done without Qppo- 
silloii. 'Hie Hying enemy did not stop till they join’d the Camp of 
Cosslm Aly Cawn near Banglepoor. He had possessioji of a very' 
Strong Post & it was imagined would make another stand, but on 
the Approach of our Army He retreated to Mougeer, where it is given 
out that He will defend himself but Jl is generally ihought He will 
either surrender upon Terms or endeavour to escape out of the Province. 
The last Letters from our Camp are dated the 2l'' Ins! when our 
Army was encamped near Ranglepaor.— 

The only authentick Account We have yet had ot the Particulars 
of the Defeat of our Detachment at Patna on Ihc Brst breaking out 
of this War is a Letter from Cap' Wilson one of our Officers dated 
the JT* July from Patna where He then was n Prisoner. He writes— 
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That w EQSs & bk CoiuieiJ vAih (he Approbation of Cap! CarstaJrs 
agreed to attack Iht! City early In the Morning of tbe 25'^ of Jono 
which was eittciitcd with Succefs and We w<?re in entire PosseBslon 
of it for 4. Honrs. The Naib or Governor & most of the People ol 
coEiseqiieiice having Bed as far as Futtwa about 4 or 5 MiJes from the 
City—Thai he there came to a Rejoin tion to make an Atterapt to 
retake Oie City Jk- having accordIngJy marched back Immediately He 
enter'd at the Waterside Gate oT the Klllah or CitadeU ^ our Seapoys 
&. Huropeans being mostly dispersed In plundering not a 3ifaii would 
$tand to their Arms so that we were Intlrcly driven hack out of the 
City ^ obliged to retire to the Factoiy mir Men being much 
dispirited and a great Desertion among the Seapoys It was foun d 
impracticable to make any stand there wherefore ft whs resolved to 
proceed to Shuja OowiEus coantiy^—That on the in the Evening 
They reLrented across the RKw wUhout any Molfstalioii nnd met 
wilh no obstruction tin they passed Ctioppera about 3 Cass when 
they were attacked on the 30^“^ by the Pbowrzdar wllli about 20f) 
^fe^ who were easJiy routed but he being join'd Ihc same Evening 
hy one Sumroo a German with 4 or 500 Seapoys from tbe Bougepour 
country and i? nr S Meld pieces onr Party resolvci! to be on Ihedefensive 
endfavour to cm hark themselves & cross the River Dowie which 
separates the Nabob of BeneairE Dominions from Shuja Dowlah's— 
That with this intent our Party marched efirly in the morning down 
to their Boats bill the Enemy marching down upon them and Lc- 
gmntng a brisk Canaotiode Tliey w^erc obliged to rrmoln under Anns 
on Ihe Banks of the River wailing the Attack hut the Enemy did 
not advance any further till half on hour after 6 In the Evening &. 
upon the first Onseti Oor Europeans went to the Right about upon 
which every thing was thrown Into Confusion & given up for Lost-— 
that our Loss in whole of Europeans did not exceed 50 Men and about 
8 nr 9 ORlccrs among which fJap! Carstalrs who was killed by a Cannon 
Ball the 1“ July—The next morning ElUs wilh the rest of the 
Genl“ of the Factoiy & all the Officers & private Men were taken 
Prisoners & very genteelly used by Sumroo Sl were all carried to 
Mongeer excepting himself (Cap!^ "Wilson) and four others who 
remained at Patna,— 

Theses arc the particulars of this most unexpected Mislotiune ; 
by a Return from Cap*" Carsiairs dated the 30“ of April the Force 
under his command consisted of 220 European Infanlry 5^7 Men of 
the ArtillEry ^ 2709 Scapoys of which veiy few were Sick Ihe Nnmhrr 
of Officers not included in the foregoing was 27—The only Deduction 
that Wt know of from this Force was about 200 Seapoys which 
EUls advised us hafl deserted tbe hegimijiig of June,— 

All our Geallcmcn that were carried to Mongeer were well the 
16'*" of this Ekionth but had been removed to Patna, however We have 
great hopes that Cossim x\ly Cawn will be iniluccd lo release them 
upon the Terms that have been proposed to him,—* 

1 PowisMSfi. 
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But the hopes were not fulfilled. Meer Cossim* after 
staying some days at Monghyt^ retreated with the main body 
of his troops to Patna, kavmg ft strong garrison to guard the 
fort. Before his departure he ordered several state prisoners^ 
men id high rank—some of them Iiis own kin^tmen—to be put 
to death. Ram Narain was one of the victims. The native 
historian records: I have heard it said that Ramnarain had 
been drowned in the Canges with a bag of sand round Ws 
neck; and probably the others also w*ere dismissed out of 
this world in like manner,” On the way to Patna* Meer Cossim 
ordered the two Seths whom be had with him to be put to 
death, and their bodies were “ exposed* under a guard of 
Seepoys, to beasts and birds of prey, that tliey might not be 
burned a<^co^ding to the rites of their religion being Geutoos.” ^ 
Meer Cossim also took w^ith him the whole of his European 
prisoners^ and he now threatened to put them to death if the 
British army continued to advance. On September 9 he 
wrote to Major Adams, ivho commanded the forces in the 
field: If you arc resolved on yoiir own. authority to proceed 
in this business, know for a certainty that T will cut oft the 
heads of Mr, Elhs, and the rest of your chiefs, and send them 
to you.” Major Adams replied: 

" II is Iriie you liavc Mr, EJlls anrl many otliEr gentlemen in your 
power ; ff a htiJr of tlieir heads is hurU you can have no title to mercy 
from ttic Engli^ih, and you may depend upon the utmost fuiy of their 
resentment, and that thty wtU pur&uc you ia the ulmosl extremity 
of the earth : and should we unroHunately not lay hold of you^ the 
vengeance of the Almighty eaiiaot fall overlaklng you^ If yon per¬ 
petrate so horrid an act. as the murder of the gEutkmen In jDur 
ciislody.’^ ^ 

At this time EUis and Hay wrote a brave and noble letter 
to Adams and Carnac, suyins that they ought not to be 
attentive to thenit for they must submit to their fate; and 
desired that no cousideration of their situation should prevent 
the army from proceeding in their operation-” On hearing 

^ jMaJor GranL’i cvldetice, of CdRuuuns Report. Major GrhUil had 

hetn Spcrelflry anri AtiSE^ft-camil In Major AdatnB^ 

»Karratlvflp Vat, 111,^ p, 374. 
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tlmt MonghiT bad surrendered. Meer Cossim ^rried nut his 
threat and ordered the European prisoners to be ruurdere . 

" The bloody ^ofk wns done hy Walter Remkardt, « 

to nieces and their remrnns thm^Ti into a ’neu. 

^".irru^e'!:s?r.'rr, .xsziss s- 

The butchery of Patna scaled the fate of Itohammedan 
rule in Bengal' The British force marched upon Patna, and 
on October 28 arrived dose to the dtJ^ One vho took part 
in the siege ViTote to Clis'c : 

'■ The momIdE that our batteries were to have been ap^ied, the 
ni*mv made a Salty and fiol possestlon of them, but were Soon dls- 

Sfl^our huudJed Scepoys, besides having a great niunLer wounded. 

- S'aS^ris'^TSiiS^ on in pursuit of the villain, 
for cerlaiu has crossed the Cfirnnuiassa. and is gone to the King s 
in orfer io prcsnil «P«n him and the Nabob oj 0«df to assist 
him SUuiiia lia\c a lew more Such ctctmiis as \\t a . 
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much If Wo shall be able to keep footing in Bengal, unless Speedily 
reinforced with a good body of Evifopoans. 

Mcer Cossim, vigorously pursued by Major Adams, crossed 
the Caramuassa, and entered Oudh on tlie -ith ot December* 
The same day he despatched the following order: 


Ifrom Meer Cossim Id Moouun Loli- 
Doled 1“ Detemter 1763- 

Belore now 1 wrote to You that it was not advise able to keep 
alive liie Englishmen whom I sent to Yon, & who are In Conflne- 
menl under Ynur Charge ; that You shonlii 

Iheir Adherents to Death, A sink them In the River, & that You 
should not wait for another Order, ot present I am informed that 
You have not ns yet executed my Commands. Li this Jd at ter Your 
Behavior has not been proper, Therefore I have sent Mahoni^ 
hawn, a horseman, a Servant of the SJrcare. Instantly on the Reempt 
b( mv Perwauii, You are to deliver those Men Into his Hitnds, ttat 
He may niil my Orders in Execotlon, Make no I a HomeiiLs delay, 
Dllierwise the same Fate and Rtinishmenl awaits Yourself.* 

The Europeans who ■were priscuDcrs in various places were 


&lam. 

In the following April the Nawab of Oudh, accompanied 
by Mcer Cossim and by Shah Alam, toolc the field at the head 
of an array 30,000 strong, supported by a numerous artillery, 

"The confederates attaeked the British entrenched posiUon at 
Patna, and were repuBed by the cool courage ami discipline of the 
British trnops. They retreated to Buxar on the Ganges, eighty miles 
above Patna, where their vast host encamped lor the mansooii. On 
the 13th of An gust Major Hector Rlunro, one of the true builders ot 
our Irdlnn Empire, assiuned command of the Bengal Army at Patna.’ 


The spirit of insubordinatioa ImJ been lung existing among 
the Bengal sepoys, flushed with victory. 

The 3th Battalion broke into open mutiny at a small 
miUtary station, and were taken prisoners by the if&rmcs and 
a sepoy battalion. Munro, who had hastened to the spot, 

"ordered elght-and-twenly of the most cn! pa hie la he picked out 
and tried by a drum-head general coiirl-mnrlJBl, when the w’hoie 
were sentenced In sufler death. The eight guns with the detach- 

^iMiL 
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Kieiit b^rng bmught out, tbe flrst eight wer* axed to ibeir muzzlcB 
and blow awy. FTete it was that three of the grenadiers enlre^^ted 
la be fastened fa the guns on tho right, declaiing that as they 
^ways fought on the right they hoped their last request would he 
complied with* by being suffered to die in the post of bonour. Their 
petition was granted, and they were the first e^secuted. 1 am sitre 
there w^as not a dry eye aiDongst the Afarlnes who witnessed this 
e\eeuNon, although they had Jong been accustomed to hard service; 
and two ol them had actually been on the e^secution party who 
shot Admiral Ryng In the year 1757." 

On October t7tH, Mnjor Mimro began his march north¬ 
ward, and fourteen days later the tw'D armies stood face to 
face at Buxar. The British force consisted, only of 85T Euro¬ 
peans sepoys, and 918 native caYalrys i-vith 30 field- 

picee&P Against them, drawn up in a formidable position, 
were numerous battalions of disciplined sepoys, eight field- 
pieces Worked by European renegades and deserters, powerful 
batteries of artillery consisting cliiefly of heavy guns^ while the 
vast body of cavalry included a corps of about 5,000 Afghan 
horse» who had senred under '■* the terrible Ahmad Shah 
Abdali. At S the bloody contest begati, and at sunset 
all was over. The confederate host, beaten from the fields 
were trying to force their w^ay across an Indian stream with 
ibi wide shores of sand. “ Several thousand human beings 
perished in this attempt, cither drowned in the stream or suflo- 
cated in the sand* until a bridge 300 yards long was actnotly 
formed by their bodies^ over which the survivors escaped-** 
The Nawsb Vizier fled away to the Bohilla country* Sbah 
Alam placed hinisclf m the liaitds of the Knglisb^ the Britbb 
forces advanced across the Ganges to Benares and Allahabad, 
and ** then began the series of operations ^I'liich closed at 
Gwjerat, February 1849* w'here Ihc last stern stzijgglc for 
coinplete dominion in India was decided." ^ 

InUlan Matluy," by G. f arrest. CJ.E., Vol itl„ pp, 395-6, 


CH>\PTER VI 

l'T©4i-5: Tim consolidation of iimpibei 


On June 4, 1TG4^ Lord Clive sent from PortsnioutU a few 
parting lines to liLs ^Vife : 


Mv DEAREST WiFe,“God OTily knows how mucli 1 have suJIerM 
Lu tny SiiepuraUon from the besL of Women ^ however the Neeesslty 
of ilie Lblng & your good Sense wUJ 1 ojq persuaded operule [n the 
same Mauuor upon You ajs Lt has upon tue^ let us look torwarcl towards 
the happy day of our Meeting which 1 think cannot he farther distant 
than two Years, the EducalLon of our Children will be a pleasing 
Amusernrnt the busy Scene in whkh I shall be employ'd wilhoul 
emhnrking in any more milllary Underlakings wlli greatly shorten 
our time of Absence. 

%Ve shall be on board the J^eni in two or three Hours sail imme- 


dmtely the Wind being fair* You may be assur'd of hearlDg from me 
by the first opporlunlty which 1 heUeve will be from the Cape. 
Adieu. 

\f Affect, 

Clive.^ 


The same morning Henry Straehey ^vrote to Laily Cljye s 

AgreabJe to Your Ladyship^s Oamluands I trouble you ivith 
the Inrormation of Lord Clive's Serang^ being on boards We 
are just going to see the Dock Yard Sec- and are to embark 
at One oTlock* His Loritsluji h weil.” The sun^ however* 
Iiacl begun to set before the s^hlp got under weigli, imd Clive^ 
in the fullness of his powers at the age of thirty-nine, sailed 
again for India- He was accompanied by Messrs. Suiiuier and 
Sykes, two membet^ of tbe Committee* Henry Strachey, Dr, 
InghanL and Edmund Maskelyne^ his brother-in-law. Colonel 
Richard Smith and Sir Robert Barker, who were going to 
Bengal to eonimand hrigades^, were also on boartt- The voyage 

^Ftohi Lord Olvc m the Rlglil l^on'bic Lady Cliv& pgrtsmotifiii Juu^ 4^ 
1764. neci due R.u\t day. 

* SVj-iin^—a native 
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Was not favoured by fortun^T after having oBirowIy 

e-scaped being again wrecked on th& irifioapi table voast of 
Brazil^ Clive reached Ttio Janeiro on October 7. The folio ir- 
ing full and particular account of tite voyage from England 
to Rio Janeiro is in a (landwriting which resembles that of 
Strachey^ and is dated Bio Janeiro, October 1^0, 

“ Ai this time wlien our good friends in England I daresay think 
us well odvanced In onr voyage to Bengal^- here we are at Rio do 
Janeiro on the Brazil coast, not above one third of our way. The 
fnlr wind we soiled with Irom Portsmouth kit as ihnt evening ; at 
night it blew very hard from the S.VY. and conLInacd so for Dvp or 
six dnysp so that It was above a fortriighL before we could say we were 
well clear of I he land. From this lime, we'iJ suppose the SO!*" June^ 
we went on tolembly W'ell till the 24!:^ duly, wbcii the N.E. Trade 
lefL us in the of 5 degrees North, well over to tlie Eastward, ■ 
Tliii Win<U fixed at Soutli lo S.S_E. 5 Sf there we weiv hrought up 
suddenly by Land a head, ]7 falhom water, rocks and breakers pretty 
near About ShSp+ and take a fresh departui‘e from the Baxos 
dl Rocihe. The ne^tt day lust oor tup-mast; in ahunl two days 
we fitted and got up nnother; and in nbout LW'u days more I hat 
wenL over board carrying the main top gallant mast with U, and 
doing us some farther damage^ By the 15^*" August we had got up 
our third OTid only spare top mast. The weather was now pretty 
favorabkp and^ Judging we had 0 sufbelenl OiDug, we turked, Jn hopes 
of fetching Femambiiio at least, but on Ihr 20^*^ wc were again brought 
up In the Latitude of 5 degr^c^ South, Sounding 15 fathoms ju^t the 
very spot where we were before. Again stchod Lo the Eastward, 
and not a little tettiDcd by these frequent alarms of rucks ulid breakers, 
we seemed determined lo make sure of it Uiis lime, for w'e kept on 
till the September, when wc made 17 degrees Easting from Si 
Roche, and 3 degrees North LatlLude^ In this cruise W’c made tJie 
Island of PnuJ, so very seldom seen by any ship that It is even 
doubted whether there is such a place by miiny. At Daybreak we 
found ourselves within two miles of il, anc| had not the wind failed 
Us that inomlng ahotaf three o'clock, by I he cour-^c wt stood wo musl 
have been much nearer, perhaps on 11, S! Robert Barker has a Draft 
of it, of which I'U gel u copy and send you from Bengal, lor It Is well 
worth yonr seeing. I never saw" a more pleading romantic view in 
my hfe^ The rock about hidf 0 ill lie iDiig, and makes exactly like 
an old ruinous castle. We wished mucli to land, but we w'cre short 
of water, aiK3 Hie loss even ot an hour was ot too much consequence 
to us. It lays In the Lutilude of 1 Degree North and about d Jrgrees 
East Longitude from Roche. BuL how far had I proceeded with 
you on the voyage ^ Oh I the SepLember in the Latiinde of 

^ In the MS. the rtute of the ytiir iii na iT^S, wldL-ii Ift HU ohvioas cTtur- 
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3 degri-cs Norlh. and abaat 17 degrees Easting, only 2 degrees to the 
South^ and about 4‘ to Ue Eastward more than we were the 24 
July Hen? we ventured to tack, and on the September once 
more crossed the Line. The wind coming more round to the East¬ 
ward as wc advanced to the Soutlii* we proceeded very well as far 
as 19 degrees Soulti Latitude where we were by account about l> 
degrees lo the East* of the coast ol Brazil: liere we met with n hard 
gale ol wind which drove us so far to the East, that wc made the 
Island of Trlnidado the 28!* Sept' from thence we pushed for this 

place where we iirrived the 7“ Inst. , ^ ,.ti, . 

** A SpanUh Ship will leave this place about the last of the month. 
this vessel weiriis with the tide for certain, & we did think she would 
have saUed before now- I Ihlnfe hotli conveyances rather precarious. 
This, a Portngueze Snow, goes to Madeira only. iS from thence oy 
letters lake their chance. The Spaniard indeed is hound directly 
tp Cfldii." ^ 

On Otitttber 14 Clivt^ wrote to his wlft the first of those 
l^tti?rs which show how liis tho^ights centred in her , 

To our very great i\slotiishmuiit und Surprise upon our Arrival 
at this Place we found the J>oip/iirt Coiomodare Hyron and Tamt^ 
Capl. Mowat who left England a Month after the Kent, an chord 
here near a Month before us afliT having staid 9 days at Madeira 

& .7 at lago. , . 1 , 

The Commodore Immediately waited upon me on hoard & broughl 
with him my dearest Wife's most Welcome Letter nothing eoiud 
afford nie greater Pleasure thau to Und You reconciled to my Departure 
In a Manner consistent with that good Sense which I know You lo 
be Mistress of, Jt consistent with that Superior Duty which You owe 
to our ChQdren, never entertain the least Doubt of our meeting again 
i. that soon, the latest Advices give us reason to think that every' 
thing will be settled in India before we can arrive there, & if that 
should be tho Case tioUiIng shall IndLice me to stay it) Bengal beyond 
tlie Vcfir 1765, Moskeiyae, Stmehey, Myself & Cariiac if alive or ui 
Indio propose coming home overland but more of this when we arrivi' 

at Bengal. . - 

I cannot help rejoicing on many other Accouiils tliaii those alreaoy 
iDiBi]Lionel] that You tUxI not arcompsiny us to India, beElties u ttve^t 
tedious ^ disagreeable Passage to tbia Place of more thim four Moiitbsi 
we encounter'd many other incouv^nletices wbkli w^cutkl have gjveu 
me great Coneem on your Account especially in your then Condltian, 
thf? CaptoEn a Young who had never before been a Captuia 

had pravidcd for us hut veiy Jnrtirfereatly & without the Assistance 
of Hem and the wc should have been starv'd as it vras^ for the 

Iasi fi VV'eefcs we were rtiducM to po<ir Alice's 03et. Pork and Pease 
Pudding & to add stiD lo our MisfoTtunes we Found in ^ n 

^ Fciwls xMSSk 
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Woman of a most DiaboUcul DispoeJtlon, ignorant^ ill lemper’^]^ &. 
Seinsh lo the highest Degw. she seem'd possess'd of even, disagree¬ 
able Quality which ever belong'd to the Femaie Sei without being 
Mistress of one Virlne (Charity esicepLed) to throw Lnio the Opposite 
Scale^ it is with the utmost Dlilicujty we can behave with tomnnon 
Civility towards her & I wo aid not upon any Consideralioti whatever 
You had been the Companion & Passenger of siieh a Woman one oi 
the hlessed EflecLs ol lids Lady's being on board was that we ail 
Canght Cold» your humble Servant being the greatest Sufferer & 
which he Ems not got entirely the better of to this day for this Lady 
being cool in nothing hut "Body instated that ail the Doors Jt WEiidows 
should he kept constantly open untdl the Ineonvenience heeame 
dangerous and insupportable & then 1 w^as obliged to nmhe use of 
some Authority in sliori I believe she is as heartily tired of us as 
we are ol her, lo give you a Specimen of this Lady's Natural Abilities^ 
she gave us to underi^tand that she understood Kbislc & could play 
upon the Harpsichord 4 ^^ in coiivlnee Us oi lids she has been playing 
two hum drum Tunes for four Hours ever>' day since she has been 
on Board tSnnday excepted) wUhout the least Variation or Improve- 
menl^ notwithstanding the Assistance of Grocnlmcng who Is happy 
for him to have tw'o Guineas a Mutilh Instead of iw'o Guineas a Song 
for teaching her, 1 am apprehensive Von will think me too severe 
& Satyrica] 1 cannot help il, for without Flattery^ (my dearest VVife 
is the Occaslou), my BescntiiienU are heightened by the Comparison 
of your two Tempers & DLsposilioiis I shall conclude this Subject 
with Informing You that upon my Arrival at the Cape which I hop^ 
will he In a Month from this 1 shall embark on board Ihe nolpfiin 
Commodore Byron which will expedite my Passage to Bcngol Six 
Weeks or a Month at least. 

Your Brother Is W'cll so are the rest of the Gentlemen Df Ing¬ 
ham ]S a verj^ good Young Mon very assiduous and very' ski]rut 
Jn his Profession notwithsLanding what 1 have suffered from 
constantly catching cold on board a Ship, (which never was llie 
Case before) I have had but one Slight Attack upon my SpIrJLs, 
W'htch was remov'd in a few Hours with the Assistance of u little 
Ophlurn^ 

1 hope at this Writing you are safely deliver'd & of a Boy for 
we have Girls in Abundance 1 cannot say that I am al all uneasy that 
our Son Ned does not make that Progress in the English Language 
whiefa he otherwise w'onld if he had not so many Irons In the Ore a 
JIaster of the Dead Languages may become Master of the living when¬ 
ever he pleases his w'ant of Ear and Awkwardness in dancing I must 
own gives me Pain there he seems to me to he consUtiitionaly deficient 
A. I would have nothing spar'd to make iitm a tolerable Proficient In 
that Art. 

1 shall most certainly besides sending a DupHeale of this write 
You from the Cape ^ upon my Arrival at Bengiil I hope I shall have 
time to W'lile to my Father by this Ship which sails to Morrow if not 
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pray remember me to liSm iai4 a|J the Family noL forgetting good 
Cousin Harry* and M" Kelsal 

All herfi who do not write desire to be Temember'd to You & 1 

am ever Affee. 

Cujvfi- ^ 

The Viceroy and all the other great fuactionwies hastened 
to lender their respects and hospitality. Tt piny well be imagined 
with what lively interest Clive again visited the settlement m 
which he had spent six months when a laiL His Indian career 
liad led him to realise fully the strategic value of Rio Janeiro 
to our ancient ally Portugal, and he deeply coiidcinned the 
ruinous state in which he found the fortifications. Tic wrote 
to Orenvllle : “ I should think myself," he says, “ deserving 
of everlasting infamy if T did not witli a single battalion of 
infantry make myself master of llio Janeiro in 34 hours. Mis 
opinion regarding the state of the fortifications \vas forwarded 
bv the Government at home to tbe Cabinet of Lisbon, and 
the works were repaired and strengthened. Clive, the staunch¬ 
est of friends, also wrote to Rous, the Chairman of the Com¬ 
pany, a long letter from Rio Janeiro, in which he reeomiiiended 
thot Call, the engineer who liad rendered such good service 
in the final struggle against the French, should receive a brevet 
commis-sltm as Colonel, and he also did what he never tired 
of doing : be called attention to the fact tlint the great claims 
of Forde liad been entirely unrecognised. 

** U CfliUauil," be observes, “ should not go to Ihe coast of Coro- 
inamiel, pmy do not forget Colouel I’orUe, who Is a brave. mMllorious, 
and honest ofneer. He was offered a jaghire by the Subah of the 
Uechun, but dcctiiitd lakiog It upon terms contrary to the interest 
oi the Company. Lord Clive, General LavTcnce, and Colonel Coote, 
have received marks of the Directors' approbation and esteem : Colonel 
Forde has ttceLved none. Tlic two captains who fougbl and took 
the Dutch ships in the Oniiges received each a piece of plate; but 
Colonel Forde, the conqueror of MusLlipalani, who rendered the 
Company a much greater serv'icc by the tolal tiefeat of all the Dutch 
land fortes in Bengal, has not been distinguished by any mark of 
the Company’s favour." * 

‘From Lortl Qive to tbe Hl^bt Hon’Olc Lady Clive. Rio Janeiro. 
(Jclr U. I7ft4- REca;Sve<3 llHi MiircL* 176I>. AnswiareJ I2lh 
9 Yihl. 11., p. ^9- 
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The time spent at Kio Janeirp w'lis pleasant, if we niay 
judge from the letters sent to Lady Clive. Henry Straehey 
wrote brkfiy tegarding the state of his Lordship’s lieaith, but 
Edmund Maskelyne’s letters have all the buoyancy of his 
hopeful uatuie. He wrote on Oeti^ber 1!^ as foliow's: 

Rio Janeiro 

Dear STfiTEH,—1 congroLulaie You most sincerely on Your cscepe 
from 0 very leclious Voyage^ & a still more tedious & t^izlng Com¬ 
panion. My Lord has drawn the Sultana's Character so oompletely 
that one need only say She LSi the Rurvet^e of every thing that is amiable 
Jt engogiiig In the Fair Seat, and will make us very miseraLlc when 
Hla LordAhlp and the two Colonels embark with Coinmodore Byron 
4 Capt. Mowat at the Capv^ In order to save □ Year If It be pos^sibk. 
If NevU has engaged in no new Scheme It is greatly to bo hoped the 
Letters will arrive ki Ibne to admit of our seeing him Iti Bengal q 
Twelvemonth hence, & of our having the PJeosure of hi& Company 
overland . . . . l intend if it he possible to send You by 

the Spanish Snpracargo who hus Bu^^Lness In London a beantlhjl llillc 
Animal called the lion Monkey. IL k nbonl the Size of a Johaana 
Moggy and seems to be of the Martnozei or Squirrel Species with a 
soft crinisoii coat the bead of a Lion, M** Tbomton shall have 
s pretty Pol if 1 ran gel U cariied. There never reigned greater 
hamiony or Friendj;hip amongst o Sett of Gentlemen Llian has done 
in our Ship, My Lord's regard for my worthy Friends M- Ingham 
it AF Sfracbey will i hope be the means of rendriiig their drcumslanceB 
easjv As for the other Gentlemen they eamiot full frnm the StalSona 
they ml of soon making genLcel rortunes. I hope il will be Ln my 
power to moke my BroLhers proprietors of India StcErk, and if Miss 
Coxe would look upon her Cousin with a graeluus eye his Measure 
of happiness would he Gomplete. . . . My Lord has dubb'd 

me Judge Advoeale General w^hich sounds very grand amongst these 
FldoJgos de pray a. 

I wld only add my Compllmenls of fluty and Love to my Uncle 
Jam vs, my Aunts, M"* l^alham and Your 111 tie Family and my hope 
that You are happy In another Heir to the EstnLes & Honors of the 
FamUy, 

HriJeve me ever 

Your truly AFecllonate Hrotlier 

EdU? MASfeELVSE 

C^olonel Smith, Sir Robert Barker, Mess” Slrachey Inghaiu 
& In shorl all tlie Family send I heir best Respects Sl wished to You. 

Wc want another Clarinet or I wo very tnueb. Robinson ik Water- 
buns e are Lhv only decent modes I hands o| the Bond^ Groiicinan's 
Execution Is prodigious but either he or w'c went Inste in not liking 
the Squeaking & grnanin^ tricks he piay^ with the Fiddle. They 
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are so highly caressed by the Fidalgos that t fancy we shall be obliged 
to pack them oH before the Ship sail*. 

I shall write to tny Srothers by the Spanish Ship which will sail 
In l«a than a Fortnight, in Uie Inteiini assure Him ol my Love 
& he *0 kind to IcU NevU if he has not disposed of the Collection of 
ShcIlB he made at Barbadoes I shad he eitremely obliged to him for 
presenting them to the Bishop of Worcester DI Johnson In my name, 
& I wHl pay hmi Ihc Expeote. >r Frankliuid’s & any other curious 
Gentlemens Joumics overland from India will be very useful lor 
Nevil to bring out with him, and Addison’s Travels into Italy where 
yfv bholl ^ 


Mnskelyne sent another gossiping letter on the last day of 
October : 

HlO 

Gkak Sister, —I cannot omit the Opportunity of writing a few 
Lines to You by the Spanish Ship which sails in a few days to assure 
You My Lord & all ol us ore In very good Health & perfectly happy 
but for one Clrcuttistance that at times will take off Imrn that sincere 
Friendship Jt Hamiony Every other person is so sludlous to cherish 


A. promote. , , 

A Lyon Monkey. & Parrot, the drat for Your Ladyship, the last 
lor M" Thornton (Sherrard Street tJolden Sqt*> are procured, and 
If ily Lord don't make a point of sending tliem Himself, will go either 
by the Spanish Supracargo or one of the Passengers. What 1 mean, 
is. that a* every thing is at his Command, consequently every thitig 
is equaUy at bis Disposal. 

J’he Fidters have decamped on the Perswasion of the Viceroy to 
perform at hia Operas as wc Imve slroog reason to Iwliev*. He is 
generally & justly delcslvd, and they, if not deliver'd up sgreahJe 
to his repeated promise, wJU dnd themselves vety soon completely 

W'ith Lhe heal ol Wisbea to every Individual of Yotii- Family. 

I rtunaln 

Your Aflectlonate Brother 

Eoii? 


My Lord gives me leave Lo stnd Ibe Monkey & PairoL from myself. 

Don Tlbboosb pronounce his Name) the Supracargo ol the 

Spanish Ship, does me the Favor to undertake the Care it Remlttaiida 
of the Lyon Monkey ^ Parrot lo Your Ijadyship agreable In Ihe former 
disposition. We oil respect him as a Man of great Roaor & Gentility 
^ as be proposes visit mg London, hope If You should be in To’ft n 
Vfrhltsi he is there^ You will he tind enough to show him that Clvinty 
be must ever deserve possessed as He Is of bo maiiy good Qualities. 

E, M. 

Sotf I-*, t76L* 


* PoTiifl MSS, 




252 The Life of Lord Clive 

There is no record of the reception whiali Don Tibboosli 
with the Lyon Monkey and Paxrot met with from her 
Ladyship when he reached Berkeley Square. Clive wa^s greatly 
annoyed at the desertion of the FidJcrs.” He wrote to the 
Vieoroy on Xovemlier 5 denianding the return of three 
musioUiisi who had been seduced from his service by 
specious offers, and were now w'ondering about the country 
The Viceroy replied two days after that he did not under¬ 
stand Clivers attitude - from the firtt all honour and nttention 
had been sluiWn him. He oould not be answerable for the 
disorders of the English dfjmesties, but he would do his best 
to have them reeaptureiL® But only one was eaptured. 
Stracheyj in a letter to Lady Ciive from Ibe Cape of Cood 
Hope, says: 

We left all LhE FiaUrs oL Rio JatiEira except ScliufOEm, who 
happened to be seized. Him we brought to this Place, but my Lonl 
has discharg'd hJm^ d we suppose he wIE make the best of his way 
to Vau3chflU_“ 

The Kent did not sail from Rio Janeiro tLll about Xoveni- 
her 27* and, after a quick passage of thirty-four days,” 
entered the harbour of the Cape of Cood Hope» In u letter 
of January 2, 1705, Clive w'rote to his wife: 

Cape of Ciood Hope 

My la^t was from Bio .Janeiro which I hope my dearest Wife has 
receiv'd by this time ^ will serve lo mske lier easy untlJJ she hears 
from me by tills Opportunily. 

We had a very fine Passage to this Place where we' found 3 of 
his ?^[ajvstyB Ships of War who ieft Madrass so laLe as the end oi 
July & from Cointnodore ColUns who liv'd with Mr Paulk I learn that 
they had Advices from Kengal dated In June intimaLlDg that our 
Troops under Mojor Camack had agohi eJeJeated Cossiu Ally <Ilano 
li had drove him out of the Country A that there was a Prospetl of 
Peace and Quietness, 

AL I he BrasUs J bought a parrcD of Topasses and Amethysts 

L 

rough & smooth omouiiUng to between 2 & 300 which I now send 
You by Captain Collins of the ^V'«;^inouih 1 wonld liftve You make 
up a Necklace, Earings Buckles &C* of the best of them lor Yourself 
tiiE rest 1 Intend for my Sisters ik Friends but they must be cut & 

^The tApy uC Lfie ktter Is In FTiincti. 

* Wpttcii la PqrlLnitiefte, but tliere is a rough draft Lu FranclL 
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set iJi Engiand ^hich may be done either by Yon or myseU when 1 

likewise sent 2 Ca.ks of verj^ line Constantly Wine whij 
the Gov. procur’d far me of Bed of White also f Cask of Tent 
which mu’^t he put into the Cellar at Berkeky S^are & reserv d 
for future Occasions except what may be used by Yoursejf Ac. 

Commodore Byron who was to have curried os from the Cape 
has dtaaoDOintEd vis by going elsewhere for I am now persuaded his 
Destination is for the South Seas before lie goes to the East 
we arc 111 pretty well eonsidering the Length 

ihls rJjmat does not agr^c wllh me or IndEed any of ns tiesr 
r, It l» ">"» C«».e..l.l. «..» En»l«.d lt«.tl w. 

P%P<». tevdng «[. PI.™ to 4 « 5 (to ^ 

ot Wd/«) & imagine we shaJl arrive at BcnEal by the 15 of March 
and not long before which will just he time enough to write by the 

''‘'^M®‘'Firlleld hath desired me to give her a Letter 

if she shDiiJd niiJsa me again 1 must cDin|>ly ho^e\er stie is a L y 

with Whom I would not have you veiy Intimate bar OvIKties such as 

^onrurour Passenger A 

brought to Bed before she can reach Bengal, we met ^th h" father 
at this Place who has been as troublesome on board the 

Jlh. r>..8ht™o. Bo.rt Ih. K“'- > * I^ k S 

ones are all well remember me In them also to Harry M, & M- Keisaii 

M" Latham &c. & believe me 

Clive 

Upon Renection 1 think it will be better to bring home fb^Topasses 
A :\iSethysts myself least the Division should occssioa the pulling 
on Caps Ac. Ac,' 

Otv JnjiviEirv fi Sve suiflcd lire following > 

CantaJn Peigheton of the Smforth will deliver this Letter with 
his ovlii Hand he carries with him 2 Casks o( Constantla A 1 Cask 
of Tent directed to ynnr Ladyship which he will deliver or kon send 
firTas may be most convenient W KelsaU will take care this Business 
Cap* Payne, as pronounced, Iho spelt as above, has been v^ry dvij 
and otillgmg; the Lady I nienlioned In a former Leltw is by no 
Means a flt Acquaintance for You. 

I am very Impaiicnt to reach India that I may tlie sooner 
to that Place whert^ every thing is set dear to me. Once more a le 
to, Ih. pr,.™i 4 b.B.vc to. 

CuvE 


L Powis 
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The Cask ol Tent conlalris 40 "whicli mus^l be drswn Df! 

and one Hall deUvec’d to MT P(>ilcy or to ’ffbomsoever ^itrachey 
EkaH empower to receive It. Lord Powis must also have 2 Dos^en 
of red ConstaDtia 1 Doxen of Ten I & S dozen ol White Constanlia. 

The day after he ^vrote: 

By the Men of War returning to England I have wrote at large 
& consign'd two large Parcetls of Topas^ics and AmcLby&ts^ also some 
veiy fine Constantia Wine both red and white which the Govt of 
this Place has procur'd lor me. 

As 1 wrote 5a very fully a few days ago I shall only add that wc 
are lust upon the Point of taking our Departure from this Place & 
hope lo be in Bengal the Beguinlng of I^iarch when You may depend 
upon hearing from 

Yt AfTec, Ac. 

ClJVE-* 

About January 10 the Kent sailed from the Cape in cdqi- 
pany with the Prince of Waks which they found there* On 
March 10, At Sea Six in the morn%*’ Strachey wrote to Lady 
Clive as follows : 

MadaWp—I am Just rauseil with tlic News of an Englhh Sail being 
in Bight, and liavliig Borne Apprehe]iEtan» Ihiil India PoUtics wlU not 
aJIow every body to pny sufTlcIent AlLention to Lhc Opporlunity of 
Writing home, have stofEu into a Comer to secure myseU the pleasure 
of informing \'aur ladyship that my Lnrd Is In perfect health. As 
the weather waxes veiy warm (for wu are In Latitude 21 South with 
nttle Winds) His Lordijhip has begun to use the cold Bath« which 
answers the desir'd purpose of preventing Cotds. The of IV'ofes 
la still In Compniiy, When we arrive oO Ceylon, she is to leave tis 
& proceed to Bengal, while we peep into Madrass. 1 cannot give any 
tolcrahle Guess at the time we shall fiike in getting there, for when 
we have no Wind everj^ body desponds & reckons upoo 6 or 7 Weeks, 
and when a Breeze springs np, we dDol Doubt of being in India In 
3 Weeks. Mr Maskel^me Is not stirring, hut t can assure You he 
Is well W. Ingham has been ill ever since we left Iho Cape but Is now 
on the Recovery. Excuse my hasty scrawl 1 have only Lnno to 
reassure Your Ladyship that I shall snatch every opportunity of 
acquainting You of Lord Clive's health & that 1 am with the greatest 
Respect 

Your ladyship's 

most obed^ Jt most 

humble Serv^pjil 

HnNf Strachey* 


> Powis MSS>* 
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Clive wTote to his wife the same day: 

I have just time lo write my deartsl Wile tliat we are aU weU 
liltherto ^ hope to be at MadraJ^s in 3 Weeks. 

The only thiag which gives me concern is the Length of our Passage 
which will not I am apprehensive admit of my leavtng India so soon 

iis 1 intended with any Propriety. . n 

Tell Kelsall 1 hear his Son does not enjoy hU Heallii so well 
as cauW he expected & that he If Subject to epeltpllck Fits, U I cm 
bv any Means make ills areumstances such as may admit of his 
TBlumiDE to England I certainly will & he shaU be one af the Party 
over land Amphlett heing dead I have some thoughts of making 


him the Superintendent of all my Estates &c. well 300 per Annum- 
Pray make my Apology to all my Rciations and Friends lor not 
writing by this Oppartunity A. believe me 


at Sea 

March 10^“ 1765 
Sr Lai. 20e33 

Longitude frnm Londou 75 degree^ 
Bee? July 17^*’1765 
Answ^ Dec^ 1765 




Alice. 

Cl.|V£. 


After a voyag'fi of little marc tlian ten months, on April 10, 
IT65, the anchored in Madras Hoads, The lad who 

twenty vcars before had lantled at Fort St. George irithout 
money or friends^ was no-w received with all the honours due 
to the Governor of Bengal. On landing he heard of the death 
of Meer Jaffier- The Nawab had disem eied that he had paid too 
dearly to [regain the throne; his closing days were embittered 
by constant fresh demands. By the treaty made on his restora¬ 
tion he w as boniid to levy duties upon all goads exeept those 
of the Company's servants, and to pay the Company LSOOpOCM) 
on aeeount of the losses due tcj tlie disputes with ileer Cossim. 
But the British had dethroned him and placed Mcer Cossim 
in powert and to make hiiu pay for the aetion of liis supplanter 
Was a gross act of extortion. But there was a lower depth* 
He w'as also bound by treaty to reitubnrse the personal losses 
of individuals^ which, though originally fixed at £100,000, were 
evenhifdly raised to £530,000* and the greater portion of this 
sum waa for lasses sustained in an illicit trade- He aJjao prt^- 
mised to give a donation of £250*000 to the army and navy^ 
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All delicacy Was kid ^idc in the manner ui which payment 
fcir the iwrsoaal losses was pressed The old Xaaab w'cnt down 
to Calcutta in order to discqss pwuniary matters with tht 
Council, and to meet hJs staunch friend Clive, whose arrival 
was expected. He fell Bcriously ill, w'as with difficulty removed 
to Murshidahnd, and died at his capital on February e, 1765. 

A week after he reached ftladras Clive dispatched to 3fr, 
Rous, the Chairman of the Company, one of those remarkable 
utleratices on affairs which dcseni''e remembrance: 


Madras 

De^ SlF.^^ye arrived at this Place the lO!* Inst* and shah 
proceed to Bengal next Saturday. The Prinee t,} Wat^ kepi us Com- 

Cc3'lon, and is by this time 1 

the Politicks of India. The paiticnliirs of our late Successes and 

vau Company's .^fTitirs in Indoslan. 

you ^11 have been mfomied of at large before this reaches you; I 
shaU therefore only tmuhle You uith my Sentiments in consequence 
t * huccessEs, Md trust to your co-operating with me iu c^ing 
P?* “ establishing, upon the most solid Basis, such 

parts of my Plan, as appear capable of answering what we have both 

^ 1 ^'^' Company’s Honor and Prosperity. 

We have at last arrived at that critical Ganjiinclure, which I have 

iJTi^n^rieT* w’ ^ Conjuncture which renders It necessary for 

us to dclernime whether we can, or shall take the whole to ourselves 

** Minor, but I know not 
whether he IS yet declared Successor, Suja Dowla is beat out of his 

Domlnrons: W* nn; m possession of them, and it Is scarcely an 

The 'I'ff ^ r*'^ Empire is in our hands. 

Experience, have 

j whatever, their Troops are neither 

wJnnianded, nor paid as ours arc. Cnji It then be 
Europeans would effectually preserve 

any (ioudby Prince, but by rendering us so truly 

You will 1 ^ sure, imagine with me that after the lengths we 
have the Princes of Indoilan must conclude our V ewf to be 
boundless. They have Indeed seen such Instances of oar 
^at ^ey cannot suppose us capable of Moderation. Th^ verv 
Nabobs, whom we nughl support, would be cither covetous of our 

L houHv Lv"- n Ecar, Avarice would 

be hciLrJy Uymg wait fer an Opportunity to destroy us; A Victory 
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^ Itmporary reJM for ll.e df throning of ode Nabob 
'i^ouJd be foUowed by the selling up of nnolher, who actuated by the 
same Principles, would, wlien his Treasniy couM afford bim an \nnv 
pursue the very Pall, oMds Predecessor. \\'e mnst Indeed becom^ 
the Nabobs (Halves in Fad, if not in Name, perhaps tolaUy so wilh- 
nuL Disguise, hut on this Subject I cannot be positive until my arrlvnl 

H ^ousond each. Such an Army toeelber ^tb 

JUe biiiidred light Horse, 3 or 4 Companies of ArlJUery and the 
Troops of the Country will absoiotely render mb invincible ' In Kliort 

o' «'• comity,' thS ? 1?^ 

Ihem*^**’ Mttliod we now have for attaining and securing 

Our T^ps you will hear are at this Ume, above half wav to 
Delhi—A M^ch I highly disapprove of, I mean absotuteiy t& bound 
our PosscMioiis Assistance and Conquests to fcng.al, iever shSll 
the going to Delhi be a Finn adapted if possible to be avoided by me 

should f 

ever have thoqght of going such lengths as we hav-e if the Actions of 

th^t^iTr ^ necessmy. I could have wished 

that our Operations had been carried on upon a Plan of Modemtton 

Md that w^e had not been obliged to maintain any other Military 
Force, ibsm what might be sufBcIent to preserve and pursue oU 
commercial Advantaecs. But since onr \1cw, are exUnded and 
since CPmmerce aiooe is not now the whole of the Company's Support 
e 7,;“^ 7 “ impossible; one word more, on^Je^ 

TiimiEtoh^ *£.? Establishment al>ove nnMiiiontd^ send us Twenty 
Thousand Stand of Small Arms, with plenty of Powder for Muskets 

and remembnjhat the light Horse are become in contestabiv LceslSl* 

?flntT,r* Establishment for Madras is sufBcicnt, no AddiUo^^ 
wanted there ; so llmt your whole Attention, in Military Matter^ 
will be property paid to Bengal. iwncra, 

Give me leave now to lead yon a few Moments into the Civil 
Department—See what an Augoean Stable IJiere is to be cleansed 
The Confusion we behold, what does it arise from ? Rapacity and 

whm 7.; ^ many to acquire fn iSi Instil 

what Ottlj a few can, or ought to possess. Every Man won Id be rich 
without the Merits of long Service and from this Incessnnt rjimniiiiir 
undouhl^ly springs that Disorder to whiS we'rnirt 

sime Sp7i«r ^ may perhaps be reduced to the necessity of drawing 

Tnrf n^nd Settlements. It must be you? 

r?ntt™l ^ out proper 

Gentlemen. Affairs seem to he coming in such a Pass, that in a liUIc 
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time, there will haidly he smy body at the Council Boprd above the 
Hank or Age of a Writer. In short, the Evfls, Civil and Military 
are enonoonSj but they shall he rooted ouL Whatever Odium may be 
thrown upon me by the Mai tee or Disappoliitmeat of In dlvldoals 
I am resolved to net for the Advantage of the Company In every 
Itespeet. I have not here time to inform you of my whole Plan of 
nerormationt bnl the Motives upon which I have found it, hclog no 
other lhan the puhUe Good, you may safely exert yoiirsell In its Sup¬ 
port, U It should stand in need of your Assistance, which I hardly 
think it can, Iho* Faction should he stilt raging—I propose no Ad¬ 
vantage to myself—I am dettrcnlnctl to return to Engiand, withnui 
having acquired one FarlMng Addition to my Fortune. Surely then 
1 cannot possihly design anylhing but puhtie Good. Our Affairs art 
now In sueh an Important Situation, as to require that the Conduct 
of them should be managed with the utmost Secrecy^ and conseqnedOy 
the knowledge of them confined to a few^ I mention thL^ hecauEe 
I find that your secret Conmilltec is ahoUshed and I wish to hear 
very soon that Jt is re'estahUshed. 

As I have written to Mr Walsh on Ihis Subject and thought proper 
to use the same ptecaniion as I have to you, I must beg you to fumlEh 
him with the Key and likewise witli a Copy of this Letter. 

I am 

Dear Sir Ac* 

CLivn ^ 

Clive by the same ship wrote to his agent in London as 
XuUows i 

" I have desired Mr Bous to furnish you with a copy of my letter 
to him of this day^s dale* likewise with the cipher, that you may be 
cnahied to understimd what follows: ' Ttie contents are of such 
great Importance, that I would not have them transpire. \V1iatever 
money 1 may have in the public Funds, or any where else, and as 
murfi as can tuf borraincd in my nume, I desire may he, without loss 
of a mkiute. Invested Id Bast India Sloek. Yon will speak to my 
Attorneys on this points Let them know I am anxious to have my 
money so dEpesed of; juid press tJicm to hnsLen the n^air as much 
as possible/ 

The subtle cciuimont made by Mill on the trartsaction has 
misled many wTitersi^ 

"The letter to ftlr. Eons/' he says, end the shortness of the 
period which intervened between the arrival of Lord Clive In Bengal 
and his assuming the dewauec or revenues, would leave no doubt 
that he commanded all the money which he possessed, or w'hlcli he 
could twjrrow, to be invested id India Stock, in contemplation of the 

^ Froin Lord CIl%'e lo Mr, Rotts; dated April 17, 1765. 
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rise or prlre whicJi tliat measure was calculated to produce ; bad he 
not, when examined cm the subject of this tetter by the Committee 
of the TTouse of Commons, ctectared absolutely, ' that he had ijot 
while at Madras fomied the resolution to seize the dewanee.*** * 


Tliere is, however, sii&cicitt evidence to show tiuit Clive 
tile fiSst India stock to he piirchn^d in orders to 
strengthen his voting power in the Court of Proprietors. He 
knew that Sulivan was doing his utmost to supplant Rous, 
and, with Sulivan again Chairman, he would not receive the 
support from home which Was so necessary to the success of 
the dhTicult and disagreeable task he luvd undertaken. 

CUve Wrote to his wife by the same ship: 


Madhass 

I have an Opportunity by this French Conv^ance to Inform 
my Dearest Wife of our Safe Arrival all In Jfealth at lliis Place A 
that ws Bball sail for Ded^ in l\»-o days where every Ihing cats oa 
very well Pniy send for Wf Hous * deliver him the enclos’d Letter 
the Arjpj Friaate will sail Irom Bengal next September when You 
shall huvE ai^ the Nows. 

I em 


Y[ AfT^c, &c. ^c. 

CuvB." 

On the mortving of May 3 Clive arrived at Calcutta, Two 
members of the Select Committee, Sykes and Sumner, who 
had accompanied him on the voyage, landed at the same time. 
The other two members Were awny from the capital. General 
Carnac, who eammanded the army, w'as with the troops beyond 
the hounds of Bchar, and fi£r. Vcrelst was at the dhdant settle¬ 
ment of Chittagong. Clive, on his return to a scene in which 
he liad played so fariUiaat a part. Was received with marked 
regard both by the European and Indian community. Among 
the numerous letters of Welcome wliich tie received was one 
from the two heads of the banking firm of Jagat Seth, whose 
fathers had been so brutally murdered by Hleer Cossim. In 
acknowledging this letter Clive says: 


r ««ived your letter, men the iie^^s of tlie death of your 

a ers rcac e my ears, I was sieved bE3’and expression. V'ou 
1 Mill. Vpl III., p, 2fi3, 

Hon'LIt 

Ifj, 1 lob. 


Lady 


April 
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know very well iJie great cslecm I had for them. I always endea- 
VDured to suppart I heir dignity and to obtain for them that respect 
from the world to which by their many virtues they were enlitted- 
Their names I will never forget. The cruelty of the tyrant Qasini 
win also rtmnln in my memory^ whilst I live. Let me see yon and. 
let me he Informed of any matters wherein I can serv^c you. Be 
assured I hat as i loved your fathers^ so I will always exert my sell 
in supporting the dignity and welfare of their thildren/^ ^ 

Rajoli Dulab Ram wrote to say hovi' delighted he w'jis tn 
hear of his Lordship’s return: As the parched earth is 

refreshed by the blessing of mini and as the budding flow'er 
after the hard weather recovers its hcanty and fragrance by 
the ^jw'ect breesc of spring,, ?k> has this news afforded reUef 
to my anxious mind.” * 

Clive was most pimetilious in answering these letters of 
w'elcome^ (md the copies of his Persian letters to Native chiefs 
and other grandees occupy many volumes. He was ever a 
strenuous worker. The day of his arrival he read steadily 
through the past Minute.^ of Council in order^ as be expressed 
it, timt “ by seeing what had been done he might be able to 
form a clearer opinion of the plan of operations on which it 
would be necessary to act/’ and he also made the time to 
write the following long epistle to Camac: 

" I arrived here this momiiig to take possession of a eovemiriEnl^ 
which I find in a more distracLeii stnte, if possible, than I bad reason 
to expect. 

" The measures taken, with regard to the country- govemment, 
hove been at best precipitate ; and the gontlemen here, knowiaB 
that the arrangement of all ufTalrs was ahsoltitcJy vested in the tom- 
irUtteCp might, I think, have avoided going the lengths they have, 
till my arrival. But 1 am determined not to be embarrassed by the 
erroTFi of others, if in my power to remedy them. At leasts 1 wUl 
struegle hard that the disinterested purpose of my voyage prove 
not IneJIectual. Vonr resolution, my dear friend, and principles, 
almnsl unparalleled in these climes, will, I am surci co-operate with 
me In every DEgttJation for the public good. Verelst appears, as far 
as 1 can hitherto iutige^ to be a man of honour and InteErlly. Sykes 
may be thorougiily relied on, and Sumner must, for his own sakei be 
a friend to the Company. It is impossiblct therefore, lo doubt that 
we shall he able to settle every matter to the satisfaction of our 

1 Correspundeaceb VoL I., p. 405. 
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employers. The young Nai)ob should hv Irealed vriih. respect^ wllh 
dignity» and with that honour which ought to be ehuracterisLic of 
Engll-*ihmen In Asia as well as in Euxope i biit since we have 
experienced EUi!h a series of troubles Jrom the m fv m a nagement of 
SubahshIpSp It Is our duty to guard against future evilsp by doing lor 
ourselves what no Nabob will ever do for lis ^ and never Irust to the 
ambit ion of any Mussulmon w'hatever, after what has happened. 
Peace upon a firm and lasting iDnudation must be eslablEshed if 
possible. And in obtain this object^ 1 conclude U will be necessary 
for me to march up to you at camp^ not tc conilnne long therej but 
to enter Into some treaty with the ICing- Your Jong and extensive 
ex]}edJtlnn 1 cauld wish had been avoldabEe ; but of that and all 
other aJTaJrs I will speok more at larger when I have the pleasure 
of hearing from or seeing you. For the present, I can only say, that 
our vlew^s ought to be eonhned to Beag:d and ilsi deparUneuLs, and 
so far I am sure may be goiiv w^Jlh justice ; nor do 1 doubt, that a 
committee of genUetneUp whose emulation Is not excited by the dJa- 
irlbution of loaves and Qshes, may acquire at this Juncture Jmmort%ll 
honour to themgclves, and last Eng advantages to the Company. To¬ 
morrow morning 1 begta to read over the papers^ and mtnutes of 
Council^ that I may, by seeing what has been done^ be able tn form 
a ejenrer oplniou of Ihe plan we ought now to adopt. This business 
will, 1 suppose employ my attention for two or three days, and then 
you shall hear from me." ^ 

The measures which Clive regarded pre<ripitate were 
those taken for filling the throne of Bengal within a day or 
two of Meer death. Meer JafTier left a son, NaiUn-od- 

Dow'ta, aged eighteen, who was said to be illegitimate, and a 
grandsoitt a son of Meeran, a ehdd of six. Clivet when at 
Madras, resolved to acknowledge the grandson us Xawah 
and to rule in his name. In his letter to Rous he stated i 
**We must indeed become Xabobs oursielves in Fact if not in 
Name.” On reaching Calcutta Clive learnt tlint, as soon as 
tile death of Meer Jaffier Was known, the President and Conn- 
oil acknowledged Kaiini-ud Dowla*® The Council, howevert 
delayed his formaJ reougoltion as XawaU until he signed a 
treaty sent bo hitru drafted and signctl by the Board. A si>eeial 
deputation conveyed it to Murshidabad. The head of the Com- 
mission was Mr* Johnstone, Van-jittajCs most bitter foe, who 
had savagely denounced him for the acceptance of presents 
from Meer Cossim, The very' day the Commlsi^iotiers arrived 

^Molculm^ Voi ll.p pp. ^ i\fljmii'il-daiil3b. 


263 The Life of Lord Clive 

the young Kawab .signed the treatyg which deprived him of all 
real power* and transferred it to Mohanin^cd Rf^a Khan+ ati 
able Mussuljiuin grandee* whom he was hound by the treaty 
to appoint Naib. or deputy Nawub, for the administration 
of all affairs. The power of the young Nawah was further 
Curtailed by having to bind himself to make the elt?ction and 
rexnoval of all olBcers engaged in the ndministration of the 
revenue ^subject to the approval of the President in Council. 
The treaty confirmed to the British the privllt.*ge of trading free 
from all duties except 2^ per cent, upon the article of ^alt^ 
though letters had been received from the Court of Directors 
directing the complete abandonment of the inland trade, 

Wlien the treaty was concluded about £1-4(>«(KI0 wa;^ pro* 
luhed, aiid the greater part paid ai^d received by the Governor 
and Members of CouneU contrary lu the jmsltive orders of the 
Court of Directors that fdl persons in the Companyservice 
should execute covenants* restraining them from accepting, 
directly or indirectly, from the Indian princes^ any grant 
of landSp rents, or territorial dominioaT t>r any present %vlmt- 
ever* exceeding the value of four thousand rupees, without 
the consent of the Court of Directors/" * The^se orders arrived 
by the Litpvcing packet on January 1765, about a month 
before the death of Mcer Jnfficr and the aeceptnnee of the 
presents. The dispatch was ojiened and the orders were 
recorded by the Council the same day. IVhen Clive arrived, 
three months later, tlic covenants had not been signed* and 
he determined there should be no further delay. 

On Thursday* May 5* two days after Ids arrival* Clive 
attended a meeting of the Couneih He gives an account of 
the proceedingit in a letter to Camae written the same day.^ 
After mentioning tlie mUitaiy^ rank assigned to the field oiUcers 
by the Council, he proceeds to say : 

After this matter was settled* I desired the Hoard wmild order 
those paragraphs relative to the power of the coimDlltee to be trans¬ 
mitted to the chiefs and council of the Mili^ordlnate settlements* to 

3 Mnlcohn, VaL p, 330^ 

*Tljt wTflfig dale, May fl, \b gjveo by Malcolm. 
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the Cummander-tn-clilel the army, and to the two presidencies of 
Madras and Bombay, that they inrght koow what powers the com- 
tnitlee were invested with- 1 Iheii acq[uiiinted the Boards that the 
coinmiLtec was deUrmlrii^d to make use of the prower hiA-ested in 
them, lo Us utmost ei^tcut; that the condition of the country, and 
the wry helJig of the Company made such a step ah^olutely necessary, 
Mr. Leycester then seenied loelLned to enter into a debate ahont the 
meaning and extent of those powers^ hut 1 cut liim short, hy 
Infonnlng the Boardp that I would not suffer any one to enter into 
the least discussion about the meaning of those pow ers; but that the 
commiltee alone were absolutely delermliied to be the soie and only 
Judges ; hut that they were uL llbrrLy to enter upon the face of the 
consulLations any minutes Lbey thought proper, but nothing more, 
Mr. Johnstone desired that some other paragraphs of the letter might 
be sent to the different subordinates, as tending, I believe. In 
his opinion, tn invalidate those orders. Upon which I a^ked himp 
whether he wrould dare to dispute our authority ? Mr. Johnstone 
rep tied, that he never had the least Intention of doing such a ttiing; 
upon which there wa 5 an appearauce of very long and pale counten¬ 
ances, and not one of the couneiE altered anathcr syliable, A-fter 
despatching the current buiinesSp the Board broke up, and to-morrow 
we sit in committeci when, 1 make no douhi^ of discovering such a 
scene as will he shocking to hum an nntiLm* They have all received 
immense sums for this new appoint men t| and are so shameless, as to 
own It publicly. Kence we can account for the mollve of paying so 
Utile respect to me and Llie commlLLee ; und^ In short, every thing 
of benehl to themselves they have lu ttus hasty in aimer coucluded« 
leaving to the committee the getting the covenaiiLs signed, which 
they say^^ la of such consequence, that they caimoL til ink of seLtiing 
any thing final nbuut lliem until l^ord Clive'3 arrival. 

Alas I how is the EngUsli name sunk I 1 could not avoid paying 
llie tribute of a few* tears Lo the depurted and lost fame of the British 
nation {irrecoverably so* I fear). However^ I do declare, hy that 
Great Being who Js the searcher of all hearls, and to whom we must 
he accountable, if there must be an hereafter, that I nm come out 
with a mind superior to all corruption, and that I am determined 
to deiiaLroy those greal and growing c\dls, or perish In the atlempl. 

I hope, when matters are a little 3cUled, to set out for Uie army ; 
Urtnglng wilh me full power for you and me to settle every thing for 
the best/^ * 

Osx Friday^ May G, the Select Committee met for the first 
tinie, and the proceedings were opened by a letter from 
Clive. 

” A very few days,"" he says* arc elapsed since our arrival; and 
yet* if we consider what has already come lo our knowledge, we 

* Mulcoko, Vol, IL^ pph 320-3L 


264 The Life of Lord Clive 

cniuiDt hesitate a mometiL upon Uie ji^cessity of a^fsiimtng Lke power 
thul is in us of condiiclLngH a Select Coiumltlee^ the ailairs both 
cIvQ ond mtiltaiy of this settleilteui. What do we hear of, what do 
we See, hat anarchy, (joniusiou, and, what is worsep an aJiuDsl general 
corruptJoo. Happy, I sure, you wouSd have beeui as well as 
myself, had the lale conduct of atlairs been so irreproachable as to 
have permitted Lheru still to coullnue in the hands of the GoYemor 
and Connell/* ^ 

The Comuuttee replied by an uddress pramising unanimity 
and support. Mill obiierves : Yet oue w'ould imagine that 

four days afforded not a very ample space for collecting a 
satisfactory body of evidence on so extensive a fields especially 
if we must believe the noble lieclarer^ tliat the dctemtinatjcni 
to wMcrh it led was a disagreeable one/" * It was not in four 
days but in two days Lliat Clive obtained a SiLtisfactoiy' body 
cd evidence by reading over all the cons id tat ions from the 
death of the late Nawab to the Ith April, 1705.” This evi¬ 
dence confirmed ^*what Was,” as Clive says, ** so very notorious 
throughout the town,” and the parties themselves Imd 
taken such little pains to eoneesL” On May 11 Clive sent to 
Mr. Palkt the Governor of Madras, a copy of tho^e paragraphs 
in the Court of Directors* powers with which the Select 
Committee was invested, and supplied him with a few in¬ 
teresting details. 

" At the first meeting, Ihe gentlemen began tn oppose and treat 
tne In the manner they did VniisHtart, by disputing our power, and 
the meaning of the paragraph ill the Company's general letter. Haw 
ever, I cut thal mailer short, by tvLlmg them they should not be 
the Judges of that pawner, nor would we allow them to enter Into the 
least discussion about it: but LhuL they might enter their dissents 
in w'litmg, upon the face of the consultations. This brought matters 
to a couclusion^ and spared us the necessity of making use of force* 
Lo put the C^i’iupany's iutciilldus into execulion. \Ve ariived on 
Tuesday, and elffieted this on Thursday* On Friday we held a com¬ 
mittee p and on Monday w^as read before the council the following 
resolution from the committee hook:—'Resolved that It is the 
opiulnu of this committee, that the covenanU be executed 
liumedhiteiy by the rest of the council, and all I he Company's 
servauts.*^ After many idle uiid evasive arguments^ and being given 
to uuderstand they must either sign or be suspended the sendee^ they 

^ Mill, VqL 111., p, 27il. 
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executed the rovenauts upcn the spot. From this you will see wtiot 
1 had the liouoLir to Lnronu you ol^ LliuL I dju determined upon an 
absolute reformation ; but here we must act wtiii cautionp untU a 
peace is estabUshed, which £ do not despair of accompdstiLug during 
the rains. 

" We arc wuiLlng the arrival ol the Naboh and his mLnlsir^'p to 
detenuiue ■whether wn shall suspend them the servicep or represent 
matters In a gencroi light leaving to the Directors to determluc their 
stale ; though 1 nm persuaded ihey will never wait such a decisloiip 
hashing ail ol them received large lortune^s which they barefacedly 
eonfess, for absidutety and precipltotely concLu<llng the late treaty 
viiih the young Nabob ; not waiting for our approbationp or leaving 
U in our power to rectify the least tittle, without being guilty of a 
breach of faith.^' ^ 

On May 8 tlie young Nawab wrote to Clive tlint ever 
since the receipt of the new^ of His Lords Lip's returning to 
tills country His Excellency has been lunging to »ee him. 
This day he sets out to have tliat pleasure.^^ The real object 
of the Navifnb’s visit was to get rid of the control of Moliainitied 
Reza, to whose appointment he had strongly objected. He 
had pleaded strenuously that Xuncomar, who had supreme 
influence over hiiii+ should fill the office of Naib. But his 
wishes were disregarded by the Comluissjoui and soon after 
Xuficoinar was sent to Calcutta a prisoneri owing to the dis¬ 
covery of proofs that he had emresponded with the Via-ier of 
Oudh during the campaign in Eehar.® In a letter also dated 
May 8, IMobammed Re^a Khan stated that he was ruost anxious 
to aceoinpany the Nawab, but perruission was not granted, 
and he “ requested leave to come to Calcutta and pay lus 
respects to His Lordship.” ^ Leave Was granted, and towards 
the end of May the Naw'ab, Mohammed Heza and the tw'o 
Seths arrivecl there. The Nawab at once presented a letter 
of complaint to CUve and the Select Committee, and the 
attention of the Couneil was called to a representation from the 
Nawab that since his father’i> death Molianimed Reza iiad 
distributed twenty lues among members of the Council in 
order tlmt they should maintain Inui in his station. 

On June 7\ the question of receiving presents being brought 

^ Maitxkliiii, Vql n.p pp- 324-fl. ■ ThirU Report, p. 3U5. 

’ PersKau Corrq^pqnJence, Val E., p. 40fi. 


266 


The Life of Lord Clive 

under liiseu^sion \fi Council, Mr. Johnstone desired that the 
questiun “ whether the acceptance of all presents is impioper ” 
might he put to each luember of the Board. Three members 
of the Select Committeet Messrs. Sykes, VereUt, and Sumner, 
ajui the President, were opposed to their acceptance. Four 
memhers gave a decided or qualified ppiuion in favour of their 
receipt. Mr, JiiUnslijne stated : That where they are not 

the jjrke of unworthy services, and no trust is betrayed for 
tliemt the acceptance of them hi no way iraproper; and, in 
the present case, as being previous to the execution of the 
deed of covenant, ns warrant able as in time past by any who 
had received them/’ ‘ This was very thin quibbling, as in 
the present case it not previous to the receipt of the orders* 
Mr, JoluislOTic, the person chiefly iinpHeatcih sought to defend 
himself by a ferocious attack on Cilve* In a long minute, 
which he recorded an June 17, 1765, he writes s 

WKlh nL'gard to presents in gL-nrral, we liave tlie approved 
rxcituple of the PresM^til, Lord Qive lUiu^rlf, far our guide, who, 
througti this Nabob's folher's pruicely bounty on his eofiilag to the 
government had made bis fortune eos^', and the Company's wilfarc 
bis only motive for stay big ia liiduu acknowledges bis having 
made use of the LnJluenee of .JugguL Sell Lo apply fur li jughire, which, 
though ainounting to £3bJ>00 pEC aonum^ was not Lhon^it Improper 
by him to accept of* eveo io the rireomsLatices of distress he then 
represents the old Nabob lo have been in—his bfe twice saved from 
tds troops mutinying for lliolr arrears only by the awe of our arms, 
nod large balances tben due to the Company, wlilcb vrerc uot ail paid 
till afUr the revolution, 1760/' * 

Clive replied with considerable fire and energy of language: 

*' As to the recriminotioFi of my Imving formerly received n present 
from Meer JaCbEr which Mr, Jotuistone would establish os u precedent 
lo be follow^ed by every body, be ts not ignorant that it was given to 
me 111 a mJIilary capacity only^ as a reward for real semccs ntudered 
to the Nabob at a very dangerous crisis ; nor was that reward ever 
stipulated, required, or expected by me, or with my knowledge. Be 
it also remembered, thui what I received In cons^rquence of the bottle 
of Plossey* was the only prviient 1 ever dJd receive, although I 
remaloed, during the space of nearly three years afterwards, presi¬ 
dent of the Council, and at the head of a victoirlouB army. Let the 

^Aiibcr, Vot, t, p, tui, "Third Report* p. iM. 
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impart]^ world wbeLher those who hove sudc-tedcilmc wLLh 

infedor pri^leiisLoiiSr und even in Lnlerior sLolioasp bove conducted 
t hems elves with cquul propriety or moderoiion. 11 is unnecessary 
for me to dweU Longer upon the Eubject ol my own cdiiduel, hovLng 
long ogo published cvezy^ pnrUciilnr reluting Lo it,, ond having Jong 
ago hqd the so Lis ruction ol seeing it approved by my empLoyers. If 
all Mr. John 5 Loners Lrunsactions will beor the test as well as niine^ 
he wiJL iiQ doubt receive as honoiirabEe testimonJids oT piihLie appro¬ 
bation as 1 did,*" ^ 

When a copy of the proceedings reached Englancli tlie 
Directors expressed, in n letter to Bengal, their decided yiews 
regyrdiiig the cuiidiict of the Seiect Committee atttl their 
oppoaeuts- They refused to admit that the vast sums obtained 
by the memLors of the Commission were by any means free 
gifts/^ and they Avere sorry to see some of the gentJemen 
IxEive thought Kt to justify their breach of trust by a breach 
of order lii pleading the covenants were not exeeutedt there¬ 
fore not obligatory/’ They dccIaretL in empliatic language i 
But so totally do we difler from tlicm, that we think them 
not only guilty of a breach of those particular covenants, but 
also of the general covenants, AVhUdi Avere entered into before 
tliese last were found so necessary.’" ® After eunmienting 
severely on the cavils and opposition of several members of 
the Council, which “ appear most evidently to have been cal- 
e I dated to screen aud obstruct the inquiries into* and detection 
of^ the jnisbebaviour/’ they go on to cxi>ress a warm approval 
of the conduct of Clive : 

W^e are satisfied you have had the real interest of the 
Company constantly in your vicAi^, in all your researches into 
the general corruptioo and rapacity of our servants, Avith the 
spirit and ilisiiitcrestcdncss which do you honour^ and merit 
our approbation.^" ^ 

Oq June 1T05, CUve left Culeutta, in order to meet 
the Emperor and the Nawab Vizier* who were with General 
Cainivc at Allahabad. A great turn in a^irs had taken place 
siince the decisive victory of Bnxar. A narrative of the iinme^ 
diatc events after the battle b thus given by Verekt; 

VoL. [., P. 137. * Ibid., p. 141. ^ Ibid. 
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“ Afajor Mimru, judging It expedlenl; to piLrsue vantage 

from his vlulory by nut giving the cneiny lime to recover and collect 
themselves, detertnlncd lo march for Jiatmarass immediateJy* He 
crossed Ids whole army accordiiagty over the Ganges (which Buk^ar 
lays uponj by the Noveinber, and about the 10?^ reached Baii- 
narass. The King was tliere, waiting lor the Major’s coming tip, 
in order to accommodate matters it possible ; hut no terms con'd 
be admitted on our side ^tltl Cossim^ Sumniero, and the European 
desertersp were first given up lo us j which was the primary article 
we tosisted on from Suja Dowia, from the first commeocement of 
hostilities. Benny Bahadre^ one of Suja^s prLudpal Generals who 
attended the King, was accorilingiy sent to Snja at Illiahad with this 
the Ala jar's Qnal result^ and had ten days allow'ed him^ which if he 
did not return in-^the Major told him to inform his master that he 
would immediately march oiir army lo flliabad. 

By the last advices from camp^ dated ^fovem!' 25^^^ ^ otir army 
was stfJ! at Bannamss, and the King with them ; who has taken on 
himself the government of the province of Oud, Snja Dowla's 
dominions ; so that Suja must now soon falL BuJwaii Sing, the 
Baja of BannarasSj submitted himsclJ and came in to our eamp the 
same day ; he Jias been of great assistance to the enemy in supplying 
them with prov^i^ions. W'e are collect Log the revenues of those ports, 
and a Chief and CkmncU are appointed to establish a factoiy^ at that 
city. Our army has ransomed Bannarass for four Lacks of Rupees^ 
The allowed ten days for Btfiny Bahadre to go to UlLabad and hock, 
were expired when these advices Jeft camp y In consequence of which, 
as tliere are no proposals from Suja;, the army was dally expected to 
inarch for his capital. They add—that he is putting it into the best 
slate of defence possihJe, being determined lo try his farther fortune ; 
for which purpose, he has offcried a year'’s revenues Lo be allowed Lo 
aJ] his subjects who wLli Lmmcdiately join his army, and is clearing 
away the houses^ and forming an esplanade round the Qiplial. 
Cosiim and Summero, it is thought, are both with him. To the 
capacILy and activity of Snmmera be ow^es, in a great measure, the 
possibility of his havhig been able to act so formidably against ii& \ 
for Summeru has disciplined twenly thousand Seapoys for hlm^ In a 
very extraordinary manner considering il almost wholly owing to 
One man, and armed In the Eurapeuii manner ; besides a large body 
of excEhent Horse, wrelJ tridned, and armed with light drcjuck&. 
Some say, indeed, that to him is also owing the veiy formidable train 
of Artillery which both Cosslm and Suja have had, tnounted as well 
as onia ; tho’ some of the French deserters might probably claim a 
share here, Cosslm had bb musters of artlUeiy from us, soon after 
Van Si I tart set him on the Musnud ; nor did our pDlittclans scruple^ 
nl that time, Lo supply him with Huropeau small arms also, from 
which he was enabled to have so many thousands made for hia own 
troops ; and, w'ith which, and bis artillery, be was soon afterwards 
in a capacity so desperately to contend with us. Summero is said 
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to b€ a. who rame out a soldier on board of Boscawen’s fieet 

to [ndia^ dtsertcd from us at Madrass soon afterwards to Ihe French, 
in whose servloe he came down as a Corporal or Serjeant to Qiander- 
nagore ; made his escape froim thence when it was tahen by ns, and 
either joined Mans' Law's party* or went into the servicf? of some of 
the country powers* with whom he continued Hrli Cosslm Aly was 
made Suha j who, endeaTonring to adopt an mdependenty of us 
from his Ursl rise to the Mu^ud* drew Lato Ms service every European 
possible, by large pecuniary rewards ond great preferment. For the 
adoption and execution of this independency p we are not a lit lie 
indebted to that public spyt Coja Fetmsc^ and In some degree to bis 
brother Coja Gregorj'; the latter of whom was one of Cossim's head 
Generals in his sevend Z)aLtles against us ; which two brothers engaged 
sonic hundreds of Armenians into Cosslm's service^ which were as good 
troops as any he had. C^Ja Gregory was cut oil by Cossim* towards 
the latter end of his ill success, for having been (its sold,) one of the 
principal advisers to his war with Ihe English, which proved tits ruin ; 
and Coja Petnise is still In Calcutta. The villain Suituncro w^as the 
bloody Instrument CossLm made u&c of to sacrifice our poor 
unfortunate Gentlemen, for which {they sayj he gave him some 
Lacks. He is now Suja Dowla's chief General, Cossim's power being 
cullrely reduced, who, ^tis believedr is a prisoner, In order that wbea 
SuJa U put to the last push, Cossim's delivery up to us may save 
himself, if possible." * 

Munro, '' jiidgmg it expedient to pursue every advantage 
from, bis victory,” determined to march without deiay to 
Benares. On October 27 the British forces crossed the Canges. 
On November 8 Alunro rcuehed Benares, the centre of Huuiu 
religious life* and encamped his troops near the sacred city. A 
large portion of the sepoys were MohammedaiLi?, and to them 
and the European soldiers sore was the temptation to plunder 
the shrines of their rich stores of silver and gold brought 
by pilgrims from all parts. But the miBcellaneous force was 
kept by their general under the strictest dJseiplinc, and Munro, 
on the day of arrival, issued the following order : 

" None of the troopj! or followers of the ormy art on any account 
whatever to go into Ihe clly of Banarus^ or out of the binits of the 
camp, on pain of hetog severely punished i and if any person is detected 
plundering, he Is to be Imnicdklcly hanged," * 

The next day a runsoni of £40+000 was jiaid to the army by 
the bankers and chief inhabitants of a city' great in commerce 

^Letter Irgm W, V«cUt to Lojnd C1U'«; l^lamabadi December 10* 1764. 
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and opulence.^ In the neighbourhood of Benares, not far 
from the British force* the Emperor Shah AJam also pitched 
his camp. Ever since the battle of Biixar he had roUo^vecl 
Munro in his march, and Imd sought his protection and sup¬ 
port, At an interview with the British eomiuandcr he offered 
to transfer to the Company the wide doniinions of the Xawab 
Vizier of Oudh, on condition they paid the usual penshka^h 
{fine or tribute on appointment), and he again offered to grant 
to them the Biwaiii of the three ]jro\dncefl of Ecngab Behar, 
and Orissa. But a forrnal treaty Munro would not inake without 
the sanction of the Government. On November 19 ^hmro 
received instructions from the Cuimcil at Calcutta. The 
following day he sent a battahon of sepoys to the Ein|icror's 
camp, and on November 21 he issued the foUowing order : 

** Such of the dUiccrs, as will he ofl <Iuty to morrow, wlio choose 
to wait on the tlni?, and wish hiEi joy of being jiut In possession of 
Su]ah at Dowlah's country' by the EogtisU^ are desired to meet at head 
quart CIS at nitto o^clock to morrow mariiing; It is necessary to acexu^J^t 
thcuir that It is customary to make him a salem on the occasion^ and 
the least that should be given by a captain is live gold moburs, and 
Ihrtc by a suhalteni.'^ * 

On November 35 Munro, accompanied by the officers, 
w'aJted on the Emperor with the Board^s late advices^" 
when his Majesty,” says V^erelst* “ expressed great joy at 
his good fortune, saying ‘ he Was liappy on having escaped 
from the hands of Suja Dowla, but still happier in having found 
friends able and willing to siipfKJrt him against all his enemies* 
For> in fact, he had been no other titan a state prisoner with 
Siija Dowla, who detained him to make use of his name to 
carry on his oWn ambitions and unjust designs; for the King 
has all along disapproved Suju^s conduet towards ns,* ” * 

MutirOj having now been reinforced by troops from Patna, 
determined to lay siege to the Fort of Chunar* about eighteen 
miles from Benares* It Was a place of great strategic import¬ 
ance m former times, ns it commanded the entrance to a low 

^ Bmkir: oa Mr. Fox's EflJt India DHL 
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chain of hills nmniog parallel to the Ganges on its right bank* 
from ’Which the marauding Mahratta horsemen bars! to plunder 
the fertile plain. The fort itself covers the crest and side.^ of 
an isolated rock rising about a hundred feet above the river, 
and the heavy batteries on the ramparU commanded the navi¬ 
gation. But the garrison did not depend on the stout walls 
and heavy batteries for their chief proteetion, but on theU- 
vast store of stone eyUnderSp rudely made and pretty much 
like garden-rollcrst which they rolled over the parapets down 
the steep face of the hill to impede the advances and over¬ 
whelm the ranks of an assaulting army*^ 

Europeans of the investing troops, tfUcing advantage of 
a dark night, went up the Ganges in boat'i with the ordnance 
and stores* and effected a landing on the eastern bank to the 
south-west of the fort* \?hea day broke, the tliree battahoits 
of sepoys arrivedi and a camp formed and batteries com¬ 
menced under the direction of Captain Poller, field engineer 
to the detachment. Major Pcmblc* who commandedL^ sent the 
governor an order from the Emperor Shah Alam to surrender 
the citadel. He was melined to obey* But tlie garrison turned 
him out, and placed old and gallant soldiers in charge of the 
fort* Majiir Munro, having marched with the main body of 
the army up the left side of the rivert look up a position 
opposite the fort> where he erected a two gun batter^-* which 
was of no other service than annoying the enemy in their 
houses by the river side.** The batteries on the right bank 
against the south-west angle and the cast side, where the 
upper and lower forts join, opened fire* "Mint the work of 
breaching was very slow, oaring to its being necessarily con¬ 
fined to the 2 eighteen and 2 twelve-pounders.'^ * 

On December 2 Major Pemble reported the main breach to 
be practicable, and orders were issued for the eolunui of assault 
to assemble next morning. So soon as the first rays of the 
sun struck the rock the signal was given, and the stunners 
mounted the steep ascent. 

<" SiHjT^Uvc nl n Jonmey Lhrougli Ihei FroAinw of Iinir»/' VnL J., 

p, By Reginald Ilcbcr* D.D., Lord Bi&hnp Calcutta. 

1 Bjwrne, %'ol. L, p. 4S8. 




272 The Li^e of Lord Clive 

*' Out men at first ranrclied up IhP bilJ wilb the greatest resolutioni 
but laree stones wbicb the enemy rolled out of the breach, and on 
each side ol Jl threw them so often down, and roDed th^ back again 
by twenties at a time. What with their endeavours to clamber up 
JO steep a rock, and Ihelr being so often fumbled back by large stones 
rolled down upon them, oor people were at last so faligu^, 
were obliged to give it up. Cuptain Dow who commanded a S 
of seapoys, now a lieutenant colonel tn the service, and his serJeant 
were the onty two that got np to the breach, one on each side , here 
they remained some tittle lime unsupported, at last, they were roUed 
dov™ among the others ; capt.iin Dow from Ih^op to 
ol the hll!; his skull was Iraclurcd by a stone for which he was oblige 
to be tDepaiinecl/* ^ 

The foUownng night the column again mounted the iiill, 
determined to carry the main breach. But it could not be 
done, 

** The enemy's spirits were revived by our repulse: they defen c 
the place much better on the second attack, and rolled such am a ring 
quantUy of stones, that our people could not rater the breach, 
they did everything which might be expected of brave men , t j 
were therefore drawn off when day appeared. * 


On December 3 Munru Issued the folloiiviiig order; 

'■ As an action is soon evpecltd with the Vu^ii-r, it brtomes necessary 
that the detachment should join the army, leaving a sutficienl force 
to prevent provisions and stores being bronght 
action being over, the siege will b* carried on again. 


But the Nawab of Oudh, Vizier of the Mogul Empu-e, did not 
appear. On December 0 the army marched back to Benares. 

After his defeat at Buxar the Nawab Vizier ofiererl to pur¬ 
chase a ecssation of hostilities by the payment of £250,000 
as the expenses of the war, a similar sum to the anny. and 
£60,000 to the British commander. But Mutuo insisted that 
Mcer Cossim and Somroo, the perpetrators of a foul massacre, 
should be surrendered before negotiations for peace were 
opened. On this point the Nswab Vizier returned an empliatic 
answer. He could not, without a stmn on his honour, sur' 
render TUcer Cossim, As for Somroo, he was a master of 
legions, and could not be made a prisoner. But he proposed 


1 Carocclolf, Vol. It, p. N- - P‘ 

■ BrQ<?tiatp Lj p- 491. 
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that two or three British officers acquainted with Somroo sliould 
be sent to his camp, and tliat he Would have Somroo murdered 
in their presence at an entertainment given for the purpose.* 
Jlajor Muiiro rejected the vile proposal, and all negotiations for 
peace ended. Mecr Cossim. treated with the greatest persoual 
indignity and robbed of the bulk of his treasures, fled away 
to the north-west, and died in the utmost pov-erty at Delhi. 
Sonu-oo. taking with him his Well-trained battalions of scpi>ys 
and a hotly of Europeans, left the Nawab Vizier, and entered 
the service of the Kajoh of the Jats, the ancestor of the present 
itajah of Bhurtpore.* The NaWab Vizier now sought the 
aid of the famous Rohilla Chief, Bahmat Khan,^ and at the 
same time he entered into a treaty with Mulhar Rao Holkar, tlie 
founder of one of the five great iVfahratta houses or dynasties. 
The Xawab, reinforced by his new’ allies, collected his scat¬ 
tered forces and returned to his owm territory, while Munfo, 
tired of waiting for him to appear before Bemires, ami think¬ 
ing that the Xawab’s force would disperse for want of 
funds, resigned the command of the army, and proceeded to 
Cfilvutta, where he found Catnae, who had been appointed 
to succeed him, Camae had been dismissed the service on 
account of his quarrel with Vansittart, but he had hecii rein¬ 
stated w'ith the rank of Cotonel and the title of Brigadier-Ceneral. 
Major Sir Robert Fletcher assumed command of the Field 
Force, pending the arrival of Carnae, and promptly advanced 
rvith his main force towards Allahabad. He left at Benares 
a brigade under the command of Major Stibhert, with in¬ 
structions that he should again attempt to capture Chunar. 

On February 8, three practicable breaches having been 
made and an assault being imminent, the brave old commander 
handed the keys of the fort to ^Major Stibbert, saying ; “ I 
have endeavoured to act like a soldier { but deserted by my 
prince, and with a mutinous garrison, what could 1 do ? God 

and you (laj’ing his hand on the Koran and pointing to his 

^ Firil Report, p, .12, 

* Juti tripe In N-ijrtliprii Indlsf^—DLurtpctr^ SLdte In Ftiijpiil-^nii.. 

■ Irom tJir State Papcfi of iht GovnJiioF-Ocnural* l^dited Lv 

G. W, l^nmEL (Waneti Ztastings), VoL t,, p, 
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Soldiers) arc witnesses that to tlie faith of the English I now 
tnist niy life and fortune.” Touched by liis gallantry and 
his tinie-honoured grey hairs> Major Stibbert and all his oQlcers 
paid him every compliment and attention )n their power, 
and granted honourable terms to the garrison, a large portion 
of whom enlisted in the Company’s Service. 

Tlirec days after the British troops occupied Chunar, 
the strong fortress of Allaliabad, built at the confluence of 
the Jutuna and Ganges, was surrendered to Sir Robert Fletcher, 
On February 13, iTOt, Brigadier-General Carnac arrived at 
Chunar and assumed command of the army. He at once 
ordered Stibbert’s brigade, with the exception of two Xatjve 
battalions, to join the main body at Allahabad. On toriving 
there with Stibbert’s brigade, Carnac led the main force into 
Oudh, ocenpied some of the chief toivn-S, and. pushing on 
with all the cavalry and one sepoy battalion, occupied Fyzabad, 
the ancient capital of the Idugdom. He took up hi^ residence 
in the palace of the Xawab. held durbars in high Oriental 
fashion, and received the submission of the leading clucfs 
and zf^TiiJiidars- 

Carnac had not given much time to adnunistration when 
news reached him that the Mahrottas under Mulhar Rao Holkar 
had joined the Nawab Vizier, and w'ere advancing from Rohil- 
kund upon Calpee% the natural fortress standing on a high 
bald rock rising from the right bank of the Junm^ with the 
intention of invading the Lower Doab, or fertile plain between 
the Jumna and the Ganges. On the 19th Camac joined 
Stibberl's lUvision, and oa the 27th he crossed the Ganges, 
and the day after he was joined by Sir Robert Fletoto, who, 
with his small brigade, Was operating in tliat direction. On 
May 3, the day Clive landed at Calcutta, the whole force 
advanced towards Korah, about twenty-five miles from 


I nrrtrtm«! Tot L. Dr SM. Ont evening- vilien ^nlkln^ round tiie rainp»rti 
t>l aSimTflTi\w lULoncd nalivo officer told the wdtw l^o 
ISttlt Tiridc of the snceEsiful ■defence of tbe Forl-r ns tijsnded down by tra ■ 
in it.ond nfte^orfl. entec^ Ibe Compnoy . ^ 
fib father tinl fousliL al 5flbraon, be, as a sepoy belooipng to the Idlti 
NBllirinfanliy-lmd taken part In Ibe dcfeiice of nesldsoRr at Lneknow. 

■ Kfllpl, tk town in Jitiin Dislrfcir Unilod Provinces- 
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Cawnporc. On arriving ttenr the town Sir Robert Fletcher, 
who commanded the advanced gimrd, fell in with the ilahratta 
force, and a skirmish ensued. A few rounds from the British 
guns threw their horsemen into confusion, and they retreated 
beyond the Jumna. Soon afterwards they again entered the 
Doflb, and proceeded to lay waste the countiy. A detach¬ 
ment marched towarcis A]latiahnd, whilst the main body 
advanced to within a few miles of the British camp. Carnac 
determined to advance, and on flfay 20 the British force 
encamped opposite to t'alpcc, a place of great strategic 
importance. On the agnd Sir Robert Fletcher, with a 
strong detachment. Was ferried across tile atreain, and, 
after a stiif Ught, drove the enemy from post to post. 
The Mahrattas retreated towards Gwalior; the British 
tetumcii tu AJJatuiliact. The ^awab Vizier^ seeing tiiat 
his cauae was hopeless, resolved to proceeti to the English 
camp, and trust to the gtJod faith and geuerosity of the 
victors. On the afternoon of May 2ft the Nawab Vizier crossed 
the Gauges, accompanied by a few of his principal officers 
and about four iiundred of his cavalry guard. “ General 
Garnae, attended by his staff and the several tomraanding 
onicers, proceeded to the banks of the river to receh'e him. 
Here they all distuijuuted from their horses, and the Xaiis’aijb 
Vuzier alighting from hU palkee, embraced the General, who 
with his officers, met him with every mark of respect, and 
presented him each w'ilh a au^ur, according to their rank.*’ ^ 
General Carnac informed the President and Council of the 
arrival of the Vizier, and asked for insLriictitms with regard 
to concluding a treaty with him. They informed him that 
the final settlement of terms must he reserved for the arrival 
of Clive in camp. 

Before leaving Cdeutta, Clive liad come to the conclusion 
that a Council consisting of sixteen members was too large 
to be an efficient instniment of government, and he drafted 
a scheme for reraodeffing it. He proposed that the Members 


* DrociTTn;, VoL 1,. p, 5ai Hepart from HricuJlcr-Geuenil Carnm* tn ii.. 
PTHideat anti Counckl, diite4 May 3, 1763. i.arBac to lie 
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of Coundjl should be reduced, from sixteen to twelve, and 
that tlve cliiefs of jubordinatc fadories should not be in¬ 
cluded. He further sUted in a letter to Sumner, written from 
Cossimbazar on July 2, that there was no reason why vacancies 
to factories should be filled up from members of the Council: 
indeed, to fill them from Senior Merchtmts would be advanta¬ 
geous- “ At least let them remain open until the pleasure of 
the Directors is Icnown." The chief of a factory being also a 
member of the governing body increased enormously his local 
prestige and poWer, and lessened the control of his excctitivc 
actions by the Council- The baneful rule tliat the ehiefship 
of a factory was a prize for the senior members of Council led 
to Mr. Ellis being appointed to l?atna. On July 5 IMr. Sumner, 
who Was senior member of the Set^ret Committee, wrote to 
Clive that the scheme had proved impracticable, owing to 
positive orders from the Directors being produced in Council. 
“ AH 1 could do was to delay matters until your pleasure was 
known.” He enclosetl two extracts from the Court's General 
Letters, one dated February 8, t7Gl, making the Chiefship 
of Patna tenable only by a CouiiciUor, the second dated June 1. 
1761, making llic ciiiuncil not fewer tlian sixteen in number. 
Sumner had apjwoved of the plan when it was laid before 
the Committee, and Clive answered as follows: 

Modta CiYib 
Bf Juli/ 1765. 


have recerv'd Yoar Letters, & have read them hoih over 
with great Attention, the Iasi, I eoufess, wiIll Surprise and 

The SentimeiiU express’d In Vour first Ultcr, correspond exactor 
with mine; but to see You so immedlalely chnnge Noirr Opinion, 
rrom an Opposition of a few Dehates In Council, by Gent emcn who 
are self Interested, anil who hy their Conduct have exposed themselves 
to such a severe Censure, that I imagine few of them will escape 
Dismission from Service ; that any Arguments, made use of by siicn 
Med shpnld have the least ’Wcighl with You, is to me most sutpruldg. 
Nor'am i less astonish’d that You should constnic the Two paragraphs 
of the r'ehf & 1“ June 1764, into such positive Orders as cannot 
he set aside lUdess by Hie unanimous Consent and Rcsolullon of the 
Council- Now, In my Opinion who had the Nomination of the 
mltlee, and ought to be a Judge with what Powers, and upon what 
Terms I accepLed the Govermnent, We ore empower'd to pursue 
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the Alehins VhC thLnk proper, snrt to set a}Mt, or su^p^ud putting; In 
BxecuUon any Order may think detrimental to the Campany, 
the eJgJiiag of the Covenants excepted. Your djOldenL Condaet there^ 
fore, lends towards fowTrltij? the real Consequence of the CominitLeep 
and restoring to the Gentlemen of Council that Power whfeh they 
so dlalionoprably exerted, and which has fcdiiced this SetLLemebt 
to such a Stole of Anarchy and Confusion that one may boldly say% 
ll^s final Dissolution could not he far distant. A Conduct tlmi tends 
to aboUsh the Power of the Commillee, tends, consequently, to frus¬ 
trate the Intentions o( a General Court of Proprielor^i, who thought 
me a proper Person to curb I ha I licentious Spirit of Disobedience in 
the Servants, and at the same lime put a Stop lo that Torrent of 
universal Cormption & Luxury' which had almost over whelm’d the 
Set tie men L i-^or my own part, if supported by General Catuac, 
Mes^ Verelst ^ SykCE, as 1 doubt not 1 shall, i am determlbed, 
steadily lo mEuntain that Plan laid ilown in tny Letter to the Com¬ 
mittee and their Answer to it upon the Opening of their Proceedings. 
Have You any fteo^jon for ii Change In Your OplnlDn since that 
time ? I have none. So long as 1 liave the Honor Lo preside, and 
enjoy the SatisfneUon of knowing thal the Sentiments of the ^tajoiity 
of the Committee, correspond wIlli m]iie, I will not attow the CouncU 
to call in Question the Powers with w^hidi wc are Invested. It is 
reco^mmended to us by tike Directurs, to lay such Alaiters before the 
Council as we think proper, bul the Potprr o/ dH^rminingt is in the 
Commitiee alone. Tliese are the express Words^ and admit not a 
double Interpret a Lion, To pennlt the Gentlemen of CktuncLL lo deter¬ 
mine a single Potnt which the Committee Lhiiik should he deieixaiaed 
by themselves alone. Is to break lliro* the very Letter as web as Spirit 
of the Pow^ers^ and Iq deviate even from our own avow^ed ResolnUon. 

And now. Sir, If You will allow- me the Liherly, I will give You 
what appears lo me the best Advke, whicii^ for your own Honor* 
and the Advantage of the Company, You Dught to pursue, 

Pe persuaded^ that tl»e Proceedings of the Committee, witt appear 
so Very boTiomble, sg ven' disinterested, and so evidently enlcutated 
for the Interest of the Company, lltat they muH meet wUh universal 
Approbation outwanlly ; for even the w-orsl of Aleu cunnot, dare not 
set their Faces agauu^l Ateasures wdiicli will derend themselves. The 
Proccerliugs will shew- lo a Demonstrotion that Power has been lodged 
where it cnuid not be blass’d by (Corruptions and that the Gentjemeii 
have Tiiady a willing Sacrifice of privnte tiiten^st to piihlic Benefit. 
The Proofs of Venality in a InLc Admin i$t ml loti, now upon Record, 
^ the numberless other Prools w-hich { hove, and can have^ of the 
Abuse of Power, from the Govenior to the Writer. . . 

CUve on tltc !ianie tluy thus eDmmunumt&d his views ta 
the other members uf tlie Committee t 


^ Letter Lncumplete In orijihiiil. 
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CjEjtt I .FTviE^ SId ce mme of this ^torniag whicli was sent You by 
express Cossids 1 have had time [o reflect upon MT Sumner's Conduct 
whether it proceeds 1mm a tiniid and w'-eak DL^posItioTii from a laose- 
oess of PrlncIpleSp or being of onr Opuuon that such a B<>havior may 
disgust me so much as to make me rtlurn to Europe by the flrst 
Opportunity J know not, certain it is however that I never will resign 
this Government untJH the Court of Directors have approv'd or dU- 
approv'd our Ftegulations. 

His two Letters wbk)i both came by the Post & my Answer 
wlJl fully explain to You the Difference of our Interests *£ J desire 
You will bolh judge for yourselves as I have said to W. Sumner It 
la a I^lulter of JndiHerence to me whether there be twelve Councillors 
or 16 employ'd at present but that tlje Council should be allow'd to 
be the Judges ii the Committee ^boulil think otherwise ifi directly 
aiming at abolishing the Power of the Committee and restoring to 
the Council those Powers which they have already made so bad a 
LTse oL fnisiniUiig the Intention of my coming abroad who was 
determin'd from the beginning never to subject mysell to the Will 
^ Pleasure of 10 Councillors surely the Committee can meet and 
del ermine whether 16 or a less Number of Councillors would he the 
most advantagfous Tor carrying on the Affairs of the Comp' and they 
may then lay their ResolLition on that Head 1 before the Conacii^ 
l hope to hear from Yon soon and am Gentlemen 

Y' most sincere Jt oblig'd Serv^ 
MootaGvul Clive 

Julg 1765. 

McKita Gyll (Muti Jlril), or the Pearl Lake, was situated 
about two mjJes from MursUidabad. CJive Imited here in order 
to UitetYkw tlic young Nuivab of fiengal, imd to suggest certain 
important cEianges in the administration of Ids guvnrnment. 
Clive distrusted Mohammed Reza, and, to curtail his power, 
he appointed Rai Dulab and the two heads of the firm of 
Jagat Seth to be with him members of a Commission to carry 
on the admiuLstration under the direction of the Governor in 
Couacil Sis interviews with the young Nawab at Calcutta 
had couvinoed hirix that he was totally unfit to rule* and he 
was fast squandering the revenues of the state on the worth¬ 
less favourites by whom he was surrounded. Clive therefore 
put forward a financial arrangement under which all the 
revenues of the three provinces were to be appropriated to 
the payment of the sums due to the Company, the expcosKi 
of the army, and the tribute to the Emperor, with the 
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exeeptioQ of 50 laes (£500,000) ^fluoU Wiis to be set aside for 
the expenses of the NaWab and members of the royal family* 
CliFe, writing to the Select Committee on July 11 for their 
approval of the plan, said : 

" x\!LhDU^h Lhe Sum proposed lo he sUpulalcd for Lhe N^ibob^ 
considering the present great expenscf^ and demands, may appear 
large, yei, by wbot 1 now leanip hl^ expense exceeds tbe sum to be 
allowed I and although 11 Is certain ibat neither bis education nor 
nbilJtlcs will enable him La appear to any advantage at tbe bead of 
these great and rich provbices, yet, I Ihkik^ we are bound in bononr 
to supporL Lhe dignity of his station, so far as is consistent with the 
true interest of the Company. 

" The particulars of this malLer may be farther adjusted in my 
absence by Mr. Sykes, to w'hom 1 have communicated my ideas, if 
the plan bo approved of by the Select Committee ; and the whole 
may be dnially concluded to our satisfaetJan^ upon the Company's 
being appointed the icing's Duan» who wlb he empowered, by the 
nature of their office, as well as by the King's consent^ to settle every 
point/’ ^ 

Tlie same day, writing to Verdst regarding hb intcr- 
vicAv with the CJive says: 

** He received the proposal of having a sum of money for blmself 
and honsehold at his wlU with infinite pleasure i and the only reflecllDn 
he nmde^ upon leaving me* was* ‘ Thanh Gad I I shall now have as 
many dancing girts ns 1 pJense/ " ■ 

Clive proceeded on his journey^ and he wrote to Carnae 
from near Suceligurry, July 13, 1735 : 

" I cannot help jobiing in opiiuort Villb both CommlLlee ^ CouncH 
that His 3i!ajesty has been n great Clog upon our Proceed* I think 

ought to be particularly enrefu! In y" Treaty we make S. Dowlo, 
that y" Comp^ he not expos'^d to any fuLure Wars on y* Acc* at 
y" same time 1 ain far from Jeav* him unprovbli* for. The rich 
Klngdam of Bengal may furnish bim a veiy iiandsome oiiriuul Income, 
if he will but he satjat* w**" rtfsitlf In some place of Security dt enjoying 
Ease & Plenty with^ tea]£ing us to establish him on Lhe Throne of 
Demi. 

“ II y ICmg wUl not accompany S. D. part of the way, I mnsl go 
to him I which will lake up much time, for f have Sunnuds^ ^c to 
request of him, which must he grardc<l btrore any thing can he settled 
on his Account, ^ at y* same time to cojivliic* II.M. llml I am not 
want* In Attention to hfe Itil* where It cftn he done with* hurling iho 

^Midculm* VaU ilK, p- 124- * ibid., p. 125 . 
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CompL ] shaU bring with me Irom y Nabob In Bills cl Excha" 
b Laaks of Rup' for the obt-alnf Ihesc favors. f| propose being at 
Pains on the 21"* iS: exjiecL Lo hear of yoar dt S, |)/s arrival at, or 
about Ihat time “ ^ 

Two days later he wrote to Sykes the following epiatic, 
whieh display a none of the qiiaJities of The PoUte Letter 
Writer : 

CiArcqKs S Cass FKD3i[ Bae>L[FonE 

15^ Jul^ 1765 

m StHj — I have rec? V? Letter Jt the Behav' of ^tess? Lcycester 
Gray H so ungratef! as as boyish Sl ddlcuP y! 1 am del^ hrnec- 

for¥f? to barb": En my Breast not y least Compass* for such hard^ 
Slant & if upon my Return I continue in y aame Opin? which I am 
Jn al pres^ AP Gray shajj go to Pot ; enclos'd 1 send Yon two Orig 
Papers, the 1*^ concern* Gray sign'd by the Dinaghpore Raja. 
1 desire You will get them Iraitslatf & send far y Raja such oth- as 
wlil more luijy prove & authenticate y P'acts, as 1 told You before 
M.R.C. & R.D* ore collectP numberless Proofs of this kind & by my 
Soul there seems such an unlveK! CoiruptiDn as well as ill Will among 
y'' Sers^^at being deprived of y Opport" o( con I inf y same practices 
that it w'ill be necessT to lay y whole before y* CompT to convmce 
them of their Danger, 

Sumner's Behave is so ineicpresslbly weak A timid that 1 almost 
dread y* Conseq? a[ leavf him my Sucecss!f El a Fev^ w^ carry him 
oil It wf he y best thing that cf happf for y C" how' let his Appre- 
hens’ be w'liat they will, I hope long before this You have set out for 
y‘ City. Yr Presence there Is much wanted. {I have desir'd y King 
may meet me at Patna as well as S.D. if he <loes I shaJl make 
such Dispatch as to be at Calcutta in y" beg* of Aug^ if poss: (1 
have no othf News than that Affairs wear a very unfavorable 
Appearance for Master Sub van. 

1 am 

ilc 

Cltve 

P.S. I send Yon also a f " to me from Yertdsl of June 
enelosf a Petition concern* Salt which I was to have represented at 
the Qly, but forgot it, I beg You wUl do it."^ 

Sykes liad set out for the city* and on July 2ft he forwarded 
to the Committee the Nnw^ab^s purwannak^^ enabling the Com¬ 
pany to enter ijnmediately upon contracts, “ The Nawab's 
business,^^ he states, luns been settled upon the lines sug¬ 
gested by Lord Clive* Great harmony at present subsists.” ® 

^ Clivt’a Letten^ 1765. * Pdwls MSS- 

* Sjkei to llic ConuoUlee^ ^luraUbBiiA, July 
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The next duy he sent to Clive a copy of the letter v^ith some 
further particuJarsT and he added; Tlte uppusiLLun ofLeycester, 
Biirdett and Gray Ls begitming to pas^> all rea^jonable bounds* 
I never saw or heard of such a spirit of villainy/’ ^ Clive 
reached Benares on August L,^ and was received with full mill* 
tary honours. The next Any he had two or three confer¬ 
ences with the Xawab ViEier* 

and mtiniflted Ids jiitoiiUon restoring aJl Ills domlnlnns, except 
AJIahahad, wurlh 10 lacs yearfy, itnd perhaps Corah, valued at IB. 
‘ His expressions of jay and gratitude upon this occasion/ say Lord 
Clive and Ckiicral Carnar, In a joiut letter of the Select Goimnitteep 
^ were many and warm. Siicli an instance of generosity in a vicLorinus 
encmy^ exceeded his most sanguine expectation^^ and vre doubt not 
\iill he the Ut\l foundation of Uial union and amity whieh we so 
earnestly wish lo secure. He consents to pay to the Company 5U 
lacs for indeiunincation. These terms we tlimk moderate and equit¬ 
able^ both for him aud the Company/ ■ 


On August 3 he wrott to Syke^i ; 

Benares 

Ang* 1765 

D' —I ain giad to hear you are at least arriv'd at Moor- 

shedahudii 1 witl venture to prophesy y* what attend y* ComplalnU 
of Injustice A political You will have enovigh to do+ (It 

□pp^ to me absf neeess? you sh!! with^ delay he in form'd of what fn 
all lium|^ prohaliility w^ill be conciudl' upon at ULiabad that Von may 
smoutb y* way y Nabob hi R CL Roy Dull!* ^ J, SeeU it y^ these 
Genlf may be ready ta adopt the Plan widch we ore det? shall be 
adopted. (L'pon my Arriv! here 1 found T Gen! ail Adection & 
obedieucc. The misiindersLand'^ whicti had arisen between us was 
entirely owbig to y* Miscar* of & a 111 Lie Negligence on his part 
111 not wriliug oftner* He approves cnLirely of our Comm. Proceed" & 
of oiir Plan reg^ lo circumscrlbf y* Nab** 

As y* i4ing is very slow In oE Ids Motions^ we Ihlak y“ only way 
of shorthiLug Matters wUi be to vi^alL on Ills Majesty at niiabf Accord- 
bigly Suja D. Mynliccr a Dowla Myself &c set out y* day after 
to morrow & 1 am much mlsLakon if 10 days does not bring to a Cou- 
clus“ y* m&sl gloP honorable & advniitf Event y‘ ever happen'd 
to lids Compl^ (i have had 2 or H Conferences Suj, D. He Is 
to have all hJs Countries restf Lo him except y District of lUiabf 
producing 10 of Rup- ^ Cora IS aiinuailv. 1 wLU end! to 
prev’ upon H M, In give up y Cara Country In S.D. In Consid^ of 


^ Sykes la the ComiLiitlEe. 


* VaL 11 L, pp. 12 S-G^ 
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what Le h to receive from Bengal. (Tlie aboves!* Coimlries are 
Intead** m a RoyJ Demesne as a Support [u part for H.M. Nas^fb 
Cawn being a very amb! entcrptlaL* Man A nev^ bav? had y* DJst* of 
Cora we think a Jaggf out of y* Country will be a saT: Pros^ for 
him. (The Gen! is very stren^ y K. shf receive a Tribute from 
Bengal Bab' >£; Orf ol 26 y same which M. Jatl! engaged to pay- 
I Lblnk 3 j 0 sull? hoTvevT as we Inlend to make um of H.M- in a very 
extraondf manner for obtain* nolbF less y" a for all y Hcvr of 

y* Country fi of It* will be scarce worth our disobligf y^ K. If 
he shf make a paint of it, {Tlie for y* Duannee I intend shall 

be worded in y* Manner i appoint y^ CompF for ever to y Oewaunee 
of Bengal ± provided they pay me y* stipulated Tribute aliow y" 
Nlzar an ann! Stun sniT to soppt his Dignity A: keep up such an Army 
as may cover ± defend Pto\'? *f Beng! Bah" A. OrF alter all these 
Hxp” are defr!^ whatevf rem" 1 give to y" Compf So y* you see It 
will be necessf for you to pave y* way for such an Event hy assum*. 

Authority which we mean shortly to lake upon ourselves puhiicly- 
That R. Dull!' must be watchf Jfe not lu pilfer steal extort or 
oppress Ai: you must immed^ ord' an exact stale of y Eebgf & Ot^ 
Rev! to he prep? for my .Arriv^ 1 will take cure to have one of 
Bahr 

These fa I expensive Moormen who spend y" Gov^? Rev! in Lux^ ^ 
Assw! must pay y Rents reg* in future or Immedr he turn'd oat. 
indeed in my Op" none hut Jentoos DiiEht to be Rent" of Count! who 
alw! spend less y* their luce me & can when called upon make 
good any DrfHciency in y“ Rev*^ 

I do not see y* least Necessf for y young Nab* keep! so many 
Seap^ A if a pari of them be reduced a pari of hJs AJJ! may be taken 
olf, for s® large a Sum of Money as 50 wiU 1 fear distress y CompF 
^ if he can be brought to do tills & accept of -tO—we can y* better 
pay y King his 2d* (1 am undf g* imens! ah* my Packet of 

P Tilbuty wlilch Sumner wiiles me he sent Yoii by a light boat as 1 
have not heard a Syll* fro' You on y* Sub^ (The Ord! for all y^ Off? 
sign" y Cov*' were issued out this day. 

I am 

Ac 

Cliy£ 

You may scud a Copy of y* to Verelst. 

M! t*eor a free Mereh! at Faina wants a Dust* for a very large 
Q; of Opium, assert! y* it belong’ to W. Hastings. But ns 1 suppose 
tt only n Pretence 1 have slopird It till 1 hear from A^ou who must 
know the truth. 

Please to dellv^ y enclos'd I” to y^ Nabob, M R Cawn, R. DuJL^ & 
the Seels/' * 

The day after Clive*^s univaJ tie issued an order stating 
thnt A (Jencral C-ciurt of Proprietors haring resolved tlmt 

t Powis MSS* 
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certain Covenants should be executed by all officers in their 
mrvlc^t and tbe Governor tuid Couneil having received the 
strictest injunctions trom tlie Court of Directors to put the 
resfilution oi the said General Court in execution un^ediately^ 
in obedience to ttvcLr cojmuands, it is hereby ordered that 
the said Covenants he inrniediatcly executed,” ^ They were 
duly executed, and copies sent to the other military s tat tons 
for jKlgnaturc^ No objection was raised except by Gencrid 
Carnac. He bad recently received a present of SO^OOO rupees 
from the Rajah of Benares, The Covenants bore a date ante¬ 
cedent to tlmt of the gift, hut Carnac was not aware of their 
existence, lie therefore refused to sign them till the date 
was altered* so as not to lay himself open to the charge of 
liavjng violated the lovv. Mill states : A few weeks after- 

wards* upon his return to Calcutta, he signed it, indeed with¬ 
out any scruple ; but, in the inten^ul, lie had received a present 
of two lacks of rupecri from the reduced and impoverished 
Tlmperor,” The statement with regard to the two lacs of 
rupees is contrary to documentary evidence. The King oHered 
the present, Caritae refused to accept it without the sanction 
of the Governor and Council- Tlxey referred it to the Court 
of Directors. Clive supiJorted, both in his official and private 
correspondence, Carnac" s claim to have the permission to accept 
the gift of the Emperor granted. Clive writes to Lady Clive : 

L 

" He (Carnac) is worlli iiUjJUO & wRl with tin; Consent of the 
Gov. ^ Counted he worth S0,0U0 the King [ am [uformed being dcLcr- 
nuiicd to desire l&ave of the Gov* & tkiunctl for that Piirpase, indeed 
his Mnjesty would be the most ungrateful King upon Earth if he 
did not, for never King rreHv'd such essCDLIal Services^ & such Marks 
□f HespecL ^ Devotion as have been paid him by Cnmae/' ^ 

Clive^ in a letter to Walsh, says: 

*** Among other papers, you wLU Hud a letter trom the King to 
the Governor and Councii, in favour of General Carnac, The 2 lacs 
of rupees he has given hhn is lodged ia the public funds, uniil the 
pleasure of the Directors Is known. I shall only say tiiat Carnac 

^ Broom?, Vot. L, pp. Si>7-&. 

* Letter from Larii Cliv^ lo Uie lUj^t Hunable Lady CUvt; the Canges, 
Near Baiiar^ss, Augint 2i, 1765. 


204 The Life of Lord Clive 

has acted with such iDoderaUDii aiul lioiiour In the senice of the 
Company^ and wJlh such good deference and allentlon towards IiIe 
M ajesty the Great Moguls that the Directars must be the most un* 
grateful of mciij if they do not, by llic rcLoiti of this ship^ or the first 
conveyance, order hini Uifs money, with a due enconiiuni upon his 
sen'IceSp disintorestcdpcss^ and modesty. I am sure your Interest 
will not be wimtlng to push this nialter to the utmost, if it be 
possIbJe that such an order Irom the Guiirt sbqiild meet w'Jth the least 
resistance," > 


After djscussinn the proposed treaty with the Kawab, 
Olive, accompaniefl by Carnac and the Nawab Vizier^ pro* 
ceedert to Alluhnhad^ svhero he hud gone to reside in virlue uf 
the treaty made by Monro aieeording to the instruetion^ of the 
Presidejit and Coimel]. In consequenee of that treaty, a 
phin^iaund was issued liy the Empciror on December lTfl5, 
assigning the district of Ghu^apore and the rest of the Zemindary 
of Raja Bill want Siiigh to the Company, the Coiiipajiy engaging 
to put the Emperor in possession of AMahabad and the rest 
of the countries belonging to the Nizamiit of Shuja Dowla. 
The arrangement was merely the baleful policy, thinly dis* 
guised, of Governor Spencer for making over Ourlh to the 
powerful Rohilla Afghan who had been appointed regent of 
the Mogul throne, and for condneting Shah Alam by aid of 
a British force to Delhi. Tlie conversion of Oodh into a 
kingdom of Holiilla chiefs would have been fatal to the penile 
and security of Bengal, and tlie forward march to Delhi w'ould 
have inevitably led to w^ar with the Afghans or Alahrattas, 
Clive decided that a settlement which determined the respec¬ 
tive clajiiuj and bEmndaries of nil the monarchs ooncerned 
in the preceding w'ars should take the place of the unjust 
and unworkable agreement made w'ith Shah Alam alone. 
He formed a ]dan worthy of a great statesitian^ He resolved 
to restore Shuja Dowla to the dominion of the territories 
of OucUl* Ondh wa-'^ to be a barrier state, supported by a 


^ M±ilcQlm» VoL IL, p. 

a genpfosity tbal nutojiisbe^l 

^ Asia* liB reipslatCiJ tills expelled enemy nt bU naiion brsceobly uuua 
lUroiie. Anil tbh net al! politic getianDsUy ditl more towivcls quJellort Ujp mmdi 

^ of liaftllsh 

—Burke* Warkj, IXs p. 44U. 
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defensive alliance between the Company, the Sobahdar of 
Bengal, and the Nawab Vissier, The servicpi; of the Com¬ 
pany’s troops were req^uired by the ruler of Oudh, It was 
stipulated that they should be paid for their services. The 
Emperor had granted the Company the rich Zemindary of 
the Rajah of Benares, Bill Want Singh had taken our part 
in the w'ar, and “ Lord Clive, generous to all,” says Burke, 
” took peculiar care of our friends and allies.” He proposed 
to coiiliriu Bulwant Singli, under the British guaranty, in the 
rich principality which he held. The fugitive Emperor Was 
to retain his residence in Allahabad, and, in order that he 
should enjoy a decent sliare of royal dignity, two outlying 
provinces of the Nawab V’izicx should be allotted to him. As 
to Bengal, the yomig Nawab had fallen, by his agreement, 
from any real ami effectis'e power. Clive determined to com¬ 
bine responsibility with power, ami, in return for the generous 
terms he offered the Emperor, to obtain from him for the Com¬ 
pany the Diwani or management and coltectioa of ttve revenues 
of the three provinces, 

Clive arrived at Allahabad on August 9, and he Iiad the 
same day frequent interviews with Shah A lam. The Em]>eror, 
driven from place to place, had entered our camp a fugitive 
ready to agree to any terms, but he now proceeded to make 
many dcitiands. He requested that an arrear of thirty-two 
lacs of rupees due to him, as he alleged, from the NaWab of 
Bengal should be paid, but the Company could not be ex¬ 
pected to discharge the debts of a gavemtneut w'hich had been 
the ally of the Emperor in a recent war against us. Mill 
n'lites : 

" The sum which barf, under the English aulbarity, been assigned 
Bs the share due to bint of the revenue of these provinces, was twenty- 
six Jacks Of rupees in money, and jsBhi/es or land to the annuuJ umount 
of five Jacks and a Jialf. The jaghlrcs, it was now made known to 
him, tie must henceforth reDoimcc. He expressed warmth, and even 
resentment, upon the hardness of these orbitrary conditions; but 
the necessities of the humbled monarch left him wilhont menus of 
relief." ' 


* MtU, Vol, [It., p. 2&6, 
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To have allowed the Mogul Emperor to retain jaghires in 
Bengal Would Iiave led to endless jiolitical eoitiplicatious. 
Shah Alam was most wise in promptly accepting the offer 
of twenty-six lacs, £325^0043, paid nionthly, guaranteed by the 
Company»in Hen of a tribute of twenty-sbe lacs, which for many 
years he stated had never reached liinii and five and a half 
lacs derived from the rents of estates situated in the territory 
of the Nawah. The Iresty with the Company Imd promised 
to put Shah Alam in possession of the wide kingdom of Oudh, 
but the Emperor knew he could neither govern it nor keep 
it, and he was pleased, in lieu of it, to be placed in possession 
of two fertile outlying provmecs of the Nawah Vizier—'Alla¬ 
habad and Korah, Wlio$e yearly revenue was reckoned at 
twenty-eight lacs. A British force was to be posted at 
Allahabad for their protection. The fugitive Emperor bsst 
no time in accepting bho&c generous terms. At an audience 
held on the 11th they Were finally settle<U We then pre¬ 
sented the Kingi” Clh^e and Ctunao wrote to the Select Com¬ 
mittee, “ with tw'o armies (petitirms), desiring he would grant 
to Nujtn-ii-Dowlah the Ni^amnt of Beugal, Bahar, and Orissa, 
and to the CampaJ^Vt the Dewannee of the same provinces ; 
to both of which Hih Majeiity ha-s sjgjied his fiat, and the 
proper instruments for both are now dra^ving out.** ^ 

On August 1% 1705, the Emperor took his ^at on a tlironc 
in Clive's tent* It rlid not stands like the famous throne 
of his ancestors, on six massive feel of solid gold inlaid with 
rubies, emeralds, and diamonds, hut on an Engliiih dining- 
table. The body Was not of &olid gold emblazoned with price¬ 
less gems, but an arm-chair covered with some d^ape^J^ The 
Imperial firmaun, having been read and execated, was handed 
to Chve by His Majcstj\ The following is a translatjou of the 
Magna Charta of tlic Company: 

” FirmHan from the King Sliah Aalum, grminiig the Dewaance 
df Benga], Bahar and to the CorapaTiy* Baled Augnst I2thi 

1705. 

At this happy time our toyaJ rirmami, iudispensibly requldng 
1 Malcolm, YoU tU., p. m. 
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obetUenc^, Js issued, Thftl wheress m ceasiderdtlon of the ottacbmcnt 
and seniors of the hfgb and mighty, the noblest of exalted nobles, 
IIIe chief ol illtistrioHS warriors, our fajthrul sei^mls and sincere 
weU-wisbers, worthy of onr royal favoirrs, the Bn^sh Company 
we have granted them the Dtwanuec of the pTOVinces of Bengal. 
Bahar, and Orls&a, from the beginning of the Fussnl Rubby of the 
Bengal year 1172. as a free gift, and Itltiimgau, without the asso¬ 
ciation ol any other person, and with an exemption from the payment 
of the customs ol the Dewannee, which asetJ to be paid to the court; 
it IS reqtiisite that the said Company engage to he security for the 
sum ol twenty-six Jacts of rupees a year, for our royal revenue, which 
sum has been appointed from the x\ahob Nadjiun ul Dowla Bahader 
and regularly remit the same to ihe royal Sircar; and in this case, 
as Uie said Company are obliged to keep up a large army for the 
protection of the pravinces of Bengal, we have granted to them 
whatsoever may remain out of the revenues of Ihe said provinces, 
alter remitting the sum of twenty-six lacks ©f rupees to the royal 
Sircar, and providing for the expenees of the Mzamut; it Is requisite 
that our royal descendents the Viziers, the bostowers of dignity, 
the Omrahs high in rank, I he great olllcers, the Muttaseddees ol the 
Dowannee. the managers of the business of the Sultanut, the Jagheer- 
dars and Croories, ns well the future as the present, usLug their 
rojist^t endeavDors for the cstabtishment of this our royal command, 
cave the said offlee in possession of the swd Company, from genera¬ 
tion to generatiou, for ever and ever j looking upon them to he 
insured from disnussjon or remora], they must on no account what¬ 
soever give I hem any biterriiplion, and they must regard them, 
**f esempled from the payment of all the customs 

Of the Dewannee. and royal demands. Knowing our orders on 
the subject to be most strict and posiUve, M them not deviate 
therefrom. 

2'llh of Sophar ol the 6lh year of the Jatoois. (Ihe 

On August 16 a treaty betw'een the Nnw'ab Vizier, the 
Nawab of Bengal and the Company -was signed, sealed, and 
solemnly sworn, aceording to their respective faiths hy the 
contracting parties at riJaliabad," By iVrticle 6, In con¬ 
sideration of the great ejcpence incurred by the English Com¬ 
pany in carrying on the late war His Highness agrees to pay 
them (fifty) 30 taes of rupees.” “ This indenmilieation we 
J^ow is inadequate,” Clive Wote to the Court of Directors, 
but his circtunstances would not afford more without oppress¬ 
ing the eountiy, and thereby laying the foundaDon of future 

1 Verelal, .-vppcmliK, p, i(}7. 


288 The Life of Lord Clive 

contention nntl trouble ; and accordingly you ve'ih perceive 
that no money is granted for any other consideration what¬ 
ever/’ the following Article, the Jr’ort of Cliunar was to 
remain in the possession of the Company until the money was 
paid. By the 5th, His Highness “ engages in the most solemn 
manner to eontinne Bulwantsing in the Zemindarees of Benares, 
Ghazepore, and all those districts he possessed at the time 
he came over to the late Nabob, Jnflier Ally Khan and the 
English, on condition of his paying the same rcvemie ns here¬ 
tofore." ^ By the Srd. “His Highness solemnly engages never 
to entertain or receive Cossim Ally Khan, the late Subahdar 
of Bengal. &c. Sombroo the assassin of the English, nor any 
of the European deserters, wilhiti his dominions, nor to give 
the least countenance, support or protectinn to them: he 
likewise solemnly eng^es to deliver up to the English, wliat- 
cver Europeans may in future desert from them into his 
country/' * By the lOth, “ As soon as this treaty is ttcecuted, 
the English Forces shall be withdrawn from tiie dorantions 
of Sis Highness, except such as may he necessary for the 
garrison of Chimar, or for the defence and protection of the 
King in the city of Ilbliahad. if His Majesty should require 
a force for that purpose.” The treaty scaled and approYcd 
by the Emperor. On August IS an agreement was made 
between the Eniperor and the Company “ relating to the 
tribute to be paid In him from the revenues of Bengal Bahar 
and Orixa.'* The Nawab, Xajim-ud-DowH the first Article 
states, 

agrei’S to pay to his Majesly out of the revenues of Bengal Baiiar^ 
and Orixa^ tlsc sinfn of Jaes of rupees a year^ will! out any deduct Jan 
for Batta on blUs of esehnnge. by regular monthly payments^ amount¬ 
ing to rupees 216p€6t5-lf>-9 per anadm^ the first pajuieut to commence 
from the 1st September of the present year; and the English Company^ 
in con sidero Lion of hb Majesty'^s having btren graciously pleaded lo 
erant them the De wan nee of Bengal, do engage themselves to 
be security for the reguJar payment ot ilie same , . , but in case the 
territories of the aforesnid Nabob sboukl be invaded by any foreign 
enemyt □ deduction is then to be made uut of the stipulated revenues, 
proportioneble to the damage Uiat may be sustained/' * 

^ Broame^ Appeadix X. * IbitL * Ibid. * Ib(d. 
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By a secimd Article, Shah Alam hound himsdf to pay 
annually two lacs of rupees to Nudjuf Klum, a powerful Bundel' 
kuad chief, in consideration of having joined the English 
forces, and acted in Hjs Majesty’s service in the late war. By 
subsequent fimiauns the Emperor confirmed to the Com¬ 
pany their other possessions in Bengal, and the grant of Clive’s 
faghire to them Was also confirmed. He ratified all the grants 
which the Company had obtained from the Nawab of Areot, 
and he granted to them the Northern Sircars, which Clive and 
Forde had ^vrested from the French. 

Clive, acting with promptitude and address, negotiated 
and settled in a week two treaties whicli composed the differ¬ 
ences between three great powers. He obtained from the 
Emperor for the Company the office of Hi wan. “ Thi-v is,” 
says Burke, “ the great act of the constitutional entrance of 
the Company into the body poUtic of India, ft gave to the 
sctblement of Bengal a fixed constitutional form, with a legal 
title, acknowledged and recognized now for the first time 
by all the natural powers of the country, because it arose 
from the cliartcr of the undoubted sovereign*”^ On August 20 
Clive and Cainac forwarded to the Select Committee transla¬ 
tions of the treaty between the Nawab Vizier, the Nawab of 
Bengal and the Company, and also of the firmaun. Revardim? 
the treaty they wrote; “ ® 


" It gives Us real concern to acquaint You that Sujah Dowla 
grassed the greatest reluctance ai consenting to the 8“ Artitle 
He frankiy conlMsed that our encroachments In Beiigai with regard 
to Trade the great abuses and exactions committed by ^e 

lh7Xn * ^fliintenanc d hy them made him appre- 

^ ^ Consequences m ins own Dominions, and that lie 
dreaded min* our having Factories &cr would, if any thing could 
cause a Rupture betwixt Us, in short the Nabob expres “d s* Zch 

Factoric!, particularly, that at last Wo 

^ the Treaty, and Indeed 
c cannot heip Lbmking from the appearance of things at present, 

UL. day of Aogast. 

T 
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that We had belter withdraw the Factory of Benares altogether 
when Bidwinid Sing's Engagement to the Cotnpj^ny empires." ^ 

Soon after the dispatch of this letter Clive left AUa^bad- 
On Ills arrival at Calcutta he deterjuined to reorganise the 
Bengal Army according to the schem^i slightly altered and 
improved^ which he had planned io England. On August 5^ 
when he was at Benares on hU way to Allahabad, an order 
was issued telling off the Bengal Army into three separate 
brigades of similar strength and composition. Each brigade 
consisted of one company of artillery or one company of gtins, 
as they were then called, one regiment of European infantry** 
one rlssalah of native caTalry^ and seven battalions of sepoys. 
The troop of European cavalry* which Was too small to be 
divided among three brigades, was disbanded, and the men 
transferred to the inlantry and artillery. A small number 
were, hoWe^Tr, retained as a body-guard for the Governor. 
The artillery was formed into four companies, one to each 
brigade; the other stationed at Eort William. John Carnac, 
Esq.^ Brigadier-General of the King^s and Compiuiy’s forces* 
Colonel of the First Regiment of Infantry, eonimandjcd the 
1st Brigade j Richard Smith, Esq., Colonel in His Britannic 
Majesty's forces, and Colonel of the Second Regiment of 
Infantry in the Honourable Company's service on the Bengal 
establishment, commanded the 2nd Brigade, and Colonel 
Sir Robert Barker the ^d. General Camac's presence, both 
as Conunander-in-Chief and member of the Select Committee, 
b eing constantly required at Fort Williattu Lieu tenant-Colonel 
Sir Robert Fletehcr, who commanded the regimentp was aliM 
placed in command of the brigade. The 1st Brigade was 
[Stationed at Monghyr, furnishijig the requisite details for 
the Presidency and Mursliidabad; the 2nd Brigade wa$ 
stationed at jUlahabad* and the 3rd Brigade at Patna, 
with Headquarters at Bankipore, the western suburb of the 
city. 

1 MSS. 

■ The Beogal EuiopeaQ R^eginieEt was now divided into Uiree di&tuict re^- 
mtbU ar bitlfllioiii. 
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Clive deyeJope4 traiQcd, and tempered the aritiv which 
he organised. He had learnt from his victories th^t disci- 
phne IS the great secret of al! aseendoncy in war. MiUtarv 
^pltne can only be cultivated by cmcient regimental oftieers. 
He introduced into one brigade more field officers than there 
were in the whole force a few months before.* But the maioritv 
young men fresh from England, Who had but little pro- 
fessional traming, and had not learnt to render implicit ob^- 
ence The senior offieers in the Native battalions had learnt 
the det^s of the profession m the camp, and the wider prin^ 
eiples of combined effort in the field of battle. But European 
officers of the Native army came into contact mth a varietv 
and cree^ and Clive impressed on them the necessity 
of studying their different temperaments and prejudices. Rigid 
ffiscip me must he maintained, but it must be combined with 
fnendlmcss and sjTupathy. In order that the British officer 
should understand the temper of the sepoys, he laid stress on 
h,s acqmnog a knowledge of their language, and tliat he should 
throw all his faculties mto his regiment, and glory in it, and 
Fosper m it He insisted on every officer on tZ list being 
effective All officers on other tJmn regimental employ w^ 
immeffiately struck o2 the roll of the corps. 

Clive had the gift of disccrtiing merit, and the courage 
to proTOo c owr th. head ,f r.ai. I„ . feUer. ...ilted 

J^er he kit Allahabad, to Colanel Smith, he thus exprewed 

his views: i 

"There is one step to be Lakeo w]lh R« 0 EUfI tn ih.. «=» 
which I think wifi bring them to the gwaiest Sf Seapoys. 

to bmasbt 1.x Via, the Offlo.,. "to 

that Corps only, by which Means all the Officers wiU EnderetJ^tlS 

launguagc. without which It is inmossihlp in ^ 

that Pilch of Discipline which^H mJr ^ th^ ^ Seapoys to 

to Ito Euratoim tolmtev. fvCHto '™ 

" If You sh? see Ibe General consuiL toueLher uic.. .. 
Sentlmiints oq Ibis Matter." “ S t « gl^e me your 

- CaraccloU, Yol. J]., p, iSP. a ^ 53 ^ 
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The day after, Clive wrote as follows to his wife: 

The GAJiGEB near Ba^^ahass 

24** Aufiif 1765. 

1 have receiv'd many Letters from the dearest of Wifes & best 
of Parents ’who Is seldom out of my lUoughLs one day together not- 
wlthstanding the great & Important Concerns of the Company which 
take up the whole of my time, indeed I am very much alter'd oi lait 
for I am always at tlic Pen nor can I avoid it consistent with my 
Duty to my Employers. 

It must aflord Ynu a particuinr Pleasure to hear that I enjoy 
my Health better than In England atul that Action as formerly 
agrees hetttr with me than Indolence & Ladness. I have been 700 
Miles up the Country In tl^e MidiJ of the rainy Season, his Majesty 
the Great Mogul dt the Prime Vizlvi & Myself have been very great 
together Matters are settled to the mutnal Satisfaction ol all Partiesp 
hy a firm .1 I liO[re lasting Feate, so that Traiicpimty is oiiec more 
restored to these much ravaged & desolated Provinces it would nmuie 
you (as Harry expresses Iiimself) to hear what Diianionds Bnbles 
& Gobi Mohurs have been offer’d to Lady Clive hecaiise she has not 
algn^d Covenants however I have refused anytlitng & have !^upparled 
my Dignity & kept up my Litegrlty in the midil of ten thousand 
Temptations tliis will not however prevent mj sendinH my \Mfe 
some Valuable Presents w hieh I c;uinut avoid receiving being Nagarane 
& presented in a pulillc Mannerp It will indeed rest wilh Uie Directors 
whether 1 shall pay for llicm 1 nm detemnued to receive noticing 
aot even of the most LdfLlng Nature without gKing them the par¬ 
ticulars. 

Poor Hen I is dead owing I fear to his overfaliguing bimscU m 
the Manag^inenf of my AlTairSf. he will be a veiy' great Loss to me* 
Murep ihe D" M*: Stnichey^ philpot, William & Dick are all witli me 
but Pliilpol descending the Biver at a great llnle tawards Cntcutla, 
that there muy be no time lost in dispatciilng the Admiraf Sfeuens 
who will carry home to the Company the most Important advices 
they ever receiv'd & If what I have already done & propose to do 
doth nut convhict the Proprietors til I he Disinterestedness ns w^ell 
as Integrity of my Prineiples & of my Hesolntlon to excii my Abilities 
to Ihe utmost in befence of their Property which has been very much 
sported with of late by Men of as bud Hearts as Heads, t shall disdnln 
in future throwing away one thought mure on so ungrateful □ Society. 

t am as tiappy as a Man at budi a Distance from tns Wife and 
Family can wcU be, I have the Testimony of u good CkMisclence to 
aupporl me In the most arduous Tusk that aver w^as undertaken, no 
less than atolal RefurmaUoii in every Branch of the Glvii & MiUtary 
Departments never was such a Scene of Anarchy & Confusion, Biibeiyi 
CoTTupiion & Extortion seen or beard of as has been exjiihited in the 
BeugM Dominions for this Year past cspeciaiy, however 1 have made 
a great Progress towards domotishlng these great & powing Evils 


The Consolidation of Empire 393 

in which I have been aUMlmbi^ sispporteci by an UnaniJiK^iis & public 
Spirited CommitteCp indeed I suffer ro Anxfely of 51md but what 
arises on my Wift^a Account froTn the Ft e Fled ion oJ what she most 
suffer from so long & cmei a SeparatioUp Jmwever 1 am persuaded 
your good Sense wLU suggest to Von our SeparaLloa was unavoidahleT 
& that the Duty you ow'd to a growing encreasing FamiJy was 
much superior to that of at ten ding your Fltisband, rest satisfied in 
the reflecDon of whatever w, is rfghl Sl there is the greatest prabahilty 
we shall meet again tho* not so soon as 1 expected when we parted 
from one a no I her In Berkeley Square, the length of our Passage 
will not admit of my resigning the Covemment untJll I have an 
Answer to my DispaLches by this Ship which cannot weU be before 
July or Aug! 1766, I have Informed the Directors that No Considera¬ 
tion un Earth shall Induce me to stay beyond Ihat Year, and as we 
shall come mast of the Way by Laud we must arrive In Engbiiid some 
Uitie In April 1767, I sbaH be accompanied by Gcnerul Camac A all 
the Famiiy who came oul with mei the General Is in perfect Hedth 
^ ttie Frieiid&ldp suhstsLlng between us rnuicw'd & greater than ever^ 
lie is w'orlii 50,OOOL & wIU with the Gmsenl of liie Gov. ^ Couned 
he worth 60,000 the King I am Informed betug deiermlued to desire 
leave of I he Gov* Jfe Coudcel for that Purpose;, indeed his Mafesty 
would be file moist LUigraieful King tip an Earth if he did uot, for 
never King received such essential Services, & such Marks of Respect 
^ Devotion as have been paid him by Carnac. 

I itm sorry poor S. James hath been disappointed of the lOOtJL 
1 inletided him 1 liave executed the Bond sent me by w Harr^' CUve 
& enclose it to You thal You may preseut it with your own FLmds 
i£ receive that Pieasure which you always enjoy upon domg a good 
und generous Aclioin 

I am glad that Walcot Is ngreubie to You & that it is made 
habitabie A couverdeul, f aliall order my Attorneys to spare ao Cost 
or Fains to render it what I would wish it to tie against the time of 
my Arrival, w'lih Hegard to Berkeley Square the Qinlrs, Couches 
Ac. were bH worn out when 1 left tt, 1 would have the Grand FUght 
of Hooms fiimished In the richest A most elegant Manner, a Man 
of great Taste A Judgment should be consulttii A H any adaitional 
Rooms can be built wlihoui spoiling or Darknfug the others you 
11 ^%^ my consent for erecting them, 1 do empower You to make the 
House at Berkeley Square as fine A convenleiit as You please imme- 
dlately what can 1 say more. 1 musl leave of! for the present & 
contfnuc this HpMIe upcio my Arrival at Calcutla.* 


^ Pawls MSS. 
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1765-7: GOVEaxOR OF dengaLt 

GliTtr had a triumphant return to Calcutta on September 0, 
1T65J Many weighty and diilleiilt questions confronted 
hiiUt but he was aa active and indefatigable in peace ais he 
was in war* The Diwani was the first intricate problem. 
The Diwan was the Pinance Minister;^ and Ins duties involved 
not only the eofiectuig of the revenuet but also* as has been 
said, a power of extensive jurisdiction in all civil ai\d fumncial 
cases. 

When the Diwani passed into the {innds of the Company 
the civil administration, owing to the violence of Mccr Cossim 
and the weakness of Meer JaiTicT, had fallen into darkness and 
confusion. There wiis an iiucontrolled exercise of poWer 
throughout every department in the State. "‘ Inferior officers 
employed in the collections were perjnitted to establish a 
thousand modes of taxation. Fines were levied at pleasure 
without regard to justice, and, while each felt in his turn the 
iron rod of oppression* he redoubled these extortions on all 
beneath * A w'ant of knowledge, or even of the means 

of obtaining information, rendered the correction of these 
abuses almost impossible. Besides laek of knowledge, there 
were many other sound reasons which coneurred to make any 
direct interposition in the civil administration ut tins time 
highly impolitic. Tliere were not sufficient efficient instru¬ 
ments to destroy the iron-handed extortion and unrelenting 
tyranny of the Mohammedan ufiicLals and to administer directly 
vast and complicated systems of land tenures. The majority 
of the otficials were factors and Writers trained in mercantile 

^ Not. 7, ai fittfri stated. He wrotE to Llie Euiptncif on Septero- 

ber 7; '' Arrived safely at CakotLa on the Gtli of Elds mondu'* 

1 %^ETclst, Covemmeiit in Bengal/* 

2 ^ 
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habit;!, carefu] keepers of theii accour)ts> who Tegardeil a newly 
aequired csoimtry merdy as a fr^h field for O-imnoLaf exploita¬ 
tion. They fmd no knowledge of the peasantry and no adminis'' 
trative training. 

In the provinces ceded by Meer Cossim the revDones liad 
been subject to the direct administration of Europeans^ but 
the experiment had not proved a success, Clive was com¬ 
pelled to trust to native agency. Btit he appointed the Resident 
at Mijfshidabad to lie also Supervisor of Colleetiotis under the 
inspection and control of the Select Cojnmittee. 

" In conjunctlDii with Mahomed Ca^n* he superintends the 

whole roliedlous^ receives I lie monthly payments Irom the ^ejnindars+ 
disburses the stated revenues approprlEitcd to the King and the 
Maboh, enquires into the causes of dchcleiiciesp redresses injnrjes 
sustulned or comn>Uted by the otheerJ! of the revenue and transmits 
the accounts of his ofUce, the in voices of LrrasiLreN and the monthly 
necDunt of the treasury^ with cverj' other occurrence of importanco 
Lo the PmJdent and Select Committee." * 

The Collections of the province of Rchar were placed under 
the immediate direction of the Chief at PatJiA^ w'ho acted 
jointly with the (jovernor of the province, and as a sub¬ 
ordinate to the Resident at the Court* By the bestowal of the 
Diwani tlie Company had a legitimate authority ov^'er the 
revenue atl minis! rat ion, but the Nawab of Bengal, as Nazint 
or Viceroy of tlie Emperor, had, by the eunstitution of the 
later Mogul Empire^ the military^ commands and superin¬ 
tended the administratiiin of law, justice, nnd pohee. The 
English had, by their treaty with the Nawab, taken over the 
military defence of the country* but to take over the law 
courts and justice would be the entire destruction of the 
Nawab^s autJtority and Native government. 

Clive considered it prudent to avoid as much as posable 
all appearance of dominioni for it was bound to arouse the 
jealousy of the Native powers and the other European settle¬ 
ments. By the Treaty of Paris the French were about to 
have restored to them Chandemagore and other places in 

yro ihc H4?nQurahle Uio r.ourl ot Directorsj Fort WUllani, Jaimsiry 24th, 
1707.—VETtlFtp AppeaJbt, p. 41. 
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Bengal, and Holland, at Chinsura, was a power to be con¬ 
sidered. In a letter drafted by Clive to tlic Secret Committee, 
after informing the Court tlxat the utility and netsessity of 
tlie grant of the Divirani became every day more evident^ he 
states; 

" All cause ol conlentlgn with tJie govemment is now removed ; 
secority to the property, freedom to the trade, and protccLfon to 
I he persons of the native inhahitaiits are insuretl. Funds for the 
provision of your tnvestments, for the miuiiteiiimce of yonr troops, 
and for the necessities of war, are cstnhtUhed. Influence to eommand 
respect ifi acquired ; urid we may. In our prcfieni clrcumsiancea, be 
regarded ns the spring whloh, eobecated under the shadow of the 
Nabob's nqme^ secretly gives raollon to this vast machine of govern¬ 
ment, without oUering violence to the orlgibat constitutioriH The 
increase of our own, and dImlouLLon of his power, are effected withouL 
encroachment on his prerogative. The Nabob holds in hk hnudi^, 
as he aJways did, the whole civil administmtlon, tlie drstrihuLion of 
jnstice, the disposal of offices, and ail those soveieJgn rights which 
constitute the essence of his dignity^ nnd form the most convenietil 
harrier between ns and tlie Jeidousy of the other Eiiropenn set lie- 
meats.'^ ^ 

Clive was determined that the Company should be the 
mninspriog of the Government, hut he was not guilty of the 
fully, too often committed+ of attempting to attain hh object 
by dc^Tging the wheels of the Native administrntiom The 
great business uf his policy was to make that admiDistration 
os efficient as possible. His mode of aeconiplishing it was 
faolcb wise, and noveb The three Natives who held the highesrt: 
offices in the State were dependent “ for the maintenancre and 
sup]>ort of their dignity on certjiin emoluments and perqubites 
which have always, by the custom of the country, been annexed 
to their coimtry and stations.” In the place of these emolu¬ 
ments and perquisites the Secret Committee assigned stated 
i^aries to the Ministers. The Secret Committee, or Clive 
through the Secret Committee, when informing the Company 
of the step they had taken, say: 

By suffering the prinetpai officers of the government to depend, 
for the support of their dignity, on the precarious fund of perquisites, 
we la a nmuner oblige them to pursue oppressive and corrupt measures^ 

^ Ver eUI, .Appendix, pp, 4<M. 
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equally Jnjorjous to the country and lo the Company. We tkre like- 
wlise of opinion, that it is more beeominfi the dignity of your govern- 
menl, more cocisLstcot with your true inteml^ and more coaformabLe 
to the piau we have adopted of concniaUng to os the mlud^ of the 
nalhcB, that a stop should, in future, he pul to the aece^ity ol tho«e 
exactions, which^ though customary, must nevertheless he grleYons 
to the people ; and we have therefore* upon due consldemtion of the 
necessary expenses consequent on their fonk^ stallon, and offices, 
assigned twelve lacks of rupees a year for the maintenance and 
support of MahoTumed Heaa Cawii, Roy Du Hub, fljid Shelabroy, 
who hold in Uielr hands the most IniporLanl empLoymenis of the 
government/^ ^ 

They added ; 

We have only to observe farLber upon ibis subject, that great and 
enormous as the sum must appear w^hicli we have alio Lied for the 
support of the ministers of the government, we will not hesitate Lo 
pronounce that Jt is necessary add reasonable, and wlU appear so 
on consideration of Llie power which men employed on I hose im¬ 
portant services have elLhcr to obstruct or promote the public gooil, 
unless their integrity be conUrtned by the ties of gratitude and 
Interest/' * 

Clive not only introduced the prineiple of allowing liberal 
salaries to the Native Ministers, but he also introduced a plan 
for grxmting out of the revenues of the State liberal salaries 
to the heads of resj>onsible oftices aiul senior servants of the 
Company. A source of revenue itilierited from the Company's 
predecessors wa^s the tax on salt* Under Ihe Mofiammedun 
Government aa ad valoretn duty of 3 per cent, payable by 
Qentixts, and per cent, payable by Mussulmans, w^as levied 
at Hugh on the whotesaJe price of salt transjmrted into the 
interior of the eonutry* It was also, under Moslem sway, 
a monupoly Sn the hands of some persort or persam w'ho paid 
large siims of money to the Naw^ab f>r hh Muiisters for farining 
the trade. W]\en Clive retook Calcutta and the 21 Pergnnnahs 
became tin? property of the Company, a transit duty vras 
levied on all boats conv^eying salt from the manufaeturiJig 
districts, and a tax was also imposed on all salt manufaciured 
within the Company's territory. 

The story has been told how the abuse of the private trade 
^ VereLit, Appendix, pp. 42-3. p. 43, 
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Jed to the war with Meer Cossim. Wlien the Court Director 
learnt what was taking place in Bcngah and came to the 
concliiaion that the misuaderstandiiigs and difficulties with 
Meer Cossim were due to the unwarrantable aixd licentious 
manner ** of carrying on the private trade, they sent positive 
orderi? in a dispatch dated February 8, 1764 i 

" That from the meipt of this letter^ a final and efleetiial end be 
forthwith put to the mland trade In sit, heeUe nul^ lobacco* and 
iu aU other artiek^ wliatsoeveri produced and consumed iu Ihe countiy : 
and that alf European and other Agents, or Gomastahs^ who have been 
cocLcertied in such trade, be immediateiy ordered down to Calcutta, 
and not snJIered to return, or he replaced as such, by any other 
persons/* ^ 

The Directors did not proiiibit the duty levied on the manu¬ 
facture of aaltj which increased their revenue by about £50,006 
a year, but they prohibited their own ^vaats or any Euro¬ 
peans having any connectinn with the inland trade. After 
these orders Were uent^ a copy of the treaty entered into with 
ftfeer JalHer upon his re'estabUshment in the Xawab^hip was 
received by the Courts In tliis treaty it was agreed that 
the privilege of free trade granted to all mcrchantfs by Meer 
Cossim for the space of two years should be revoked and 
the duties collected as before. But the English were to eoriy 
on their trade free from all duties, tastes* and impositions 
in aU parts of the cotintryt excepting the article of on 
which a duty of 2^ per cent, should be levied on the Hugh 
market price. 

Clive objected strongly to these iniquitous terms* Ifi the 
letter which he wrote to the Court on April 27, 1764. accepting 
the office of Governor of Bengal for a second termt he said: 

" The trade, therefore, of sail, beetle and tobacco having been 
one of the causes of the present disputes, I hope these articles will 
be restored to tbe Nabob and your servants forbidden to trade In 
them/* In the same letter he stated: ^"The odium of seeing such 
rnonopolles in the hands of foreigners need no! be Insisted on/" 

The Proprietcirs were, however, unwilling that the Com¬ 
pany's servants, a large number of whom were soni or rclath^es, 
^CalfUita Yak YIL, p. 530. 
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should be deprived of the privilege of augmenting their slender 
incoiTiej^ hy trade or the opportunity of Tnaklug ^ forbune. 
At a General Court held on May 18^. 1761, a re^lutiou 
passed 

That it be reoommcnclcd lo Ihe GourL of Directors Lo re-coiisJder 
the orders sent to Bengal rein live lo the trade of tbo CDinpaiiy ''5 
servants in the articles of salh he I el niit and tobacco ; and that they 
do give such dhrcctioiis for regulating the some, agreeable to the 
inlcrest of the Company sind Suhabf ns to them may appear most 
prudent, cither by seLtling here a I home the reslrictfons under which 
this trade ought to be carried on, or by referring it to the Governor 
and Councl] of Fort Wbliam to regulate Lhls Important paint In such 
a manner as may prevent all future dtspuLes betwM the Subah and 
the Company." ^ 

In cojxscqucac^ of this resolution, tbt; I^irectors sent out 
a General Letter dated June 1, 1704^ which, while professing 
to modify their previous iustructioiLs, left their abolitioa to 
an iiidefiuite time. They expressed their conviction that the 
existing terms on wliieh the Engli-Hih earned oti the private 
inland trade were very injurious to the Nuwnb and to the 
Natives. 

" Tlie orders therefore," they wrote, " in our said IclLer of the 
nth Febitiary arc to remnli] in force, until a more equitable qnd satis- 
facloty plan can be formed and adaplcd ; which it is Impossible for 
usi Lo frame here, destllule as we are of Ihe informations and Lights 
tiecessfiry to guide us in such an Important ailair," * 

They directed that the Nawab should be consulted as to 
the manner of earrjdng on tlie inland trade, which tmy be 
most to his satisfaction and advantage, the interest of the 
Company I and likewise of the Company's servant^.^* Tliey 
added : 

" You fire Ihereforc to form a proper and equUahle plan for ciin^'uig 
on the said trade, and transmlL the same Lu us, occompanied by such 
e^planatloDs, oheerv^atioos* and remarks, as may euable us to give 
OUT sentiinenis and directions lbereii|>oji, In a full and esplicit niflnDer+" 

The ship which bore Clive also carried the dispatch. Aware 
of the resolution of the General Court, nnd probably of the 

ATbathoGt, Aj^pcjuilx, pa. 241-Z 
*Cakum VoL VIU p. 55i 
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orders contained in the General Letter, CUve, duiitig the \ oyage, 
c&me to the conclusion tliat by the operation of official arra^e- 
ment the esdsting system of private trade, with all its oppressions 
and abuses, might be abolished, imd a system perpetunted 
which would benefit the Compauy, its servants, and the native 

\Yhen CUve arrived at Calcutta, he roimd that the orders 
of the Directors regarding the aboUtion of the private trade 
bad been completely ignored. He saw a necessity for attempt¬ 
ing a new and complete reformation, but so complex and 
invidious a work required careful inquiry and iiandling. The 
stringent covenants, prohibiting the receipt of presents, which 
he had compelled the officials to sign, deprived them of one 
mode of increasing their inadequate salaries, and the imme¬ 
diate prohibition of the privilege of earrying on tlic inland 
trade licfore an equitable plan was framed would deprive them 
of the other resource. 


“ It was not expedient, liowcvcr, to draw tlie reins loo Uglit* 
It was not expedient lhat the ConiTituiy's servanls stiould pass Irom 
aUiuence to beggary. 11 was nccessuiy that some emolumcnls shou d 
Accrue to llie servants in general, and morn especially to llmse In 
superior slatlnns, who went to assist in tanying on tlie mcOMiKS ot 
govemmenl. The salary ol o coutieiUof is. I think, scarcely three 
hiiiidred pounds per annum : and it is well tnoiA-n that he emniol 
Uve In that country for less ihon three thousand pounds. The same 
proportfon holds among the other servants.’ * 


It was necessary tliat some emoluments should accrue to 
tlic servants in general, hut, also, some provision should be 
made for Strachey, Ingham, and Maskelyne, whom lie had 
taken out on his staff. “ These gentlemen I certauily meant 
to iserve,” he told the House of Commons, “ but I meant to 
serve them iu a way that should be Jionoumble for tliemselves 
and honourable for me, and that should at the same time be 
consistent with the interest of the Company.” Not for hus 
individual pro6t, but for their benefit, ho entered soon after be 
landed into a trading partnership with Messrs. Sumner, Sykes 
and Vcrelst. Mill describes the transaction as " suspicious,” 


i" diTfl" S ArbutUnol, Appenilix, pp, 246-7. 
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and denounces tbe defence that it ^vas done to remuneiate 

Clive's staff, in his most hitfcef and unfair tuanner. He wtites i 
** If a proceeding is in its own nature shamefid, there is but 
Little saved when the emolument is only made to go into the 
pocket of a connesdon*” Maslcelyae alone was his conneotiom 
and he acted as aide-de-eamp to the Presldeat's household. 
Tbe emoluments were given for service rendered to Clive 
as Governor* There was nothixig shameful or siispieious in 
the nature of tbe transaction, though it might be regarded 
as impolitic and inludicions;. Clive tbm communicated his 
views to the House of Commons: 

'■ I stood in a particular point ol view; my situation was nice 
and critical i the eyes of tbe whole £icttlenient were upon me. Jl 
was difficult for me to take any steps wttb regard to those gentlemen 
without betug condenxnetL They had executed no covenants ; 1 
mJgiii have GuHered them to receive presents to any amouiU: the 
world would then have said that I carried them out with me in order 
to evade my own csonvenants^ and to receive presents for me, as well 
ns for themselves. I might have granted them the privUege ol trade, 
the advantage of wiiich^ under my favour and credit, might have 
bEPn to any amount. The objection to this also was obvious : it 
would huve been said that my own interest was at the bottom ; that 
they traded under my inOuence ; and that the e:stent of their con- 
ccni?h Interfered with persons who had a better right. It was Ihcrc- 
fore determined that they should not bene Jit themselves a farUiIrig 
hut by what they should receive from my hands. 

" My share, os (^vemor. In the salt society, and also the manner 
in which it was tiisposeil of^, were publicly kuovni both here and abroad 
before my return to Englajid ; and yet this taller has of late been 
considered us something clandestine. But 1 think 1 can prove to 
the satisfaction of lids House that It was known to everybody/^ 

During the time tlmt Clive wa-s up tlie country settling 
the treaty with tbe Na^vab and obtaining the grant of the 
niwianl^ Mr* Sumner was employed m aseertainlng the piecltina 
price of salt throughoiit the country fur twenty years past. 
On August 3 Sunuicr wrote to Clive from Chandernagore, 
" When 1 return to Calcutta your plan about the Inland 
Trade shall be presented without loss of tlme/^ At a meeting 
of the Select Committee held on Augiist ID* Messrs. Suinner 
and Verelst being the only two members present, the plan 
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of the inlimd trade was drawn iip^ Clive returned to 

Calcutta, another ruceting was held on September 1765, 
at which all the details of the scheme were settled^ The trade 
in saltj betel nut and tobacco was to be conducted solely by 
a society in which all the Company’s servantii except writers, 
and also all olTicers except those below the rank of majors and 
chaplains and surgeons, were to have shares according to their 
respective rank« The capital for carrying on the trade was 
to be furnished by the holders of shares in their due proportion. 
The affairs of the society were to be eonducted bj" a Ooiumittee 
of Trade, who were to ascertam the amount of capital 
required. The salt was to be furnished to them by contractors, 
and was to be sold at various important centre staLiiins by 
agents^ generally Europeans, appointed by the Committee of 
Trade, the purchasers from whom would carry and sell it over 
the country- The selling price at the remote idations was 
fixed at rates 12 or 15 per cent, below the average rate of the 
twenty years preceding. Hence it was not probable,’* said 
Clive, that any grievance should fall upon the poor, and 
the plan was settled for one year only, that we might liavc 
an early opportunity of completing afterwards what was 
originally intended as an experiment,’^ A duty of 35 per cent, 
was established for the Company, ’Who, by the treaty with 
the Xawab, were in his place. It was eakulatcd tliat this 
would yield the Company £120|000 per i^nniTm. Out of the 
profit, that of a colonel arid Members of Council would amount 
to £7^000 per annum. As these proprietors had only two 
shares, the Governor's five shares would yiehi an income of 
£17,560. These were certainly large sums, but small com¬ 
pared with the profits made by inland trade, and also sn-tall 
compared with the salaries assigned to the Xative Ministers at 
the Court of the Nawab. 

The pecuniary success of the experiment at the close of 
the first year was great, but Clive discovered serious defects 
in the plan. 

"" It reaHy a monopoly,” he said. ” Tbc trade was taken 
out of the hands of some of the merchaiats. Tfie proportion of die 
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Gampqny's servants was tog large^ the duty io t±e Company was 
too smalt. The agents appointed to sell the salt had made an Im¬ 
proper use ol ihetr power ; they had not strictly kept iip to Lhclr 
contract, which was that they shoald receive five per cent, upon 
the sale of salt as a recompense for their trotEble^ and that they should 
not enter into any trade for Ihcjiiselves^ under a very severe penalty.^' 

Clive thcrofora prepared a plan for next year* ” which I 
think destroyed everj’ idea of monop oly*” This may bo 
queiitioneih but the new plan was eertainly a material improve- 
merit. The following is his awn account of the second plan i 

The society* fnstead ol employing agents up the eouiitiy to 
dispose of the salt, were to sell it at CaicuLtfl, and at the piaces where 
it was made, to the black merchants only^ who were each limited 
to a certain quanllty of purchase* and tied down to a price for sale 
at every market Icsth- The duty to I he Company was now e&tabISsbed 
at fifty per cent, which would produce £lGO,OflO per annum ; the 
hlack merchants were to hove the dherty of Iransporling the salt 
all over the country^ free from every taxation or obstruction ■ and 
the slrlctest orders were Issued that nq Euelishmen, or their agents, 
should directly or indirectly have any farther concern in it/' 

In “Considerations on Indian Affairs,” published at the 
time by Mr. Bolts, which contains clever misrepresentations 
on almost every page, there is given a copy of a bond, by 
which it appears thnt Clive sold, his concern: In salt for 
£32^000. The following Is the explanation given by CHvc to 
the Ilouse of Commons: 

I do acknowledge there is such a bond, but the sum acluolly 
received by me on that account amounled only to about £iO,BlH>. 
The fact was IMa; I could not think of suffering the three before- 
meutJoned gcnUcmeu w'ho had accompanied me to thdia tq return 
to England without realising something on their account ^ I i^aid 
so to my friends in Bengal. The $a|t conceru was of a very extensive, 
tedious nature, and the accounts might not be made up In some years, 
CouJd 1, in honouri leave those gentlemen m a situation which mode 
it dmiblful when they should receive anything, and to whaf amount ? 

I told them I would not: r told them I would gel rid of this salt 
concern at once, that they nilglit he secure of the money amongst 
them. I therefore disposed of my whole concetti In salt, even my 
share for the second 3 'ear, which was just commenced, tor the sum 
mentioned in the bond. Bui W'hen the mode of a commission of 
one and one-clghth per cent, on the revenues W'cre settled for the 
Governor in lieu of every other emolument, I then relinquished my 
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Shaif in for that yoar S ur/sJUS!- 

the coimaifislon. and had paid hack about £20,000 of Ue £,i«,uuu. 

Clive had a strict account of every sixpence he received 
or disbursed from the day of his leaving Tlngland to the day 
of his return. It was taken from his books ^hich were k^t 
aU the time by Mr. VereU. and was comiuunieated to the 
Company, and afterwards laid before Parliament, l^e ^eount 
shows clearly that Clive, instead of adding to bis 
durine bis last administration of Bengal, w'lis a loser to Ih 
extent of £5,810. On September 30, 1TB5, Clive wrote as 

follow's; 

■■ I hal you may assert with conEiIence the Jasliee of my muse, 

I do declare, by Ibe^Cod who made me, it Is my absolute dctrm^ation 
to refuse every present of eonsequence, and that I will not relum 
to Enuland 'Sth one rupee more than what arises from 
’tlT nroBts arising from salt shftU be (livieltd among those friends 
who^ave endangered Iheir lives and conslilutlons Iti attending me. 
xle SSmaUdat^ty uarzars, etc., shall he set opposite o w extra- 
SX «^enses : if aught remains, it shall go to Poplar nr 

athf'T hospital." 

Clive was most csael in the keeping of his accounts, for, 
though profusion was a natural element m his c^acter, he 
■would not permit tl»e wasteful cxpenditiu'c of an iU-regulotG 
establishment. He knew the importance of pomp and show 
in the government of Orientals, and, as Governor of Bengal, 
he assumed considerable dignity and splendour. The follow¬ 
ing is a contemporary account of his private life: 

"The very furniture of Govemnient Ituase, the lapcslries and 
carnets the rndgniflccnl plate, the splendid equipages, were the ens^ 
hi? frequeut sumptuous costly « 

their delight. His liospiluHly was ample, but in bis pnsale hfe bis 
mmic of living was not more lavlsli lhati what was customary ^ 
wealtbv and luxurious comiimnity. Dinaer, according to t e cusu ^ 
^the time, was ser^'ed at 2 p-w . and a «Hect friends of his Select 
Committee, or some other senior servants ol the Company, dined 
with Mm liis table was served with delicacy and profmlon, and 
all the most esquislte wines of Europe were at Ihc discretion of his 
^esls. If he vSThi good InimDitr. be would encourage a 
Ifltion of the baltle, and hy intervals stimnlnte mMh and jolbiy , 
hut he soon relapsed into his natural pensive mood, and was alter 
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slleiit Icjr tt cousiilefalije iiitic. His cDnYersaClou was not lively, but 
mtional an«l solid. As he seldom drook freely rnongb lo be s^ea with¬ 
out disguise, he was impentlrable, except to a Jew' eonadants to whom 
he entrusted the execution of bis schemes and designs^ It was not 
often that his guests were allowed a greater InLitude of freedom, 
as he always stately and commonly reserved. After dinner he 
look somelfmes a little repose, as it is customary in this luirTd regioji.^^ 

At the approach of sunset and its attendant sea breeze^ 
he went with a few compauiiins to some gardens which were 
then a favourite resort of the world of fashion- They returned 
by starlight to a sumptuoa'? supper, and, after it, Chve played 
in a select eompany at cards, of which he was fond. But 
these fashionable amusementst’’ says a contemporary, gave 
him no real pleasure or satL^factiou/* Clive w'as a soldier, 
and he was always happy when tie exchanged the luxury 
of Government House for the simpler habits of a camp life. 
Govemment Ilousc was no home to him, separated from Ws 
family and the devoted wife to whose eonMant oare he owed 
much of the happiness of his douded life. On September 25 
Clive wrote to his cou^n as follows i 

I mu glad you have pul a slop lo Styche expenses: they bcearae 
enormous, and it wiU be tkne enough to go on with ihem upon my 
arrival In England : but I approve greaily of yoiir repairing WaJeot, 
and making it Ht for Lady aive’s receplfon. The only concern I 
feel arises from a conviction of what she must suffer from so long an 
absence.'' ^ 

The foUowing day he wrote thus to his father ; 

Altbmigli I cajoy belter heaUh than bi England, India Is by 
no means agreeable Lo me, separated as I am from ray wife, clilldreri, 
and dearest relations. The length of our passage w'LU make my 
absence one year more than 1 intended, but this you itmy be assured 
of, that nothing shall detain me In Bengal beyond the beginning of 
December, 1766 ^ and 1 hope to see you all in good health and spirits 
some time in April, 1767. 

I have been seven hundred miles up Ihe coudlry, and have been 
very conversant with his Majesty, the Great Mogul. He has made 
me one of the first omrahs, or nobles, of his empire. 1 have concluded 
a peace for ihe Company, which I hope will last, and ohLalned from 
the l<Jng A grant of a revenue of 2,0ii>D,006£ sterling per annum tor 
them for ever ; and, what is more, I have pul them on a way of 

*Glcig. 0. 207* 
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securing this Immedsc revenue, in snch a nnmner that it i* 
impossible to deprive Ihe Company oI li. at least for some j ears to 

'"‘“^“wilh refflird to myseU. I have not beneflled or added to my 
rorlunc one fShing, nor shah I: though I might. 
received 500,000£ sterling. WTiat trllbng emoluments I 
receivlnc shall be bestowed cm Maskelyne, Ingham, a 
S a r.».,d lor thrir Kr,lm ooO coostooL ■''“J"” Xollh ■‘’h” ".' 
1 am much obliged to the Doctor tor his care of my " 

worth about 2000£ already, 'flili ship, sent “^eprea. ^ if^thcv 
Comnany the most important news they ever received , and, if they 
are not satisfied with mine and the Committee's eonduc , ^ 

Timi-nre ihcre is not one grain of honour or mlegcity remanmg 
England. The reformation I am mnkfngt in both the civil and 
hrmiches, will render the acquIsiUcan of fortunes not so snddeD or 
-* • Jc fnrtn^ix- This added to the shcjrtncss of my stay in 
SSrindncesmc to Vhink (iptalu Scmphil had better stay in ^^nd, 
where we may serve him by our tntercst at home. Remember me n 
the most Hflecllonale manner to my 

nart in lilt Tlic uniformity of her conduct with regard to iicr chddren 

5 Jr >i». 11 »n=rd, h.. l^. »>«st 

mnuence them to enlertain the highest respect and vcneraboii for so 
deserving a patent. I wiU most certainly WTlte io her, mid |o mj 
brothers and*^sisters, who have my most affectionate withes. 

On September 2D, 1765, he wT:ote to his wife as foUows i 

■* Business crowds upon me in sach Manner that 1 cannot write 
much niorc the Fex Capt, Hume has brought ns the sgreahle News 
of W Sulivan's total defeat, I feel no other SatisfacUon on that Account 
rofthreompany had that Man been -strong enough to how 
fonlinued the Opposition he would iiave deslroycd one of the 
Pmspeds that ever Jeli to the lot of a trading 
nS vet heard either from You W. Walsh or ^y of “y bnt 

MT WUhraham from whom I have Ihe Satisfaction of g 

You bave receiv'd niy Rio Janeiro Letters. w* i 

"Captabi Grillln the Commander of this I believe you know he 
is a very worthy honest Man & much attach d to our Interesb he 
win deliver You a Box bound round with Tape & my Seal o _ 
directed to the Right Hanble Lady CUve in Berkeley 
Box contains Diamonds Rubles & PemJs amounting to 42,000 Arcol 
Runees as will appear by the enclosed Invoice, all these things 1 
bou^ghl excepting the lose Diamonds being 22 in ^^len 

the smalest Rings, Rubles being so scarce & so mucli admirtd when 
pAS rihr Reason 1 purchas'd them Iho at a very great Price, 1 

am persuaded there are few such in E^and, 

" 1 likewise send You by Capt. Griffin eleven Bundles of Muslins 

6 Shawls likewise 2 Boxes of Oltar, You, Walsh & the Captain must 
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contrive nbont getting them on shore. Yon VkiU spm if! Walsh 
one of the Bottler of Otlar of Ro&es. 

" There comes, upon this Sliip likewise a vei^ small Horse and 
a mneh smaUer Mare the Horse is very pretty i£ dances or Capers 
incomparahiy whether he ivIU he worth the Prtnee of Wales accept¬ 
ance T know not, however we may have a Lilliputian Breed; You 
being of that Breed Yourself. 

“ Young KelsaU has been very on fortunate nntill lately bnt by 
W, Pauls Sir Pybus" Assistance he ha;; been so far able to retrieve 
his Affairs as to get cut of Debt but this Is not the Way to gel home, 
I have empowered IP P^'bus who is now In afHiient Cireunistanees to 
make over to :^P KciGall the Boiknee of Ms Account with me amoiinl- 
n 

ing to about 4000, wMch be sbaU have at Interest at 4 per Cent, but 
there Is still something iji Rc&er%'c for the Young Man of much greater 
Conscrfueiice, I have recommended him & three other Gentlemen 
with Madrass Estabhshmeut to the CourC of Directors ni sqch Terms, 
that I am sure they will he appointed if Councel hear by the Retarn 
of this Ship nay auch Is the Licenfioosness & Inability of the Junior 
Servants at this Place, that I belle%^e 'we shall send for them our^Ives 
in a Month or twOt this good News Yon may conimunlcatc to the 
Old Folks hat it iriu^l go no farther/^ ^ 

The Admiral Stevens^ w'hich conveyed his family letters 
and a lung dispatch to the Court drafted by Ixira* also carried 
the foUowijig letter to Orme: 

" 1 have wrote so many letters, and gone through such a scene 
of public business, LbaL 1 cannot attempt descrihing to yon any part 
of onr proceedings in this part of the world. Scraften, Wakb, and 

SepL' I76S. 

l^nrorce or Di^onds A Pkaria 

CONSIONBD TO Tfit BlorET fJOT^BLE LdLUV 
CUVE BafEKiu.av :Sgtf4liE 

No. 1. ^ A large transparent Diamond Blag 

weighing 20 Rattles . . , . cost . * . AR- . * . 11,000 

No. V A Diairiidud Ring vetked * .... at ^ 

No. 3, V A DlBmoud D? . . . vataed . . at * loOO 

No. 4- V'Twenty'two loose Diamond Drops valued at - - 10*000 


No. S. A Rahy Bing set with Diamonds - ... * cost . ^OOo 
No, 0- V Otic . . . Dt Dfl . ^ ^ . Cflst - 7000 

No* 7. .^One Bitby Ring Connlry &el & valued al lOOO 

^ Purls pat In Iqdk valued nt 2fi00 


AR? 42,200 


They were all received in 17BG. 
Invoice Cram Lord Oivii. 

Dated 20^ Sept.^ 17B5, 

Rec? 2)01^ AprU 1700. 
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Colou«1 Smith will furnish you with abundant luuLtfir of suipnze and 
aslDnishment. Let it snmce to say, that lorlune seems dcten^ed 
to accompany me (o the last ; every object, every sanguine irfslh, 
is upon the point ol being completely rumiled, and 1 am 
the pinnacle of all I covet, by aillmimg the Company 
of all envy, malice, laclinii, and resentment, Bcknoseledge tlicj are 
become the most opulent company in the world, by the battle of 
Plassey ; and Sir Hannibal Holpot sliaU acknowledge the 
I am preparing plans in abundance for you. You 
very exact charts of Bengal, Dabar, and Onssa, and of the Mo^ 
empire os far os Delhi at least. A map of the Ganges likewise, and 
aLl the other livcra a t consequeiiee/" 

Clive gji hi^ return to Bengal found that many juiuor 
civilians held weighty offices, owing to their seniors Imving 
returned to England after liaving rapidly acquired fortunes. 
In a dispatcli to the Court, dated March 2*. I7fl6, he wrote 
as foUo^Vs : 

» The business ot the Secretary's department was committed to 
& Youlh of three years standing in your service ; the empl^ment 
ot Accamptant is now discharged by o Writer still lower in Us 
of yonr ser vants; the important trusls ol MIHtaiy Storekeeper, iSavel 
Storekeeper, and Storekeeper of the Works, were bestowed, when 
last vacant, upon Writem ; and a Writer held the post of Paymaster 
to tb<? Army, at a periad vrbcTi near 20 lacks ol rupees naa pecu 
deposited lor months together in bis bands." 


The administration of these offices was really transacted 
by Native brokers and Native clerks. 

" Banians became principals in the several dcparlmcnts; the 
anairs of the Company flowed Ibroueb a new and uiinatnral channel; 
and your most secret concerns were pgblidy known in the Baxar. 


The Committee, in n previous dispatch, dated September 
30, had stated: 

" It Is therefore with the utmost regret we tblnk it incumbent on 
us to declare, that in the whole list of your junior merchants there arc 
not more than three or four gentlemen whom we could possibly 
recommend to liigher stations at pmenl." 

Three vacancies had occurred in Council, but Clive avoided 
filling them. He objected strongly to a blind mlherence to 
the rule of seniority. In the same dispatch Clive wrote as 
follows; 


Governor of Bengal 309 

" Td ketfp lip to the kUer of yoiii- we must fill the 

vacanekis in Coiindl from ELe next in succession, witliout regard Lo 
tlie quailflcations they possess for the discharge of so iniportnnt a 
trust, and thus comnilt hi to the hands of r.ish uiiexperrenced young 
ttirn the contfuct of a system of govemmeut whicli demands the dls- 
crelloii, jud|fnientp and steadiness of mare nrtvajiccd years ajid longer 
serviot^s. Cirrnmstances are now widely dlfftimit from what they 
were a f^w years sincej when you confined your whole attention to 
commerccp arid were happy In being ahlt to- cnttiplelc yonr investments 
without ItistilL nr exaction from the Country GoverutueiU. You are 
now become the sovereigns of n rich nnd potent kingdom ; your 
success Is beheld with jealousy by the other European nutiaus In fndia, 
oml your interests are so rxlenikd. so complicated, and so ccuiiiected 
will I Lhos* of the several suiroimdlug powers^ as to form a nice and 
dlllLciilL sysLeni of politics." 

Clive pruceeded to warn his musters that it ilieir 

iiuUspcnsable duty tn admit no claim but thiit of merit. 

" So niucli rests with the Board/" he WTote^ " that onyour Judldous 
impart] at a election of the members it depends* whether you hold a 
fool of land, and enjoy a privilege In Bengal: or whether yan con¬ 
tinue in pusse^»sian of the most ample revenues and established 
extensive Inllueucc ever established by any European mercantile 
body. We therefore most earnestly exhort j^ou, that no consideration of 
favour or p^judice be suffered to bias you in the impDrianl business 
of composkig your Cuuncil; and that no other distinction be admitted, 
except what is due to ahlJity, to Intepity* and to faithful essential 
servicies/^ 

The ns^leot of this advice in the ^^leetlon of the Comieil 
of the Oovemor-GemraJ, which wn^s created to replace the 
Board* had led to ruany a blunder and some grave disasters^ 
The suspension of ilr. Ley cost er* owning to his having broken 
hLs oath by publishing an expres^sion hastily dropped at the 
Board, and the resigiiation of Atr, Gray, reduced the Board 
to a number insuffidettt to eonduet tlie necessary business 
of governjnent* Clive therefore carried out his intention of 
applying to Madras for the services of four civil servants be¬ 
longing to that Presidencyp aud appoiutiug them to the vacant 
^eats in the Bengal Councih The factionis spirit which hod 
blamed out so violently in the Coimcil had reached the junior 
ranks of the public service* and Clive ivas fully persuaded that 
supersedh^g them by the ofKeiais of another Presidency would 


310 The Life of Lord Clive 

op'crate jnorL^ effe^tuoilv in cbeckiog discontent and insubordina- 
tian “ than if we had recour^se to the mafc irksome and mortify¬ 
ing indignitv of superseding them from tbi^ ustablishnient/^ 
Tfie appointment of four orTicials from Madras was a far nioro 
mortifying indignity^ and was bom^d to increase the aniruosity 
of the Bengal Civil Serviec. It \s possible to synipathise 
with their feelings whilst condemning the course they put- 
Bued- Clive, in a dispatch to the Court, dated January 31 ^ 
17 {j6j described iu fieice terms wlmt look place when the 
Bengal civilians heard that an application had been made to 
Maiiras for men to supersede them: 

The young gentlemea of Lhe settlrmenL had Uiemselve.s up 
for judgeii or I he propriely of our couduct* ond the drgree of I heir 
own merit: each wamid think himstlf qitpjihed lo transact j'our 
weighty affairs in Counrll^ al an age when the laws of tiis country' 
adjudge him unDL to manage his owti coucenis to the caslcnt of forty 
Rh iUln gk- They have not only set their hands to Lhe memorial of 
cQmphdnt, but enlered Info as-soclntions unhecoming at their years* 
and desLrucUve of that siihordliiatJon without which no govejnineDl 
i- Mh stand — All vUlts to the Prtsideut are (orhidden-^AU In vital Ions 
frtiiin him and IheTutnibers of the Select Commiltee are to he slighted— 
The gent (emeu cahed dow^a by onr authority from Madras are to he 
treated with neglect and eooLerupt—Every man who deviatfS from 
this confederacy is to he siLlgmatized and avoided—In a word, the 
members are totally to separote Liicmsclves from Lhv headp decorum 
add union are to be set at dehance, and it beccimes a fair struggle 
whether wc or the young gentlemen shad In future guide the helm 
of government. Look at their names, examliie their standing, inquire 
into their services, and reflect upon the age of four-lifths of the sub¬ 
scribers to this bill of grievances^ who naw^ support the association* 
and you will be equally surprised with us at the presumptuous 
intemperance of youth, and convinced that a stop of three or four 
years jji the course of promoLionis indlspensibly uecossary, if you w'ould 
have your Council composed of men of experience and discretion/^ 

Clive, in a letter to his wife dated the same day liS the 
dispatelh alludes to the ordeal through which he wils passing* 
an ordeal which Would have broken down a less courageous 
nature. After acknowledging the receipt of numerous letters 
from “ my dearest wife,^* he says: 

1 cannot write You so long a Jitter as my last by the Admiral 
JSteaeiu, the public Business is become a Burtlicn Lo me & H i^oy 
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thing endajifiers my Constitutioii it will be my close AppUealloii to 
the Desk, I am no longer walking about the Room talking Politics 
or dictating PcTslan Letters to Nabob’s Rajah dtc. I am no longer 
making Preparation for Campaigns k FighLUig my whole time is 
taken up in Introducing Oeconomy k SubordinatiDti among the Civil 
Servants in rcroming most nolorlflus abuses* & Gometknes when 
I am dar^d & compelled to li. In detecting Frauds Sa brtaglng to Shame 
Individuals in short [ will proiiounc^r Calcutta to be one ©f the most 
wicked Places In the UnlYerse* Corruption LlcentioUiinesB Jt a want 
of Principle seem to have possessed the ftilnds of all the ClvU Secants, 
by frequent had Examples they are grown callous, Rapacious & 
Luxurious beyond Conception, & the Incapacity &. Iniquity of some 
& the Youth of others here obliged us to call from Madrass 4 Gentle¬ 
men to our Assistance Viz. Mess^^Russselt, AJdersey, KelsaU and Floy a 
these GenlLcmen are expected every day. with their Assistance 1 
expect to bring this Settlcmeni tutu some Order alt ho the 
Genllemen here aU mutiny’d upon their being iient for, however they 
shall be brought to reason Sl rul'd with a Hod of Iron unGtl 1 see a 
Reformatioii in their Principle & Almmers , ^ . In short 1 

have undertaken n most dlsagreable & odious L nsk which my Honor 
obliges me ta go through with 1 am become the Slave of the Company 
& the Detestation of Individuals, Jt my ConsUtulion cannot hear It 
lung If I am not reliev’d by the Madrass Gentlemen ... I can 
give You a ver 3 p" agreablc Ac conn I of the Gentlemen belonging to my 
Family Viz nf Mess“ Maskelyne, SLracIicy & Ingham who arc ail 
very well, but a very melancholy one of my Atlendsmts, Hem 1 
liiformM You In my Iasi died of a Fever, nmce winch poor William 
who was always sick died at Cossinibazar where be went for the 
Recovery of his Health &. unfortunate Diet was killed by his Horse 
falling upon liim, he was taken up seiisejeas the 24“ Dec! at Night 
&. died the next Monihig, PMUpol la the only one ol my surviving 
Servants, he indeed is hearty & well & bids fair lo accompany Us 
to England because he la cautious ^ diECrcci—the Loss of my Groom 
hath affected me much for he waa without ExcepDon one of the 
beat Servants I ever knowv he preserved his integrity Sobriety & 
Good Nature to the most abandoned of Setllementa to the last & 
died imivensaly esteem’d ^ regretted by the whole Town to whom 
be was cve^r performing some QUlce of Good Nature or other- 

General Gamac Is mamed lo a very agreable Y^^oman altho 1 
could have wish'd he bad suspended ail thoughts of ^Ltt^imolly until I 
bis Arrival in Eufilaud, She Is Sister to that M" Amyatt whom You 
have heard was imarriEd to Rl! Amyatt who was killed at Muxadevad, 
& who out of Gratitude RtarrLed his Cousin MJ James An^ynttp She 
is one of ihe best of Women the most taking ^ agrcable in her Manners 
of any Lady In this Place, She & her tfUGband lake their Passage upon 
the Ktiil & will deliver You this Lcllcr. By these Good People I 
sent abundance of CurioslGes Viz a Ilookoo. a Gold Bird, a Deer no 
bigger than a Got Ac. sSfcc* with a Clitsl lull of Shawls, Pictures Swords 
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& mfiiiy (Jtlier CurlosiLles. The CJjest is directed Lo the Riijhl Hon hie 
L^idy Clive* Ihere are aJifO one Pipe of Maderm i£ 3 & Ton of Brasil 
Wood for F^riitture for our Houses lU Berheley Square and in the 
Countryp Mf W^sh and others must be consulted about getting all 
these things on shore. 1 am providing abundance of fine Lldngs for 
You indeed the DJiost Muslins Ounmitys DIappers Long Cloth Ac. 
are milking for the use of our Family ^ ^ - The Account You 

give of my Son & Duughlers affords me much Pleasure ^ by Your 
strict Attention to Uieir Educailcm & Morals, You will render our 
Family much more essentia] Sersdee, than by uccoinpaiiyiug your 
Husband to a part of the World where every Hour of Life is dedlcatinf 
to the Service of the public & who bus scarce time Lo think of bis 
dearest ^ nearest Conncclfotis. I have wolc my Sou a Letter & 
cnelose it under a dying Seal. May our Meeliag be soon, 4 ^ untill that 
time may Health ^ Sercnily of Mind ncrompany you wherever You 
go* So wishes 

Yl^ ArtecC 

Cuve: ’ 

Tlie following is the letter to his son; 

CAixtrrTA 

Mv UEAU AND ONXY SoN \ — 1 have receiv'd your Letter^ the 
Slylc of wljich is pure and the Oranunar correclj if it be of your own 
Inditing, You have laid the Foundation of that Knowledge which 
aione can make You the Gentleman^ and distinguish You from the 
Herd of your Fellow -Creatures, 

Attend dill gently to your Studies and to the advice of yoiir Tutor 
but above all follow the lustructloua of your Mother, let her creeUeut 
Example be your Guide, and You will render Yourself truly virorthy 
of that great Fortune, wliich ProviUence Beems to have design’d for 
You. E am 

My dear Sou 

Y^ Father and y^our Friend 

('iiLlVlL * 

During the time Clive was fighting agaLost corruption and 
perfidy in the civil branches uf the service, he ivas also engaged 
in reforming the abuses in the military esIabUshm^nt of the 
province. Tn the account of his stewardship, wluch he scut 
to the Court on September 30, !TG5, be wrote: 

The military deparimeat also has caught the infection, and 
riches^ the banc of discipline, were doily promoibig the ruin of our 
army.*^ 

ipciwls MSS. 

* From Lord Qlve to bla aou, Hie Honourntiie Edward CJlve, at Falon^ 
ilaUd Joauiury 31 , 
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No man bad a stronger inf^tinct than Clive for order, justiee, 
and dlsiTlplme. But he did not expect nwn to rise entirely 
above the habits of the time. He added: 

" r would not be tbouglit hy these observant Ions to exclude riches 
Irom the miblury : Honour aloqc is scarcely a sufiSciejit reward for 
the loflsome service of the held. Bui the ncqulsitioa of wealth ought 
to he so graduaj, as to admJl nol a prospect of compleling it^ till 
succession hy merit fo I he rank of a field officer slioiild have laid a 
good foundation for the claim." 

It was for this reasoD that Clive did not allow anyone 
below the rank of a field officer to ^bnre in the proffi of the 
salt trade* WTien he gave the field officers n proportion of 
the profits, he had deterniincd to carry out at once the positive 
orders of the Court regarding the abolition of the allowance^ 
granted to soldiers w'hen on field duty. From very early days 
officers serving the Company had, while on active service, 
received, in additUm to their ordinary pay and allowanee, 
a special allowance known as batta* Batta had contributed 
to the early fortune of Clive. Wlieu the troops actually took 
the field the allowance was known as full batta,hut when 
they w'ere posted in a station outside a Presidency but not 
actually in the fieldt they drew only half that amount, which 
was called lio-lf'batta.^* Alter Plassey, Mecr Jaffier granted 
to the ofiicers an addltiounJ sum equal to full batta, and this 
WB«S called double batta.” At the time when it was granted 
Clive warned the officers that the Company might not con- 
tlnue an indulgence due to the generosity of the Nawab^ The 
Court of Dircct^>rSt however, did not object so long as they 
had not to bear the financial btirden. But when the three 
districts were assigned for the payment of the troops, and 
the whole military expenditure was home by the Company^ 
the Court sent orders to discontinue the payment of double 
batta. In 17fil a memorial couched in most temperate lan¬ 
guage and signed by tliirty-nine ofiicers was submitted to 
the Council^ praying that double batta might not be with- 
draiVn because “ it was only with the assistance of what little 
an officer could save out of his Full Batta hi the field tlmt he 
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was* ett&blcd to subset dec^utly the rest of the year itt garrison 
and fit himseff out for the nesct campaign.” The memorial 
Tras forwarded to the Gourt| and the Council, in their dispatch, 
warmly supported the case of the olTicers. The Directors 
replied on March 9, 1TQ3, that 

“ though they were desirous to answer (.heir original engagement 
with the military gentlemen, anil to grant them encHUrHgemenl sult- 
aljle to their merit, yet it could not he justly expeclca ihal they 
should be enabled to raise such fortunes as migbl lead them to quit 
the service In n short space of time, an Inconvenience wfiich ot late 
had frequently happened.” ^ 

When the orders reached Bengal the Council were on the 
eve of war with Meer Cossim, and they wisely did not put 
them into force. Ln a ietter dated June 1, lTfi4, tlie Court 
again ordered that double batta should be withdrawn on the 
receipt of the letter, and the wdiole army placed on single 
batta. The letter reacired Calcutta in January. 1765, soon 
after tlie battle of Buxar, and the Council determined that, 
** as the army was engaged on actual service of so much con¬ 
sequence,” the abolition of the double batta should be deferred 
at present until the arrival of Lord Clive. * 

Clive, having secured peace by his treaty with the Nawab 
of Qudh, and having reorganised the ndiitary force, determined 
to enforce the orders of the Court regarding the double batta. 
In September, 1705. he notified that on January^ 1, 1760, the 
privilege would cease. In the dispatch dated January 81 the 
Secret Committee state: 

*' Wc have ordained, that on the first day ol the present manth, 
the customary Batta shall be struck oH from the troops In general, 
excepting the brigade Etatloned to Sujah at Dowiah's dominions, 
who, on account o! Ihe high price of proxtsion, and the dilficiilty of 
procuring stores, will be allowed double Batta in the fleld, and half 
double Batta in cantooments and in garrison, imlll they are recalled 
to the provinces. 

" For the same reasons half Batta is continued to the troops 
quartered at Patna and Rlonghcer; but the rest of the oriny, we 
mean the detacbmecta at subordinates and other places, that ore 
not engaged in actual service, arc reduced precisely on o looting with 

iFrooiae, pp. S31-S* *HriiL, p. 555, 
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the Gnmpsiny's foTcres op the cD^&t; even those staliODed at Mongheer 
apd Paina receive the Game exact Batta as yohr troops at Trichi- 
iiopoiy/* 

Means bad been devised for the officers to live cheaper* 
and for supplying them with stores at a more jnoderate price; 
provision bad been irmde for increasing the emoluments of tbe 
field officers by the profits derived from the salt trade; but 
Clive himself admitted that abolition of batta entailed 
a serious hardship on the junior nfficera. In a letter to the 
Courts dated JMarch 24. 17M, the Conuilittee wrote : 

You are already advised, that your orders^ respecLlng I he 
TCduclion of Batta allDwed to the army, leak place m the first dity 
of the present year. TIHb measure hath produced some mm'rniirmgs 
and coaiplainis among the suhaiteirts, and even a memorial to the 
Cjjundl from the ofllcers of the first brigade. Conscious, however, 
of the necessity of reducing your military expenecs, we arc deter- 
mintd to see the orders strictly obeyed. At the same time, we must 
confess, that uiitQ the ctuirges incEirfed on account ul servants, Tiorses, 
and the necessary equipage of the held in this climate diminished, 
by Gome public reguiotloiis, the allowance of a suhaltem wlU scarcely 
maintain him in the station of a genileman.*^ 

Four dfiya hefore the letter to the Court, Clive wrote thus 
to his wife from ^*Dum Damma ” (Bum Dum)* live miles from 
Calcutta, where he bad a country house: 

1 have very little to say In Addition to [my laiil Letter by SI" 
Amyalt, who by this lime Is considerably advanced on her Y'oyago 
to EngLand ^ will 1 hope arrive safe with the Letter and things 
entrusted to her Charge. 

Altho I have heen Idthcrto silent with regard to Cap! lollies out 
of Kegord to the Noble Jk. worthy Lord & BehiLlnii who rcconimendecl 
Idtn to Usp i must now- say he has bnt one VirtwE under the Sun to 
recommend him which Is good Nature, he is very siUy & Ignorant, 
very obstinate, very mean and very avaiitlous, enr Provisions of all 
kinds were exceeding bad & those manog'd in so Slovenly & careless 
ft Manner, that 11 Hern baa not been with us lo supra vise wc must 
have been all starved, hi!' Amyatt who is one of the he&t naturid 
most deserving Women ali\^ undertook to caiT>^ for your Ladyship 
some curious Birds ^ Antelopes, but that Brule of a Captain altlio 

Amyatt informed him wbom they belong'd, to entreated him 
Ln the strongest TenuB to receive them on Board absolutely refus'd 
her & sent them all hack again the Hooko excepted. I meutiDa these 
particulars that ueither You or any of my Friends may shew the 
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lesLit countt^niiDct^ Lo buci^h a fellow whom IjJflJti iSlJfl Gulness far my 
Passage dt fouad all tlie Liquors for bt liaU noiiis—I l^1sl^ Rous 
and some of the prioclpnl Dinictors ■were Inform'd of lii^ Behavior tbut 
he may be treated in the Manner he deserves. Reinembcr to send for 
□ targe QuniitJly of BrasH Timber & Plank wldch is on Bonril Uir KeriL 

Cap! Payiie I ins been so obliging as Lo make an Oiler of ("iirybig 
home whatever 1 shall send on Board the Fojuftyj-ne- I sluiU llsere- 
fojf^ put under his Care two ver>' beautiful dt enrtous Blrds^ 2 pair of 
Antelopes ± 4 Small Bundies oJ IVlnlmalls each Bundle containing 
2 Pieces, the one thick the other tlibi these same Muimullt:; arc the 
Qne^t & most curious that ever were sent from this Country, IT Lliey 
come safe kd M! Wal^ih have one of the Bund less to bestow upon some 
Lady of Quality or Fashion^ 

I aid just upon the Poinl of going up the Country to put the 
flnBhlng Hand to the nrdnoiis Tusk I have undertaken^ the Country 
is in perfect Tranquility civil and political Negotiation willi the PriTiceH 
of the Country i% all that I'emahis ta be done^ Mess" Masktiyne 
Stracliey Ingham & General Camac accampany Me—we shall probnhly 
remain five or 6 Month?^, then return to receive an Answer to onr 
DispatcLes by the Admfral Sf^pcns A to prepare for our Journey or 
Voyage to Engltind, I have made Enquiry of Numbers who have 
travelFd overland, who nil agree tfiat the Journey bs iherfecLly safe 
very entertaining & very agreablc A not attended -with the lens I 
Faligue If we leave Jlassarah by the End of January or beginning of 
FebrunTy, which 1 sliaJl endeavor to acromplish by leaving Bengal 
early fn the Mouth of December. 

My Friends wiU be much mis taken If Ihcy expect [ shall enlarge 
my Fortune by this my last Voyage to India, 1 would not have given 
up my Family Relations & Connections for aU the Riches upon the 
Face of the Earthy nothing but the public good £ my own Honor 
(which was at Stake) could have enduced me to undertake so odious 
& disagrcabie n Task as restoring Tranquility to these Provinces 
& reforming the Moriils £ Principles of this abandon'd Settlement, 
however, altho I shall not enlarge my owTi Fortune which indeed 
wauls no Addition, 1 have It in my Powder of serving others fay giving 
up to them the public ^ uilowed Advantages of my Goveminent, 

iu 

which before my Departure wiil amount to about 32,000—this 1 shall 
divide in tlie following Manner, 15,000 to Mun, 15000 to Strachey, 
10,000 to Df Ingham & 2.000 to W Philpott. Let this Matter be 
known but to few— 

I hope You and the Children are all well that I may Ond You 
Jt them in perfect Health Is the sincere and Ardent WUh of 

Your Aflec! 

Clive.* 

Clive did not confine his generosity to a few friends whose 

* Pawls ikiSS. 


317 


Governor of Bengal 

love and admiration snpportiE^d bim in hb arduous and dis¬ 
agreeable task. His duty imposed on him the necessity of 
abolishing pecuniary privileges enjoi-ed by the officers^ for 
wliomp as a soldier, be had the deepest sympatbyt and be 
determined to palliate tbc blow by an act which bas caused 
many a grateful widow uud orplmu to feel an affectioa for 
his memory. Clive told the Committee of the House that on 
the day, op the day after, of the arrival of the Xawab at Cal¬ 
cutta they rode out together in aii oi>en cliaisc, and Nobe- 
kissenj who spoke English, and Was the interpreter^ rode 
behind/* 

Tile N'l^boLi Imk. that opporlnnily to inform hie thol his father 
bad kri me 5 lack of rupees, which be said were in Jewels, Gold, 
Mohtirs, and Silver, and that the whole was in the hands of his mother 
Lhe Begum, who would pay It whenever I pleased. 1 mentioned this 
circumstance to sevrrnl genlltmen very soon alter, pari IcnJarly to 
>tr* Strachey and Mr, VErelsl. At that tbue 1 resolved In my own 
miud not Id accept the legacy * but afterw'xirds, w^heu, tn obedience 
to the company’& commands, we had ordered the double batta ol the 
army to be struck off, it occurred to mcj that that legacy might be 
converted into a mllltftry funcl for the bencllt of invalid olEcers and 
soldiers, aod wdduw^s-" * 

Tow'artls the end of March, ClivCt accompanied by CarnaCf 
Strachey, and Ingham^ left Calcutta for Murshidab^d, in 
order to regulate, with IMr. Sykes, the Resident^ the amount 
of revenue to be collected from the territory under the adminis¬ 
tration of Murshidabad and Patna during the enduing year, 
He also e3q>ected to receive at the Nawab's capital the balance 
of the fifty lacs of rupees which the Vizier of Oudb had bound 
himself by treaty to pay. His most important object, however, 
wa^ to negotiate With the princes of the country an alliance 
for mutual defence against the I^iahrattas, whose advance 
threatened to be a most serious danger^ Clive, on his arrival 
at Mursbidabad, demanded from the Nawafa payment of the 
legacy* Da April S he wrote thus to the GentJenicii of Coimctl 
at Fort William : 

Gentlemen,— 1 have Oie (mumir Lo inlurm you, that upon a 
supposition, that the receipt of a legacy was not intended to be pro* 

^NobckLwn—Nobkbtui Muiisbi, a ierparU of its Ccmpaiiy^ 

■Tbird Report Select CommJLtee, p. 7. 
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hiblleii by the new covenants^ I have: received hum Llie Begum, wife 
ol the late Nabob. Meer Jaffierp on obllgaiion for the sum ol live lacks 
o( rupees, ’Which wss bequeathed to me by his BxccIIeuey a few hours 
before hi a death, in the presence of many witnesses, whose altestatiori 
shall, as soon as possible, be laid before the board- When this uhlij^a- 
UoQ is discharged» I fib all immediately pay the omodni into the Com¬ 
pany's Treasury at Calcutta. Tlic interest arising thErelrom 1 propose 
shall be annually distributed in such ProparUcnis ns I establish, iimong 
a certain number of officers, nod-coniTnissioii oHicers, and private 
men, who are dBquahded from further service, by wouudSp length of 
service^ or diseases contracted in the service of the Company, and 
’Whose fortunes may he too scauLy to a fiord the former a genteeh the 
latter a comfortable subsistence In their native country, I Intend 
further, that the ’widoWB of all such officers and soldiers as shall have 
been entitled to this bouuiy, or whose husbands shall have lost tliiTr 
lives in the semcc* shall receive a certain proportion of the same 
during their widowhoods. The governor and council of Fort William 
will be perpetual Lmstees for the approprioLiou of this fund in India, 
and the court of directors in England. On my return to the presi¬ 
dency, or sooner. If business will pertnlt, 1 shall have the honour to 
lay before yon such regulations as 1 may think best adapted to the 
fnllULiug my purposes above-mention ecI ; and on my arrival hi England 
the same shall he conUnucd* ’with a proper instrument or deed of gift 
of the principal and interest of the said five lacks of rupees for ever, 
agreeable to the due forms of law, unless the Coinpaiiy should think 
proper to claim, and be able to prove, a rlgtit to the same under the 
new covenants/' ^ 

On September 1A the Council replied as follow's : 

Mv Lord, — We have received your favour of Uie 8lh Instant^ 
expressing your mtentlDn of approprlaLlng the legacy of five lacks of 
rupees, bequeatheEi to your Lordship by the late Nabobs Meer Jaffier, 
as a fund for the relief of the officers and private men, who are become 
Invalid^ in the honaurnble Company's service, and the widows of such 
as may have lost their lives in it. We arc unanimously of opinion, 
that the receipt of this legacy is no way prohibited by the new coven¬ 
ants, and cannot help expressing the lively sense ’we have of this 
generous and ’well-placcd donatian to mitigato distress, which has 
so long looked for relief. — So noble an example of beticHecucc caimot 
fall in ensure the opplouse and approballon of cveiy one j and wx 
shall cheorfully atarept the honour intended ns by your Lordship^ in 
appointing us trustees for the appropriation of this fund in India," * 

On April 19 the Select Convmittee forwarded to Clive a 
remonstrance from the Third Brigade, comjnaiidcd by Sir 

^ Commons Tlihd Reporl, Appendix Ho, X * I6fd- 
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Robert Barker, against the aboUtion of batta. It signed 
by nine captains, twelve Hemtenants, and twenl^'^ ensigns. 
Clive, on April 22t directed tbat the remonstrance sbould be 
sent to Sir Hobert Barker* and that the officers should be 
informed that the Council could not take notice of any petition 
from officers unless it came through the regular channeL The 
29th was the annual Punlat or the day on which the Zeniindars 
assembled and the Covenmient settled with each of them 
their pajTnent for fcfie ensuing year.^ On September 30 CUve, 
Camac, and Sykes wrote thus to the Governor mid Council 
of Fort William : 

Yesterday we held the Para cal h agreeably to the castom of the 
eountryp and to those ideas which we enterlalii of the Company*^® 
honour and interest. His ExcelJency the hTabob sal in qaaiity of 
Nazim, and the Right flonourable the president took his place, as 
collector of the revenues for his Mojesty. 

We thought It by no means adviseablc to deviate, upon sLlght 
occasions, from the established lotms and customs of Ihls anniversary, 
and therefore accepted, for ourselves, and for you, the usnal present 
of a dress and elephant to each^ which shall be forwarded by the first 
opportunity. Tills cxpcnce hath fonnerly been charged to the govem- 
meni, U muit Iberelore, now, of course, be brought to Ihe Company'a 
account; hut as the amount is iDConsiderablep It was scarce worth 
while to Introduce any amovation that might lead to lessen their 
digaliy in the eyes of the people/* ■ 

Tiie day before the festival of tUc Puaiat Clive received 
n letter from Sir Robert Fletcher, in command of the First 
Brigade, sdatloned at M«>nghyr; stating that he suspected 
not the offleerB of his brigade only* but of the whole array, 
intended to resign their conimissionE, though they proposed 
to serve throiighont tlie month of Slay as volunteers. Sir 
Robert Fletcher also forwarded a letter from Sir Robert 
Barker, mentioning his discovery of the existence of a secret 
league^ vs'hich he feared Was not conJined to his own brigade, 
Clive soon obtained evidence of an organised plot, w'hieh was 
first matured at Monghyr, and afterwards eommunicated to 
tlie Second and Third Brigades. The officers 

^ Vcrelst, AppEEidi^ p- 136. Verclst qicUc tlie word ■*' Poona,** 

■ CammUtcB Report, Apptaitiix Mo. 2. 
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bound by oaLh lo siicrecy+ iind to p^ese^^■t^ al Uie 

hazard ol their o^wn lives, the lUe of any one of their body who might 
condemned by cniirt-miirtltil to death. In order lo avoid the 
charge of mutiny, they determined to refuse the n§un] ndvnncc of 
pay for the tnontli of Jane, Each officer bound himfielf separately 
by a bond of £5CK) not to accept his conimlssion again If double batta 
were not restored."* ^ 

A fund was formed for the bidemaification of those who 
might be cashiered, or the purchaise of commissions for them 
in the King's service. To this fmid several of the civil bins 
and free merchanty eoniribiited, Chyc grasped at one* the 
gravity of the situation. The Mohrattas were tlucatenitig an 
invasian of Bengal. But not for a nioinent did Clive waver. 
He at once seat, by special messenger, a letter to the Councilt 
informing them of the critical state of affairs. He desired that 
they should write at once to the Madras Government and ask 
them that oil olTicers and cadets that could be ijpared should 
be held in readiness to embark for Betigal. The Madras Council 
should also be informed of the approach of the Mahrattas. 
On May 2 Clive beard from Sir Robert Barker that hb ofTjoers 
were as determined to resign their commissions as the oflicers 
under the comn^and of Sir Robert Fletcher. Clive wrote at 
once to the commanders of the three brigades^ ■ordermg Hiem 
to put under arrest any ofllcer whose conduct should come 
under the comitniction of mirtiny until a general court-niartial 
of field officers eonld be summoned. The Tmgleaders,'' he 
observed, of thijs affair must suffer the severest punishment 
that martial law can ijifllctt else there is an end of discipline 
in the army and of authority in the East India Company over 
all their servants/’ On May 4 Clive received a letter from 
Sir Robert Fletcher, enclosing a letter from forty officers of 
his brigade resigning their commisrious. They wrote: 

As It is from principle wc now resign the service^ it wauld give 
iis the grcatfrsl unea^ifiess should the affairs ol our honourable masters 
sutler by so suddeu n resignation. We have therefore resolved m 
serve them without pay of any kind, or b^iug esteemed offlcei^ \n 
thetr service, until the 15lh ol the present niontli of Mpy^ when nn 
answer mtiy be had from those geiilk-rncn of Llie Council who, wo 

■ Wilson, p. 
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kno-Wr have Lhe power al granting ns redressij or supplying our places 
wiLh other ofTieel*^s, provided yon desire ft. 

Our coiatnissions accompany tMs^ and we regnest you will keep 
I hem tiii the answer arrives,-' * 

On May 5 CUve icceived a letter from Sir Robert Rarker* 
informing liim that his afUeers bad stated their intentiqii to 
resign on Mny 1, but they were willing to serve untiJ the 15th 
of the month without pay. The ofBcexs of the two brigades 
had flt first intended to resign on June but wben they found 
the conspiracy tiad been discovered they resigned a month 
earlier, in the hope of escaping the jurisdiction of martial 
law% and they offered to serve till May 15 because they 
expected by that time the Mahrattas would take the field and 
Clive would be compelled to yield to their demands. They 
did not gauge the courage and deep determination of the 
man^ On May 8 Clive wrote to Sir Robert Barker: 

For my own pari, 1 must see tJic soldiers ^ bayou sis levelled at 
my thront, before I can be Induced to give way ; and tben, uol so 
niiich for I he preser^^atlon of my own life, as the temporary salvation 
of the Company : temporary only It can be, for I shall think Bengal 
in the uimos^i danger, when we are reduced to the necessity of sub¬ 
mit ting the civtl power to the mercy of men who hove gone lengtlis 
Ifiat will frighten and astonish all England/* ^ 

The same day Clive left Mnrahidabadp and proceeded by 
forced marches to Mongbyr, Whilst on the road he inter¬ 
cepted a letter from Cobnd Smith, commanding the brigade 
at AUalmbiidj addressed to the Select Committee* It stated 
that the Mahrattas had moved down the Jimum, and taken 
up a position nearly opposite Karah* He Wrote at once to 
General Smith: 

" In cosct therefore, the Mornttoes should still appear to in tend 
an Invasion, or In cas^ you apprehend a mutiny among the troops, 
but fn no other car^, you have my authority to make lenn$ wUh the 
officers of your Brigade, upon their leucleriiig their commhisl&us/* ^ 

Clive had sent in advance Majors Champion and Polier, 
and Captains Smith and Penx^n* in whom be had complete 

1 Brofrme, p, 577. » MalcoTm, VoL lit* pp. 1^15. 
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conlideiice, to f<eason "Bith the rcsigtied officers. They arrived 
at Monghyr an the 11th, but they could make little impression 
on the utBlcoutents, who declared that they had gone too far 
to recede, and that they were bound in honour to the other 
brigades to adhere to their resolution. Sir Robert Fletcher 
had never informed them* they said, of Clive» generous gift, 
for, Ivacl they been told of it, self-interest as well as gratitude 
would have prevented them from resigning the service. Several 
of them lamented that they never had the opportunity oC 
laying their whole case before Clive, and they expressed their 
determination to prevent or suppress a mutiny among the 
European troops. This was the gravest danger. The four 
officers took prompt steps to cheek it. Champion, ami Pearsoii 
proceeded to tlie camp of the sepoy battalions, while 1 olier 
and Captain F, Smith remained in tlje fort to watch events. 
The attitude of the Europeans became so tlireatening that 
Smith hastened to the sepoy camp, and marched two battalions 
to the fort. Entering it the next morning, the sepoys pro¬ 
ceeded to their oWo parade, which ooramanded the prindp^ 
gate. In the afternoon Smith reemved a message from Sir 
Robert Fletcher, saying that the European troops had mutinied. 
He immediately paraded the two battalions. He was the 
only European officer With them, but, placing the Native 
eonimaiLdan.t at the head of the rear battahon, he marcljed, 
by a detour, towards a hillock on which Was planted a saluting 
battery. Advancing in silence the sepoys reached, unnoticed, 
its base, aixtl then with a rush they captured it- Below the 
mormd Were seen the Europeans, under aims, on the point 
of leaving the fort. The siglU: of the sepoys with loaded nmslffits 
and fixed bayonets above them threw them into confusion. 
Smith told them that if they did not retire at once to their 
barracks he would fire on them.^ Sir Robert Fletcher now 
joined them. He addressed the men and distributed money . 
among tliern. “ Tliey now became quiet, and said that they 
had expected he would have placed himself at their head, 
otherwise tliey would not have thought of turning out; that 
. ^ BmOme, p. 582. 
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if such was not the case, their officers might gg where they 
pleased, but they would stay, aad live or die with him alone.” * 

While Sir Robert was on the parade several of the officers 
arrived and offered their services, but, not wishing openly to 
implicate himself, he tnrned them all out of the fort.- Rletcher 
sent at once to Clive a report of the cKcurrence, He wrote, 
regarding the conduct of the officers : 

" Some Pave been very troublcsDme and particularly Ifiose whom 
1 have all along SQJipected, and, ur/kue «ni/Jrffnee / ustd ttitrq ari to 
Sjain. in. Janaarjf fas/, trhen 1 htard thal the wbots ujfre to /arm a plan 
of quiltiiig the Brigade mithoui gioinQ ns\g warning. 1 eoeji went to 
far as ia approve of some of their tehemtt, thal they might do nothing 
without mg knoialcdge.'* * 

It was a very flimsy explanation. 

On May 15 Clive arrived at Monghyr. He was told that 
the officers wished to lay their ca.'?e before him, and that they 
accused Sir Robert Fletcher of being the instigator and con¬ 
triver of the whole conspiracy. Clive ordered a parade of 
all the brigade to be held the next day. Rarly tn the morning 
he entered the fort, and, after mspccting the Europeans, 
who “appeared in very good order, though very thinly 
officered,” he addressed them. He knew the British soldier 
ivell. He first explained to them that the double batta wa.s 
not a right but an occasional extraordinary allowance. In 
withholding it, the tioveriior and Council had only obeyed 
tile positive commands of the Court of Directors. He stated, 
in emphatic terms, that the action of these officers in resigning 
their commissions oa the same day was no less a crime than 
mutiny, for which the ringleaders would suHer tlie extreme 
penalty of the law, and the junior officers be deported to 
England, Then he made the moving appeal that he himself 
was a soldier, who had always been the friend of the army, 
and liad prov ed his interest in the officers and men by having 
recently established a fund for the support of all officers and 
soldiers who should be invalided in the service, and also 

^Broome, p. 589. 

*aive'i Letter la Carlaqia Eliehiinl SmlUi, Mttnghyr, May 13. I76fi. 
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for the widows of those who died. He exhorted them to be 
sober, right-thinking men, submissive to diseipline. He hc^ 
addressed the sepoys and praised them for being true to their 
salt. He then distributed honorary rewards umong the 
Xativti commandants and olHeers, and ordered double pay 
to be issued to the men for the months of May and June. 

“ The whole brigade was much pleased with these marks of 
regard fratu the commander in chief ; expressed their satis¬ 
faction and gratitude with decent acclamations ; and when 
they were dismissed from the parade retired srithout tumult 
and disturbance to their quarters.” * 

The officers who had beeu eTqjclIed from the fort encamped 
o short distance from Monghyr. Clive sent peremptory orders 
to them to leave at once for Calcutta, and he sent a detach¬ 
ment of sepoys to enforce liis commands. The malcouteuts, 
beaten and broken men, started in small parties for the capital. 
The next day Clive proceeded to BankVpore (Patna). On his 
arrival, he found that though the officers had resigned them 
commissions, only a feW liad insisted on immediate accept¬ 
ance. These Sir Robert Barker, who acted with great Bnimess 
and promptness, sent immediately to Calcutta. When Clive 
appeared on the scene, the rest retracted their resignations, 
and hound themselves to serve for three years, and not to 
resign at any time without giving a year’s notice. The brigade 
which caused Clive the gravest anxiety was the Second Brigade. 
A greater portion iif it was stationed at Suraipnr,* one hundred 
miles beyond Allahabad, in order to watch the movements 
of the Mahratta host. On .May 6 Colonel Ricliard Smith 
wrote to Clive from “ Tim tines of Serrajpore ” : 


" ‘With much surprise and conceriJ I acquaint you that the major 
part of the officers of this drlachment have wroLe to me for leave 

^ CnraC<:iaU, VoL III,, p, l!12. ,, , j i. iHII 

iSuraJpW " It has once benn o place of cottfliliralaie note, nJifl is »tm 
one of the most Oonrishlng town* In Ihc province ol Kofoh. It is pleasanUy 
timated apon the henks ol the Ganies. ahont one h^dred .^il f?*? 

N.W. juitl hj S- of Ailsihfll>ofU sth-uut one liiLntIrecI stnii testi mil^ 

OtiJt., and flboat fUtv-seven miles E, anil an hall N, ol Kalpee, wbieli 
an Uie li*nts ol ttifl JonuiH, fiver empties lUeLE Into the C^flJiges sLt Aiuar 

tiabad.Wbii, p. 131 
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to r^ign thtir cqnuuissloii^ i some bav^^ iltjmiiiid'edL Ui^Jr dischsir^e 
immed^tEly^ oUiErs at Uifi explratlori of th.^ month ^ , The officers 

of the garrisoii at Allah ahptl have also signed a request of the same 
nature/' 

Colouel Smithj in the geAcral orders of the plainly 
expressed liis opinion of theif conduet i 

** This is a behaviour m fareign to every thing that has the least 
connection with honourp that the colonel blushes to find his eountry- 
men con so readily sacrifice their own rtpntMtion to any private vrews 
or considerations -whatsoever: Vffhen these honourable motives have 
no longer any lalluenceT the servlee ol such ofiicers is by no means 
desLrohle/* ^ 

The officers protested against hU cerksurep He bluntly 
replied to their letter tliat ** the first point of honour in all 
officers of the army should be fidelity to the state they 
scTxc,^' and he ordered those who resigned immediately to 
be sent to Calcutta. He wrote to the officers in garrison at 
Ahaliabad i 

" I Inti^at you^ gentlemeii, for your own honour, for my honoiir^ 
and for the honour ol the regiment, to weigh wed this matter ; view 

I beseech yon, divested of prcjndlcct ond suffer not yoTarsclves to 
be trifled with against your better iudgment/^ * 

He added: 

'' I conjure you not wuntoniy to abandon your fair pros^pects in thU 
acrvlcfr; and as 1 have not yet transmitted your request to the com* 
mlttcOp i cannot receive a Jaster satisfaclion than a desire from you 
to suppress it'" * 

They sent the mutinous reply: We plainly perceive by 

your not tramnutting onr letter to the council, that we are 
trifled witht and are unanunously resolYcd to set out for Cal¬ 
cutta the 20th instant.’^ * Major Smith, who commanded at 
Allahabad, aware of the danger of liis position, sont to Surajpur 
for a battalion of sepoys. They pii^jhed down at once, and 
arrived ut Allahabad, having performed a march of one hm^dred 
and four miles in fifty-four hour$. Major Smith at once put 
every oHiccr except four under urrest, and he informed them 
that “ if they presumed to break their arrest, or attempted 

1 Coracdob, ^oL ItJ., p. 195. ■ p. ilAMi. » p. SiUl. * itltL, p. 
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to roise any disturbance in the fort, the seapoys should have 
orders to put erery one of them to death. This spirited 
behaviour produced immediate submission, and he soon released 
them all, except the gentlemen of the deputation, and four 
others, whom he thought proper to send prisoners to Patiia.”^ 
Dilonel Richard Smith, having secured tranquillity in the camp, 
and trusting to the fidelity of the sepoys, ordered the and 
European Hegiraent, with its mutinom otUcers, to proceed 
to Calcutta. 

The spirit of mutiny was effectually subdued. Letters 
came from the majority of the offieers, apologetic and inter¬ 
cessory, They admitted they had been indiscreet, and they 
prayed to be restored to the service. Towards the chiefs 
and leaders of the conspiracy unbending severity was shown. 
They were tried by a court-martini at l*atna, and sentenced 
to be cashiered, the severest sentence of military' law not 
being passed in deference to the doubts of the Council whetlier, 
under the then stale of the law, the punishment of death 
could be lawfully inflicted in the Indian Army for mutiny. 
Sir Robert Fletcher was tried by a court-martial, and the 
sentence was, “ That having been guilty of mutiny, excited 
sedition; the Court adjudged him to be cashiered." * Most 
of the junior oUicers were pardoned anti restored to the ser* 
vice. At the time of the mutiny Clive was the resolute, ener¬ 
getic, stem ruler, but he reserved his noblest nature for the 
moment of forgiveness. 

During Clh'c’s stay in Bengal a Congress was held at 
Chupra, at which Clive, Curnac, the Jiawab Vhtier, and the 
Emperor’s Minister were present. Here was laid," Clive 
wrote to the Court: 

»'tbe loandalian of a treaty lielwftn the Company,, the Vizier, anil 
the Jaut and Rohillu chiefs, fur their mciusl defence and security 
n gainst ad al tempts of the Mali ara lias to invade I heir several 
dominions. But his Lordship and General Camac, from constderalion 
of the little advantage the Company would deduce from such distant 
allies in case of an Invasion, chose to leave this matter uidinlslied, 
and to entrust Sujah id Dowlah with the manogtnienl of such treaties 

* Caraci^aiii Yol. ill., p. 204. * ibi^„ p, 215. 
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as ht tnlghi Lhltik couvmtmt for hia qwu. and ih^ Company's weltsre j 
but he Is not to conclude any things nar cuter Into any absolute agrcc' 
ment, vrlthout ]ia\iBg previously acquainted the president with every 
propo&fd, and obtained his approbation/^ * 

Some deputies from the Mnhratta chiefs urere also present 
at Chupra, and from them and Ibe letters they brought it 
became evident that the Mahratta forces were assenibled at 
the Emperor's requisition ^d upon his positive assurance 
that an Englislt army would join them to escort Imn to Ills 
capital. His great and natural desire was to regain the 
Imperial capita] and mount the marble throne at tlic Imperial 
palace fortress overlooking the broad waters of the Jumna. 
Clive wrote to the Court: His Majesty has indeed laboured 
hard by every artifice of peTsuasicm> intrigue, and negotia¬ 
tion, to succeed in his favourite scheme^ which we are con¬ 
vinced would tcTEiiinate in accomplisliiiig his ruin, and 
destroying the peace of the whole empire.'* 

On July 30, 1766, Clive, after many months' absence , 
returned to Calcutta. The first important subject which 
engaged his attention was the salt trade. He laid a Minute 
before the Couiieil on September 3, in w’hioh he observed that 

freni my observetion when 1 was last up the Count ly and from tlic 
heavy complaints against Huropeaiis of the inoDopoly of Trade Ln 
general, 1 find that the industrious Native is sLUJ deprived of that 
shora to which bo hm an undoubted, and a more natural right, unr 
IS it yet on that equitable footing which jastjee and htunaaity would, 
1 am sure. Incline Ibis Committee to establish/^* 

He therefore proposed as a plan for nest year ; 

1st.—Thai ail salt provided by the Society of Ttade should 
be sold at CalcnttOt and at the other places where it is jtoade, 
and nowhere else. 

2ndly.—That the price of salt should not exceed tw'o 
Rupees per Man ml {50 lb.) or Rs. 200 per I0t> Mannd^. 

Srdly,—^Tliat the salt should be sold to Natives^ oolyp who 
were to have the liberty of transporting it over Bengal^ Behar 

^ To the HouDUTJililo the Couft of Dheclofs, Fort WlUiaui, SepLemtier S, 
17Slt The letter Is ilgned by ClUve, J. Caruflc. H. YereJit, bill W 35 wrllLen 
by ClLve. * Long'a p. 449. 
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and Orissa, " and to have the whole profits arising from the 
sale thereof, and that no Company’s Servant, free Merchant, 
or European shall be concerned in that article directly or 
mdirectiy after tlic sale of it at the above places/’ 

4thly,—That the Calcutta Native merchants should be 
limited to a certain proportion of purchase, hut that no banyan 
or servant whatever belonging to any European should be 
included or have any concern therein. 

5tUly._ A heavj’’ penalty was to be exacted if the salt was 

sold at any market “ tor one cowrie ” above the market price. 

The Committee acoepted tlie proposals, and on September 8 
a Committee of Trade was fonned for carrying the plan into 
execution during tlie ensuing year. The same day Clive 
wrote thus to hia ^vife i 

Calcutta. 

1 have receiv’d Abundance of Letteis each of which added to my 
Salistactlon in hearing that my dearest TVlft, Children, Relations and 
t'riends were aU well. In return for all this good News 1 am to Infonu 
You that 1 have almost laid aside all thoughts of my Journey Overland, 
not from any Conviction that it would he cither tedious, dangerous or 
disagreable, but from the Situation oI the Companys ADairs which 
will not permit me to leave India before the hitter Eiid of January 
when I have agreed to take my Passage on the JJrKannifl Cup' Rous 
without somclbinff very extraordinary in deed should happen to prevent 
me, and I flatter myself with the plensing hopes of seeing Berkeley 
Square In July 17li7 — .Mun, Slracbey, <t Doctor Ingham who are 
tolerably well the always complaining, will accompany me, Mun 
with about 25,000, MT Strachey 18,000 Di Ingham 16,000 & M* 
PhUpotl 3000, all my other followers you know are dead— 

1 inlonn'd You last Year that young iC KelsalJ was appointed 
one of the Council at this Presidency he enjoys his Health very well 
A if he only lives 3 Years he wlU infnilihly return to England with 

40 or 50,000 be is at this Instant worth 8 or 10,000— 

You will he surprised to learn that for these lO Weeks past I 
have enjoy’d a better State of Health and am freer from Pain than 
Irom my lirst Attack at Madrass in the Year 1752, this Is entirely 
owing to an Accldenl, being troubled with the Cbollck for a few Hours 
1 made use of a Shawl to wrap round my Wolste which secur'd my 
Stomach the injur'd & weaken’d Part from Colds A, kept up such a 
const ant persplmlJtiu that 1 have been tolerably easy ever since 
and 1 make no doubt hut I shall conllnue so" 

I have already sent You Abundance of MusUns and ullier fine 
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I now send You more as p! imclosed Lists under Cbarge of 
C&ptalu Smith of Lhe Lord Camden who 1 om sure will tixke great 
Care ol tbem, 1 have order'd Polly Boiiors lo make you ahoul fiO 
Smickelts out of the hnesl long Cloth and Iklorees^ 1 have likewise m 
my Possession one of the Sn?s<t Pearl Necklaces that was ever seen 

L 

not worth less than 2000 this Is the only valuable Present t have 
ever receiv'd which was given me by the Vliier Sujah Dowlnh^ail 
these fine things 1 shad brhig home Mysed with a great many 
Shaw^ls 

I um glad to find You like Walcol so welt & that Lhe House is 
made m habitahlr Lho 1 am ol Dplnlon it will prove too dump for me 
aud that I shall be oLUgetl to take up my Habitation Ln some of Lhe 
drier Counties such as Derkshlre or Hampshire, BaLh I shad frequent 
much because I am sure of receiving great Benefit from Lbo WaterSp 
how'ever You may ted Daddy King I slid propose to make the Tour 
ol llaly iolonn nko that in (h^nsequence oI his Recommendation 
of i^T Colvld I have appointed him CormnJsary to one of the Brigades 
which will he an Addition of 210 K per Monlh to his Pay as Writer 
besides this he has an Opportunity of carrying his Wife np with him, 
the living at Calcutta which is become one of the most extravagant 
Places ill the WorlcJ must have ruin'd them fioth in a few Months, 

Your Relalion Carter Is a musl deserving Young Man I gave 
him n Commission immediately upon his Arrival and the General 
has Eiiiee made him bk Brigade Major the 2 Duearreds have behaved 
hicumpambly wed^ the Captain £ have given a Batallion of Seapoys 
and appomied him to Ihc Conmiand of dial) ah a d one nf the most 
advantagious things In Bengal, the Writer I have taken into my own 
Family — J was determin'd to make this a most agreabie and wedccme 
Letter und I think It cannot be otherwise for it contains nothing but 
good Mews. 

What can I say n^ore than that I am 

YT Affectionate 

Cnrvn * 

Clive recognised that the Governor of Bengal was no longer 
carrying on the business of a trading Companybut the business 
of a mighty State. He realised that all the funetions of 
government had been palsied by its head bemg absorbed in 
his own private business. He considered that a governor 
should be placed in such a state of independence tirat his 
judgment would not be influene«l by his persumLl interests* 
The w elf lire of thb great Coiiipany»’' he wrote in a Minute 
which he laid before the Select Committee on September 23 ^ 
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should be the sole study of GoTemur; attached to that 
point aloite hLs measures could neveF be thwarted by the tiialice 
of opposition* because they would all be proposed for the 
public good, and actions -will always be justified* or condemned 
from the principles ou which they are foundedp'* ' He there' 
fi>re proposed that the Governor should fcecive a comimaisiDu 
of 1| per cent- upon the revenues, andt in ret unit should take 
a solemn and public oath and bind hiutself in a penalty of 
£l5DpOOo to derive no emolument oar advantage from his situa¬ 
tion as Covemor of Bengal lieyond this conumsslon, with the 
usual salary and perquisites of the office- Clive thus concluded 
the Minute; 

'■ AJthou§Ji by these mearts a Govcmcr will not be oble lo amass 
a rortunc of a million or half a nillljon In Lbc space of two or three 
years, yet be will acquire a very handsome Independency and be 
in that very sllnation which a man of nice honour, and tnie leal far 
the service would wish lo possess. Thus situated^ he may defy all 
opposition in Counen ; he wUl have nalhing to ask, nothing to pro¬ 
pose blit what he means for tlie advantage of bis employers j he 
may defy the Law* because there can be no foimdalloTi for a Bill uf 
Discovery ; and be may defy the Dbloquy of the world, heennse there 
can be nothing censurable in his conduct. In short if stabHily can 
be insured to such a Govemmeiit as thia where riches have been 
acquired In abundance m a smait space of tiaie by all ways and meims, 
and by men w^ilh or wit boat capacities* it must be effected by a 
Governor thus restricted, and I shaN thiTik it an honor, ff my proposal 
he approved to set the lirst example.'*' * 

Ou October 1 the mayor and aldermeii assembled at the 
Town Halb and, in tl^e presence of the Council, Clive^ as Presi¬ 
dent, took the oath^ The Company^ s servants^ and the resd 
of the mhabitants, w'cre desired to ntteud on the occasion. 

This was the last public act in Clive’s Indian career* the 
act of a faithful public servant, anxious to secure administrative 
integrity. He had writteu to his wife in cheerful terms regard¬ 
ing his health, hut his long jnarelies in the steamy monsoon 
^ason of the year, and the perpetual mental strain and anxiety 
to which he hud been subject, had affected his highly sensitive 
consLitution- Towards the end of October there was a com- 

^ JfrW.p pp. 451-2L 
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plete nerrous breakdown. They took him, nway from Calcutta 
to a house in the eountr^% where he remained in seclusion all 
Novemher, On December 4 Carnac wrote to Lady Clive i 

His Lordship liaa had liis mind so toiiUnually upon the GLrRin 
In studying the Gonipaiiy's Interest, & his stomueh being from the 
malignancy of Lhe Clkoale overcharg'd wllh htle, from both these 
causes hfs nerves have been affected in lhe most violent man ner i 
and it grieved me beyond measure to see a Person endued with KUch 
extraordinary firmness so oppressed Ln his spirits as to exceed any 
degree of hyslcries I was ever Mltness to. I was the more shock'd 
as i had never seen him so before^ but MT Ingham Itiforms me, he 
bad a Like alLack, or rather worse, In England, & he, who from his 
long & close attendance upon His Lordship must be well acquainted 
with hJs constittilion, has never judged him to be in any Danger. 
It was thought proper la move my Lord to Eamsut, where We keep 
him clear of business, & from the change of ah with the help of bark 
the bUe is wholly thrown oat of his blood. I did not go near him for 
some Days Jest my presence might recall his atLenLioD upon pubHc 
affairs, wlueh we InduEtrlousfy avoid to prevent his being agitated ; 
but having waited upon him yesterday at his desire, it is with the 
most inexpressible joy I can assure You from my own observation 
that his dejection of mind la considerably abated. It Is yet uiiccrtnhi 
whelher he will hove collecied his spirits sufflciently to write himsidf;, 
but 1 will detain Ihii^ address llil the last moment In order to give 
You the latest possible advices, ^ shall forward it with the private 
packet to Ml Secretary James who will transmit it to You. It wDl 
be some nUevmUan to yonr concem for His Lordship^s indUposiUon 
to know that bat for Ibis clrcumsLajice It H uncertain whether He 
might not have been engaged to continue here another year^ whereas 
now our departure is absolutely determined m, d the Britaiuua Is 
getting ready witb aU expedition to convey ns home. 

Y'otir Ladyship will be too much affected by the occasion of this 
address to admit my Introducing with propriety any other subject, 

I shnil therefore conciade with Oie osesurauee of my mast fervent 
wishes of every happlnt^s to You lit Y^onrs^ & of my being with all 
possible respect regard. 

My dear Madam, 

Y'out Ladysliip^s 

Much obliged ^ most truly 

devoted humble Servian! 

Jo£Lv ^ 

On December 15 Carunc again wrote to Lady Clive : 

" As mj letter cannot be longer delayed I came here (Barasut) 
to day hi order that 1 might close ft with the most aulhentlc infonna- 

* Powli 
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tiop of His Lordship. I have Lhe wtislaclioii to find him recover'd 
from every bodily complultit, & much mended of the malady of his 

mind, yet a languor still hongs abuiit wMch it ts possHile may 
nol be InLirely rtmoved iUJ We have got hijn to sta.*' ^ 

On December 8 two letters reached C-aleutta, one aildressed 
to the President imd Committeei the other to the l^resident. 
Thc Letter to the Committee, dated May ITM, opens 
with an earnest request to Clive to remain another year io 
India. 

“ As Stability to Your Plans for a Peaeeabk Possession of Our 
Acquisitions Olid a lliorougb Relormation in Our Servants in general 
are objects ol the greatest Importance, and In which the presenre 
of Lord Clive lit esitentially necessary. We made It Our Unanimous 
and Earnest Request that Bis Lordship would continue another 
Season in Bengal, aud which We here again repeal, in eonfldence and 
hopes of Bis Lordship’s ready acquteseeiice to com pleat what he lias 
laid so good a foundailon fur, as you will observe hy the accampanying 
Triplicate of a Leltet We Addressed to His Lordship dated the 2iid 
Instant, which, as the occasloxi was so Important, sent Of'erfmidp 
for fear the ilfercurp, by which you will receive this, shoukl nol reach 
Bengal before the deporture of ITIs l*ordship/* 

The DirectcpTS w'cre niDSft apologetic in their tones 

You must not, Ihercfnre, look on the following Obsersi^ations 
and Direct Inns as carrying any disapprobation of your Conduct In 
general, hut as reflections that occur to Us on the Jlrsi view of aHalrs 
so lotaEy New to Us; and We trust enilrtiy to the conlbiijance of 
your Zcxdous endeavours to bring this great work to perfection/* 

It gave them great pleasure to tlmt the War with 
Smija Dmla ended so conforniable to Our “ equally 

politick and prudent are the concessums in favour of the 
King,” it is with teal pleasure We observe the good Efiects 
of Regimeuting Our Troops/^ but they euiphatically condeumed 
the regulations regarding the salt trade. They wTote: 

** With respect to the Company^ it is neither consistent w^ith their 
Honour nor their Dignity to promote such an Exclusive Trade, as 
it is now more immediAtciy Our Interest and Duly to Prat eel and 
Ghensh the Inliabitaiiis, and to g^vc them no occasion to look on 
eveiy Englishman ns their national Enemy^—a Scniiment We think 
such a monopoly would necessarily suggest. We cunnoL ihercforc^ 
approve the plan you have sent us for trading in SalL Beetle Nutt, 

^ Pewis 
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Mrt Tobacco^ or adTiiit of this Trade in any Shape whatever; and 
do hertby Confirm oor former Orderii for it's entire aboULion. And 
We miut here observe to you that We contlniiu In the same Opinion 
whJefa you find espres^d in Our Letters ol the 24th December and 
19tli February lastp that every one concerned in this Trade* even 
before receipt of our Letter ol the 1st June 3764, has been guilty of 
a breach of his Cov^enants/' 

They added ; 

''And here vie must enjoin you to have particular regard and attention 
to the good of the Natives* whose LiteresL and welfare are now become 
our prim;iry care j and wc earnestly recommend It to you that you 
ta}ce the most effectnal Methods to prevent these great Nccessarjcs 
of Life from being Monopolized by the Rich and Great among them¬ 
selves* anil by that means the pour and Indigent becoming liable to 
those Grievances and Exactions which we mean to prevent our own 
People from being guilty of/' 

In their letter to Clivc they agahi express m the w'annest 
terms their approval of his administration^ and they entreat 
hinL in the closing paragriipli of theh letter* to continue In 
the government of Bengal for another year. 

" We have the most perfect sense," they wrote* "of yonr Lord- 
ship's dlsintcresiedness in every part of your conduct, and w€ shah 
not fall to represent ihU to the proprietors* and, shall at the same 
time Lnforni them of the many great advantages your Lordship hajfi 
obtained for the Company; but we fear* my Lord, past expedenca 
will tench llicm as It does ns» thnt the permajicncy of those advantages 
will depend much on your Lordship's continuing in India* till you 
have seen the regulations firmly established for the conducting these 
Important affairs : Another year’s experience nud peaceable enjoy¬ 
ment of our acquisitlnnsp might fix tliem on a basis that would give 
hopes they may be as lasting as they are great; and there Is no doubt* 
my Lord* but the general voice of the proprietors* indeed we may say* 
of every man who wishes well to his country^ will be to join in oor 
request* that your Lordshjp will continue another year in India ; 
We are very sensible of the sacriflee wc ask your Lordship to make, 
in desiring your continuance another year In BeugaL after the great 
ijervice you have rendered the Company, and the difficulties you 
have passed through in accomplishing them* under c[rcuD:tstanco5* 
In which your owTt example has been the princlp^d means of restraining 
the getieral repacjonsnesa and corniption, which had brought our 
affairs so near the brink of min : These services, my Lord, deserve 
more than verbal acknowledgments; and we have no doubt that 
the proprietors will concur with ns in opinion, that some sold and 
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permanent retritnition^ ^dequata to your great merits^ slioiilEj crown 
yoor Lordship'S labours and success.” ^ 

The of Clive’s health rendered it impots^ible for him 

to concede to the Directors’ request- Four days after he 
received their letter, he -wrote to them: 

It Is now a montb since I have been in so deplorable a stale of 
heaitb^ as to be wholly unable to attend to business ; and it is past 
a doubt, that I cannot snrvive the malignity of this dim ate another 
year. Thus, useless sa 1 am become to the Company, and withonl 
the least prospect oI recovery In Bengal^ I emmot douht you will 
concur with me in opinion, of the absolute necessity of reluming to 
my native country/* ^ 

Morieovetj ho told tl>em he had already accomplished mo^t 
of the objects for which they Wished him to renusin- 

** The spirit of opposition and cxlraviigaiicc hud been snbducd — 
a dangerous mutiny eftectually queiJed, and an example made of the 
ringleaders—stability had been given to the army by new articles 
ol service—^thc conduct of the Council towards Shuja Dowta, in 
restoring Mm ail his dominions, after he had been reduced by conquer 
to the very lowest ebb of rorUiuc—^the regular paycut lit to Ibe king 
of the tribute:, which had never been puld to former Moguls* exeepUng 
in the plentilude of power and authoilty — the payment of the chout 
to the Muhratios, and the Influence which the Invariable success of 
our arms had produced^ — alt combined lo place the interests and 
power of the Company on a firm and advantageons hnsls, and, at 
the same tiniEi^ to convince the native stiites ^ that our ambition ei- 
tenils noL beyond maintenanGe of our present poseessionst and that 
one of OUT first principles of government is juslice. * 

Such being the true state of the case, to what purpose/" he added, 
should I continue longer in a climate, which would cerUimly prove 
fatal to me at the end of unoLher year ? " * 

On January 1767, Cliwo^ with faltering steps, reached 
the President’s chair, and asked the secretary to read a letter, 
in which he informed them that the judgment of his physician 
declared that he had “ no prospect of recovering health or 
even of preserving life but by on iminediate e^nbarkatlon for 
my native country.” After paying a handsome tribute of 
praise to the members of the Cntmnittee, who had aided him 
in the critical task of reforjn, he exercised the privilege given 

^ Commaui Boporti Appcmils No. 74, ^ AuticTi p. 165- 

pp, 165^. • f-infef-, p* 1004 


Governor of Bengal 335 

him by the Court of coatinimig the existence of the Select 
Committee and naminating fresh niembers* He tUeu prm^eded 
to lay before them that system of politics ^vliieij be coasidered 
ought to he preserved after he fiad resigned the important 
charge of the Company's affairs in Bengal. 

" My Ideas wllh I hope, be found consistent with my AcILods ; 
and Yon, who arc so [tiUttmlely acquainted with my Heart and Prin- 
cipleSi will consider the Substance ol this Address, not as an lustra c- 
tion, hut rather as a Refreshment to your Memory' ol the great out¬ 
lines of Govemment which 1 drew for my ewu Guidance^ and which 
the most mature DcUberatlont its well as Success, emboldens me to 
recommend to your future Notice," 

The first point which he offered to their consideration was 
the form of goyemment. 

We are sensible that since the Acquisition of the Dewanny the 
Power formerly bcloDglng to the Soubah of these Provinces is totally 
ill Fad vested iu the East India Company. Nothliig reinaiiis to 1dm 
but the Name and Shadow of Anlhority^ This Name, however* tliis; 
ShadoWji it Is indispensably necessary wc should seem to venenaie^ 
Eveiy' Mark of Distinction and Respect mnst be shewn him, and He 
himself encouraged to shew his Resen (men L upon the least wmit of 
Respect from olber Nailons."^ 

To employ the Company's ser\'aritSf as collectors would be 
declaring the Company to be the executive power, la exercis¬ 
ing their power he warned them—a warning which has beim 
too oftcu neglected* as the Settlement Reports shovv—that 
you ought not to be very desirous of increasing the Revcitues 
especially where it ctm only be effected by oppressing the 
Landlioiders and Tenants.” He warned them against dele¬ 
gating too much power to the army, anci fearing that the 
spirit of corruption and insubordination should revive, be 
dwelt upon the necessity not only of making orders and regu¬ 
lations, but having them promulgated and enforced. He 
observed i 

" No Regulation can be carried iiilo Evecution, no order Obeyed* 
If you do not make rigorous Examples of the Disobedient Upon this 
Point I rest the Welfare of the Company In BengaL The Servants 
are now brought to a proper Sense of their Duty ; if you slacken the 
Reins nl Government, Affairs will soon revErt to their former OianneU ; 


The Life of Lord Cli\'^e 


536 

Anarcti^^ And ComipUaEi will agalri: provaiU JLn^^r with a dcw 

Victory, be too headstrong for ajiy future ErTofEii of Go\emnient+ 
Recall to yniir Memories the maay Attempts tJial have been made 
in tlie clvU and rntlJtary Dcparlment^ to overcome oiir authority and 
to set ap a kind of Didepertdeiicy against the tUnirt of Directors J 
RfOcci also upon the resolate Measures we have parsued, and Lheir 
wholesome effecls. Dinobedlence to legal Power Is I ho first step of 
SedltJon, and palUhUve Hemedies effect no Cure, Every tender coni- 
pliance, every Condescension on your Parts, will only encanrflge 
more Hagrunt Attacks^ which will dolly cncrease In strength, and he 
fti last In vatu resisted, Mncli of onr Time has been employed in 
correcting Abuses, The imporlant work has been proseculed wlLb 
Zeal, Djiigence^ and Disinterestedness, and vre have had the Happiness 
to see omr Labours crowned with Suecess, I leave the Country In 
Peace ; I leave the mllitaiy auii civil Departments under DbscipUnc 
ainl Suhordlnatlou : it Is Lncnmbenl upon you to keep them so, Vou 
have Power; You have Abilities ; Yon have Integrity: lel it not be 
Sffcid that you are deficient iu Hesolutloiu I repi^ut that you must not 
fall to exact the most implicit Ohedience to your orders, Dismiss nr 
suspend from tlie ScrvicB any Man who shall dare to dispute youc 
authority. II you deviale from Lbe Principles upon W'liith we have 
hitherto acted, and upon which yen arc conscious yfn] ought to pro^ 
ceedp Or if you do not conilnuo to make a proper Use of llinl Power 
with which you arc Investcd, I shall hold myself acqnlitcilT as 1 do 
now protest against the Cowsequences*'^ 

On January 2-t the Select Committee wrote n letter answer¬ 
ing the Court’s Dispatch dated May 17, to w'tiieh Lord 
Clivers severe indisposition had obliged xis to defer mnking 
any particular reply/* The most important point discuss^ed 
w'jis the C<iurt*s peromptciiy' orders regarding the salt trade. 
Clive considered his plan for the management of the salt as 
One of the most importimt works of bis adjnmistralioni It 
had stocjd the tesd of a yearns working, and the defects which 
experience had revealed bad been niendeiL The Court ordered 
the immediate aholition of the plan^ but they deferred settling 
the crucial point—in what other way the inadequate .salaried 
of their servants were to be inereasedp Clive knew it Would 
be fatal to the interest of the Company to create a legitimate 
discontent among the civil servants and field officers by abolish¬ 
ing the expedient for increa^^ing their inadequate incames with¬ 
out first increasing their salaries. He had reason to expect 
that when the Court received their dispatch of September 3 
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they would reconsider the orders they had sent, and eounter- 
mand thetii. On January 16 the Select Cominittee resolved 
that the Society of Trade ahould be abolished, and the inland 
trade totally relinquished, on September 1 following. In 
their letter to the Court (January 34, 1767) they remarked: 

'* Your orders are positive, and tlicrcfore our oljcdlciice sbal] be 
implicit. Accordingly you will observe In our proceedings, that the 
society for conducting Uds branch ol IraiBck stands absolutely aboJ- 
hlied on the first day of September neit. The confracts for the 
present year being formed, and large advances made, !t was impossible, 
wIlhouL ruin to Individuals, and confaslon to the public, to fix an 
earlier dale for the execution of your ordorfi." 

Tlicy informed their employers: 

" Although our duty obliges iis la pay the strictest obedience to 
your peremptory orders for abolishing a trade to which you express 
so strong an aversion, the samB duly requires we should freely ofler 
our sentiments upon a subject in which we think your Immediate 
interest, the good of the service, and the public welfare, arc deenly 
concerned.** 

They reininded them that the Court and the Proprietors 
had found it necessary to restrain their civil and military 
servants from receiving presents—‘ those advantages to which 
they had for so many years been accustomed.” It was now 
proposed that the Company should make such an increase in 
investments, particularly in silk, “ as will effectually deprive 
yoiLT of the usual benefits arising from private trade,” 

A trade by sea in the manufactures of the country was “ the 
only remaining channel for the ffxertion of indiistrjs that 
likewise is choaked up by those shoaJs of free tnercfiants annually 
Imported* who being incumbered witJi no pubUe business, nor 
confined to residenec in Bengal, ean carry on i% free trade 
with every* port in India, to much greater advantage than your 
servants/* The Select Comniittee proceeded to state: 

"Taking all these crrcumstances into cipnsl deration ; Teficctlrig 
also up an the great Increase of Injury of late yesrs^ in consefjncnce 
of the sudden influx of wealLh, anil that it will not be praetJeabie for 
a tioie to reduce Ihc charges of to the preseni m^azis of support¬ 

ing Lhoisc charges, we adapted^ in consequence of your permission, 
the plan of a regulated and restricted inland trade* the best method 
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u MwartlSiiE laillifol sen Ices, the sqtmL means to excite zcid, niid the 

lolrtst mode of carrying on a bencdcUil trade, witbont 

nil the advantages we have httherto received, or siib]ecting toe 

to tftose eiicroaciini^nts on ttictr natomi fig^itSp ol wliich t a 

■with Ion mueli reason complained. . « j « 

" Our Idler by the Camden, and proceedings by the Crn/fcJirten. 
will explain to you tbc rcgulalfons ol the original plan of the socle y, 
which look place in the month of September last. Under 
IftfioDs the trade can scarce be considered In the odfoi^ HgW « _ 
monopoly, since we are rallier aHcnts for maQiifadamig the suit, than 
the proprietors ol the trade. It Is sold in Cnlculla to Ibc natives only 
and to the nttcr exclusion of all Europeans, at an easier rati than U 
ever could he proenred when under Ihc management of l ie gavem- 
menl before we were admitted to any participation. The natives 
transport it to all the dlflerenl parts of the country, under such limita¬ 
tions that it must reach the hands of the consumer at a stated and 
moderale price. Hereby the people sensibly feel the iusUce and lemty 
of vour government; and your servants, who have atUmed the 
highest slallons, alter a course of many years spent in this unfavourable 
climate, reap the reward of Ihrir servdtes, and enjoy Ummoflnsol 
securing that independence to which they have so equitnhle a claim. 

*' VS^ are now directed totally to renounce oil slinrc and Ueiiclit 
arising from this trade ; it must be made over to the natives. The 
guvernmeut must of course come into possession ; nor can it he <^ed 
on otherwise than upon the ancient footing of farming It out to the 
minlsteis, officers, favourites, and dependents on Hie government, 
who will rear immense fortunes upon the oppresaon and rum ol liic 
nuhUc in despite of our utmost inDiience and endeavours, t hese are 
Krese^l suspicions; time alone can verify oim conjectures 
You no doubt, will malurely consider how far it is probable nien wlU 
contlmie honest against alt the seductions of private mt«cst; ^d 
whether if may not be ncccssaiy to strenetben the tics of that duly 
i4eS-from your servants, by the Ugbter bonds of gmtitude for 
the amuenee which they enjoy during the time of their swvilud^e, and 
the independency they ought to secure before the dose of their 

labours." 


The Directors were, however, impervious to arguments, 
and Clive’s scheme was discontinued by them after two years 
trial. They had not the wisdom to frame any other plan 
regarding the increase of salaries, and all the evils that Clive 
predicted came to pass. Peculation and corruption among the 
Company’s servants revived and continued until Lord Corn 
waUia. more than a quarter of a century later, introduced 
and established the principle, for which Clive so zealously con¬ 
tended, of allowing liberal salaries to the heads of responsible 
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offices, and of abolishing aU perquisites luid eraoiujnents, 
whether undefined OJ defined.* 

The dispatch which Clive wrote ia defence of his scheme 
for rewarding faithful services Was the last of the State papers 
which he drafted during his official career^ These dispatches 
and minutes ate ex:actJy what the soldier adfninistrator was 
sure to produce—strong and genuinci iUuniinated by the 
statesman's foresight and dear judgment. The accounts of 
his early camp&igus mid battles whidi be supplied to Orme 
for his hijstor\' are vivid ami clear^ In Clive the lance has 
not duUed the pen, nor the pen the lanee/^ Ke was a chiLinpiun 
of history, and the varieties of government and institutions 
were his favourite study- In his letters we have echoes of 
PopCf and quotations from the andents, according to the 
fashion of the era. He took advantage of the facilities offered 
him as Governor in the encouragement of learned and scientific 
pursuits, Francis Gladwin, one of the first on the long roll 
of the illustrious Oriental scholars Who iicrved the Company^ 
owed his admission into their service to Clive. On April 26, 
1760, Strachey wrote to Gladwin: HLs Lordship directs me 
to assure you, that if the recommendations he gave you, some 
time ago, should not procure you an appointment in the Com¬ 
pany's sei^'icc, he w-id further exert Ms interest in your behalf, 
nor kesi^d till the point be attained.” * It was Warren Hastings* 
knowledge of Fersinn that caused Clive to select him for political 
work, and it was under the close pexsonal directiirship of Clive 
that Hastings graduated in Indian politics. A knowledge of 
the language* habits, and customs of the people was the 
strongest title to Ms favour. 

Like all men who have a natural aptitude for the military 
profession, the study of the physical features of a country 
bad a great attraction for him. He took a special interest in 
the \mrk of the young engineer offieer James Rennell, who 
has Won a place in the first rajik of geographers. Renndl, 
when a midshipman, had, like Clive, distinguished Mmself 

I Tlie Adiabintratloni ol Great Brltaiq, 17fl3-lSaO/^ by Sir G. C- Lewis, 
p ^55. i Malcolm. Vot IIL* p- 164- 
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at the siege of Pondicherry, Six y ears later he joined the BcT^al 
Army, In 1763, when only twenty-one years of age, he was 
appointed Snneyor-General of Bengal. Clive encouraged him 
to carry out his gigantic labours in tlic field—‘the survey of 
Bengal—and rendered Iiim every assistance. During the last 
year of his service Oive ordered a survey to be nxade of the out¬ 
lets of the Ganges, Soundings were to be taken of the numer¬ 
ous creeks and channels, and resultuig charts drawn. Which 
he considered were likely to aftord itmny new and advanta¬ 
geous dircetions for our navigation. 

The whole of his administration bears witness to the vigour 
and versatility of his intellect. Wlicn working at his large 
measures of civil and piilitary reforms, the rough drafts of 
his Minutes and letters show that he did not neglect tlic 
most subordinate details. Broken in health, he laboured With 
unflagging vigilance for the good of the great provinces over 
which he ruled to the end. Do discovered that in the Weighty 
letter which he had laid before his colleagues on January 16 
he had omitted rceoinniendations which he considered Would 
be conducive to the future contentjnieiit and Welfare of Bengal- 
He therefore, on January 24, addressed another letter to the 
Select Committee, in Which he observed : 

" Tht‘ people of Ihfs country have liUle or no idea of a divided 
power; they iniaginc that all authority is vested in one rsan. The 
Governor of Dengal should always be looked upon by them In tins 
light, so far ns is conslslenl with the honour oI the Committee and the 
Council. In every vacant season, therefore, I think it expedient that 
he take a lour up the country In the quality of a supervisoi^gcnernL 
Fraiids and oppressions of every sort heinf; by this tueans laid open 
lo his view, wiU In a great measure be prevented, and Ihe natives 
wiU preserve a just opinion of tbc importance and dignity of our 
President, upon whosp eharadcr and conduct rudcti of the prosperity 
of the Company’s nffalrii In Rental must ever depend,’' * 

Tliis was the final official utterance of Boljert Clive—^worthy 
of the statesman Wlio was guided in all the steps he took by 
a sineere desire to protect and to promote the welfare of the 
peoples of the land. The Indians recognised the sincerity of 
his interest, and, as tlie time for leaving approached, the 
^ ArbuLlmot, pp. 174-3. 
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Eiiipcrorf the Nawab Vizier^ and the lettcling men, in Bengal 
sent their expressions of admiratiori and esteem and their 
sorrow at \m departure. On January 24, 1767, his colJeagues 
presented him witli tlie following fiirowell addreas: 

To THE Right HoNsr+s Loan Clivk 
PRE aiDEST AJ4D GoVBRNOR ifeCf 

My Lord^—'A fter the imaiiy lnftanees you ha\^c givtn of your 
great Prudence and Aiillitleii as President ol this Board, of your 
AI tent Jon to the Fubltck G>DOd and to tlie Ini&resLs of Individnals^ 
and of personal Regard and Frieodstup for the several Members who 
have had the Honor to assist in your AditninlstratloTi j we cannot falb 
My Lord, to he deeply adected with the evident Necessity you are 
under of raLumIng for the Benefit nf your HeaiUi, to your Native 
Country. 

We eori^esLly wish for your Lordship's speedy Recovery, ajid for 
the full Completion of those Honors, and of that Encrease of your 
Reputation which you may ju.stly expect from the signal Advantages 
yon linve obtained for the fknnpany and lor the BrIlLsh NaUon— 

We beg leave. My Lord^ to assure you, that we shall exert our 
utmost Abilities In support of those Measures which yon have so 
wisely adopted and succetslidly pursued; to which, the Duty we 
owe to our Employers, and the iJcs^ire wc have to preserve your Lord- 
ship's Esteem, will he principal Inducements^ 

ITie Rules yopr Lordship has been pleased io recommend to our 
Observance shall be strictly followed, os they immediately point oul 
the only Path which can lead to our own Honor, to the Interests, of 
OUT Constituents, and to the Happlnesa of this Couatiyv 

Already have we seen the unhappy Effects of Discordp and Difi- 
sentlona at this Board ; we have lately experienced the Blessings of 
Union and Unanimity^ Vour Lordship may therefore rest assured 
that w'e stiall aU with one Hand and %'oice, join in preserving the 
Reputation of your Goveniment, which we shalJ be ambitious to 
transmit undlminlshed to onr Successors. 

Wo reniimi with Scntlmenla of the greatest Respect and Esteem k 
My Lor^l, 

Your Lordship's most ObeiHcnt 
and most Humble Servants 

b’ORT WlLlUAll 

iM 24f* Janui^y 1767. H. Vebelst 

L. A. SvKE.S 
Claude Russell 
W, Alokhsev 
T uo: Ktexsh^ll 
CH.>H.HLES Fl-OYtOl 
A- W* CjkAipaEjjL * 


^ Fowia MSS. 
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On January 2% 1767. Lord Clive, accompanied by General 
Carnac and niembers of Ids stoiL embarked on board the 
Britannia. Thus closed his second adimnistration, and of 
Ids qualities as a ruler in this, the greatest episode of Ids 
administrative life, it is impossible to speak too Idghly- 
He found corruption and indiscipline in every branch of the 
civil and military service, and with vigour and rare disinterested¬ 
ness he suppressed the most glaring abuses. He introduced 
mflasures of refornaation With caution and wisdom ' he found 
a body of traders, and he converted them into administrators, 
and with ability he laid down llie broad lines of administration. 
It must not aCcet our estimate of hb greatness that We now 
see that Ids scheme of retaining a native administration wa.s 
chimerical. He himself found it to be so, for he appointed 
two or three English supervisors. He suppressed a dangerous 
mutiny, he transformed the forces under his command, and 
ho created and fashioned into a splendid fighting macliLne the 
Bengal Sepov Army', handful of British soldiers could not 
have extended British dominion from Bengal to the base of 
the northern lulls if they had not been assisted by the bravery 
and devorion of the Bengal sepoy. Clive saw clearly that 
the time must come when the British would be the Sovereigns 
of India, but he realised that the lofty position could only lie 
obtained by many hard-fought campaigns, and through niany 
vicissitudes and perils. By a fine stroke of public policy he 
accepted, at the right moment, the Diwsni, and so made the 
British one of the great Indian powers. He then, with precau¬ 
tion governed by forethought, consolidated thtit pow-er, and laid 
the great foundations of an Empire. He saw that our posses¬ 
sion of the coast and the Sircars was precarious, and with rare 
ability and caution he avoided arousing the jealousy of his 
foreign rivals, the French, the Dutch, and the Danes, on the 
seaboard. In order to protect Bengal and Beliar from northern 
aggression he, by a generous stroke of public policy, creat^ 
Oudh into a barrier state. During his brief second adnmiis- 
tration the boy hero of .4reot, the winner of Flassey, proved 
liimself i>Qs.sessed of many of the finest qualities of a statesman. 


CHAPTER vni 

170^^-74 : THF. LAST HAYS 


Teie Brifanma wbs a bad sailer, and the voyage to tbe Cape 
was protracted to th^ close of April. On the 24th Clive wrote 
to his wife: 

Cape of Good Hotel 

I canaol: avcIcJ this Opportunity of loforming my dearest 
of our safe Arrival at Hits Place, we left our PHoi the 1 Feb? & arrived 
here the 21?" of the Month. 

My Situation at Calcutta wbe so deplorable & I had so little 
hope of recovery that I could not persuade Mysell to write News 
which must give so much Coneeni and Uneasiness my Disorder was 
of a very different Nature than what I bad when In Dugland and 
attended with much worse Consequences, DT Ingham inXonns me 
that I wns ont of my Senses lor two days, that my under Jaw was 
and that I look in one day 15 Grains of OphEum however this 
was only a pahaUve Remedy I owe my Recovery eutlrely to the Bark 
which has had a most surprising Effect upon my OrlginM Nervous 
Disorder tn so much that if it does not extirpate the Complaiot I 
am convinced It will Riake Life much more tolerable than It has been 
ever since I was first taken Ul at ^ifadrass, I am still tliia ^ weak 
but 111 every other respect much recovered — ^ 

As the Ship which carried this Letter safl'd 15 days after the 
Brifmuifu and arriv'd 8 days before us 1 conclude she may arrive tn 
England 3 Weeks before Us, Major \Mnwood who has been greatly 
eJUicted wdQi the same Distemper which made so severe an Aliaek 
upon me hath promised to deliver this Letter with his ovm Hands, 
f Imaguie wo^hall sec Old England In all July — 

Mun and Strachey are both well but D! fugham remains much 
affUrled with this some Vlllanous Disorder, Indeed it is fortunate 
lor me that I was not affected at first likewise for I coidd not m that 
case have been of Lbc least Service to the Company or bore the least 
Fatigue It has so dreadful an Effect upon the SpLrils — 

I have not set Pen to Paper for these five Months past so that I 
doubt much wlieihcr this wlQ be legible however It will convey to 
my dearest Wife the Prospect of soon seeing her. 

Hem ember me to my Children Clive, 

My Father Mother Sisters Ac. ±cA 

^ pgjwia MSS. 
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TLe following day Stmchey x^ote ti> Lady Cliv& ■: 

Gaj>i£ of Good HOPKr 

Though Lord CUve bPS ’wrltLta HimselT by Ihis Con¬ 
veyance^ 1 caimot^ cnniiilentJy Your Ladyship'^ CommMd5+ 

ooilt troublmg You wiLh si Line Lo inform You of His Lordships 
abnost perfect Recovery. The Voyage Northward, nud Continuation 
of the Bark, will undoubtedly complete what wc all so much desire 
Towards the end of Jnly, wc compute. You will have Ibc Happiness 
of seeing Hiim IRs Lordship wrote lo You in January^ after the 
Departure of the Ci-uiUndin^ but as the Letter was sent to Mad^, 
and was intended to go tuider Wr Palk's Care, on the Lord Camdeji, 
which Ship had perhaps already sailed, I suspect You will not have 
received It. I mention thM Circumstance, that Y'our Ladyship may 
have the Satislactlon of knowing that Lord Clive was so wed recovered, 
even by the beginning of Jaouary, as to he able Lo write. 

Major Winwood who sails tomorrow wiJi himself deliver His 
Lordship's Letter to You from hence—1 shall desire that mine may 
be trusted to the Post, which will probably travel taster. 

We left DengaJ the of Febf & arrived at this Place the 22. 
iDstaol—About the 5^^ of next Month, we shall proceed to Ifclenaj 
where we shaU stay only 2 or 3 days. Our Passengers, besides Lord 
Dive & W. Maskelyae W. Ingham, are Gencrol Caniac, Ids Lady 
I& Son & Brother, & CjqI. Champion. AU wed—1 have the lionor to 
be with the greatest Respect, 

Madam 

Your Ladyship^s 

most obed^ & most humble 

Servant 

Hfix5 Stracufy.* 

Befora the end of May St. Helena was reached. On the 
21st Maskelyne wrote thus to his sister: 

S* Hele.'ja- 

Altho' I liani the Pleasure of ’writing to my Dear Sister by honest 
Mai or Winwood who left the Cape the 2bV‘ UlUmo, & we shall probably 
sail ourselves lomoirow Evening, yet as we are to stay a day at Ascen¬ 
sion, dt the Plassey js reckoned lo go well, knowing it 'will give Tiou 
Satisfaction, 1 venture this Letter to acquaint You we are all well, 
&. that bis Lordship has received all the Letters in General which 
were directed to he lodged here. I am very thankful to You for 
those You Favor'd me with by the Heeler & Lord HoUand, the former 
we missed meeting, but got all the loose Letters, Magazines ic? out 
of the latter -phlch we met off the Pitch of Uio Cape ; We bad rather 
a long Passage thither owing to a 10 days Calm after we got into 
Sounding, But were extremely forlunate in putting there not only 

«Pawls MSS. 
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for fils Lordsidp's sahc wliose Healtli was decilniag from llie Consiimp- 
llon of our fresh Provisions bat as it also gave us an opportumly of 
laying In a noble Sloclc which this Island [AsamioDl Is too maeli 
Impoverished to afltord. 

Aii we hope to Have the Pleasure of seeing ^ou witlim the Month 
of July, I will only add the Joint Respects & Good Wishes of the 
Doctor & Ml Slrachey, hegSJnfl You will beHeve me as ever. 

Your tr&Iy Afrectionate Brother 

E£>Mf Maskelvse, 

Be so kind to distribute my Love A Compliments where due.‘ 

Lady Clive did not rnwivc the letter till July 13. The 
follawing day her husband wrote to her t 

On board the Brtianm^ 

NEAB POiiTsMOUTli 

I have jcLsi time to inform my dearest Wife of my safe AmvnJ In 
the Channel! & that I hope to land at Portsmouth In □ or 6 Hours, 

I propose dbilne with Vdq to Morrow at Berkeley Srjuare. am 
lest the good Mews should Surprise Vou too much have sent forwartl 
Messr Strachey aud tnghain who wdt arrive a lew Hours before 
Mun &. Seir* 

1 am 

Your AftectionalPt 

Cltve.^ 

So CUve returned to tlic horire where he had indeed been 
sorely missed. Tlie warmth of his welceune was not confined 
to his family. Letters of congrotiilatioa on his safe return 
came from those who had known him in India, and from friends 
he had left in England. Among the latter were some of the 
most distinguished men in the country. 

When CUve arrived in England the Duke of Grafton was 
First Lord of the Treasiirj% and Pitt, his old supporter, now 
Earl of Chatham, ivas Lord Privy Seal; but Pitt had been 
smitten with u gloomy and mysterious malady similar to the 
one from which Clive suffered, which afiected his nerves and 
n >m«l and rendered him incapable of transacting any business. 
Two months before Clive’s departure from Bengal, Chatham 
had entrusted Alderman Beckford, a leading |^ty magnate 
and a staunch supporter of tlie free merchant, to move in 

I Powii MSS. * 
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the Cojmnoiis fot a Farli^unentary inquiry into the aflairs of 
the Company, The motion ’w'afi carried in spite of the opposi¬ 
tion of the GrenviUe^ and the Rockinghams. Eurke^ who was 
afterwards the chief opponent of the Companyi voted against 
the motion. 

On July 19 George Grenville wrote thus to Clive t 

Wdtton neab Tamb 

OxSoRnsHTRB 

July 19: 1767 

Mt Dear Lord,—I heard but yeslerday of yoiir Sale Arrival Id 
England, & late the earliest Opportunity to eoDgratulate yoa upon 
U, li to express to you my Wannest Wishes that you may have 
recover'd yoiir Health, which I heard with great Concern had been 
Impair'd, by the Climate & what you have under gone in the East 
Indies, I wrote to your LordsTilp Six Months ago a long Letter which 
I imagine may posslbJy not have reach'd your Hauds i A receiv'd 
lately a very ObMghig &. Friendly one from you dated y’ S: ot Sept! 
l^t. \ou dud this Country, my Dear Lcrd^ In its annual state ol 
tennent A. Uncertainly ^ it seems to be at present almost at its 
Crisis. For my own Part 1 have the same puhUc Opinions as I have 
all ways had. 1 think that the Sovereignty of Great BiiLtaln over 
lU Colonies which is now manifestly destroy'd most be asserted &. 
establi-sh d, Xfiat for the cSecting thU in our present Sttoation an 
Admmktratlou ought to he form'd consisting of as much Ability 
Credit A Authority as Is possible In order to make it permaneiit, with- 
Out which no System of Aleasures can be iinifomly pursued. 1 wish 
the Altamment of both these Objects for the public Good nor stiall 
any Pretensions personal to myself stand In the Way of Them. This 
you will see has been is my Hesolution when you shall hear all 
that I know of the Negotiation now on Foot A what I have snid upon 
it. I have desir'd \Miately who was one of the Secretaries of the 
Treasury when you left England A sets *nt for London from hence 
to Day to caU upon your Lordship & ioform you of the Particulars 
which are AuthentJek, A which probably In the present confused 
distracted stale yon may be glad to knoWk 1 hope my Conduct A 
Sentiments wlU meet with your ApprobatloUj at least I can imely 
say that ] have not consulted any Interest of my own in them & 
so far I wish io follow yonr Example- I should be cxLremely glad 
to wait upon you if I emne lo Town, hut I suppose you will be soon 
going Into the Country, if you would make this Place in your way 
thither you would do me great Honor & give me a very sensible 
Pleasure. I i^uld then be able to talk io you more at large bolli on 
the Subject 'JPffhat Is now passing, & of all which has pass'd since 
I last saw you, A should have an Opportunity which 1 should he 
very happy in. of assurlug you in Person ol my coustant wishes for 
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your Honor & Happiness & of the Affectionate Regarff * Esteem 

with which, I My Dear hord^ 

Your most ObediKUt 
A most Faitblul Htunblo Si!rvant 

QBOflGfi Gr^kville. 

I have a thousand Thimkfi 
to give your Lordship for 
your Kindness bath to Grotty 
Jk W Stracbey 


R' Lord Cltvh,^ 

The following day Clive received a short [iot45 £roin the 
DuLc of Grafton * 

*“ The Dnkc of Grafton presents his Compliinetits to Lord CilvOi in 
Consequence of Lord Hertfords ApplicfttioUp he has^ut 
to Ibe Commissioners of the Customs, lo order the Presec^s. which 
His Lordship has brouglit home from India on Board the 
for his Majesty, to he sent directly to Lord CUve’s 
bv an O Dicer, who is to enamiJie them there ; It wiU be Necessary 
that hU Lordship should send immediately to the CouimlssiDiiCTa of 
the Customs, a Schedule of the Packages which contain 8““ 
presents that the Commissioners may give proper directions tor ineir 
being Landed, and sent to Berkley Sijuare. 

" Grosvumob Squabs 
201* Jfuftf. 1767," * 


Thomas Whatcly, politiciaii and man of letters, who at 
the request of Grenville had called on Clive and had a long 
discussion With, him regarding public affairs, wrote thus to 
him anon after thdr meeting : 

Whately presents his Compliments to I<ord Clive, &. act^TiQintE 
his Lordship that some Difference of opinion having arisen betwoen 
the Duke of Bedford & Lord RoclringUam, partly on Ibe Amenc^ 
Measures, & last Night more partienlarJy on the NomtnnUon of Sff 
Conway to be Secretary of Stale, the Intercourse between them is 
now totally at an End, 

“ Pakiiament Street 
22f Jultf 1767,*- * 

On July 23 Grenville wrote again to Chve : 

■^OtTOtt 

23; 1767 

Mv Deaw Lobd,— Lord ttowls brought to me yes^^ny your very 
ohlieinit Letter of the 21“ of this Monlh. I am exlronely happy to 
ipawisMSS, ■fW't. 
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flR^i by it LhM tfae Coaunimication wtiicli I advised ’ftliatcly Lo 
to you of what has passM> meets with your kind Approbation, 
t hope that the AufUeDcG which you arc lo have to Jttorfow of tlie 
King ^ Queen will add to the SalIsfacLion which you must receive 
la knowing the Sense which the Public in general & every good Man 
ente^ins of ynnr ever memorable Services in [ndln. 1 shalJ feel a 
particular Pleasure In tsipresshig to you bere m Person my SenUmenls 
& shall Wait with the utmost ImpaLiencc for the Performance of yonr 
kind Promise of coining to lae at Qiis PJoce of brbigfng HkV Strachey 
along wdtb you whom { sliaU he very gjad to sec both on his Aceoniitp 
ife as Me has had the Happynciss to deserve your ApprobuLion. Wlmt 
has happened farther with regard lo onr Public Affairs since ypn saw 
Al! Yi halely, I have desir'd our Friend Lord Powis (to whom 1 have 
relalcd all that I kUDW'} Lo inform you of; at the same Time ttml He 
will deliver this Letter lo yoo+ Tlie Subject of the present Situnlion 
of j:4ifaJrs both in Oreat Brittain &. the Fast Indies is much loo 
extensive for a Letter j 1 reserve therefore all Comments both on the 
one & the otheFii till I bove the Honor of seeing you here* in the 
mean Time will only assure you of the High Value which I set npon 
your Friendship & Good Opinion. & of the perfect Esteem & Affec¬ 
tionate Hegard with which^ I amp 

My Dear Lords. 

Your Lordihipa 

most Obedient 

Sir most Faithful Humble Servant 

GliXJHGR GrE^VILLE.1 

The nejct day CUve was admitted to private audiences by 
the King and Queen, both of whom received him most graciously. 
Clive wrote to his friend \erelst, who had succeeded him in 
the Governorship of Bengal, as follows: 

' I write the Nabob ^lahomcd AJi by this convey once. The 
Queen received his presents in the most gracious manner from my 
liantls. 1 was In private with her ilajesty in her closet near an hour; 
ami tile duel part of the time afas taken up uhout the Nabob and his 
prosperity. The Queen has promised me lo write to him In the most 
gracious mauner, and assured me at the same lime of her disposllioa 
to render the Nabob any service in her power-"* 

Two days after his return Clive was introduced to the 
Court of Diiectors, when the Chairman, in the name of the 
Court, congitttulated him on bis return to his native country, 
and thanked'im for the very eminent services he had rendered 
' Pawls AISS, »MiileoIm. VoL IlL, p. 2ia- 
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the Company by his wise and judicions administmtjon of theii 
nifairs in Bengal- 

On August 2 the question of the li^acy left to Clive 
came l>efore the Court of Dirwtors, and it was unaniniously 
resolved “ that his Lf^rdship be empowered to accept of the 
said legacy or donation^ OJid they do highly approve of his 
Lordship’s generosity in bestovv'ing the said legacy of five lacs 
in so useful a charity; and they 'hereby consent and agree 
to accept of the trust nf the said fund, and will give directions 
tliat the same be carried into exeeution m legal and proper 
form/’ ^ Three years, hoWever, passed before this matter 
was adjusted. The Directors held the opinion that by the 
spirit of the covenanhs entered into by Clive he coiitd not 
accept of the legacy mthout their consent. Clive maintained 
that, though he had been appointed Governor, he was at sea 
at the time the legacy had been left hinti and had received 
none of the emoluments of the office, and was therefore free 
to receive the legacy ^rithout their consent. The matter wa«i 
referred to Fletcher T^o^ton, first Lord Grantley, who Iiad held 
the office of Attorney-General, and on May G, ITOD, he sub¬ 
mitted the following to the Court: I am of opinion that 

Lord Clive, under the circuuistauees of this, is entitled to the 
above-mentioned legacy without the consent of the Court of 
Directors of the East India Company.” On April 6, 1770, 
the Committee of the Military Fund was appointed to carry 
into cfiect a deed of agreement between Lord Clive and the 
Company, and the Fund which ow^ed its origin to his magnificent 
generosity was founded* 

Clive had been only a few' wrecks in London when he 
attacked again by his malady, and the physician ordered that 
he must at once leave town. He ?>et forth for Batli, and^ 
according to his promise, he and Strachey stayed on the way 
at Wotton. On August Ifi George Grenville wrote thus to him ! 

WOTTCIN 

Atitff IG: 1767 

>1y Deah Loud, — I cannot hAp Iransjnlt ting without 

Delay a Piece of lateUigcnce which I have receiv'd lo Day, as it may 

Aaber, p* 157* 
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possibly be ot use lo you to kaui^ Lt. The D. of Bedford told the D. of 
Marlborough yesterday at Blenheim that He had received recent AdvlM 
from the D. of Neweaitle ihsi Uio Part would certainly be d* 

& Oiat It would probably be declar'd at the next Prorogalion of y* 
Pari! on y* 31:^ ol this Month. 1 think the D. of Newcastle Mely 
to be well inform'dp & to be early appriz'd ci a Mea&u^ of this Kind, 
but I know not the Ground upon which this Infortnallon is founded: 

I shall therefore leave it to your own jodgement, & shall be happy if 
it can be of any use to you^ as I sincerely iuLend it. Tho' I would not 
trouble you with a Letter only to return you my Thanks for your 
kind Visit to me with M Sifacheyt & for the Hopes you gave me 
of repeating U in October, yet I cannot omitt doing it now. jk 
expressing to you the Pleasure 1 receive In every Mrsh of your Friend¬ 
ship, Jt assuring yoti at the Same Time of the sincere & ufTerlioiiate 
Regard & Respect, with which 1 am. 

My Dear Lord^ 

Your most Faith fub 
& most Obedictil Humhlfi Servant 

GEonon Gb^lsviUiE. ^ 

The mfnrmatmn proved correct, Grenville^s Secretary 
wrote on Augniit 28: This day in CoimcD the Parliament 

wai4 prorogued to Wednesday the seventh day of October 
next,” The same day Clive addressed to the Coiimiittee of 
Correspondence at the India House a long letter on Indian 
afiairs. He again pnt forward his wide scheme for the 
reorganisation of the three Presidency armies. He advocated 
a considerable increase in the number of European soldiers 
sent to India and a new mode of recruiting. 

For th^ present/" be wrote, I think it Necessary Yon should 
send cut Tw'O Thousand M-en, of whom Twelve hundred at Ihe leosl, 
should go to Bengal; and 1 would soggesl that Twelve Captains be 
appointed, who must Undertake to raise One bumlred Men Each : 
This, they will gladly engai^e to perform, and at a less expeueE Lbiiii 
the Company have usually incurred by Recruiting* The hieop I 
nffi also Coavlaced, will be uiuch belter Soldiers^ tban any that can 
be Obtained by the Method hitherto practised. It is however to 
be Obsen-edj that U your Intention of Adopting this Plan, should 
Lranspire, and Officers be pressed upon You by Private Recommenda¬ 
tions without Regard to Merit, our Expeetatlons from Heinforcement 
proposed, will probably he DisappolntetL'^ ^ 

The pay of the subalterns of the European regiments 
he propo^d should be raised, but the held officers i>bonlti 
* Fowis MSSp ■ 
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depend oa their ehafes in tbe salt trade for aa increase of 
salary. 

The dose of tbe letter Was a vigorous vindication of his 
scheme, and he regarded the increase in emolument not ais 
an increase of ^ar^^j hot as a reward for long and good, service* 
He wrote i 

The Means al regulntiog this Reward have rreqiieatly engaged my 
Attenlioiip ^ alter the thoeL maiuie DcUberationp 1 have fnniid none 
so conveTiieiit, proper or equj table as tbe Trade in Salt- If Yoa 
grant a Camniission on the Revenues Ihc Sam will not only he large 
but known to Ibc World. Tbe Allowance being pobUcly ascertalnedj 
every man's Proportion wiU at limes be the Occasion of much Dis¬ 
course, Envy & Jealousy: The Great wiU interfere in your Appouit- 
ments ^ Noblemen will perpelually sobclt yon to provide for the 
younger Branches of their Families—A Commission upon yonr J nvest- 
men U, wbether upon the Provision In Bengal or upon the Sales in 
Europe Is Ubblo to Lbe same ObiectloriiS.-' ^ 

Clivers judgment of the Court of Directors was by no 
means always sound; it often xesfts on his constant mistrust 
and suspicion of them* Soon after his great success 5n Bengal 
was knowTi in England a motion was nrade at a GH£ncral Court 
of ProprietorSp held on March IS, 1T67 : 

That H Is llie opinion of tbls Caoii, LhaL the ImporlajiL services 
rendered to the Company by Lord Qive merit a grateful seknow- 
ledgnieiit and Hitum ; and that a grant to bis Lordship, and his 
persopal representatives, of an addltionQl term in tbe Joghke of ten 
years, eommencing Iroin Lbe dctermiiialiDo of hk Lordship's preseni 
right therein, would be a proper achnowicdgemenl and return for sucb 
important services : and that it be recommended to tbe Court of 
Directors, that, upon any futnre propusitJons bebig made, either to 
Parliament, or lt> His Majesty^s Ministers, tblsresolntlou ol the Gentxol 
Court be humbly represented." 

Tiiis motion was curried by the bare majority of twenty- 
five, but this was due tq the indiscretion of Walsh, Chve's agent, 
who bad prematurely brought it forward without consulting 
tbe Directors. Clive was naturally angry at the smailuess 
of the majority, and he too readily accepted Wolah'S state¬ 
ment that it wa^ due to the hesitation of the Directors. \V"ben 
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teen settl«i. but at the etoae of Scptemter a 
,.s held, when Ite grant of the joS* 
whleh had been Keonunended at the 

coaferred on kim by a rniammous vote. ^ " 

Scrafton, ^ho iva.-} noW a member <if the Court o iree 

yTrolc thus to Clive at Walcot: 

a, s — 

with all ExpeditionJ A long maj „ Colebroke Wlieallv told 

r*IloT Wnditerbumt told Sir UKJrge 

slatlJILu 11 will ho IwcomlnB P"” 

S »r„^‘“'eater.l.“LXrter, -tfVlf To 

HEH» ?rteSisr»T^Hl 

ST 

SeiS“SSTtlim" lit DSlS?th/?ppasltt party sliotUd Cume 
keeping p Xr \ha Servjints abroad are bei^ome submisiSi^^ 

“.Sawte «. Ihe l^ateel oI l-bo Sd te Ite 

vnn will utL from rnisn&preSPWtailoii. Qoe or two 

Sublect by hcEcviug Oiemselvea the objects at your 
Snlluaedee o[ AVmrallya Story bat ttio General Sona. was We cannot 
as, Dialers recoramcnd so Large a Grant, the fate the tiuBStton mot 
belor^pCes that many thought It too much hut we w^U gi« 
^rVitB lor it. lo Conclude My Lord t reaUy think l<>r 
Honor dfc for Uie Interest of the Company to Support the present 

Sett," ^ 

CUve was mdignaot at the apparent reluctance of the 
Directors to take a leadiospart in the question of the jaghifc. 

^ POWil MSiS* 
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But be did not realise the diffieult and delicate role they had 
to play. Rniis, Scrafton, and many other Directors who were 
his frientLs and supporters, knew that a substantia number 
i>f the Cuurt of the Proprietors were hostile to them. They 
had inrurreJ their hostiltty by opposing an inerease in the 
dividend to 121 i>er cent., which a Ceneral Court, held on 
May 6, 1767^ Iiad voted. The Court of Directors had also 
aroused considerable hostility by taking legal proceedings 
against Mr, John Johnstone and. the other roembers of Council 
in England who luid received presents from the successor of 
Meer Jaiber on Ws accession after the Covenants had arrived. 
The inculpated otticials were men of wealth who had powerful 
]>olitiral friends, and they threatened to attack the conduct 
of Chve at a General Court if the prosecntion were not with- 
drawn- The Court refused* Mr, Johnstone and his friends 
exerted all their influence to effect a change of Directors. 
But in the election of April. 1767, they failed, and Mr. Rous, 
an old friend of Clive, was again chosen Chairman. But 
Johnstone and his party, having split £125,000 stock into shares, 
were a powerful factor in the Court of Proprietors, It was 
due to their support that the dividend was raised to 12| per 
cent-» and at the same General Court* held on May 6, 1767, 
the nmrion was carried that the prosecution be withdrawn* 
Considering the defeat of the Court of Directors on a matter 
so closdy connected with Clive, and that Johnstone and his 
party had already threatened to bring forward a inotion with 
regard to his conduct, his friends in the Court displayed eon- 
siderahle tact and judgment in getting the extension of the 
jaghire carried utianimonsly without a debate. The intractable 
Clivet however^ refused to take an impartial view of the inci' 
dent. On October 6 he answered Serafton^s letter* After 
accusing the Directors of “ rank infernal jealousy and envy, 
to conceal and lessen my service^/" he observes: 

" 1 cannoL but take netlre cf one paregraph of your letter; Hint iM 
Directors thought the ffr^nl too large, and therefore would nd retonimend 
it t I am tbererore the more obliged to the Proprietors, who were all 
al a dSJIerciit way of thinking* 
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" I aiti obNgcd to you for your advieu about iny conduct towards 
the Dircctorsi, bccaufre l am persiiadpd you mean me well r but know, 
Scruftodp I have a judgmeQL of my own, which has scMoin laUed me, 
in cases of much greater cooscqnqnce than what you reronimend* 
As to the support whk!i+ you suy, was given to my governnicni, 
when ahroafli by the Directors^ they ronld not have done olherwIsCT 
without suffering in their reputalion, and perhaps quitting the Direc* 
tion. In ^etH^Tl^ let me ask* whose interest coiilrihnted lo make 
them Directors, and keep I hem so ? My conduct wanted no support, 
it supported iUielt, because It was dLsixficrestcdi. and Iviided to nothing 
hut the puhlic good. From the heghming it put all mankind at 
dettauce, as it does at Lhis hour 3 and had the Court of Directors 
tiiought fit to make my conduct more public than they have doncp 
aU imparllci] and disluleresled me a must have done me Justice, How- 
ever* that remains lor myself lo make known, when convenient and 
proper/’ 

He proceeds to idiate tliat whut Wlmtely is said to have 
told AYodderburii b absolutely false,” and he thus closes it; 

" However, as 1 have often said before, and say now, there h nolhing 
the Directors can do shall muke me lose sight of the Company s I me 
Interest. Uputi principle* T would always stand by the East India 
Company : 1 am now farther bound by the lies of gratitude. This 
is the ground upon which 1 now siund, and upon which 1 will risk 
my reputatian. No LitLLe* partial considerations shall cv^cr blufi me.'*” 

Clive had a tendency to call his own miitivcs by their best 
names—a tendency which is spechilly pronounced in writing 
familiar letters to the Mends who had been with him in proud 
past years. ClK^e w'as idso annoyed at the Court of Directors 
not acceptirg his measures of reform without discnssioD» 
Rulers who have exercised enormous power and governed 
great dependencies find it difficult to realise that tlie first duty 
of a controlling office is to control. Scraftonp the staunchest 
of friends, wrote tu him on October 1) i I only know the 
pains I take to keep things right, hut unless you come to town 
and support me I cannot maintain the proper system.” The 
next day he wTotc to Clive informing him that The Com¬ 
mittee ” liad determined to raise ^!0Q0 ^Icn including 
Experienced Serjeants - . . They then Considered what your 
Lordship lias recoimnended to them respecting the forming 
the Regiments ^vith two Batalliaus each of iiOO Men* in the 
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Execution of which they meet with difficulties/* ^ Scrafton 
proceeded to dis^cii^ in detail the difficulties tlmt had axi^n, 
and asked him to send at onee his opinion regarding them, 
as the letter to Eeugal would be dispatched next week. Tim 
same day Serafton sent another letter to CUve, sayings Old 
LaAvrence has been with us & very much approves your Military 
Plan. & he & Caillaud arc forming the Madras Troops an the 
same plan. I have a thonsand questions to ask on the Bengal 
Affairs too long to write unless I find We must give over seeing 
you/' * On the lOth Scrafton sent to him a coneiJiBtory 
letter coueerning the strong appeal he had made for not abolish¬ 
ing the plan he had adopted for conducting the salt trade. 
Serafton wrote: 

The Committer cannot quite Concur in your Lorrisihip's Opinion for 
continuing the Salt Trade in the hands of the English, They still think 
hxich a Monopoly in the hands of those who possess such un over 
ruling InOuence In the GovcmnienL wiU be liable to great Abuses, 
they thci^fore have under Consideratioii some other mode to reward 
their Servants Jt wish to have yoor Lordsbip^s Opinion in what manner 
the tnost Revenue cau be Secured to the Company with the Least 
Opposition/^ * 

Clive was evidently greatly amvnyed at tbc deoi^ion> for^ 
an October 13, Ave find the patient Scrafton writing thus 
to him; 


I have Just ree? y“ favor of yf two Letters ^ am very sorry at 
the Sentiments Lb at are taking place In yotir Lordship'# mind about 
the Directors except what relates to your [ntention to pursue the 
good of the Company without regard to ludJviduals. £1 your Lordship 
Was [n Town they would desire CanfErenees with you as they do with 
General Law^rence and you Avould have weight to Carry any thing 
you please, what Is wanted is a free discussion, without which men 
without the necessaiy local Knowledge cannot Comprehend nor be 
Coavlnced/' * 


CUve was at WnlcDt^ recovering from a severe nttack of 
illness aceankpanied by excnieiating pain which had attneked 
liLm durjiig a visit to Birmingham- On October 10 Grenville 
wrote to him : 


1 PcFwis MSS, 


* 


- Uld. 


* IMd, 
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WOTTOxS 

Off 10: 17B7 

Mt Deah LijnD.—I heard with great Concern of yoar heinfi Seiz’d 
with an maess at BlitninghaJti in your Way lo To^, & was much 
Briev'd. at our being disappointed of llm Pleasure whid, wc P™P“^ " 
to ourselves in Seeing your Lordship Lndy Clive M Strachf J here 
secordin^ to your kind Intentions* Jt still more so tor the Ci ^ 
it. 1 natter mvscU from your Letter lliat you art now in a grtal 
Measure recover'd from It, that the Quiet yon now enjoy at home 
together with Ihe Use you propose to make of the Bath _ 

entirely complete the Cure, &■ that I shall have the Ilapp ^ess 
you in Town in Ihc Winter in perfect HcaRh. Allow me to ek^ss 
the Satisfaction which T feel at the Sense which Ihe Geiicn^ Gonrt ol 
the East India Compfluy hx-sve shown almost unajilmously of the 
& eminent Services you have perform’d for them, which Iho of n 
Uifferent Kind,have not been less conspicuous or less difflcnlUn your 
lust Experfition to India, Ihun in the fanner* No One can be more 
desirous to do justice to them than I mn, or more glad to 
cvery^ Opporlunily to show tlic Value which I set upon your hrlend- 
ship, ^ to maDlfcst the Sincere Esteem & .Mice Loo ate Regard, w« 

which 1 am, near Lord. 

Your Lofilship’s, 

Most ObediellL 

most h'aithtul Humble Servant 

GnENvTLLE- 


:^Trs. GTeoville joins willi me 
111 offering oiir liest Respects 
to Lady Give* (5h t beg ibe 
Fa’vor of you to make ray 
Kind ComplimenU to >r SLrachey,^ 

At the close of October^ when Styche, Clive had another 
attack of lii& malady, and his physicians advised Him to return 
at once to Baths On NoYember 7 he Wrote from Bath to 


Vcrclst: 

With regard to myscH, my lieullh has been very IndiJIercnl ever 
since my Arrivel ; but I am now foDowiiig a rtgimen which has done 
me much sendee* and will, I hope, recover me entirely, 1 Lave met 
vitli the most gracious reception from the King and Queen, and a 
very xespecifiil and iionoiiratilc one Iroin itic Court of Directors , 
nor is there any doubt of my gel ting an English Poerag^t whenever 
1 make tipplicalion lor that purpofse, which, I raiderst and* is always 
the custom : but the ver^^ unsettled Adralnistratioii* and my private 
notions, will not admit of my applying at present. Hereafter, in 
ail probablUty, the thing will come to pass/* ■ 

^ rowii MSS. * Malcolm, VoL IIL, p, 216 , 
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Clive theti prijeeedcd to his opinion regarding 

tlie conduct of the Directors towards him : 

Yen see my Jaglurc is at Jast ednUnueU to me and my repre¬ 
sentatives for ten years otter the cKplrallon o[ my present right, 
r am more obliged to the Proprietors for this grant lb an to the Direc¬ 
tors^ who throw a great deal of cold vratcr upon It. Indeed^ thoir 
whoLe conduct towards me and my associates in CoinJiilLLee bns shown 
weakness, or some thing worse ; for they have upon aH occosiDns 
endeavoured to lessen the acquisitioiis W'e have obtained for Ihein, 
and kept everj" thing til at might eontrfhute to our reputation as secret 
as possible t and, if ParUament had nuL brought our trimsacLion^ to 
11 gilt, matiklncl would have been Ignorant of what has been done. 
In short, they appear very envious and Jealous of my InrEucnce, and 
give ear to every idle story of my being hostile lownrds them. Every 
thing looks as if we were not upon good lenns. They have even 
asked my opinioii upon their affairs In such a mcan^ sneaking manner, 
that I have informed one of them, unless I am applied to in form* 
and unless more atLcutloil be paid to my advice* 1 shall decline giving 
any whatsoever. Thus Eland matters at present \ hut how long 
Uiey may remain so 1 know not, nor what changes may Iiappen at 
the next election, 

** From the mnnuer in winch 1 carried the extension of the jaghlre, 
I conclude the Directors will pay more at lent Ion to my opinions than 
tliey lately did ; but it will be rather through fear than iuclination. 
They desired, mid I consented to a conference with tliem, and 
ititended going to London from Shropshire on purpose ; but my health 
has obliged me to come to Bath, where i dally expect □ deputation 
to consult on many important points which the gentlomcn cannot 
themselves readily determine upon." 

Tn reading this letter and fiorde other;i written at the 
timts we must remember the malady which clouded the 
intellect luid deepened tlic gloom of an imperious nature. 
Scrafton's letters eouJtl luirdiy be regarded us seeking his 
upiniou in “a mean, iineaking timnner,** On October 29 the 
Court of Direetors had sent him the following courteous 
letter ; 

Mv Loro*—I n consequmcc of your Lordship's Letter of the 22?^ 
Instant the Gentlemen of the CDimnittees of Correspondence and 
Treasury meet at this Houae on Monday next the 2!* of November 
at 12 o'clock precisely* when they hope lo hnve the honor of 
your Lordship's Company* if that tim^ wlU bo convenient to your 
Lordship. Some Hiuis of the Suhiecis upon which your Lord- 
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slilp^s Sertimenls will be then tlesired. 1 have the honer of now 
kfdclci^ing. 

[ :im Wllh great RegpeeL 
My Lord 

Your [.ordstilp's mo^st Obfd? & 
most humble Servmil 

RohT Ja 91 &s 

East India Hol-se 
2^^ Qclobrr 17B7. 


On November J= the Court of Directors again wrote to 
him: 

Mv LoUDt—I have it in Command from the Court of Directors 
of Lhe East indiii Compony to inform your Lordship, I hat the Com¬ 
pany's S^!OJ tiaa been this Dny a nixed lo I he Instrumenl for Ihe 
Extension of your Lordship s Jpghire, in consequence of Llic 
ResoluUon of the Central Court of the 2^!^ September last, and that 
it lays here to he delivered agreeahle to yoitr Lordship's Directions, 
as does likewise the Countcrparl ol the same lo be executed by your 
Lordship when yon come to London, t am to add also, that the 
said Court most sincerely wbh your Lordship a happy Enjoyment of 
this Markol the Company's grateful Acknowiedgmeiit of your eminent 
Ser\'lces. 

I am with great Respect 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship'S most Obedient 
and most humble Servant 

Rob* Jam Us 

E.AST India Housp 

London 4^* ^owmbt'r I7ti7. 


Regardless of ill-1 lealth axtd much snflering, Olive's attention 
bent steadfastly ujnin Indian aflairs. On November 14 he 
wrote to the Court of Directors : 

Batu 

14“* iSTopf 1767. 

GExrLHMEKp—The Daly wliicli t owe lo the Company will not 
soffer me to be silejil on a Sulijecl wherein Ihclr Interest seems so 
deeply concemed. 

T leam^ aud with Surprise, that You propose to lay open the 
Sail Trade, receiving only o Duty of Ten Rupees upan eveiy hundred 
Maiind at the Colarrlcs or Places wLere the Salt Is made. 

Permil me to repeal to You that the Tmde In Soltt was always 
a Monopoly, Cojo Wasded^ and other Merchants long hefore hiniT 
giving lo the Nabob and Ills Ministers near Two hundred Thousand 

* Pawti MSS. ■ ibid. 
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pDUDdfi in Money nnd Preseuls, Tar the excliiisive Pri\ilege. Tlio 
Natives never had the Adv^tage^ You now propo.se to give them, 
aud will be greatly astonished at so unexpected and eitraordinary 
Xndulgence. 

Although Yon may think proper to depnve your Servants et 
those Advantages which I so strongly reeoinmeiidcd in jny Minute 
In Committee^ upon the Subject of new modetling the Salt Trade, 
yet I cannot help taking the liberty to reiiuest You will most maturely 
dell berate upon your press n t Plnji before \ on issue an Order which 
will deprive the Company of Three hundred thousand popnds P Anniiin, 
a Sum which l am of Opinion they are Justly entitled to^ U they receive 
the t^enetils which their Servants iately received, and the Duties 
whicli tJie Select Cominittce allotted to them upon I his Trade ; whereas 
I he Company by your laying the Trade open^ and taking only ten 
Rupees P hundred Maund, will receive only £31,500. 

I must farther prciiaine to obser\x to You^ that even upon the 
Plan you now' propose, Uie Trade wDl, as it ever must, coutmne, in 
some Degree, a Monopolyt and that the Ser\™ts, from the Power 
and Inlluence they have throughout tiie Country, may be concerned 
in it ly what Extent they will, under their Banyans and the black 
MerchunlSr 

IL w^as only by Accident that I became acquainted with your 
Intentions. Tam entirely a Stranger to the Contents ol the Letters 
which are now upon the point oI bring dispatched by the Admiraf 
WuiMfi to the Governor and Council and to the Seket Committee 
of Bengal ; Lut I hope this Representation wlU reach You lu good 
lime, that You may reconsider an Object so very Imp p riant to the 
Company's Interest. 

1 have the honnr to be 
Geutlemcn 

Your most obed^ Servant 

CLTvn*^ 

The Court sent a firm answer on Xoveniber ilO: 

My Lonup—The CotaiidUee ol Correspondence and Treasury have 
recelvei] the Honour of ynnr Lordship's Letter of the 14!^ November, 
ond In deference to your Opinion have reconsidered the Subject of 
the Salt Trade and the Comaiittee remain fixed in their Besolulion 
to abolish the Manopoiy of Salt, esteeming it a Duty the Company 
owe lo the Natives of the GonntTy to protect them in their Natural 
right to an open *J'rade in the Commodities made dt Consumed In 
the Country, and to limit the Trade of the Europeans within the 
PMmiaund Boundfl ; This and the ConcilSutlng Ihe Aflections of 
the Nallves (which they esteem the best Security of the Revenues) 
by a Reduction of tbe Price of this material necessary of life, have 
been the Chief ohjecls of their Attention bt the Regulations they 
have formed ; The Committee were In hopes your Lordship^s Health 

^ Pawls MSS. 
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would have pemjltted Y<^ii to favor Llicm with (he Conference they 
desired^ disappointed Ln thaC they eudeavourcd to obtain the best 
information they coojd* but ns nothing they could leam either Irom 
ih# Company's own Records or the Opinion of others^ pointed out 
the Quantity on which the Doty was in be collected, they had Cal¬ 
culated the Rale of 10 Sicca Rupees per 100 Buzar Mnnnda, as bearing 
a proportion to what they conceived was formerly levied by the 
Go^emmetitj but as your Lordship's Letter, by giving them your 
Idea of the produce of that duty, points out the Qyaolity on which 
It is to be coliecried, they And the Sum far short of what whs Expected, 
and have accordingly ordered the Duty to be proportioned to 
Revenue of £100,000 (not to exceed) £120,000 P Annum and to the 
keeping the Price at 140 Sicca Rupees or lower. Including I he Dulks, 
Vour Lordship'S ReprcsentaLions of the proprlely of encreasing 
the legal Advantages of the Company’s Snpenor Servanis have had 
their Just weight with the ComraJttee, and as the mode of a Com¬ 
mission on the Revenue has seveml Precedents both Ln Bengal and 
on the Coast, and was the mode Your Lordship adopted for recom¬ 
pensing the President for the giving up his Trade, the Court have 
thought that the most Eligible, and have accordingly ordered 
P Cent on the whole Revenues, deducting the Tributes to the Kmg 
and the Nabub* and the stipend to the Ministers to be set apart as 
a fond for encreaslng the Gratuities to the Servants, of this the 
Govemciir has 31 out of 100 Shares and the Select Committee, the 
CouncH residing in Calcutta, and the Field DlJiters are all so con¬ 
sidered, that a very few^ Vears’ continuance in Ihek Ranks, tnsnres 
them I'hat nioderate bidependences which ought to be the bounds 
of the Jr E3tpcctatians. 

I liin with great Hespect, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most Ohedlent 
iS: iDOSl Hum!'** Serv! 

RobT James 

East Inuta House 
LoNDf 20- 17fi7, 

Clive pointed out to the Comtnons the disitstrous conse- 
quence of thb decision i 

The servants received the two and a half per cent on the revenues ; 
they traded in salt an much as ever, but wltboiit paying the duty, 
and 1 am well infurmed that the Company^ from the time of the 
abolition of the Committee's plan to this hour, hove not received a 
shOling duty. Finally, the Court of Jiirectors sufTcred this branch 
o( trade lo revert to the very channel from whence bad flowed all 
those abuses and all those rnisforlunes which they had so Loudly 


^ Fowls MSS. 
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Complained of_ Tkis trade* conlrajy to their own ideas of equity 
to Ole natives* and contrary to the advice of the sages of the law* 
IS now laid open to the English, and to every European, as well as 
native, inliabitant of Bengnl, Behar and Oris&a. The consegaences 
of Ibis we art still lo learn. As the case stands at present, Ltie Gourt 
of Directors have in all this lime {five years) given up no less than 
£ip500,000 vrhich the Company ought to have received if the emolu¬ 
ments taken from the Servian U bad been added lo I he duty pro¬ 
posed by the Select Coimnlllec. And in this sum is not included 
I he two Diid a half per cent commissi] on granted out of the revenues,'" 

During December Clive stayed at Bath^ and, though he 
had frequent nt-tacks of IiLi malady^ he carried on a regulitr 
eorrespandciice with numerous friends in Madras and Bengali 
and iv'ith Wirlsh and other agents, regarding the campaign 
to be pursued at the next eleetiun. From l>i>roiighs in almost 
every county there came pressing invitations for him to name 
a candidate. He wr<jtc to Vcrelst : 

We shall come very strong into Parhnment this year—seven 
without opposition, probably one more : Lord Clive, Shrewshurj -; 
Richard Ctlvc, Montgomery : William and George Chve^ Bhih-op's 
CasLIo ; John W"alsh, Worcester j Henry Strachry^ PontelracL; and 
Edmund Maskelyne, probably either for "Whitechiirch or CoetJade/' 

Walsb^ be^^i(ies being Clive’s confideiiliai agent, w^as also 
in close relationstup with Grenville. On December 19, ITtlTi 
Grenville sent to Clive tto important letter;^ 

Bolton Stheiet 

jDeef 19* 1767 

My Delvu Loan,—I desir'd W W^nlsh to Inform you of such Par- 
llculars relative to cur Political Situatiou as I w^as then appriz'd 
of, & as I have now an Opportunity by the Means of my Friend 
General Irwdu, who Is setting out for Bath, & will deliver this Letler 
to you, to infurtn you of what I have heard this Morning concenimg 
the Arrangement to be made for some of the D : of Bedford's Friends, 
I would not cniltt giving you the earliest Intelligence of It. That 
Arrangement I iun told Is settled in the following Manner, Lord 
Gower to be Lard Preshknl, In the Hooni of Lord Northlngton, who 
retires upon a Pension of -lOOOL a yearj Lord Weymouth to be Secre¬ 
tary of State for the Northcru DepnrLraetit, In the Room of Gcq* 
Conway* who retires lo the tii-utenaucy of Ihe Orduancep & Is. lo 
have the first good Regiment ; The D. of Marlbarongh lo have the 
first Vacant Garler r Lord Hillsborough to have a new created Office 

4 Fowls MSS. 


3^2 The Life of Lord Clive 

ot LlurcJ Secretarj^ nf State for tlie PlaJilatioa^p ’^ih a ne^ 

& Lor^i Sandwich to be one of the Post Masters General Instead of 
Lord HilUhoraugh ; M' Hlghy to be one of I he Mce Treasurers of 
Ireland Instead of M' Oswald who retires upon a Provision to be 
made for his son ; Lord Charles Spenser to have the Yaeatit Seat 
at the Admiralty Board.^ Tlds 1 have reason lo ladleve is the whole 
of the pr^iieiit Change, & I slni-erely wish It may he attended with 
an Allentllon of PubMc hlea&ures for the bettor, which is the only 
Allerotion hi which the Public is coneern*d. The (k^mmitlment oI 
the Bill for lesi raining I he E, India Company's Div!^ is pnt off 
mi after the Holy days, by which Time I Hatter itiyseif that your 
Health will be recover’d so as Lo enaSde you to come to Town to 
give Its such Inlomiation of liie State of their AbiuirSt as may pre¬ 
vent any Imprudence or Rashness from the Company on the one 
Hand, & any Vloience, InjusLlcet or Breach of Public Faitb from 
the Parliament on the other* To these Public Motives which make 
me ardently wish for your Recovery^ let me add those which nrise 
trum the personol Fritodship. d: Sincere Regsra I Lmely bear to 
you. General Irwin w'ho wlU deliver Lhiii Letter to you is in all Respects 
a veiy worthy honorable Gciitleniaii &. a Particular Friend ot mme, 
it us such I hope will be agreahle to you, If you ore well enough to 
See Him. for my own Part, My Dear lord, you will find me exactly 
Id the Same Opinions as you left me, & I shall be happy If in the 
mlddest of these Changest which Ml Waluh will have told you I 
see withQui the least Anger or UntasincsSt 1 can preserv^e my Public 
Chamcler, £ my Private Frkndjihip^t the former 1 trust is in my 
own Power* £ the lull or I hope I shall never forfeit* especially that 
with which yon have hononrd me, & which I shah all ways endeavour 
to maintain by the cordial £ Aflectionute Regard* with which 1 am. 
My Dear Lord, 

Your Lordship's, 

Most Faithful, 

£ most Obedient Humble Servant 

GnonoL GrenvillIv. 

I heg the Favor of your 
Lordi^htp to present 
GrenvJlIe^s £ my Respects 
to Ladv I’Jive £ my besit Compl? 

Lo M: SvaLsh £ Strachey 

1 WTmtdv wrote to ilrcnvUlE—Monduy, December 14, 1761 1 -* I called ml 
vaLir bomse just m tell you the fqUowlni; partlcalois concerning the nc^odatlons 
with ihc BedforiU. whlHi 1 take to he qiiLbcnUc/’—GrKi\1lle Papers, VoL 
p. 194. Widpote writes: The nfgoUatlan yfm b.1 leti^ completed on Ihe 
ItitL of December an theac InTtos:—Mr. Couway w'hi lo remain Secretary 
State till Fehnisryi and then reslgii the Scabs to Lord Wesinoiitb. Lord Goww 
la be President; Lord S^dwteh, Fortmaslcr ; Rigby, Vloe-Tmasnrer ol Ireland, 
with the prcmlic of PaymaJiLcr on the first opportimity ; n Garhir lu Ibe Dake 
ol Marlboroagh, and a Barmn'a Corffluet to Mr. Brand, when any Peers shoald 
be {^^ted ; with eome lesi considerable places for olirers of their dependants^ 
Yet did even ibti arrangemeot cost nine thousand, bthers said fifteen thnusand* 
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On the T^etter is noted Ans^ Sis'* ”; the following is 
the answer: 

Bath, Di^cember 1767. 

UriAii SrHr—f shDiiId long ere this iiai^e aeknowJcdged the receipt 
of your very obliging IciLer by General Irwin, 1 not been seL^eil 
with so vlolonl a return of my old complaint Ihal I was loiaUy 
mcapacitated Lrom writings and even nnw, tliongh I am coiisidcrably 
reUovcd, I cannot employ my hand to thxmk yon for your 

repeated expressions of friends flip and regard. Tbc relapsc^s of my 
disorder arc sa frequent and dflogerous, tlint Dr. Moysey Insists 
upon my making all possible baste to a more temperate climate, 
and 1 have accordingly determined to set oiil In a week or two for 
the Souih of Franco anti Ualy. Tliis junmey 1 am frankly lold Is 
ibe only rhanee J liaye for a perfect n^cuvery. I did Hatter myself 
I bat my health was ao far Improved p that I mi^L be able to atlend 
Parliament a btUe, afler the holidays, and 1 am sure I should have 
been happy if any commiiideation of tlic knowledge I hove acquired 
[of alfairs) in Itidia could have eoiitiibiiled to an equitable arrange¬ 
ment of them lor the mutual advantage of the uatian and of the 
Company^ But I he establlshmenl of my health must now super¬ 
sede all oilier collsideraLiuns, and my best wishes are ah 1 can oHer 
Lo you and the public. The Lime« I think, cannot be far diMant 
when your superior obi 11 Lies as a Minister w'jJl oblige the King to 
call you agabi Lulu Administration. For hLa sake and for the counlr>''b, 
I hope the event is near, but for your owiip I ought, perhaps, to wish 
that you migliL pasK the remainder of your life hi the tranquil enjoy¬ 
ment of private friendship, :md in pleasing rtfleelJous upon that 
great and uns|>otted public character which you have already acquired. 
Lady Clive Joins wiLb me in mosL respectful rompllmeuls to Mrs. 
Grenville, and I iiavc I he honour to rcmahip 

diivsu ^ 

Early in January, Clive, uccompanictl by Lady Clive, her 
relative Mrs* Lathanin aud the family party of Governnient 
House, Calcutta—Eiltuund Maskelync, Straehey aud lugltam 
—Aveut to Paris* The change of scene and the conditiotisi of 
lift improved his health. He submitted lo the severity of 
regiineus reducing tlic doses of opiuni wldcb he took to diminish 
pain. On Februiiry 9 he wTote from Pari^^ to Verebt: 

puiinilsp o-y^ear to GavermucihL Lord Nortliki|[lDii who ciirldied hitijs^f by 
^very mid change, y;oL ttirer thousand pounds a-\~emr for coJlny the post 

of f^sideot. Lord obtainsl as nmcli fur tb-iil uf Postmosterp and 

Ujtwold was IndEraniflecI for the temporary m^mission of Biphy to the Vloe- 
TreuiUrership; yet was Lord Buie illjpleuscd wlUi Oswald's dismlsslonp LbuugJi 
the IMter was fallen tulo a. state ot dubigs, and uppoared do mDre."' — olpoU'i 
” Memoirs of George IIL," Vol. llL, pp, 1-JO-1+ 

^ tirenvUle Fnpers, Vol. tV.^ pp* 200^1. 
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I am certain It will giv<f you fuHniie pkasure Id Ueur of my sale 
arrival at lliJi place, and of my rccovtrry bey do d what either my 
friends or my^eli could have Imaglited or expected In so short a time. 
The remedy, I bolieve, was foiiad out before 1 left England ; hni 
the travelling and climate have undoubtedly done me miicli good. 
In short, by the lime I have spent a few mouths in Ihc south ci 
France, and drank iht waters n£ Spa^ I doubt not of enju 3 fiiig a belter 
stale of henllh than 1 have done for siOmc yeors/^ 

As VereJst w'as in distant Bengal, he did nnt consider it 
indii^reet to reveal an imiiortant seeret. 

" Let me tell you in secret,^* he remarked, " t hat I have I he 
Kmg's eoinnmiiil to lay before hiin my Ideas of the Company's ailaini 
boLh at home nnd obroad, with n promise of bis countenance and 
protection In every thing f might attempt for the gfl&d of the nation 
and the Company,” 

Clive was a lover of Oriental art and a good judge of what 
was best in its many regions. At Paris bis interest in Muropenn 
art was first aw’^akeneiL and he bought a set of historical 
tapestries of the eelebratod tnanufaetnre of the Gobelins; 
several eapital pietufes, two eoniplcat services of the porcelain 
of St. Cloud..’ ^ From Paris Clive w'cnt to Foataineblenu, where 
it is said he met Bussy. and if the Frenchman's account of 
their eonversation is to be credited, it w'as in substnnee as 
follow's: 

Bussy wbo was the cieelared enemy of Monsieur dc LalJy* nLLil- 
bnted the unsuccessful attempt against Madrass; the loss of Pondi¬ 
cherry, anti the totnJ expulsion of the French from the provinces of 
Deugai, to that unfurtiLnaie general's ml$ccinduet, nvurice and 
obstinacy. Lord Clive replied, IhaL he looked upon Lully as a brave 
and ex| 3 orltnccd ofhceri whom he thought deserved a better fate ; 
that be was not perhaps u proper man for the first command of the 
Frtoch Torres In India, as really the event hod shewn, that ever since 
he had assumed It, exccpteii a few encounters where the Frcucli had 
the advantage, their affairs went on Ibe dedinc on the pi^nlnsvln 
of Indus {sic) after they had lost their cluei emporium, by h£r. Eally'a 
ill lurk, or want of judgment. But, continued his lordship, it would 
be ungenerous to lay to hJs charge, all your errors and disappolut- 
ments In Indostan. hit. Dupleix's emit end policy had given to the 
French a great ascendency over the country powders, w'hoin he began 
to divide. In order to rule over ihem, you forced us to counter¬ 
balance the arls of French fluesse, (allow me the expression) by nu 
army more formidable than either you> or us, had ever sent into 
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India. In this jntilual struggle for tlie empire of the EasL^ wc 
more for tuna than you j and as rivals m armSp we thought our 
victories Inadequate to our eicpectaliaTis, if we did not prevcat your 
future settlemcJits bi the Bengal provinces, 

" .-\s for making and deposing nabotis^ wbkh h the grand fleid 
of impeacEiment of my enemies ; you km>w^ sir, that Mr. Dupleix 
had for the first examplej your principal oflicers as well as ours have 
received presents from the cqimtry powers ; if the last Lime I had 
the houotir lo command bi Bengal I pul a stop lo this prevalent 
custom^ It was because divers oHkers of jufcrior rank in the army^ 
claimed the same favours as veterfins ; and I know an olflecr who 
has his forttme lo make, will fight better, than he, who has acquired 
nne E>cyonrl bis sanguine wishes/* 

But pray/ said Mr. Dc Hussy, - you cannot Oat ter youftelvEs 
to remaJn the absolute rulers of fndostan ; all the Europeans settled 
in those parts know% tliat tlie nabob's are mere cyphers, even the 
Mogul hJmself, are the iiiere tools of your uncontrolled power and 
dominion. It is not from the Asiatic princes lhal I E3q>ect a revolu¬ 
tion, but from ns, the Dutch and the Danes, especialEy if the Engllsli 
goverument leave your Eiisi India company in possession of Immense 
acquisitionsp chat they will not he able to presence or enjoy. As 
for us, the trade tq the East Ifidica is free and open ; it is become 
a national concern p a fine Odd for adventure rs^ wlio may some dav 
be powerfully supported by an army sufficient to assist the country 
princes. In recovering their independajict; and their territories. 
BcUeve, my lord, we have not given up India, our elaiins lay dormant 
at present, and we shall lay them, when we can assert them with 
the sword/ " ^ 

From FontamebkiLU, Clive, po-^sing through Orleans, where 
he made a brief halt, tiaveiled to Lyons, where he pur¬ 
chased a great quantity of velvets, rich silks, silver and gold 
tissues, i£c,, designed for his nscp or presents to some of his 
correspoiKleuts m Imlia/* From Lyons he proceeded to 
Avignon. Every stage of the tour brought some proof of 
the interest which his presence aroused in ttie minds of the 
chivalrous Freucli, and the letters he rei^eived display their 
desire to wclconje their illustrious antagonist. At Avignon 
he was received mth great distinction by the Pope's Vice- 
legate* and the nobility and gentry of this capital vied %vith 
each other in showing to this noble guest the same respect 
and attentioru'* Towards the end of Febniary Clive reached 

1 CQxaci:iatl, VoL IL* pp. 405-7. 
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Montpeiliei, where he resided for some time. His health having 
greatly improved, he returned to Poiis and went on to Spa to 
drink the waters. In a letter to him, 'b%Tittett on June 2S, George 
Clive says : “ It gives great sat Lsfaction to your Friends on this 
side the water to liear the surprizing accounts of your recovery 
and 1 hope you will never have occasion for the opium. 
At this time Clive must have purchased the lease of Lord 
Chatham’s house at Bath, for the letter contains the following 
postscript: “ 1 paid Lord Chatham £767 for his Furniture.” 

Clive’s health having so greatly improved, his thoughts 
turned once more to England, His piiysiciaiis advised him 
to remain on the Continent, as winter in England is not 
the most genial season in the world. But Clive’s hopes 
and apprehensions on behalf of the e>:ist€nce of the Com¬ 
pany reacheil unto the heart, and were closely interwoven 
with tus health and happiness. He wrote to V erelst; 

'■ I cannnt but acJcnowledgc I hat my redo very gives me a more 
particular pleasuiv tram the prospect I have of cserting myself fa 
lAVOur of the Company next wiiUer, a time very critical for them 
indeed, aJnec It wll then be Onally delcrmincd upon what fooling 
they ate to lie in future ; whether a part, or the whole, or none ol 
the power be ladgeil In them hereafter/* 

At the end of August Clive started on his return journey. 
On September 16 Lord PoWis wrote to him; “ 1 take this 
opportunity of congratulating your Lordship, on your return 
to England: I do it more cordially as I uanierstand you are 
come back in gtiod health & arc gone to Shrewsbury Uaces, 
Later on, in Septemher, Clive Wos in London, and on the 29tb 
received the following invitation : 

“ The Chairman and Deputy Chaimuin of the ElasL India Com¬ 
pany, present their Bespectful CompUnienti to Hie Bi^ht Hon'ble 
Lord Clive, and desire the honDur of bis Lordship’s Company, to dine 
Oil a Turtle, with the Gentle men in the Direcltod, at the King's Arms 
In Comb ill, on Wednesday next the S**' of October, at hall past three 
o'clock in the afternoon-”^ 

During Clive’s absence from England one of the most 
memorable elections in the annals of EnglnniL had taken place: 

1 PowEi MSS, 
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Wilkes was elected for the County of Micldtescx, Several of 
Clive's candidutes Were successfu]. John Walsh was elected 
for WorecstfU', but Strachey vfas not returned for Pontefract 
till November* Clive reapjjeared in Parlianient as member 
for hi-s old constituency Shrewsbury, and iio at the same time 
plunged into the whirlpool of India IIou.se politics* It Would 
have been well for Clive if he had followed the sound advice 
of George Grenville* “ to keep yourself in the Jionourable state 
of a public man, only contributing your advice and assistance 
when asked to preserve to this coimtry timt great empire 
which you liml so gre&t a share in aequirLng.” But Clive felt 
tliat the future prosperity of “ tliat great empire was now at 
stake. The agreement made with the Company on February 1, 
l7<tT, was about to expire, and the Ministry were anxious 
that a new agreement should be made for five years, during 
which time the Company were guaranteed the territorial 
revenues, but %vere bound to pay an annuity of £400,000 and 
to export each year British merchandise, exelusive of naval 
and jiiilitaiy' stores, to the amount of £380,837. Clive had 
not approved of the first agreement, and he exercised all his 
influence in the Court of Proprietors and the Court of Directors 
against any renewal, but, i)wiiig to the united mlluence of the 
^linistry and tlie Directors, the proposed agreement w'as 
carried for one year in a General Court by a majority of 
forty. On February 10, 1760, CHve wrote to an old friend 
in Bengal; 

■* Our wide and extruded possessions are become too great for 
tlic mother caiintr]i', or for our a bill lies, to manage. America is 
making great strides towards independency; so is [reUuid. Tint 
East Indies also. I think, cannot rctnain long to us, If our present 
constitution be not altered. A Dlrtcthm for a year oiUy. and that 
time entirely taken up In securing Dbectors for the vear to come, 
cannot Jong maintolit that authority which is rcquiBitc' for the man- 
a^g and governing such extensive, populous, rich, and powerful 
kingdoms a.s the East India Gompanj' are at present possessed of. 
Sg far are our Ministers from thlcdilDg of some plan lor securing this 
great and natlouaJ object, that they think of nothing but the present 
moment, and of sq^ueczlng from the Conijiatiy every shilling they 
hove to spare, and even more than they can well spare, conslslenl 
with their present circumstances." 
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About a nlotith later he Tprctte in the same strain to SyktB t 

" The conduct of tlie Dtrcctora, in commitlinff Utemsclvcs hi Ihe 
manner Ihry have done to Admlftlnraaon, is unworthy oI them, 
end contrary to their duty as Dlreclors. In my contiuct. I have 
taken up the great line of future advantage, both to the nation anti 
to the Company. I spoke long upon the subject in the House oT 
Commons, and with some spplause, but all to no purpose ; the neces 
sitlcs of the state, and present gain, weighed down anti overpowered 
Sill argument."* 

On February 2T, 1700, " the Administration/’ says Wal¬ 
pole, “laid berurc the House the ngreerufint with the Fast 
India Company, wliieli after a long debate, m which it was 
rather discussed than contested, passed without a division, 
GrenviUc himself approving it. Lord Clive spoke against 
it, and gave an account of the bail posture of their affairs 
in India, lie Wiis answered by Govcnuir Jolmstonc, vrho 
imputed those misfortunes to Lord Clive s own conduct, and 
even resproached him with the miirder of the Burkev 

afterwards its most bitter foe, appeared as the advocate of the 
Company, and defended the annual election of Directors as 
a system under which the Company hud pnjspered. " Men, 
he observed. “ continually watched by their constituents are 
worked into vigour. If the Direction w'cre established for a 
number of years the Directors might form tl^mselvcs into 
Cabals,” * CUve w'as greatly annoyed by the agreement being 
sanctioned by the House, and in a letter to Sir Robert Barker, 
dated March 5, 1769. he obser^ cd: 

Td tell you the Inith, after the next general election, I find 
myself very mneh disposed to withdraw myseh from all public com 
cems whalrver. My own happiness and that of my famdy Is the on^ 
object I have In view, and that can only be oblafaed by rcliremcn 
from the busUe and noise of a busy, debauched, and half-mined 

nation.” 

,4 month after this letter was written the April election 
at the General Court was held, and SuUvan and his friends 

1M *|iie mUTder s( Suraja-ud-Dewlah, unE of the greatert nt ^e blog charg^ 

bronght nfialast Clive in the TiT^hvVorace 

ttenr ^ndSTparty,"—" Memoir ol the Bei^ of George Ml,, by H 

Walpele, edited bv Sir Denis Le JlarEhaat, Bart, \d 1. III., p, *i4l. 

• Itid., ibiiL N. p. ^12. 
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regained theit power in the Ctiurt of Directors^ This was 
cHefly due to the influenoe of the Ministers who were jealous 
of Clive's political power always exercbed in favour of the 
Grenville party, Grenville liad opposed the expulsion of 
Wilkes from the House, and when Wedderbum* the most able 
Scottish lawyer, had, on account of his defence of the electors 
of Middlesex, to vacate his seat for Richmond^ Clive took 
steps for providing him with another seat. On May 9 he 
wrote thus to Wedderhurit: 

WestComee, Mufy 9, 1769. 

SiH,—I am sorry that any personal or party motive should have 
deprived you of that seat in Parliamcfit wliich you OUed with so 
much honour and luihiassed ability. It another seat be acceptable^ 
I have one at your service. In which you wfU at all times be at liberty 
to exert your talents upon your own prindplcs. 1 am^ with seatl- 
ments of the grealest esteem» ^c» Clive i 

^ Wedderburn replied as foUows : 

Lincoln's Lnn Fields, May 10, 1760. 

My Lobd»—I cannot be.sorry lor am incident that has produced 
to me 50 dbtlngui&hed a prEtof of your Lordship's esteem. The 
principles which govern yoqr conduct are so truly boncmrable^ that 
f Kave not the least scruple to accept the offer you are so obhgiEtg 
as^o make me, and [ am extremely Dattered to ratreJve it at this 
lime from ouc whose approbation of my conduel the world will 
respects I have the honour to be, &c. 

AL. WEnDEUBUIlN.* 

The sajne <iay Clive wrote to Grenville: j 

WESTCOMBEj^^MtfJlO, 17 B 9 , 

DejVB Sib,—I nclosed I send you copI^jO^UfyTetter to Mr. Wedder^ 
hcirrir and his answer. 

I am very sorry' my belng^dn the country will noL permit my 
assuring him in person ho^ tappy his acceptance of my offer has 
made me, and 1 must you w'ill lutJjnate as much to him; 

and my wish that bis election for another place may remain a secret 
until the Lime approaches for my Eibowmg him that mark of my 
respect and esteem. Alfthough 1 am fully convhiced that znliiisierial 
influence and power can effect nothing against me, yetj by having 
six months' notice, thejr may occasion trouble and delay In the pur- 

^ Grenvine Fapera, VoL IV., p. 422. » 
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cbase of some tstales which I am Diaklni; in^those parts, lor the 
purpose ol entirely siUTOundlag the town of Btishop'sl C[iistle] witli 
my own posscssioms.—ani, && Clive.^ 

Clive camplebed the purchase nf some of the estates. He 
had also acquired, when absent in France, a fine property in 
Montgomerj'shire, Clive had not reached fifty years of age, 
he had won great victories, he had ruled a vast kingdom, but 
it was difficult to fulfil the desire to obtain power and to use it 
well. With wealth to back him, great country estates, tniops of 
adherents, he would gather influence and be a power in P^lia- 
ment and the India House. He did not consider that Ws in¬ 
valuable service to England liad been sufficiently rewarded by 
an Irish peerage. During his absence in Bengal he cxjwnded 
a large sum in adding and improving at “ Old Stychc,” and he 
employed William Cliambers, whose Somerset House is an 
imposing example of English architecture of the time, to erect 
a new great country house in the place of the old mansion, 
Walcot, with its calm varietj* of distant purple hills, wide 
woods, and green meadows sloping down to a s-tream, -was his 
favourite residence during the summer time. To Walcot he 
tranfiferred the exuberant hosintality of the East. The house 
was constantly filled with guests, and it was the centre of 
brilliant gaiety and high spirits. Wlien life was not darkened 
by passages of gbrnni and melancholy, CUve was the brightest 
of companions, and he entered heartily into all the spo^ 
and enjoyments of country life. A ducal house in Belgravia, 
a fine mansion at Walcot, a country seat at Styche, many 
broad acre* in Shropshire and Wales, did not satisfy the earth- 
hunger of Clive or his love of building. On December 22, 
I76tt, he wrote to Verelst: “When you arrive in England 
you unll find me at Claremont, a delightful place, about four¬ 
teen miles from London, and in your Way from Portsmouth, 
if you land at that place.” * He at once began to make 
exten.siv'e and costly alterations in the house. 

In January, 17T(>, Verekt retired from the Government of 

1 Grenville Tuficrfi, Vol. IV., pp* 42^-^. 

* Ydl. in*p p. -47. 
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Bengali Hts tenure of office had been beset with many grave 
difficulties* The Madras Govcrninciit entered into an nihance 
with the Xizam, and declared war agaLost Hydcr AU* who 
had dethroned his master, the Hindu sovereign, and usurped 
Ids throne, and converted the state of Mysore into an extensive 
and powerful kingdom. The campaign, ill'nianagedt raged 
for some years^ and was brought to a close by a disastrous 
peace made in 17®9. The expense of this war drained the 
treasuries of Matiras and Bengal* Verclst's Select Committee 
to the Court: 

"" To give ttiem every possiMc support troni hence we have deemed 
it indispensahly a Duty we owe to you, our Hon'ble Employers ; lor, 
being Servants of the same Masters^ and b«iii| engaged In one general 
Cause* we have refiardeci the Welfare of your Setllemenl of Fort 
St. George cquoily with our own." 

They sent them large sums of money* sufficient to support 
the Madras army for some montKs, and they promised them 
more in case of need, but “ We could not hut inform them 
of the very distressed State to which this Country must 
inevitably be reduced by such considerable exportations of 
its Specie/" In a letter to the Court of Directors, Verelst 
gives the foUowuig reason for the distressed state of the conn tty! 

" Wlien the provfjices of Uengal, Bahar, and Orfssa came nnder 
your jurifiidlctiun* they were much sunk In opuieiice, populotioTi, 
and manufactures* from their ancient imporlance. The almost 
continual imipiions of Iho Mahorultas, under the government of 
Alliverdy Cawn, and the avarice of the ministers under the supine¬ 
ness of Sarujah al Dowtah, the uecassitfes of Meer JufEer* and the 
Iron hand of the rapacious and blood-thirsty Meer Cussjm, struck 
equally ut ihe property of the rich, and Industry of the ponr; and 
while it reduced the one to Indigence, ccmpelleil ihe other to seek 
safety in flight. If, la these, we add, Urst, the Immense amount In 
specie and icwels la the value of betvrccu three and Sve trores of 
rupees, secreted or carried off by Cossim, alter his several defeats 
had obliged him to relinquish nil hopes of a reinstatcment i 2ndly, 
Ttie royfil tiihute of twenty^six lacks, and ihe expence of about 
twenty lacks fat a brigade, both paid aruiually out of the provinces. 
Add consequently onl of the sphere of Our Immediate clrculADon - 
Sdlyp The annual amount of our own. and the other nations Invest¬ 
ments. for which no value Is ivcelved into the rountT^': ‘Jthly, The 
large exports of bullion to China^ and the differenl presJdendcs during 
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4lie three last vesirs: And lastly, the unavoidable mislortnfte and 
capital drain, the tomensc sums paid into the cash of tS 

for hills on theii respccilvc Companlta. tbe . 

several exports must appear Inevitably „ 

to the moil nourishing slate, much less he deemed tolerable to a 

dccEnlng and exhausted eonntni' I ^ 

In the l&st year of Clive's administration a nenr gold carrency 
was estahUshed, to obviate the scarcity of money due to the 
large annual ex]>ortBtion of bullion. In order to bring gold 
to the mint, a favourable rate of exchange between the new 
cold mohur and the silver coin was fixed on the fonner. llns 
had the effect of liringing more gold to the mint, but uicieascd 
the evil by causing more silver to be withiirawn from ciien- 
lation. “ A country so exhausted of its coin, and haraMcd 
liy three revolutions rapidly succeeding each otlier, was rather 
mi object that stood in need of every kind of refreshment and 
recruit than one which could subsist under new evacuations 
At this time a disastrous change was made m the mercantile 
system, which did not lead cither to refreshment or recruit. 
Under the old system “ the trade with India was earned on 
upon the common principles of commerce—namely, by send* 
ing out such commodities as foimd a denmiitl m the India 
market, and, where that demand was not adequate to the 
reciprocal call of the European market for Indian goods, by 
a large annual exportation of treasure, chiefly in silver 
The other European companies trading to India also traded 
by a large export of fmllion. “ This influx of money, poured 
into India by an emulation of all the commercial nations of 
Europe, encouraged industry and promoted gultiva,tion m a 
high degree, notwilhstaniling the frequent wars with Which 
that country was harassed, and the vices which existed m ite 
internal government." * About the year 1765 the East India 
Company ceased to export bullion regularly to India, and 
it wa-s s^n exported from England in much smaller quantities 
than by any other nation. 

t Knrt W'-UlUm. Stplember 26, 1766. Verdrt, Appearti* pp. 111-1=- 
• of W Select CamniiU* of tlw House of OqmmODs oa tbe 

.VilBin oI tmiia—June 25, 1763. Bnrioi, ^ ol- \ HI*. P* l**- 
> Burke, VoU VIIL, p. 42. * rtid., p. 43. 
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In. soon after Clive left Bengal, a large portioo tjf 

the snrpliis public revenue was* employed in the jiutchase of 
gntjds for e:<porUtit>n to England. This called the 

Investment,’^ The drain of the products of the country^ 
taken away without any retutn or payment to replenish the 
trading capital employed by their production, soon produced 
its natural evil effects. But the main cbusc of the diminution 
in the revenue and the growing povertj^ tjf the masses was 
the vices which gristed in its internal administration* This 
was mainly an adnunistTation of foreigners* The oHicials 
were mostly adventurers from ‘Persia; ignorant of the ways 
of the people and hrst principles of government j without 
s^TTipathies for Hindus; brought up amidst the tyranny, 
corruption, and anarchy wliich for centuries had charaetcrified 
Persian rule.’’ ^ 

The Court of Directors sent repeated and peremptfiry 
orders against any Interference with the administration of the 
Nawab's government* The Bengal Goverimuent were enjomed 
to retain the primitive characters of merchants with the ynost 
scrupulous delicacy. "" TIic consequencrea,"' Verelst wrote. 
** arc too evidently esempiified in the decline of eoifimcrce 
and cnltivation^ the dimuiution of specie and the general 
distress of the poor." Verelst was an able man. and. as Burke 
said^ the most honest of meu^ but be was not a strong man. 
During hts rule oflicial discipline l^ecame again relaxed, expenses 
of every department inereased, owing to extravagance and 
corruption, and absorbed the diuiinishiiig revenues* Bills 
were drawn to a large amount on tbeOompany, and the invest- 
ments continued to diminish, alike in timmtily and ciuality* 
The Court of Directors were filled with embarrassment and 
alarm. At this time, when the Ministry was extorting £400,000 
per annum from the Company, the Directors had to face n 
dimmishing revenue and an increasing debt+ The dispatches 
from the Bast revealed a state of disorder and misconduct 
in the three presideudes which demanded immediate tcmcdy* 
V'ansittart was anxious to return to Bengal as Governort with 
* Wli«eler "5 Early HjccArilA o( British p. 35?" 
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the aaithnrity ol' Governor-General, but Clive by his influence 
prevented the appointment being made. The Court of ULrectors 
then determined to send out a spccinl Commission, composed 
of Vansittart, liuke Semfton and Colonel Forde, “ to super¬ 
intend all the presidencies and settlements, vAitb full power 
to correet all abuses, and to dismiss or suspend such servants 
as ju^ht appear to have been eemeemed in sueli proceedings, * 
They sailed in the frigate Aufura. After leaving the Cape 
nothing more was ever heard of the vessel or any on board- 
On December 22 Clive wrote ns follows: 

■■ Tte severe blow ^ven the old Directors last year, by the 
admission of Sutivau and so many ol lus party, has been tbe occasioii 
of all that lias happened; and we were obliged to ctimponnd wUh 
Vansittart for his being Supervisor jointly with Semfton and Forde, 
to prevent bis going out Oovemor to Bengal, or Governor-General, 
which was the thing aimed at. Mr. Vansittart received aU the sup¬ 
port which Ministry, the Court, and Princess Dowager could ffve, 
and was very near succeeding In hia ambitious designs. 

In January, 17T0, Verelst resigned, the Government of 
Bengal, and was succeeded by Mr. Cartier, who was also an 
old servant of the Company. Clive described him as a gentle¬ 
man with a good capacity mid solid judgmedt, of a generous 
and disinterested way of tluiikuig. But he had not, as Clive 
reiiuirked, “sufficient confldentfi in himself,” and that is a 
fatal defect in one who governs an Oriental province, Lartier, 
however, had, during his administration, a great and grievous 
calamity to face from the commencement of his rule. In 
December, 1768, and .August, 1769, the rice croi^ in Bengul 
were scanty, and the absence of the heavy periodical rains 
in October produced an almost total failure of the harvest.. 
The absence of rain led to intense heat, and tlie inferior crops 
of grain and pulse, ordinarily reaped between February^ and 
April, were dried to powder, mad a great famine ravaged Lower 
Bengal and Behar. “ Large tiumbers of people, after vainly 
endeavouring to obtain subsistence from leaves and the bark 
of trees, perished miserably of starvation, and the fields and 
highways were strewn, with dead bodies. We read of ‘ many 
1 VoL L, p. 272* 
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liimdreds of villages entirely depopulated/ and k was officially 
computed at the time that about one-third of tlie popuJatioiii 
or ten miliions of people, perLsliecL In many cases the star^dng 
objects sustained themselves with the desh of forbidden and 
abhorred animals^ and there were itistances in which the chUd 
fed on its dead parents or the Tnother cm her child,” ^ The 
Bengal Government and the Nimmut contributed large sums 
towards saving people from starvation. The feeling of the 
^credness of charity is intensely strong In the Oriental i*-iid 
large suni!^ were subscribed by private individuals of all ranks 
and creeds. Owing to the famine, trade was completely dis- 
ordcireih the revenues decreased to a vast extent^ andj instead 
of a surplus being remitted hojnef lieavicr bills had to be 
drawn on the Court cjf Directors. At this time the Court of 
Proprietors declared a dividend of 121 per cent. The ouDookj 
at borne and aboard^ caxised Clive sorrow and aiLviety^ On 
February 15, 17T0, lie wrote: 

"" 1 wni not tr&uble you with llie situation □! ^illairs In Englaacl. 
Anarchy and confusion seem to have pen^aded every part of the 
BrJllEjh empire. In vain can we expect our aHalrs shall fLourlsli 
abroad, when all Is gotag to ruhi at hatne^ 'fbe Directors are so 
divided among Lhemselves, and so much taken np in struggling for 
power at every general election, that they liav'e quite lost sight of 
the Compony^s interest, wluch is daily sacrificed to their own vkws^ 
and the vnews of partirnhir PropiielorSi to answer tlictr purposes. 

With regard to myself, having slrugifled long enough against 
lire tide to very Httle purpose* I am determined the approaching elec' 
lion shall put an end to my activity, in support of any set of men 
wiiatever+ it is beyond my power to do the Company any farther 
service ; and the disposlilon to easti and retirement gains ground 
upon me daily/* 

Towards the close of the same year Clive's ilnsire to retire 
from public affairs was s trengthened by the death of his intimate 
frlertdt George Grenville. On November 14, 17TO^ Wedderburu 
sent him the sad tidings. “ The misfortune we dreadeii has at 
last happened,'^ he wrote; 

** 1 could not prevail upon myself to send you the JUrsl account of 
it, knowing from my owii expeiience how nuieb yon would £ceJ npoa 

*" The Pniaine Id iadia/' by G, W, Farre&t, p 3* 
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such an acCdsiou. I had It iminedlately In my view lor three days 
together, and yet I was shocked with the event that I had expected. 

Four days afteri Clive wrote thus to hint from Bath : 

" Mr. Grenville's death, though long expccied, could not hut 
affect me very severciv. Gratitude first hound me to Idm: a more 
intimate connection afterwards gave an opportunity of admiring 
his abilities, and respecting his worth and integrity. The dlssoluUon 
of our valuable friend has shipwrecked all our hopes tor the ' 

and my iudifiposition liath not only m&de me indifTereol ^ 

world of pomes iL but to tbe world in general. \\ hat enect 
rettimLog health may have. I cannot answer lor; bul If I can jmlge 
lor myself in my present situation, I wish to support that indeiwiid- 
eacy whleh will be approved, of by my friends in parllcnlar. 
the puiblle in geoeral. My sentUneats are the same as yours, with 
regard to our conduct In the preaenl tlmes/^ 


After the death of Grenville, Clive texjk less interest in 
home politicSp and refused to attach hiraself to any party. 
He had discovered that party interests do not always coin¬ 
cide with Imperial iiitcrest&v Lord North, who had succeeded 
the Dulce of Grafton as Prime Mimster, was a personal acquaint¬ 
ance of Clivers, fiud friendly letters had passed between them. 
He Was most anxious to secure the support of Chve. Wedder- 
bum became, after Grenville^ s death. North s Solicitor'Geuerah 
and he wrote thus to CUve on May 9s ITTI ; 


'' Lord Hoehtord * □ !ew days ago, desired that 1 would ask your 
Lordship if you would allow him Lo talk over iodlan afli^rs ^th 
you. He says ihat it Is his duty to bestow more attenimn than 
lias hitherto been employed upon an objecl of the utinosi conse¬ 
quence to the nation, and tliat he wishes to Improve or to form his 
Ideas from your conveTsation/' 


A few days later Clive, in his reply, gave vent to liis 
feeling: 

" I am happy to Bnd Lord RoebJord thJtUes so justly ol the Import- 
anee of our possessions in the East Indies i and yet in these limes of 
idlscordl and confusion, much. I fear, cannot be expected trofta p 
laudable endeavours to bcneflL tbP public by securing and imptovlng 
our acquisitions in those parts, men 1 returned to Engird in 
the year 17S7, my thoughts were much taken np with the flalLcr- 
Ing prospect of assisting Government to complete a work which I 

‘ Defect In the Sts. ' Then one nf lie Seortinle* of State. 
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had only begun ; and I Intimated as much to the King in a private 
audience wtiich I ^as honoured with soon afler my arrival; * 
tedious and severe Qliiess prevented me from carrying my Ideas Into 
execulion, and afforded me leisure lor relleetioii, 1 ho result was, 
that I soon perceived I hat unless a settled adnilnistiatluu, possessed 
ol both resolution and power adequate to tlie object, undertook 
thorouahiy tu engage Parliament in Ihe huBintss. no matenal adv^- 
taite could he obtained lor the nation by any light 1 could give- After 
mv recovery, I had many conversations with Mr. Grenv^c upon 
the subject; who. to the last, was of the same w'ay of thinking. 
Mr. Strachey has, with the materials T have furnished him. under^ 
inten that tnsk ; but 1 think he cannot eomplele the work in 
less than eighteen mantlis. Vmi are acquainted with my design 
of going to the Spa, and spending the next wmler m Uniy. I 
can only be in London □ few days at the latter end o! July. 
II that time should be convenient to Lord Rachlord, and he win 
signify his pleasure by a lew lines, 1 shall he ready to pay my 
respects lo his Lordship, and give him aU Ihe verbal infonnatwin 
in tny power." 


Clive in Loridon st the latter end of July, hut no record 
of nny iuterview vrilh Lord Iloehford can be found- A most 
important subject at tlmt time engaged his ijiind. As many 
months had passed and no news of the Aurora had been liear^ 
the question of sending fresh supervisors was raised. Clive’s 
opinion was desired. 

“My advice w'as," he wTote to Warren Ilastingti, *'that, as the 
pros per it V of the Company was now become a matter of v«y Beiious 
national concern. It behoved Iheiti to show lhat, m appomtmencs 
of this nalnrc. thev w«e guided, not by the view of parllcnlnr friends, 
but merely by that zeal which the duty ol their slallon demauded, 
for preserving and rendering permaneni onr possessions in India; 
and that, therefore, they should lum their thonghts towards men 
who stood high in public character and reputation." 

He proposed Wedderburn, who had the ability but not the 
moral stamina requisite for the trust, Mr. Com wall, afterwards 
Speaker of the House of Co^mnions, and Sir Jeffrey Amherst, 
an energetic and resolute soldier, who had eons'iderable expe¬ 
rience as a ruler. To these Clive suggested that Warren 
Hastings, as Governor, and one of the Conneii, should be added, 
and that these Rve should be invested with all the pow-ers 
civU and military, Amherst declined. 
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As to the two former/" Clive said, " they might be prevailed 
upon t hut the D^reetore do not seem ready to embrace any great 
compreheivslve plan of supervisorshipp ^ as to make it an obieci 
for men of such comcquencc. My last proposition wns^ that the 
Company should revert to the plan of niy Govemiiient* viz. that a 
Committee of flve should be appointed out of the best and ablest 
men in Bengal, of whom the GH&vemar should he the head i and 
t&is, 1 imagine, will bo adopted," ^ 

Two years nftcr Warren Hustings returned to England he 
was summoned to give evidence before tlie committee which 
had been appointed to imjuire into the state of the Company's 
affairs, and the clear and strong view he expressed on them 
won for him both the regard and gratitude of his old iiiasters. 
He harl spent und lost the scanty fortune which he had brought 
hoiiie^ and desirous of retiiniing to India. Mb applica- 
lion to be restored to the senriee of the C^impimy was favonr- 
aijly received, and in 1T6S the Court of Directors announced 
to the Madras Covernment the appoint ijient of Hastings to 
be second in Couneil, hi these handsome terms : 

“ Mr. WoTfren lings, a gentleman who has served us mnny 
years upun, the Bengal estabLishment with great ability and uu- 
blemished character, effering hlm&ifrU to be employed agnia In our 
service, we tiavCr troni a conslderailon of his Just merits, und general 
knowledge of the Company's affairs, been induced to appoint him 
one of the Meinhers of our Councdl ai your presidency and to 
sLatlon him next below Mr. Du Pre/^ “ 

At Madras Hastings displayed such zeal and abtlity that 
the Court of Directors resolved^ in April, 1771, to appoint 
hini secobd Member of Council at Calcutta, with succession 
as President and Governor of Bengalt ivhkh at that tinie was 
the highest post in the service of tlie Company* In the letter 
of congratulation, dated August 1, 177U which Clive sent 
Ilastitigs, his former young subordinate, he observed: 

" The sltunliou of affairs requires that you should be very cir¬ 
cumspect and active. , , , Be impartial and just to the puhliCr 
regardless of the interest ol individuals, where the honour of the 
nation and the real advantage of the Company arc at stahCt and 

^Milcolm, Vol. HLp p. 257. 

^Sdeetiaos from Uae State Papers ml the GeYemcn-GcnerBl of tniUai editeiJ 
by W, FofTcal, VoL L., p. b. 
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resolute in cam'lug into execution your JcUnniimtloa, wlilcti I 
1 1 ope will at all tiuirii be mtlier ruuuded upun your own opinion Hum 
that ol others. With regard to political nirasures, they are to be 
taken according to tbe occasion. When danger arises every pre¬ 
caution must be made use of, but at the same time you itinst be 
prepared to meet and encounter It. This you must do with clieerful- 
ni'SS anti confldenee, never entertaining a thought of itilscarrying 
till the inislortimu aetually happens, and even then you are not to 
despair, but be cotisilonlly contriving and earrying into execution 
schemes tor retrieving aflairs, always fiatlcring yotirscU with «a 
opinion that Lime and perseverance will get the better of everything. 
From the Utile knowledge 1 have of yon, 1 am convinced that you 
have nnt only ablUties and iKrsotud resolution but Integrity and 
modr'ration wltli regard to riches ; bnl I thou gilt I discovered In you 
a illtQdencc in your own judgnieid and loo great an easiness of dis¬ 
position, which may subject you insensibly lo be Jeif where yon ought 
to yufde. Another evU which may arise fmiu h is, lhal you may pay 
too great an atleiitlon to Lbe reports of the natives, and be inclined 
to look upon things in the worst instead of the best light. A proper 
confidence in yourself and never-falling hope of success will be a 
bar to this and every other III tlint your sltuaLion is Liable to t and, 
os I am sure that you are not wanting in abilities for the great office 
of governor, 1 muiix. add that an oppotlunUy is now given you of 
making yourself one of ihe most distingulslied chariicters of iliis 
couniry." 

Clive the soliiier, stern and imperiaujt, blunt and out¬ 
spoken, dill not perceive that the calm judgment and. courtly 
manner of the yourtg diplomat cloaked, an inflexihle will. 
Hastiitg.s passewi^ mure pntk-nce. equanimity, and comnuiml 
of temper than Cliv’c, Clive Imd the qualities for laying the 
broad foundation, IIa.stings the genius for erecting the Imperial 
fabric. 

In October, 1771, anotlier attenapt was made by Lord North 
to secure the allegiance of Clive. On tlie 21st Wedderburn 
wrote to Clive that lie had seen Lord North tliat nioming, and 

as soon as the business which brought me to him was Ilnished. he 
began upon the subject of the East Indies ; to which, he said, the 
attention of Administration was now very' seriously turned. He 
seemed to feel strongly the necessity ot taking some steps Imme- 
diaiely for the preaervaiion of so hnporlynt an object, and the diffi¬ 
culty *ol jormlns any proper measure for that purpose. Ffom the 
tenor of the conversation it appeared to me that no idea had as yei 
presented itself that could be the routidadon of any plan; and be 
expressed the strongest wish to receive thnl lustruciion upon the 
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subjuct which your Ijirdship alone can give him- 1 
me to sav thal your Lordship had never given any Admlnls^LioQ 
reason to tiUnJj that you would decline doing that service to the 
pahlic, but that you had never been called upon ; nor had 11 ewr 
appeared to he an object ot real atteutiou to Govcmmmt. He 
seeinE'd very desirous tliat I 5hf>iild acquaint you how much ^ 
now become the object of their most earnest alienlioo, and that it 
would give him the utmost satIsfacHon to be obit to form own 
ideas upon youre. 1 did not undertake the comimsslOB with w 
much frankness as 1 should have done, if it had been only to go from 
Downing Street to Berkeley Square ; and this evening I received 
the enclosed letter, which 1 was desired to convey to your Lordship, 


The following is Lord North’s letter; 

DOWHINO StHEET. 

Oct: 29. 

Mt Loud— The Solicitor Geneml having inform’d me, that It 
is bis tnleoUon to write to your Lordship by Ibis post, I have 
desired him to Inclose this note to you ; The very intrica e ang 
DUS situation of our possessions In India will, probably, [tiake it 
necessary to bring them uiuler the conalderulloii of Parliament dnrmg 
the next Session, The Question Is in Itself most nrduo^, & con- 
less, that 1 stand in need of much inlormation upon this subject, 
yotLT Lordsbio, tram vour extensive kdowledge qJ iij can be ot greal 
service to me, & 1 have no doubt, but that your public splnt will 
incline you to give roe every nssislance in your power; I stinU lie 
much obliged to you, if you will do me I he honour of calling upon 
me. when you return irotn Bath ; your tiniB shall be J^ime ; 1 

shall be at borne every morning & evening, except on Saturdays & 
Sundays, you may depend upon (Inding me whenever it Is conven etit 
to you to honour me with your company. I am, with the greatest 

My Lord. 

Your lUDsl falthfiil 

humbLe servant 

JSfoRTn, 1 


Weddcrbiim proceeded to inform Clive ttnt from Lord 
North's he went to Lord Roehford: 

who look up the same subjcclj and^ his TnHiiTiEr witti rnore 
eoBemess than the other. He desired me to teU your LortUiup, 
that he had employed himself In lorming a Pricis of the ludism 
allairs, which he wished to cominnnicute to you ; that lie was con- 
vineed you thought alike with him as to ttie evils, that now subsist, 
and that yon knew, miieh better than he could, what were the proper 
remedies for them.'* 
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At the dose of the letter Wedderljurn observed: 

*■ It might Ktcm odd U t omitted to say to your Lordship, upon 
the former part of my letter, that I am very moth pepaaded. both 
the minis lets I have seen, and particularly the last, will pursue anj 
plan you point out- 1 have had other conversations with him formerly, 
upon the general state of Indian affaire, and his ideas seem In coincide 
very much wllh yours." 

On November B Lord North wrote thus to Clive: 

Downing Sx^EbTs 

iVor 9- 

My Lono,—Wlien 1 Lad the honour of seeing your Lordship at 
Busby Pnxk, our convensutlon so much tngros&tMl hy the Lm|jorlojii 
(tuesllod of the Instnictloiis to the Gov- Gen’ & Council of Bengal, 
which is liUely to come on soon before tlnf Court of Propnclors, that 
1 forgot to mention another question comparalively of imaUcr 
Importance, which will he Laliotteii for tomorrow. I mean, the con¬ 
test bclwceii Mf Munshlp & M: CnmliiB ; 1 promUed I he former some 
time ago lo speak to some of my frlendi^ III his lavouT* I have ju^ 
leuiTit that be appfclicads that Ih* notion of his ha\ing the stipj^rl 
of Administration will have preiudked some of Ihe Proprielore aBBms.t 
Idm, which makes It more Incumbent npon me to procure him aJJ 
the assistance [ can. This must be my cxcti&f lor troub g 
Lordship at ilU, especially, for troubUng you so late upon this 
mailer, bnl, if I do not come too late, 1 sbaU think myself obliged 
to your Li^rclship, & such ef your friends as can attend upon so short 
a notice, for any support which you may afford to Maaship lo¬ 
in orraw, I haVe the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 

My Lonl, 

Your Lordsbip*5 

Most faithlui humble ser^apt, 

Koktti j 

Five days after, Clive received the following from Wedder- 
buru; 

" I delivered your Lordship’s Mtcr to L. N.. who seemed to be 
extremely happv'by the manner in which you received his applica¬ 
tion From the inquiries which he matle about your engagements 
In the counlry, I imagine he is very desirous of seeing you in town. 
But that matter rests more properly with him, and I otity s^d 1 
was very sure you would be very ill pleased to be brought up lo no 
purpose. The other Lord is In the counlry this week, but returns 
on Monday next. I should conjecture that his Ideas art more forward 
upon Ihe affairs of the East than your correspondent’s. I am told 

^ Pawls 
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the Dlr-ecti?!^ have cDEtipminjs^d th^ alTalr of thft tea-duties with 
the TfeasuTy i but they have not doae me the hauour to ucqfuatni^ 
me upon wbut terms, though in the outset of the hnsiitess^ I had 
some share in brtugmg uhouL an agreement lor the Company, There 
seems to he a jgocid deal of tU-biunour at present against the Directcirs+ 
■wtiieh they may feel the ellcets of, if the alarm at the present state 
of alia If s in India is not quitted soon.“ 

On November 17 Lord North Tsroto to CliTe ; 

Dowsino SniEjrr. 

N&tf 17. 1771. 

Lord —Your ready & most obliging complitmce with my 
request demands my sincemt thanks: Your I,ordship wHl do me 
the Justice to believe, that 1 should not have troubled you upon a 
slight & trilling occasion ; The very great Importance ol the matter 
upon which 1 am desirous of consnllmg you, the necessity that there 
is of taking it speedily under consideration, 4t, I wiU freely confess, 
the veiy imperfect knowledge 1 have as yet obtained of Iti wiU siiEl- 
cieiiUy plead my excu&e for this+ I am afraid, rather unreasonable 
infeiTUptian: i should he loth to shorten tJie time your Lordship 
has destined to a visit into Shrapshire, therefore, will not press for 
the honour of seeing you. before it suits your own con’^’enience ; 
Give me leuvCt however, to add, that 1 feel s considerable degree of 
impatience till that mamenl cornea. I am now settled in Town 
for the WTntcr, &. your Lordship may depimd upon finding me at 
home any morning or evening upon giving me eight iS: forty hours 
noUcie ; I am seriously bent upon this business. shall certainly 
prefer no other to it ; "The sooner your Lordship can favour me 
with your companyj the greater obligation will it be to. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's 
most faithful humble servant 

North. 1 

Weeiderburnt owed hiii :^t to Clivc^ and w'as his 

staunchest supporter, could hardly expect tliat SuUvati and 
his party—Clive’s most bitter foes in the India House—^would 
confide in liitiL SuUvnn had been for years a personai friend 
of North's, and Ms chief adviser on Indian allairs, and he 
naturally resented and feared Clive’s joining the North party 
and exercising an influence over the Prime Minister* Sulivanj 
as Deputy Chairman of the Court of Directors, Icnew^ that the 
state of the Company's affairs must soon demand the attention 
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of Parliament, and he determined to strike a blow which 
Would cripple the action at the Government and destroy the 
influence of Clive in the House. The plan of attack was 
well laid and the time well chosen. The newspapers were 
crowded with virulent false attacks upon Clive, and innumer¬ 
able scurrilous pamphlets circulated tnonstrous tales of his 
immorality, craelty, and rapacity. ,Mr. Johnstone and all 
the offlcials whom he had dismissed or suspended, all the 
officers who liad taken part in the mutiny, all the adventurers 
whom he had prevented from plimdcrinjr the natives, supplied 
the material for the attacks and the money to employ the 
assassins. The accounts of the sufferings caused bv the 
famine, whieh now came home, were reproduced after being 
highly coloured. Horace Walpole has left ii5 a picture of 
the public mind: 

We have auoLher scene ceialng to light, of a hlack dye indeed. 
The groans ol India have mounled to heaven, where Ihe heapen- 
born General Lord Clive will certainly be disavowed. Oh. my dear 
Sir, we have outdone the Spaniards in Pern 1 They were at least 
butchers on a reUgious principle, however diabolical tiiclr zeal. 
have murdered, deposed, plundered, usurped—nay, what think irau of 
the famine in Bengal, in which three millians perished, being caused 
by a monopoly of the provisions, by the servanu of the E^t India 
Company? All this Is come out, is eoniijig out—unless the gold that 
inspired these horrors can quasli them. Voltaire .says, leamieg, arts, 
and philosophy have softened the munners of mankind: 'when 
tigers can read they may possibly grow Uune—bul itian 1 " i 

Walpole gave exiwession to the general rumour that the 
famine was caused by the Company’s servants engrossing all 
the rice of the country; fcliat they had sold grain for e^ht, 
ten, twelve times the price at which they had bought it. The 
case was grossly exaggerated. Some of the Corap^y's agents 
were found to have traded in rice in defiance of aii order of 
Council issued in Septemher, 1760, strictly forbidding all 
trade in grain. The wildest stories regarding the monopoly 
of rice were almost univcrially believed, and Englishmen 
shuddered at the crimes of their countrymen, who had made 
enormous fortunes by the starvation of millions of their fellow- 
1 Toynbee’s '‘Walpole," Vol. VIIL, p. 153. 
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ereature'i. The love of justice and pity for tbe afflicted. t«'o 
predominating features which mark and dLstingubih the 
BCter of Englishmen, were aroused, aud they turned tlwjr 
thoughts seriously to India, with a passionate determination 
that the Government of the Company should be reformed. 

On January 7, 1772, the Secretary of the Company sent 
tbe Eolloi«fiiig letter to Clive: 

Mv t oRO.—The Court of Directors ol the East India Coinpmy 
haviuB tatelv received several Papers, coDlaining Charges respcctuifl 
rb™5».8<^e»l ol lb. Conp.»,-. An.te in fenSill. »h™l« ^ 
Lordship is made a PaJly. I am commanded lo send to you 
Conics thereof, and al Ihe same time to acquaml your Lor^hlp, that 
If :^ou have any Observations to make thereon, the Courl ftf DLrectora 
wiU be glad to receive them as expedillously a* may he convcmenl 

to your Lordship* 

I am wiili grea^^ Rfspecl 

My Lord, 

Yeiir Lortiship's most Obedient 
and most hiiJtible Se^rvant 

East Lndia House, P- i 

the 7- JanaoTtf 1772. 

On January 12 CUve sent the following answer: 

To the Courl of Direciora 

G 6 N'TI.F.> 1 E*S-I have received a letter from Your 
eaclosing Copies of several Pajiers, whlcli he uifoi^s me were lately 
received^by Yon, containing Charges respecting the Mana^menl of 
the Company’s Adairs in Dengal, wherein 1 am mad# a Parly , an 
at the sLe lime acipainting me llmt if I have any Obserwlions to 
make thereon. You will b# glad to receive them as expcditmusly as 

may he convenient to me. ^ ^_ 

Yon have not been pleased to mfotm m# from whom ^ on 
received those Papers, to what End they were laid before You. 
what Resolntlon Y’ou have come to conceming them, nor for wnar 
Purpose Y'on expect my Observations upon them. 

I shall however observe lo You, that where the whole ot my Lon 
duet U slated upon the public Records ot the Company you may 
And a suHlclent Confutation of the Charges which Y’ou have Imns- 
initted to me. and 1 cannot but suppose that if any Part ol my Con¬ 
duct had been tnjuriDUS to the Sendee, contradictory to my Engage¬ 
ments with the Company, or even mystmons to You, Four Y^et« 
& an half since my Arrival fa England would not have elapsed before 
Your Duty would have Impelled Y'ou to call me to Afcounl.s 

* Ibid. 
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Parlwiment met on January 21, 1772^ and in the cautiously- 
worded Speech from the Throne ati evident illusion was made 
to the affairs of the Company^ though they were not men¬ 
tioned. The seconder of the motion for the Address m the 
Iloiise of Commons^ however, “ expatiated upon that subject, 
and hinted that new law?j and reguiatioiis Were necessary 
to be made for the n^se of the company ; that at present they 
had not sufficient powers in their hands to controul their 
servants, who made enormom fortunes at the expenee of 
their masters* and were guilty of such exorbitances in other 
respechs, as might hazard the total loss of their valuable 
possessions in that part of the world-^' ^ Lord North had, 
however, no intention of entering for the present into that 
dangerous and complex matter—^reform of the constitntion 
of the Company and the Government of India. He was still 
anxiaus to obtain the beneht of Clive's experience and hi$ 
support with regard to fresh regulations that might have 
to be framed. On January 30 ** Lord North presents his 
Compliments to Clive and will be glad to have the Honour 
of seeing him to morrow Morning at Eleven o'Clock, in Downing 
Street,” s 

On Febmarj' 6 the Court of Directors made an attempt 
to conciliate and circumvent Cbvep The Chfurman sent him 
the following : 

" M! Purliag presents hJs Compliments to Lord Clive & forwards 
him a Sketch ot an Act Tor better managing Kast India AHnirs, & 
the Duly admlnistrlng ot Justice; & sbaH be very glad ol receiving 
ids Lordship'^ Obf^ervations thereupon. 

" East Ixdia House 
Febf 1712r* 

CUve at once sent a brief and dignified answer : 

" Lord Clive pre^nu his Goinp“ to Purling has^ received the 
favor of his Note with the Sketch ol an Act for the belter managing 
E. India Affairs & h sorry that he camiot with propriety, in his pre¬ 
sent Situation with the Court ol Directors* confer with him as Chair¬ 
man of that Directioa^ bui is ready to give his private Opinion to 

1 ^'Annual Hechter tur Use Year 1772,^ pp. 
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M' Purling US a tmd tadlvldual, rein ing a ^Uc ^^cMrution 

of his S^ntimenls llB the WH comes belorc Parliimieiil. 


The following day Mr- Purling wrote thus to him: 

Mr LOPO,^I have had the honor of y*™- Lordship’s 

note and am sorry any thing should have happened lo caUhO n Co^ 
yom Lordship ^ the Court of 
T,ent your Cnnfertng with Ihcir Chairman on the 

nanv • Bnt am happv to And you have no objectlDu to receive him 
L Friend & Indivddual. [ shall therefore be glad U ymi will give 
?ne o^JoreuSty of walling on your Lordship, when you are at 

leizure- 1 am. My Lord, i^ordshlp's FallMuU 

Friend & Servant 

, „ ^ J- puKLnso, 

East India Hol-sf* 

7 Feftf 1772.* 


On March 30 Mr. Sulivan, who, besides being the Deputy 
Chamimn of the Court of Directors, was a member of the 
House <,f Commons, brought forward a motion to bring m a 
Bill “ For the better regulation of the aCairs of the East Indta 
Company, and of their servants in India, and for the due 
administration of justice in Bengal ” Sulivan urged m sup 
port of the motion that the evd state of affairs m India was 
owing principally tu the little power the Court uf Directors 
had to punish their servants either for disobedience to theix 
orders or for malpraeticeE in their several departments. Suhvan 
did not mention CUve by name, but, in the debates which 
followed, much altercation arose and many charges Were 
brou^rht against CUve. That these charges should be treacher¬ 
ously prompted by the governing body of the Company, whose 
possessions he liad saved from destruction, the Company 
vfho had so often praised his noble deeds, pierced deeply his 
proud heart. Clive was not o man to submit patiently to 
attacks. He replied to his assailants in a speech which Lord 
Chatham, who was present during the debate, declared was 
“ one of the most finished pieces of eloquence he had ever 
heard in the House of Commons.” The story of his “cond 
Government, and of the desperate lawlessness with which 
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he had to contend* is told with clearness of tan^iage 

and everj" force of arguments After informing the House that 
he whhed to lay his case before thcni, but to .speak like¬ 
wise to my country in gencralt upon whmn I put myself, not 
only without rcltictance, but with alacrity/* he proceeded to 
say: 

" It \s well luiawn tliat I was called upoo, Lp tlie year 1764, by 
a General Court* to undertake the management of tbe Company's 
aflalrs In Dcdgal when tboy were In a very critical and dangerous 
siluation. It is as well known tbal my circuTnstflnces were hide- 
prudent and adtiient. Happy In Ibe sense of my past conduct and 
services* happy in my lamlly, happy tn my connections, happy in 
cvery'tliing but my health, which 1 lost in the Company's semce* 
never to be regained. 'Tbls sltnaGouj this happiness* I lelmqDisbed 
at the call of the Company, to go to a lar-dMant* unliealthy dlmate* 
lo undertake the envious task of reformaUoTi. My enemies will 
suppose thal I was actuated by mercenary motives. But this House 
and my country at large wiU, I hope, thmk more liberally. They 
will conceive that 1 undertook this expedition from a principle ol 
gratilndc^ from a point of honoiir, and from a desire of doing essential 
serrice to that Company under whose ausplecs I had acquired my 
fortune and my fame." 

He then observed that upon his arrival in Bengal he found 
the powers given were so loosely and iesuitieally Worded timt 
they w"^re immediately contested by the Councih I was 
determined, however/* he added 4 “ to put the most extensive 
constniction upon them» because 1 was determined to do 
my duty to my country/" In the discharge of that duty, 

" Three paths were before mVir One was strewed with abundance 
of latr advantages. I might have put myself at the bead of the 
Government as 1 found It. I might have epcouraged the resolution 
which the gentlemen had taken, not to exectiie the new covenants 
which prohibhed the receipt of presents; and although f had exeeuled 
the covenants myself^ I might have contrived to relmm to England 
with an Immense fortime Infamously added to the one belore honour¬ 
ably obtained. Such an Increase of wep.lth might have added to 
my peace of mind ; because aU men of honour and sentiment would 
have justly eondenmed me. 

Finding my powers thus disputed* I might in despair have given 
np the commoii wealth and have left Bengal without making an 
effort to save iL Such conduct would have been deemed the effect 
of folly and cowardice, 

" The third path was intricate. Dangers and difficulties were on 
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T3ni T to narsoe It. Ill short, I iras d-eter- 

mv datvTL puhliS ^though 1 sho^d incor the odtum 

Ae ’Wfltare oI the Company required n 

fw r^lotu* O. tb. Aug... 

stable.” 

He then, vith some explosion of temper. excLumed. 

It that eondeet whLcIl hm ^™"X.Tto?e"“5 K t*o 
„enj .-nth — --I ^rnefS^r-S;^™ cherge. 

K V A:“ rnet vhlcb .n^l» - n^. «“ ree."l 

-St ^^t oSr»*‘ S‘t.s' r- 

, Ibonght the «S ty eels ol xtotete or oppresdon. 

rfeH"S=5s;,g| 

r3?M5SSs£&™--?,“ 

he' eenylneed.- 

After referring to the marmcr m vtUch the chMges had 
been conveyed Id him, he proceeded to answer them m detmh 
They ^'erc four in number. To the first charge, that he had 
created A monopoly of cotton, he replied: 

-Trade was not my pmlession. My line has b«a i^taiy ^d 
11 Joi I aU I bu« in the world to my bflvmg been at the 
£^fnf an army; as to cottpn^l know no more about It thon 

the Pope ot Romev^^ 

To the second charge, that of creating a monopoly of 
diamonds, he observed that 

** Bv the acqnirillon or the Dlwanl, and the succeasTtii endeavo^ 
ftf *lp "<;el€ct ^mmiltce, the Company’s treasury was so nch that 
not have been JusllDed in drawing bills upon the Company. 
I sb^d, in some mode, remit the amount of my 
It an(] lor this only, 1 sent an agent into a 

d& ^d IndepSdent country to make pnic^ of 

MU m ^ dandestmely ; 1 caused them 

tJbJ^T^tircd ; I paid the duties upon them, and these remittances. 
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npon tlie whole, turn out Oiree per cent, ’worse than bills oI e£C±Lfinge 
opon the Company, This Is aU I know of a monopaly of dJamonds." 

As to the third charge—frauds in the exchange and in 
the gold coinage—he remarked : “ This is a subject very loueh 
out of rny sphere* I atn to tally unacquainted with the pro- 
portioQS of alloy and the mixture of pietals. All I can speak 
to is the principle upon which we formed the plan of a gold 
coinage/’ The object of the Select Committee Was, he re- 
marked, by establishing a gold coinage, to obviate the evils 
resulting from the drain of silver to Chum and other places. 
The Select Committee bad been guided by the advice of an 
expert—a verj"^ able and a very honest man. With regard 
to myself, I shall only assert that I did not receive a farthing 
advantage from it, and that I never sent a single rupee or 
gold mohiir to be coined in my life*” 

“ Tlie fourth charge/'* Clive remarked, has this extra¬ 
ordinary title " & monopoly of salt, betel nut and tobacco, 
and other commodities/ which occasioned the late famine/’ 
Then, with bitterness, he observed: 

" How a monopoly of sah* betel ant, and tobacco in tbe yeans 
1765 and 1766 could occasion a want of ndn and scarcity ol rice in 
Ibe year 1770* fs past my comprebension* I conJess 1 cannot answer 
that pan of this article. And as to other commodiiLes, as they have 
not been specified I cannol say any tiling to them.^* 

Clive then discussed the question of the inland trade, and 
showed that liis action in regard to it had been in accordance 
with the orders of the Court. He next discussed at consider¬ 
able length the salt tax and the society of trade, and he wound 
up by saying: In short, the Sdcct Committee established 
their plan upon experience and a thorough knowledge of 
the Company's interest, and the conduct of the Cfuirt of 
Directors in abolishing it ivas founded upon obstinacy and 
ignorance.^* 

He showed by oMcial returns that since the aeceptaace of 
the Diwani the gross revenues Imd not decreased consider¬ 
ably till the year of the famine, but that the civil and military 
expenses had been gradually increasing ever since he left 
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Bengal. *' And here Ues the danger," lie said- “ The evil is 
not so much in the revenues falling short as the e^epenses in¬ 
creasing. The best means of raising the revenues is to reduce 
the civil and military charges." And it still remains the 
danger. An ambitious Viceroy is opt to forgrt that the h^tory 
of Indian finance, ever since the days of Clive, is the history 
of surpluses turned suddenly into deficits. 

Clive, agitated by the slanderous attacks made on him, 
seiacd the opportuciity for reproaches he could retort and 
insults he could avenge. Four causes, he told the House, 
had brought the Company to the brink of bankruptcy and 
min : "A relaxation of government in my successors ;. great 
neglect on the part of Administration; notorious misconduct 
on the part of the Directors; and the violent and outrageous 
proceedings of General Courts, in which I include contcsteil 
elections,’’ 

After observing that Vcrelat had ruled with too lenient a 
he denounced, without fear and hesitatbu. His Majesty’s 


Government- 

-The Compariy," he said, "Had acquire-d an empirc 
extenbive than any kJngdora ki Europe, France md enssia exctpled- 
They had acquii^d a revenue cif lour nillliona sLerMng^ and a trade 
In proportion. It ws nataral to suppose that sutih an obievt would 
have merited the most serious attenUon of AdinmMration ; ^ 

conceit with the Court of Directors they would have cousidered the 
nature of Ihe Company's charter, and have adopted a pJun 
to such possessions. Did they take it into consideration ? Nu. they 
did not. They treated it rather as a South Sea btihble than as any¬ 
thing solid and anbbUntmi; they thought of nothing hut the pre¬ 
sent time, regardless of the future. They said. !et ua get we 

can to-day, let to morrow Uke care for itself; they llioug^it of nolhlng 
hilt the immedialo division of the loaves and flsbes : nay. so 
were they to hiy their hands upon some Inmedlnle advantage that 
they actually went so far as to iiiDuence u parcel oi temporary Pro¬ 
prietors to bully the Dlr^ectpra Into their terms- It was their 
Sir to have called upon the DtrocLurs for a plan i and if a plan, in 
coi^equence, had not been laid before them, it would then have 
become their dutv, with the aid and assistEmce of ParUiiJiient, to ha^t 
formed one themselves. It AdmjnlbtTotiQTi had done their duty, 
WE should not now have heard o speech from the throne, intunating 
the necessity of parUBnientary interposition Id save our possessions 
In India from Impending rulu^"* 
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He thea turned to “ the miseondnet on the part of the 
Court of Directors,’* and said that he savf, instead of support* 
ing the Select Committee, vfho had restored tranquillity to 
Bengal, who had restored a government of anarchy and con¬ 
fusion bo good order, they bad acted on very different principles- 

■■ Tiiey dropped the prosecutioiis against those gentlemen iu 
BeogEd whose conduct the Gommitlee had censured and fuUy repre¬ 
sented* Thus they gave a stab to Lhelr own vitals. From that 
instant they destroyed their own power abroad, and erased Irom 
the minds oI ttieir servants in India every wholesome regulation 
wtiich the Committee had cstabUshed. The servants abroad were 
in anxious suspense to learn whether they were punisbable or not 
lor misconduct. The leoily or weakness ol the Court ot Directors 
removed their doubU. From that instant all covenants were lor- 
gotten, or only looked upon as so many sheets o( blank paper; and 
Irom that Instant hegan that rclasnUou of government so mncli 
now complained of, and so much still lo be dreaded." 

With regard to General Courts, at which the Court of 
Directors and the Court of Proprietors sat together and the 
latter exercised the chief power, Clive stated that he believed 
he need not dwell long on the consequences of them. 

" Theb violent proceedings have been subversive ol the aulhority 
ol the Court of Directors. The agents abroad have known this ; they 
have therefore never scrupled to set the orders of the Court of Directors 
at deQance when it was their interesi lo disobey tlicm, iind they 
have eseapci] punislunenl by means ot the over-aiviug interests of 
individuals at General Courts. Thus have General Courts co-oper¬ 
ated with the Court of Directors in the mischiefs that have arisen 
in Bengal; whilst aimnal contested elections have, in a manner, 
deprived the Directors of the power of establishing any authority 
over their servants, Tlie first hall of the year Is employed In freeing 
themselves from the obligations contracted by their last elections ; 
and the second half is wasted in Lncurrlng new obligatloDs, and seenr- 
ing their election for the next yeiir, by daily sacrifices ol some LuIctbsI 
of the Company." 

At the close of his attack on the Ministry and the govern¬ 
ing bodies eif the Company, Clive inforjued the House that 
it was not bis intention at preseut to trouble them with the 
remedies for these evils. “ I ratiicr choose to defer them 
till the BUI comes into the House.” 

Governor Johnstone — a brother of the Johnstone, Clive’s 
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most bitter foe in the Bengal Coimcil—-replied, and in a speech 
far too violent to be coavincingt declared that Clive the 
root of Jill the existing evils. The motion for the introdnetioa 
of the Bill was carried without a division. 

In the account of his second administration, Clive showed 
cODsiderable talent in renderui» elear what appeared obscure, 
and simple what seemed technical. The House followed him 
with interest and sympathy. In the deniinciatioiis there was 
much of eloquence and of vigotir and of truth, but there was 
Want of tact, and it lost Clive the support of the House. 

On April 13, 1772, the Bill was laid on the table of the 
House, but it never took its place on the Statute Book* After 
the second reading. Colonel Burgoyne, a mejiibert though in 
the King^s servicOt not connected with the Ministiy, whether 
with or without their consent,^ moved for the appointment 
of a Select Coramittee “to inquire into the nature, state and 
condition of the blast India Companyi and of the British 
affairs in the Bast Indies.” He represented, in his speech 
introducing the motion, the incorisistcncy of giving a vote 
on the Bdl without hrst examinuig the state of the country 
to which it referred- Bassing beyond the boundary of truth, 
he professed perfect impartiality and mdependence of all 
parties, and disavowed any hostility to the Company or its 
servants* He disclaimed all wish to throw the Company’s 
affairs into the hands of the Crown; hut argued that facts 
Sufficiently notorious had occurred to justify and dejuiind an 
inquiry into the right? of the Company, and the mode in wldeh 
they had been exercised, especially as the fate of fifteen millions 
of people Was involved in the question.” 

This motion gave birth to a long and eager debatCi Edmund 
Burke protested Warmly against the proposed inquiry, on the 
ground that “ the proceedings of a Select Committee being 
private, there Was little responsibility on its memberis; that 
such a Committee would virtually be really a Covenmient 

* ''Auauol RegisiUr Jor Uit Year 1773.*' Macaulay WTlta-s: " BHrgnyao, diair- 
raaB ol tlie committee, a man at wit, fRsblaiir hhU liDnoiir, im agreeable dramatic 
wiitef. An oOiErcr wlitMe ccuragH was acvcr Ejiiesticiked, and whose 'aklll wqs at 
that LLtno highly Mtoamed, appeared m the aeciuser/'—^Esaay tiitd CUve. 
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tiuminatioa; that no plan was yet before the House, and 
that^ therefore^ th^ inquiries of soclt a Committee Duist neees^ 
sarily be vague and IndefiiuteT such as the House could not 
limit or cootroL*' The motion was, however, carried without 
a division. Thirty-one memborSp mcluding Clive and Henry 
Straehey, were elected by ballot nieinber?^ of the Coimnittcc, 
with directions^ as tho season was far spent, to sit during 
the Nummer. 

When the Committee met, Burgoyne was chosen Chair¬ 
man. Governor Johnstone at once addressed the Comjivittee^ 
and submitted to them a plan which showed a considerable 
amount of political craft. He proposed that inquiry should 
be made into the eondtict of individuals who, in the civil or 
military iftervice of the Company, had amassed great wealth 
in India, and that the period to be covered should date from 
the dethronement of Surajah Dowla, By proposing this far- 
back date he greatly extended the operation, and he brought 
Clive—the object of his oWn ami his brother's mortal hata— 
within the scope of the inquiry* Tire proposal was accepted, 
and the profession that the Select Committee was a eonstitu- 
tiona] body created for the purpose of obtaining a knowledge 
of Indian afiairs, wb^ soon dropped. It was transformed into 
an unlimited inquisition for destroying Clive. Every device 
of strategy Was employed to show that the great acts of public 
service which he had rendered were actuated by merceimry*^ 
motives. Numerous witnesses were produced and examined 
at inordinate lengthy and the accumulation of oLHcial material 
was stupendous. CUve, himself a member of the Committee, 
Was suimnoned and examined ai^d cross-examined, not only 
as to bis acts but his motives. The charges placed in the 
forefront were the episode of Omiehund and the presents 
received by him from Meer Jadicr. The calm courage and the 
vast energy which gave a character to tus loilitary eampaigus 
and his civil government were again displayed* He answered 
with cool firnmess, and he scorned to palJiitte or disguise any 
portion of hbi past conduct. With regard to the Omiehund 
episode, he had not signed Admiral Watson's name^ but he 
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considered lie \foMU have been justified in doing it by the 
conversation he bad with the Admiral- He considered when 
the lives of persons were at stake it Was a matter of justice 
and policy to deceive so great a villain. Under the satrte 
ciremnstances he Would do the same thing again. He admitted 
the receipt of enormous sums from Meer Jaffier, but they 
were rewards for great services rendered, and, acrording to 
the then existing rules of the Company, he was not acting 
contrary to honour or duty in aceepting them. At the close 
of a long cross-examination he exclaimed with passion, 

Am I not raLliCT deserving of praise ior the mod^aCcin which 
marked my proceedings ? Consiiler the sLluatnm In whJC * * 
lory at Plasscy had placed me. A great prince " 

my pleasure ; an apuicnl city lay al my mercy ; Its richest bakers 
bid against each other lor my smiles ; I watted tlnough ' 
were thrawn open to me alone, piled on either hand 1 ^old and 
jewels 1 ilr. Chairman, at this moment I stand astonished at my 
own moderatiun 1 ” 


The evidence of CUve, buried in the voluminous reports 
of the House of Commons, has long since been forgotten, but 
it renmins the best defence of a man on whom final judgment 

has not been pa.ssed by posterity. , i- 

The first Report of the Select Committee reached Parlia¬ 
ment on May 2+, 17T2. The bulky record of the piweei^gs, 
which fills many hundred pages, contains the evidence of 
numerous fitnesses regarding the chief events from the capture 
of Calcutta by Surajoh Dowla to the decisive victory fusar. 
The first witness Was CliarleJ Manningham, Esq., ' Tlnrd 
in Council and Warehouse Keeper at Calcutta.” and t)ie last 
witness Colonel Munro. the victor of Buxar. The Appendix 
contains “ copies of commissions and instruments from the 
Company to their servants,” and other oflieial documents 
of considerable historical worth. The Report was compiled 
in haste hy the enemies of Clive in order to support the ciwges 
they intended to make against him in the House. The 
publication of the Report did not produce the result t^y 
anticipated. It inflamed the heat of popular passion against 
the wealthy Nawabs, but it also excited a general indignation 
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at the nmladminktratiDn of the CoTDiwmy- The necessity for 
iL dxaiitic! reform in the constitution of the Company and of 
the Government of Bengal became apparent. During the 
recess of Parliament that followed members iitudied and dis¬ 
cussed Clive'S evidence, and considerable sympathy was 
created hi his favour by the vindictive conduct of the Select 
Conxmittee. 

On June 15^ shortly after the close of the session, a grand 
installation of the Knights of the Bath took place^ at which 
His Majesty was presents and Clive was one of tlie knights 
installecL Three months aftefi the Earl of Powis, Lord-Eicu- 
tenant of the enmity of Salop^ died. Lord Clive, who owned 
large estates in the county and took an active interest in its 
administration, waus desirous of succeeding bijn in an ancient 
ofTiee of great dignity. He did not care directly to approach 
Lord North- Some of his friends advised him to seek an 
audience of the King and lay before him his claim to tlie 
office, but Clive rejected the suggestion,. “ 1 cannot be of 
your opinion,,^' he Tvrote to Strachey from Walcot, September 20p 
1772, “ because I think that things are not yet ripe for an 
open rupture. Until my conduct in Parliament is decided upoib 
1 do not desire the King and his Ministers to be ray declared 
enemies.” At the close of the letter he observed: ^"1 expect 
W. here in a day or two ; and if be brings me a favourable 
account, 1 shall lose no time in going to town and dejnnnding 
a private audience, that I may exp lain myself fully to his 
Majesty. 1 will not receive the Ueuterianoy through the channel 
of a minuiter.'" 

The day before tJmt letter was wTitten Lord North wrote 
the following generous ietter to Weddcrhum, which throivs 
fresh light on the epb%odc : 

DiLLtNCTOx Stpl: IS,. 1772. 

Df,ab Sir,—I ihlnk niysrJl mueb obUged lo you lor your sug¬ 
gest I [an caRccmlng Lord Clive ; An opportunity of manilesLLag my 
respeci to his meiih ^ ramest desire of b<i:big weD with him h 
whaL 1 have Long 'AisbM to liud, though 1 have thought it right, 
at the same time, to be very CiirefLii of deceiving him by any engege- 
ment which I couid not he moruliy sum of performing: situa- 
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tloa U so greatr & ao proaperous^ that there are veiy few things indeed 
in the power of the Grown, which are worth his pursuit^ I wD] promise 
him my best offlees for the obtolmng of it, & though I never chuse 
previously to answer for the success of any application, yet I vea- 
inre to say, upon this oeeaslorii that I do not at present foresee any 
material obstacle in his way* Considering the high ranh Lord Gower 
holds in hia MaJesty^s service^ Jt the great estate ho has Iti Shrap- 
shire, I Imagine that you w^TU agree with me that t ought to tam- 
municnte my inlentlon to him, before I take any step towards the 
appauitment of a new Lord Litmtenant^ I will write to him by 
this post* Sl wlU mention Lord Clive’s &Mne to his Majesty, oa soon 
as I retuni to Town, which wih he in a HtUe mote than a forliiight^s 
time. 1 am, with the truest & most sincere attactiment, 

Dear Sir« 

your most faithful 

humble servant 

After this letter, Clive noulii not nourish his wrath against 
the Ministry for not defending him li^ninst hi^ foes, and be 
Was strongly advised to take the steps which the deconints 
of bestowing favonrs require ; prinees and ladies never are 
supposed to offer, but to grant, their favours, and expect to 
be asked w'Lat they have iletcrminetl to give.*’ On October 0 
Clive wrote as follow^ to Strachey : 

” I have the pleasure to iniarm you that 1 kissed the Kluges 
hand to-dayr upon being appointed Lieut ensmt of the county of Salop. 
Afterwards I had a private audietiec. when 1 pushed the ^matter 
ably and vreU* to that degree as I could perceive the Kmg was very 
much nJIected. The answer was favourable, but not determined i 
but 1 thiiik it would be impnideni- to treat more on the btibiect in a 
letter, and must therefore defer farther explanation until 1 have the 
pleasure of seeing yon. The Ktng talked upon iiidfan affairs for 
near half an hour ; and 1 had an opportimlty of mentionliig yernr 
services and abQitlea/* 

Clive also had an interview Tivith Lord North* On No vent- 
ber 7, 1772^ he wTote thus from Walcot to Stracbey: 

Lord North, when I saw him, seemed industriously to avoid 
enierlng upon the subject of India affairs ; and I do verily believe, 
from sheer indolence of temper, be wishes to leave every thing to 
Providence and the Pirectors; and that he means nothing more 
by the meeting of Parhamenl,* than to enahle the Company to find 

1 Powii MSSL 

* The E^LLament had sumincticd ta t^Eet before Ihe Christnias hoUd 
for the dljpouli -of buEinesifr 
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money to ([[sebarj'e ihe demands that me at present made upon 
them. However, U behoves me to be prepared lor every tbina • for 
which purpose, yon will perhaps say, I have bten huUding casUe$ 
in the air, Enejosed I send you a sketch ol my ideas, which, t flatter 
mj-seU, mi^t be carried into execution by au able, steady, and 
upright minister, I don’t wish to lake you tram your other business 
unnccessuriLy, but I wish you vrould take this sketch in hand and 
methodise it. I wouJd have you dwell fuiiy and strongly noon the 
present situaUori o/ our affairs in India, and show, beyond a possb 
billty of refutation, the approaching ruin of our possessions in the 
East, if vigorous measures be not speedily pursued. Your own 
esperieiioe and knowledge, added to my sentiments, expressed both 
in my speech and In the political paper laid before Lord North will 
enable you to make a great progress In this matter ; and upon mv 
arrl^^I m town wh at is wanting may be supplied. I will not patiently 
stand by, and see a great empire, acquired by great abllitieg per¬ 
severance, and resolution, lost by ignorance and iiidoleuce. If 
AdministraHon should think proper to see our affairs abroad in the 
same Kght as t do, '(is welL If not, I shall have done my duty. Quern 
Deus vull perdere, prius demetitnt, may with a vengeance be applied 
lo the Court of Directors appointing M[i>&cltE(}nT and flve of ihelr 
own body Supervisors. Private letters from India give a most 
^ndful^ account of the luxury, dissipation, and extravagance of 

The sketch was converted into an able Memorandum on 
the government nf India, and suggested shindry important 
alterations in the constitution, among them beipg a transfer 
of the territorial sovereignty to the Crown- Tlic Memorandum, 
dated November 21 , 1772, was presented to Lord North. Two 
days after. Parliament assembled. It had been specially 
summoned to take into conslderntiou the affairs of the Com¬ 
pany. A passage in the King’s Speech ran thus; 

"Wfieji I received infcrniutian of the difficulties in which the 
Company appears to be involved, I delermincd to give you an early 
opportunity of Inforraing yuursetvrs fully of the iriiB state of their 
affairs, and of making such provisions for the common beneat and 
security of all the various interests concerned, as you shall find best 
adapted to the exigencies of the case," ^ 

The mover and seconder of the Address in tlie House of 
Commons Sfioke warmly on the enormous transgressions of 
the Company, and described their affairs as being in the most 
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ruiaom and almc^ Irretrievable condition. Lord North 
adopted a more concibatory tone, but bis $hort» shrewd speech 
hinted at a more sweeping measure. The complicated 
unioD of the Company's sovereign and political powers with 
their eommerohil affairs/^ he saiiL had been attended with 
unforeseen consequenees, which had involved them in some 
considerable difficulties^ tuid had put the Court of Directors 
under a necessity of applying to Government for relief and 
assistance-"' It appeared, however, to Idrn, from the clearest 
estimate he could make, that however closdy pressed they 
might he by present exigencies, and embarrag^d m money 
matters, they Were, nevertJielcss, in point of internal strength 
and vigour, in full healtbp"’ ^ lie then made a motion that 
for the better taking into consideration the aflairs of the 
Company ii Committee of Secrecy, consisting of thirteen persons 
to he chosen by ballot, should be appointed for that purpose. 
The motion was opposed mainly on the ground that the idea 
of a Secret Committee was uncoastitulional, and that it was 
only allowable when criminal charges were made. It was, 
however, carried without a divisioni and two days after a 
Committee of thirteen was appointed by ballot. The Select 
CoTumitteo was revived the succeeding day. 

The Secret Committee wag directed to take into particular 
consideration the nieasuie of sending out a fresh body of 
supervisors to fiidia. During the recess. In order to forestall 
a Pariiamentmy impiiry into the affairs of the Company, the 
Court of Directors had deterndned to send ta India a fresh 
cojnniission of supervisors, and had appointed six su|>ervisors 
“ vidth full powers for the regulation of their affairs.” But 
the Ministry Were not so easily boiHedk The Secret Committee 
was directed to take into particular consiiieratiDn this measure. 
On December 7 the Secret Committee presented a report 
stating "' that a BiJ] should be brought in to reiTtrsiu them 
for a limited time, from sending out any such commission 
of supervisors.” This proposition," says the AiiDUal 
Register, probably written by Burke, “ occasioned one of 

*■“ Anniial BfgiUrr the Vear p, CO. 
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the vVarni^t dcbiitcs thst b&d been knoiv^ for some 
Lord North said; 

” II is the wish of Parh'ament, and porticulitrly of Administra- 
tioii, to malio the East India Company a great and glotious Company, 
and settle it upon a permanent loundation. They are golog into 
an expensive commission at a time when they arc consldcrahiy in 
wears to govemmeot at an expense. Sir, of i:i20,t)0ft. Surely, Sir, 
it Is tlic duty of Parliament to preserve tlicai from niin. I am sure 
no hortile Inications are conceived against that Camp any, but the 
Comniittee appointed by yourseivts have judged It expedient a 
restraint should be laid, and, as no restraint can possibly Lc 
laid but by an Act ol Parliament, a Bill Is brought In lor that 
purpose/^ ^ 

Burke, in opposing the Bill, observed: “I rise up to 
tliank the noble Lord in office for his extreme bounty in ust o rin g 
us that no hostile intentions are designed against the East 
India Company, and that he wishes to make it a great and 
glorious Company (for those are his pompous expressio'ns), 
^d put it upon a permanent footing.” • Burke then lapsed 
into an exhibition of the bad taste of which be was too often 
guilty: 

” Here is a committee appointed last year; a fair and open 
comnuttec, which have produced nothing. This was the lawful wife 
publicly avowed; but Andlug her barren, tliey have taken a neat 
little snug one, which tliey call a Secret Committee, and this is her 
first-bom. Indeed, from the singular expediUon of this extraordfnaiy 
delivery, I am apt to think she was pregnant before wedlock,"' * 

After statmg that this Beport nras a direct tnimsion of 
the Company’s charter, he proceeded to say: 

" It is. Sir, a Bid to suspend a law of tlie land; It is neither 
more nor ]«ss ; and we arc, alter distressing the Company, about fo 
rob them of their cli alter, and overthrow I heir const It aflon. The 
noble lord does well, in saying, that he means to preserve the Com¬ 
ply from ruin: hut he should previously have told you, that their 
r^ Is the immediate consequence of his blunders. In the year 
1767. administTalioQ plundered the Company ol £400,000 and I his 
I assert tn have occasioned their present distress. If we suffer this 
Bill to pass, wr shall, in fact, become the East India Company; and 
you. Sir, will be sealed In Ihal diair with a little hammer by an inch 

The PniliBiueataiy HlsUiry of Eneljiaf].'' Yol. XVIL, n. 561. 
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oI candle. Th« TTEosuiy bencU viU b« the buyers, and ©n this side 
we shaU be the sellers. The senate will become an auctum-ronm 
and the Speaker an auctioneer! Shame u^n such pro^edtogs 
Here U on end to confidence and public faith,—Public t^ith I ^ 
that has long beea given up; Hint has not been atten^d 
some years I® However. I hope the House wfll lei this 
upon the table, imtn the Secret Committee have lunusjied us with 
more substantial reasons than have yet appeared for invading the 
charter of that CoropaTiy/^ ^ 

The House divided; the Noes were 45, the Ayes 114. so 
it was resolved in the nffimmtive. »nd leave was given to 

briog m the Bill* ^ 

On December 18. ITTS. the Bill being read, the Company s 
Counsel were called to the Bar. and they contended at great 
length that the principle and object of the Bill was uncon- 
stitutional. After witnesses had been examined at the Bar 
a debate ensued, in the course of which Clive observed: 

" Assuredly I can be no enemy to the Company. ^ 

instance of a man who has been so liberaily ^d mu^fleen^ 
rewarded by a body of traders as I have been ; and I should be the 
most worthless of men, did I not fed myacll 

to coulrihutc to Its welfare and prospeoty. Indeed, In taking this 
Dart I acmiil myself of two duties at once, of my debt of ^Uludc 
to the Company, and of my obligations to my country; for their 
nterests arc inseparable, and he that wonld divide them is an enemy 
to both For this reason 1 am sorry to see the Company come to yoim 
bar with this Petition, and enter into a warfare with parU^eul, 

reformation, and not discovered this untimely jealousy Those, who 
advised them to take this step, should have considered Uiat it must 
naturally Introduce the question of right to the lerrlton^ mv«iuc. 
And when two such unequal antagonists as the emsra and the Com- 
nany cope vrith each other, it is obvious which wjU be womted , the 
weiifst must certainly go to the waU; and, if the cro^ should ever 
assume the disposal of that Immense empire, mlscrahle wdl be the 
situation of Great Britain. Accordingly It has always been my wisb, 
that this mieation should never be agitated. Can I thru ^ but 
chacrined at the Gompany's resistance of the authority of this House, 
and eFuarreUbig with the mouth that feeds them 7 If salvation can 
come to the Company, it must come through this House. Ihe plan 
of supervision cannot remuve the grievances of which they com- 
nlain. The merit of the supervisors Is best known to themselves 
and to the persons who nommated them. Had they known India 

' '‘The pailiameaiflry HhUtry of England," Yol. XVIl., p. SJ7, 
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as well as I do, they ^'otild hsive shudderi’d at the tlaagers aud toils 
ol the task which they were going to undertake. Gteat must he the 
knowiedge, great must he liid courage, perseverance and disinterested¬ 
ness of the man who shall reform and restore Bengal." > 

Burke defended the Conipany irith his usual flow of 
words and lavish expenditure of metaphor and quota¬ 

tions, He opened his speech by observing that the Bill was 
of so unconstitutional and dangerous a complexion that he 
should think himself unworthy of the trust reposed in him 
by a part of the people were he to sit an idle hearer on 
sucli an oecasion. The Bill, he considered. Was dangerous 
in itself, 

■■ as being the first step In wards a total invaslou of the Company's 
territories in Bengal - and, supposing the motives good, yet it is 
dangerous for the exaiuple^un constitution a I acts founded on un- 
conslltntional motives, springing from iinconsthutional acts founded 
OD constitutional motives. Aristotle, who is more spoken of than 
read, declares that acts «f this nature, which are truly what he faik 
psephismata, have the most pernicious consequences, and accelcmle 
the ruin of every state." * 

He appealed to the House: 

"I conjure you by every thing that man ought to hold sacred i 
I conjure you by the spirits of your forefathers who so nobly fought 
and bled for the cause for which 1 now plead; I conjure you hy 
what Includes every tiling, by your country, not to yield to the tempta¬ 
tions which the East in the hands of the crown holds out, not to 
sink into the golf of coiroptioR, and drag after you your posleiity, 
your country. 1 obtest heaven and earth, that in all places, and 
at all times, I have liHherlo shoved by the gUded hand of coirapUon, 
and endeavoured to stem the torrent wiileh threatens to ovembeim 
this land; and from such temptations I pray God of his Infinite 
mercy ever to preserve me.” • 

LiOrd North replied briefly to the charge made by Burke 
that the Government had plundered the Company of two 
millions, and he juBtified it on the novel ground that, as the 
Company s affairs had turned out in so wretched a nmnner, 
he was of opinion “that the two millions is much better 
employed in this coimtry than in India.” The question being 

Hiiloiy of England/' VdL X\'IL, p. 667 
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put, that the BiU do pass, tho House divided. The Ayes 153. 
the Noes 2ft. So it was resolved in the affixpmtive. 

On March 9, 1773, the Court of Directors were compdJed, 
owmo to the financial embarrassmients of the Company, to 
apply to Government for a loan of £1,509.000 for four years 
at 4 per cent. On AprU 5 Lord North moved a Resolution 
in the Committee of the whole House that the Goveram^t 
should lend, under certain conditions, the Company £M00.«0 
at an interest of 4 per cent., and forgo the ela)m of 1400,000 
a year till that debt was discharged, and ** that the Territorml 
AHiubitions and Revenues lately obtained m India, should, 
under proper restrictions and regulations, remain m the posses^ 
Eion of the Company, during a term not Receding six ye^. 
Thus, for the first time, a claim ’a'as d^tincUy asserted by 
the Government to the territorial acquisitions of the Com¬ 
pany. Burke, the champion of the Company, objected strongly 

to the claim, 

■■ if you have a right," he said, " upon what one 
or equity is It loonded ? T^'heu was Ibis right 

SlidXiaL detennined ? On wlmt day was the dec^Ion pvun ? In 
what^nri arc we to look lor the record ot this decision I 
A 4 hie Tioht pjtieDd ? To flUv only to some at the Ivmtorlill 

U S to or whal nature are Uiey7 Haw 

! «.ss of their Grievances in a peculiar manner; to restoiie the 
mlne"llale oI therOJianccs. you plunder Uiem ol their P™Pf^y 5 

r»H to fc-eistablish the Company's allairs on a ptrmaoenl ti^i^ 

uTproprWorsS. hv. . tool «I tod >» I"du. wluC 

they can call their own I ** *■ 

The Resolution was agreed to without a division. The 
BiU was meant to pave the way for another measure more 
deeply affecting the constitution of the Company. 

On May 3, 1778, the House, having resolved itself into a 
Comnuttee of the whole House to take into further considera¬ 
tion the aflsirs of the East India Company, Lord North moved j 

Thai it is the opinlun of thU Commiltet, that the House be 
moved, that leave be filven to bring in a BiU, Im eriabUshing certain 

rprliain^lary Hi&lflJfy of EneJaii-ii/' XVlL^ p. 635. 
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regulalions for the belter managemeat of the altairs ol the 
In din Compfiny as well in India as in Europe."^ ^ 

Lord Clive solicited the indulgence of the House Trhile he 
explained a few faetfl ^y-hich had been partially stated; and 
as he was pleading for what was dearer to him than life, his 
reputation, he hoped the Committee would patiently hear 
him. The House exercised considcrabk patience while he 
went through one of the Reports and answered at length the 
passages which assailed his character. He then, with more 
courage than discretion, attacked the conduct of the Directors, 
assailed in the severest terms the remissness of former Cabinets 
in neglecting the affairs of the Company, and had a thrust 
at Lord North for limiting the continuance of the territorial 
acquisitions in the Company’s possession for six years. Toivards 
the close of an able and a courageous, but indiscreet, speech, 
which occupied more than two hours, be said: 

'* My sltiiatiou. Sir, has ncL been an easy one fcif these twelve 
months past ; and tliouBh my consejence never could accuse me. 
yet r feJt for my friends, who were Involved in the same censure as 
myseU. Sir, not a stone has been left unturned, where the least 
probabtlJly could arise of disco vertng some thing of a crimlnul nature, 
against me. The two committees. Sir, seem to have bent the whole 
of then- enquiries to the conduct of their hum hie servant the baron 
of Plassey; and I have been examined by the select committee more 
like Q shcep-slealer than a tnemhEr of this House. I am sure, Sir 
if T had any sore places about me. they would have been foimd * 
they have prohe<t to the bottom ; no lenient ptainters have been applied 
to heal; no. Sir, they were all of the blister kind, prepared with 
Spanish Dies, and oilier provocatives. The public records have been 
ransacked for proofs against me ; and the fate deputy chafnuan of 
the India Campany, a worthy member of Itiis House, has been very* 
assiduous indeed.—so ajssldtious in my affair;, that really. Sir it 
appeara he has entirely neglected his own. As the heads uponVempIc 
Bar have tumbled down, and as there appears no probability of 
their being replaced, for Jacobitism seems at an end, at n-aft there 
has been great alteration in men's sentiments within these ten years ; 

I would propose, Sir, that my head, by way of pre-emmenoe, should 
be put upon the mid<IIc polo ; and his Majesty having given me 
these honours, it is proper they should be supported : What thiuk 
you then of my having the late cli airman and deputy chairman on 
each side ? ” 

The PofUainenUTy Hillary at Enflland," VoL XV'IL, p. B 51 . 
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Here, says IIjc “Parliamentary History,” “ the House burst 
out into applause, and remained in a fit of laughter for nearly 
ten minutes,” 

The Resolution was tluEH agreed to, and, on being reported 
to the House on the foUo^ring day, leave was granted to bring 
in the Bill. 

SuHvan and his party soon gave vent to their rage and 
indignation at the attach made by Clive on the Directors. 
The course they pursued was suggested by the fact that at 
a Conference of Ministers the Attorney-General, Lord Thurlow, 
had declared that tlie Company’s financial atlalrs were in 
such a state of hopeless ruin that the only remedy was the 
confiscation of all the [)rtipcrty obtained by the Company’s 
servants by gifts, grants, or bequests from the Indian princes. 
Lord Thurlow justified his proposal on the ground that what¬ 
ever was obtained by the military force of the country belonged 
to the state. Some of the Mimjrtry objected tu wholesale con¬ 
fiscation, but Lord Korth was not averse In the suggestion. 
Wedderbum, the Solicitor-General, being a friend of Clive, 
was not invited to the Conference, and Clive was kept 
la the dark as to its object. Sulivan became acquainted 
with the Attonicy-Gcncrai’s proposal, and he welcomed it as 
a vveapon for deding a mortal blow at Clive's honour and 
fortune. 

On May 10 General Burgoyne, their advoc&tc, brought 
tip in the House the Reports of the Select Comniittce, and 
he declared that there were accounts of the crimes contained 
in them w'Hieh shocked human nature to conceive. The chief 
crimes which he considered shocked human nature were the 
deposal nnd death of Surajah Bowla, the fictitious treaty, 
which be considered was of the blackest dye, the estohUsliing 
of Mcer Jaftier, and the terms obtained from him on that 
occasion. After dwelling at length on these enormities, he 
proposed the following resolutions: 

1, “ That all acquisitions, made tinder the iniluence of a 
inilitaiy' force, or by treaty with foreign princes, do of right 
belong to the state.” 
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2* “ Th&t to appropriate acquisitions so Tuadc, to the 
private emolument of persons entrusted ’w'ith any civil or 
militajy power of the state, is illegal/* 

3, “ That very great suins of money^ and other valuable 
property^ have been acquired in Bengal, from princes, and 
others of that country, by persons entrusted with the military 
and civil powers of the state; which sums of money aud 
other valuable proi^erty have been appropriated to tlui private 
use of such persons/* ^ 

General Burgoyne declared that if the Resolutions were 
passed he should mox'^c ! Tiiat persons who had acquired 
sums of money by presents or otherivise in Indio, LT they hud 
acquired such sums by virtue of their acting in a public capacity, 
should be forced to make restitution/" Gibbon, who was 
present at the debate, wrote on Sfay 11 t 

'^Tiie IfcLise cl tleiii moils sat late last nigliL Burg&yne mode 
some spirited mDlious; ' That the lEirltorial aeqalsIUcTls In India 
belonged to the stale * (thal was the word) ; "that grants to the 
servants of the Cozopany {such as Joghiies) wtre dSegal; and that 
there would be no true repentante Viitbout mtitutiou/ Wedder- 
bum defended the nabobs with great eloquence^ but lit Lie argumeql. 
The motions were carried without a dlvUion ; and the hounds go 
out again next Friday, They are in high spirits i but the more 
sagacious ones have no idea they shalt kEL hard NorUi spoke for 
Ihe enquiryp hut faintly and reluclaaCJy/* ^ 

On May 10, 1773, the House mel, and General Burgoyne 
opened the business by a long speech attacking Clive, which 
he concluded by saying that be intended to ptopoiJ^ a Resolu¬ 
tion to the following purport i 

That the right haa. Robert lord D3ve^ baron of Pbusey^ tn the 
kingdom of freLmd, in cronsequeuce of the powers vested in him 
lu India, had lUrgaily acquired the sum of £234,000 to the dlshonDur 
and detrtnietit of the state/' • 

A long debate ensued, during which Clive ogniii addressed 
the House, The cciostruetiou of the speech w'as better than 
his former addresses, the temper of it more equitable, and it 

i“TIijO PiiiiAiiieiitiLry llutory of £agUind/' VdL XVIL* 
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4o 6 The Life of Lord Clive 

was free from taunts and personal attacks. He opened it 
with the following appeal; 

Sir ; after remlerlng; my couiitrj^ the services which I Ihlnk 
I may, wiLhout any degree of vanity^ claim I he merit of ^ and aUer 
havldy oearly exhoasfed a life fuU of emplaymenl for the public 
welfarCj and for the partlcLLlor and advantageous emolimierit of 
the East India Company^ 1 little iliought LransaeLions of this kind 
would have agitated the minds of my counlly'men Ul such proceed¬ 
ings as these, tending lo deprive me not only of my property, and 
the fortune wMch I have fMrly acquired, but of that whlcli 1 hold 
more dear to me—my honour and my rcputallon. The I rouse will 
nat tliink me, I hope* fraught with any ilegrte of vanity ivhen I 
repeat again that I have done scrvicca to my country/*' 

Clive then proceeded to tnaul the specific elwgcs brought 
ugauist him. With regard to the gifts which he was elmrged 
with receiving unwarrantably, he reTTia.rked; 

I most beg leave to observe to the House^ I hat ptesonls were 
alluwed and received from the earliest time of I he direction. They 
have Continued in he received imintermptedly for the space of 150 
years ; ;md mt-Oj Sir, who have sat In the direction IhcmsclveSi have 
at several times received presents. This the direction must know; 
but I am firmly of upiplon, that tn honourable cases, presents arc 
not improper to be received ; but when for dishonourable purposes, 
then. Sir, I hold them to bo highly improper/^ * 

As to the dethronenient of Sumjab Dowla, he oUsarved; 

" The treachery of Surajah Oowloh was for ever in our eye* and 
his perfidy was never at rest; nor did we attack Cbamlemagore tUl 
the treaty uu his behalf was first violated.'^ 

He discussed at some length the treachery of Omichiind^ 
the confidential servant ** of Surajah Dowla, and the fictitious 
treaty. He could not say whether the person who signed 
Admiral Watson's name to the treaty did it in his presence or 
not; “ but this 1 know, that be: thought he had suificient 
antlioirify for so doing/^ “ And,’* he udd^d> the House, I 
am fully persuaded, will agree with thatt when the very 
existence of ihe Company was at ^ake, and the lives of these 
people so preearioujsly sitnoted, and certain of being 
The ParUBmentary mstarj of England," VoL XVU., p* 

» im. 
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dje 3 tToyed, it was a matter of true policy and of justice to 
deceive so great a Tillaiii-*^ ^ He then read the letter which 
contained. Admiral Wat^n’s full approbatiou of the proceedings 
of the revolution. 

He proceeded to recapitulate the isservices he hud rendered 
to his country, and he read to the House more thuii one letter 
from the Court expressing their full approval of all hi^* own 
proceedings. Speaking with the warmth of an honest nmn 
againat his accusers, he thus expressed himself at the very 
dose: 

" Sir^ 1 cannot say that I either sit or rest easy when I find by 
the exteiuslve Hesolqiioa proposedp that atl ! have in tlic world Is 
to be confiscated^ and that no one wtll henceforward take my security 
for a shilling. These, Sir, are dreadful apprehensions to remain 
nnder, and 1 cannot look upon myself but as a bankrupt: nothing 
my own, and toLaily unable to give any semrity, while tJiese Reaolu^ 
Lions are pending. Such, Str, is the situation I fliti in. t have not 
any thing lelt which I tan call my own* except toy patemnl fortmie+ 
oi £50(1 per annum, and which has been in the family for ngea past. 
Bill upon this I am conteiit to livci and perhaps I shall find more 
real content of mind and happiness therein, Lhan In the trembling 
aOlucnce of an unsettled fortune. 

But, Sir, 1 must make one more observation, that IT the definition 
of the bon. gentleman (General Burgoyne) and oI this House^ is that 
the state, as expressed in these Hcsolutions, is, qu^ dd hoc, the Com¬ 
pany, then. Sir, every lartblug that 1 enjoy is granted lo me. But 
to he called p after sixteen years have elapsed, to account for my 
conduct in this manner, and after an nnintemipLed enjoyment of 
my property, to have been questioned and considered as obtaining 
it nnwairantably. Is Iiard indeed ; and a Lreatmenl I sbould not 
think the British senate capable of. But If It shotiid ho the citsei 
1 have a conscious mnocence within me that tells me my conduct 
is nTEproachable. [* Frangas non fleets/) They may take from me 
what i have, they mayp as they think, make me poor, but I will be 
happy. I mean not this as my defence, though I have done for the 
present. My defence will be made at that bar, and before 1 sit down, 
I have one request to make to the House, That when they come 
to decide upou my honour, they wIQ not forget their own/^ ® 

After Clive sat down the debate was adjourticd to May 21, 
when Clive’s evidence before the Select Cojiiniittcc was read. 
And he concluded a short speech mth these noble words : 

ifi lyijg ParliJifncnlflry tUstoiy of VoL XVIL, p^l gVlI* 
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*‘Take my fortuoe, but save my Uanoiir.^^ He then left the 
House- 

Burgoyiie ntiw made the following motion: 

“ That It appears to this Hoiise^ that Bobert lord Clive, baron 
o| PlasscYp In Lbe kingdom of Irelaiid, about the lime of the deposing 
o| Surajah Dowlah, nabob of Bengali and the estabUsblog ol Meer 
JafFker on the musnndf did, through the influence of the powers with 
wbleh he was Intrusted as a member of the select comruilteep and 
commander in chief of the Biiti&h forceSf obtain and possess him* 
self ol 2 lacks and 8D,000 rupees as member of the select comniJltee; 
a f arlher siun of 2 iacks of rupees as commander Ln chief; and a 
lurther sum of 16 lacks of rupees, or more, under the denomination 
of private don a Lion j which sums, ninounling together to 20 lacks^ 
and ftO.fXH) rupees, were of the value. In English money, of £234,000, 
and that in so doing the siild Robert lord Clive abused the powers 
with which he was intrusted, to the evQ example ol the servants 
of the public/' ^ 

Mr. StanJey movetl, as an amendment, that the rnotion 
be divided into tw'cj questiom, th^ flxst part ending with the 
words "" English money of £284,000/’ This iVos agreed to by 
tbe House. Mr. Rose Fuller then proposed an nhienilment 
by leaving out th^ words^ “ through the influence of the powers 
with which he was intrustedi as a mumher of the select corn* 
mittee, and commander in chief of the British forces,” ^ As 
this amendment vitally altered the motion it produced a w'arni 
and prolonged debate* Lord North was against the amend- 
ment* ** The attomey-gcneral was a principal in the attack. 
The solicitor-general managed his defence. The eourtiers went 
diflerent waj-s. The most considerable part of Hie opposition 
supported Lord Clive^ though he had joined administration, 
and supported them in their procccdiiigs agamst the Com¬ 
pany,” ^ The amendment Was earried by a large majority. 
The main question—tliat; Chve, as Commander-ui'Chief and 
a Member of the Select Committee, did obtain certain sums 
of money—was put and carried. It contained no opinion as 
to the merits or demerits of these transactions. General 

n 

Tbe Parham^tary History nf Enfiljmd," VoL XV It, p. IHjl* 

^Tbe ac-coimt given In MMoilin'i Life qI Clive” diaen muterioJly CrDM 
that glsm Iq tlw PurlimnifUtary HhtOry.” 

•“Animja RegliUr to the Year 1773,” p, 107* 
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Burgoyne now moved the next queatioq;^, which the dosing 
part of the original motion; Thnt Robert lord CliTC, did, 
in so doings abiise the power with which he was intrusted^ 
to the evil example of the servants of the public*” The 
motion was rejected without a divi^sion. Then, at four o'clock 
in the tnoming, Wedderhurn moved, That Robert lord Clive 
did, at the sajus time, render great and meritorious services 
to this country^ The resolution was carried without a 
divisiou. So ended, with an hoaourable testimoiiyi the long 
inquiry or persecution of Clive* 

On May IS, three days before the inquiry closed. Lord 
North presented to the House *^a Bill for establishing certain 
Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the 
East India Compaayj as well in India as in Europe*” Leave 
Was granted to bring in the Bill. It was not, howeverp till 
June 10 that the Bill was read a third time, and, opoa the 
question being put* that it do pass, Burke got up^ and, after 
his customary apology for being silent, he declared that the 
principle of the Bill was an infringement of narional right* 
national faith, aUd nationaJ justice* After Charles Fox had 
spoken against the Bill, and Lord North bad declared a strong 
desire to put the affairs of the Company upon a solid, fair, 
firm footing, and that he wished them to become a rich, flourish¬ 
ing and commercial Company, the House divided upon tiie 
question that the Bill do pass^ The Ayes were 131 and the 
Noes 31* So it was resolved in the afiirmative: and that 
the title be* ” An Act for establishing certain Regulations for 
the better Management of the Affairs of the East India Com* 
pauy, as well in India as in Europe." " 

It was by this Act of 17T3, known as the Regulating Act, 
that, 

for liie finiL Linie, the Brit tali 1141 Uon, a nation, assumed the actual 
responsibility ot the government of the territories won by the servanls 
of a tradmg corporation. By this measure it was emicLed that * for 

PflilSHiiieiitajy' Hwtofy of EngLand.^' The AonuM Regtater *' 
siiys, " Tft the iimioaciizr and detrOnent of the ftatc/" '^Thk cDUHtry"' often 
prtiited “ His c&untjyv" 

* 'Ho? Parliainwtnry irUiliiry or Rnglond/^ YoL XVIL, p. fltM. 
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tbe government of the Presidency of Fort WiHiano in Bengal thefe 
shall be appointed a Govemor-Geaerai and four Counsellor^/ In 
whom the whole dvil and military govemment of BengaU Beharj 
and Orissa was invc5ted+ The Governor of Bengal was converted 
Into a Governor-Genera I and Council in order to jgivt emphasis to 
the fact that the other Presidencies were subordiiiate to ^mgal- 
The Govvrnor-Geiierai and Conned were appointed hy name iu the 
Act I I hey were to hold ofDce for five yeaiSj but after that the patron¬ 
age reverted to the Company subject to the approbation of the Crown : 
they were not removable except by the Grown, after repreisentflUnn 
made by the Comi of Directors. In order to have a sujjervising 
control over the Company the important power was taken for the 
Secretary o! State and the Board of the Treasury to examine all corre- 
spoudence received In England from India- The Governor-General 
and Council w^re reqaired constantly and ddlgeutly to transmiL to 
the Court of Directors ' ad. exact particulars of all advices or inieilJ- 
gence and of all iransocllous and niuLters vrhatever^' The para¬ 
mount authoiity nf the Sovereign was declared by tiie creation of 
A Supreme Court of Jostice.'" ^ 

Tb£ Court \Vas the King’s Court and every officer of the 
Companyi and the Coiiipiuty Itself, were amctiable to the 
jurisdiction and powers of that tribunal^ subject only to appeal 
to the Sovereign in Cotmcil^ 

Warren Hastings Was nominated by the Rcgnlating Act 
the first Gof^^emor-Generalt and he pruceeded to build the 
stately fabric whose wide foundations his great cliief had 
laid. On October 14, 1773, Clive wrote to Hastings ; 

AH the reports of the committees are published, and will of 
course be transmitted to you. A few' envious and resentful Individuals 
turned the w'hole attack upon me, and aimed at the rum of my for¬ 
tune and rEputuUon- Bui the justice of the Mouse of Cammous 
defeated their Intentions, nud, by a great majority paFrseil u vote 
that I tiad, renrtered great and essential services Lo tbis coimtry/'^ ^ 

On October 26, 1774, Warren Hastings met iiis new col¬ 
leagues for the firi^t time in Council, “ and then commenced 
that long quarrel w^hioli, after distracting British Indiap was 
renewed in England^ and in which ^1 the most eminent states¬ 
men and orators of the age took an active part/’ 

A mouth iater the night fell on Clive. The past year had 

^ ^ Sdectioiu Eroin State Papers of the Goveraan-Gaueril of Indiap'" 
EditAd by O. \V. Forrest. GLE.—Warren Haitliigs, bitroductioni pp, 52-3- 
Fort Htr Ceoree, ^ladras,^' by Mrs. F. Peony ^ Appendix, p. 234- 
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been to him one of sore distress. The two years of persecn* 
tion, the many bitter momenta of taunts and false charges^ 
the ingratitude of the nation, gave a mortal wound to a proud 
and brave spirits The attacks of the cruel malady Which in 
the years of vigorous inanhtiod clouded his mtelleet from time 
to time and struck him into melancholy, now became more 
frequent. He was also assailed by another disease, gall-stones, 
which caused him acute and continuous torture. “ How miser¬ 
able I arn,^" he wrote to Strachey^ his most devoted comrade 
and friend- " 1 have a disease Which makes life inmpport- 
ahle, but which Doctors tell me won^t shorten it an hour/* 
A few months were left him of life. Body and mind became 
more ufleeted by the prolonged agony, and, in a moment of 
collapse and excruciating pain, his intellect lust its balance^ 
and Clive died by his own hand on November 22, 1774. He 
had just completed ius forty^ ninth year. 

At dead of night they removed the body from Berkeley 
Square and took it to Styebe, the well loved home where 
he was born. He wi 3 ts buried in the small parish church of 
Moreton Say* the scene of his boyish exploits, hut no stone 
marks the spot where he rests. “ No man knoWeth of his 
sepulchre unto this day.” A brass inaide the door bears the 
inscription : Sacred to the memory of Robert Lord Clive, 

K.B. Buried within the walls of tliis church* Bom, 29 Sept., 
1725. Died, 22 Nov.. 1774. Primus in Tndis*” 
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Tft the Tit* Kauhle. William Pm\ one of liis Majesty's Principal 
Seenclaries of State^ 

Snii—Sofier an admirer of yours at this distance to congratulate 
himself on the glory and adv:mtage Avhich art Likely lo accrue to 
the nallon by your being at its hcad^ ond at the same tiine to retnm 
Ills most grateful thanks for the distinguished manner you have 
been pleased to ^peak of his successes in these partSp far Indeed beyond 
his ilcserviijgs. 

The close attenLLon you bestow on the affairs of the British nation 
in general has Induced fn^ Lo trouble yon wllb a few pariicnlars 
relative to India, and to lay before you an exact account of the 
re venues of lids country^* the genuineness you may depend upon, 
as it has been faithfully extracted fromlthe Atlnister'x books. 

The great revolution that has been effected here by the success 
of the English arms, and the vast advantages gained to the Company 
by a treaty concluded in consequence thereof* have, 1 obuervet In 
some measure engaged the pubilc ettention ; but much more may 
yet in time he done if the Company will yet exert themselves In the 
manoer the imporUmce of their present possessions and future pros¬ 
pects deserves, I have represented to them In the strongest terms 
the expediency of sending out and keeping up constantly such a force 
as wUJ enable them to embrace? the first opportuniEy of further 
aggrajutUing themselves j and 1 dare pronoiuicCf from a thorough 
knowledge of this country government, and of the genius of the 
people, acquired by two years' application and experience, that 
such an opportunity wlU soon olIcr« The reigning Subab whom 
the victory at Plassey invested with the sovereignty of these Provinces 
still, it is true, retains his attachment to ua. and probably* while he 
has no other support* wUl continue to do so i but Mussnbnans are 
so little influenced by gratitude tbat^ should he ever think it his 
Interest to break with us, the obUgations he owes ns would prove no 
restraint: and this is very evident from his having lately removed 
his Prime Mlnk tcr and cut off two or Lhree principal oMcers* all 
attached to our interest* apd who had a sbaro Ln his elevation. More¬ 
over* he Is advanced io years, and his son is so cruel and worthless 
a young fellow, and so apparently ttn enemy to the Edfllish, that 
It will be almost unsafe tmsting him with the succession* So small 
a body as 2*000 Europeans will secure us from any appie hens Ions 
from cither the one or the other ; mid in case of their daring to be 
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Lroubicsome, omblc Ihe Company to Ute the sovercigaly upon 
themselves. 

There \vhJ he the loss difBcully In brining nbaut ^ucti an event, 
as the nflttvea themselves have nd attaelimcat whatever to particular 
princes ; and as under the present Government they have no security 
for their lives or properties* they wonld rejoice iu so happy an cxchai^e 
as that ol a mild tor a despotic gavemmeiit; and there U Utile room 
to doubt our easily obtaining the Moghtd's sunnucl (or grunt) In con- 
hrmation thereof, provided we agreed to pay him the stipulated 
adalment out of the revenues, viz.^ fifty lakhs unuuhDy. 

This has of late years been very iU-paid, owing to the distractions 
in the heart of the ^iogliul EmpirCi wlilclt have disahled that court 
from atlcfidlng lo their concerns in the dLslnnt provinces | and the 
VflZir has actually wrote to me, dei^irtng I would engage the Nawah 
to make the payments agreeable to the former usage; nay, further, 
application has been made to nic: troni the Court of Delhi to take 
charge of coUecliug this payment, the person entmsled with which 
Ls styled the King's Diwin^ and is the next person both in dignity 
and power to the Suhah. Bill this high office 1 have been obliged 
to decline for I he preisctit, as I am unwilling to occasion any jealousy 
on the part of the Suhah ; especially as I see no likelihood of the 
Company's providing us with a sufficient force to support proparly 
so eansiderahle an employ, and which would open a way to secure 
the Suhaliship for ourselvesn That this would be agreeable to the 
Moghul can hardly be questioned, as it would be so n\uch to his 
interest to have these countries under tlie dominion of a nation famed 
for their good faith* rather than in the hands of people who^ a long 
experience has convinced him * never wlU pny him Ills proportion of 
the revenues unless awed into it by the fear of the Imperial army 
marching to force them thereto- 

But so large a sovereignty may possibly be an object too ex¬ 
tensive for a mercantile ctunpany ; and it is lo be feared they are 
not of themselves able, without the natjoii's assistance* to maintain 
so wide a doiatnlon- 1 have therefore presumed* sir, to represent 
this matter to you, and submit it to your cDusidemlion, w^bether 
the execution of a design that may hereafter be still carried to greater 
lengths, he worthy of the Gavemment's taking It into hand. I 
Hatter myself I have made It pretty clear to yon that there will be 
little or no diMcully In obtaining the absolute possession of these 
rich kingdoms ; and that with the Moghul's owu consent, on con¬ 
dition of paying him less than a fifth of the revenues thereof- Now 
i leave you to Judge whether im income yearly of npwarrls of two 
millions sterling, with the possession of three provinces abounding 
m the most valuahJe productions ol nalure aud uf art, be an object 
deserving the public ailcntlon ; atid whether it be worth the nation's 
while lo lake the proper measures to secure such an acquisition ; an 
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acqilifitioa which, under the tnatiugement of so siblp and diginLeresled 
a Minister, would prove a source of unmen^r wcEilth ta the kingdonif 
and mleht in time be appropriated la part as n fuml towards diminish¬ 
ing the heavy load of debt under which we at present labour. Add 
lo these advantages the inilqeuce we shall thereby acquire over tlie 
Beveml European nations engaged in Lhe commerce here, which 
these could no longer carry on but through our Indulgence^ ;ind under 
such limitations as we should think fit to prescribe. It Is well worthy 
consideration that this project may be broughl abcut without draining 
the mother country, as has been too much the case with our possessions 
In America- A small force from home wHl he siilQcient+ as we always 
make sure of any number we please ci| bhiclc troops, who, being both 
moch better paid and treated by us than by the country powers, 
win very readily cater Lula our service, Mr, Walsh* who wUl have 
the honour of delivering to you this, having been my Secretary during 
the late fortunate expedjtloni is a thorough master of the subject, 
and will be able to explain to you the whole design, and Lhe facility 
with which it may be executed* much more to your satisfactloit 
and with greater pei^picuily than can po^lbly be dene In a letter. 
1 shall therefore only further remark that I have communicated It 
to no other person but youwlt; nor should I liave troubled you, 
^ir, hut from a conviction that you will give a favourable reeeptlan 
to any proposal intended far the pubMc good. 

The greatest part of the troops belonging to this e^tabUshment 
are now employs d in on expedition against the Fn?ncb In the Oekban ; 
and by the uccounts lately received from thencTp 1 have great hopes 
we shall snrceed in extirpating them from the Province of Gorconda, 
where they have reigned lords paramount sd loug^ and from whence 
they have drawn their principal resources during the troubles upon 
the coanL 

Notwithstanding lhe exlraordlnnry cITort made by the Fr^mch 
Id sending Lally with a coushlemble force the Last year, 1 am 
coundent befure lhe end of this they will he near Ihclf last gasp In 
the Clamaric, unless some very unforeseen event interfere In their 
favour. The superiority of our squadron, and the piroly of money 
and supplies of ah kinds which our friends on the coast will be fur¬ 
nished with from this province, while the eiicmy are in total want of 
everythlngp without any vUlblc means of redress, cannot fall of wholly 
erfecLing their ruin In that, os well os in every other part of Indhi. 

May Ibe ieaJ and Lhe vigorous measures projected for the service 
of the nation which have so eminently diKlIngnished your Ministry 
be crowned wllh aU the success they deserve, is the most fervent 
wish of him who is* with the grcalest respect, sir* your most devoted 
humble servant, 

Ron. Clive:. 

CnfciLdfOp 7ih Januarif, l75Et. 
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